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: i t‘ll. 1:3 E‘ﬁx Yy — Regarding his son. Abraham was dis-
orer ot % Saran —_— ressed because ishmael's behavior showed that he had
shmael ghe said § S:U; the son‘?f :‘.a*agar, thq? Egyptian, whom she had born to Abraham, macking, 198 * fallen into evit ways [Shemos Rabbah 1}. The plain meaning
o sal ? raham, "Drive out this stavewoman with her son, for the son of that sfavewaorm:m 1s thet Abraham was distressed because Sarah demended
Expetteq Shall not inherit with my son, with Isaac!™ | £ Prestimably Abranon nota
et ; . ‘ Presumably Abraham naticed the same things about Ish.
X" The ma greatly distressed Abraham regarding his son. 12 So God said to Abrahar, “Be tae‘ that Saroh i, but he must havefelt hat e should o
¢ sed over the youth or your slavetvoman; Whatever Sarah lells Yyou, heed her voice 1y ishmael leave the wholesome influence of fls home. ff
since through Isaac will offspring be considered yours, 13 But the son of the slavewoman as wei} Hag?dr gad o orse 1 She were 1o betamt thesan
wa?; !S male inlo a nation for he is your offspring.” :::e ov:rr:il:fngof-rf:zgjhe wereto become fhe sole infl
o1 fe} Al;;aham awoke early in the morning, took bread and a skin of water, and gave them
o Hagar. e placed them on her shoulder along with the boy, and sent her off. She departed
and strayed in the desert of Beer-sheba, - E
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Avrahan's ninth test—the last before his final and greac-
est test, the ‘Akeda—was when Hashem told him to listen
to_Sara and send his maidservant Hagar and her son
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“away from me and from my son Yitzhak, from this
world and from the next.” The Midrash adds: “And of all
the misfortunes that had befallen Avraham in his lifetime,
this was for him the worst.™
—® God gave our Father Avraham, the greatest ba'a/ bessed
in all creation, many tests dealing with the quality of ge-
rura fsee “Our Forefathers’ Attributes”]. He bore a great
love for his son Yishmacl; and even after Yitzhak was
born, his affection for Yishmael did not lessen. The com-
mand to banish him from his house was a great blow to
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Avraham, as we saw in the midrash quoted above. His
quality of gevura was clearly demonstrated by the manner
in which he performed this task. [See Bereshit 21: 14]
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First, “He rose early in the morning”: with alacrity,
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without the slightest hesitation. Second: “He took bread
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and a flask of water.” Contrast this with the meal he
served the three serangees! Then: “He pur it on her shoul-
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The Female Role

Let us go back to fundamentals and analyze the male.
female relationship and their respective roles. Chazal teach us
that if we study the first time a word or concept appears in the
Torah, we_can understand the intrinsic nature of that word or

concept.?! So i ' i first time that “male” and
“female” appear in the Torah, we should be able to gain insight

into the essential nature of their respective roles.

Qur minds rush to the story of Adam and Chava. Chazal,
however, tell us otherwise. There is a deeper dimension to the
concept of male and female. In fact, the male-female relation-
ship goes back much earlier then the creation of Adam and
Chava. Something so incredibly important finds itself woven
into the fabric of the beginning of all beginnings. Male and fe-
male are pgit of the mosment of creation: “In the beginning God
created sharmayim (heaven) and gretz (earth),”%?

'i— In the beginning God created the mate force and the female

force.23 The male force is the role of sharpayin. 1t has an effect
on the earth by sending down rain. The female force is the role
of aretz. It receives the rain, absorbing it into itself, thus nurtur-
ing and nougishing the seeds that have been planted.in it. After
ahidden, internal process has been campleted, from inside of it-
self it produces life.

~frThe ﬁhamayfm-aretz relationship mirrors the male-female
relationship on many levels. It has a clear parallet to the biblogi-
cal creation of life. On a more complex and subtle level, it paral-

Ao

22

fels the male-female partnership in creating spiritual goodness
in.the world in its most potent form,

‘?’7 In a pristine world, a man alone is unable to create spiritual

' goodness that will last. Just as rain without the earth to absorb it
ig_viasted, 50 a man'’s efforts can go to waste, or even warse he
perverted and distorted. The fernale is the adamah that absorbs
the rain, providing a bayis (home) for his hashpa'ah, ensuring
‘thatif is sustainable in its pure form. She removes any impuri-
ties_or distortions. She ensures that his spiritual creation has

true life. _

This concept can be understood by looking at the ultimate
role models of the male-female relationship: the Avos and
Iniahos.

Each one of the Avos devoted his life to perfecting a particu-
lar spiritual characteristic. For example, Avraham Avinu was to-

_tally focused on chesed (benevolence). His tent was open to
guests on all four sides, indicative of his choice to keep nothing
fq__r__h_imsgl_f_,_ﬂ__tgpng an absolute giver. On the mystical levél', chesed
Is a spiritual characteristic that originates Ertl:;e“f{igher Worlds.
Unconditional benevolence has no natural place in the lowiy
thysical world, Avraham Avinu's extraordinary achievement
Was to bring true chesed down into this world. Avraham is thus
thf “ay_of chesed,” the father of unconditional benevolence.
B,D_S_gl_egrls that the true acts of chesed that you and ! do, free of
QBX.AQ_II@ motives, are only possible because Avraharmn made

‘hesed accessible in_the physical world,

The problem with Avrabam Avinu's chesed is that it is open

ﬁ.dlﬁtorﬁ_og.__fgndness can have the outer trappings of benevo-

tiif:ecse ;:111;, in far:?, the giver may be propelled by selfish mo-
acts l“ch € Oig? bnngs‘c)}lt this idea by calling certain immoral
v o esed.. SuperflCIa‘lly, forbidden relationships involve
nsenting adults “being kind” to each other. The motive,
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however, is not to give but rather to take, These acts are a distor.
tion of true chesed.

Chazal tell us that the person who embodied distorteq
Chesed was Yishmael, the son of Avraham Avinu. He inheriteq
his father’s hospitality and kindness on a superficial level, but .
his motives were immoral.?®

+Sa.rah Imeinu understood that her holy mission was to be -
the bayis of Avraham's chesed. She had to ensure thatitwould be -
passed on to future generations in its pure form. She had the
clarity of vision to see Yishmael as a threat to the purity of :
Avraham’s chesed, and the courage to remove him from
Avraham’s house. With this difficult act Sarah ensured that E.j
Avraham’s spiritual creation would flourish and have ¢continu- ;
ity. Sarah became the adamah for the seed that Avraham had
planted in this world.

~pp The shamayim-aretz dimension in the male-ferhale relation-
ship can also be seen in the Hebrew words for father and
mother. A father is called an av; which shares the same yoof as <
the word avah, meaning “inspited desire.” It implies a burst of
unbridled energy, like rain from shamayim, which needs tg be
seizell and directed if it is to be sustained. A mother is called an
eim, which shares the same root as im, meaning “if,”28 It implies
caution, as if to implore, “Not so fast! Let's give this released
power an earthly home where it can be transformied into some-
thing sturdy and lasting.” -

29

Anyone who has seen a bayis ne’eman, a faithful Torah
home, in action knows how true this statement is, Husband and
~ Wife work together as a team, each recognizing that his or her
" {own fulfillment is dependent on the crucial role of his or her
SPouse. Together they are an egual partnership based on mutual
Tespect and love. Together they build lif;j?n every sense of the
. word. Together theyfu'iid_ah_hgr—ﬁ;‘iﬁ—ét mirrors the home of

Avraham and Sarah.
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Humor is not standardized. Jokes that seem hilarious in one -

country may not even elictt the glimmer of a smile in a different
countyy, ‘F‘Qll cannot regiment langhiter. Yet with all this said, we have
to.recognize that there is a type of laughter that is questionable, Paking

fun at _Q.th.eL.S,_ﬁQQﬁmg,L\fh_iQh we_call leitzanus, is 3 type of so-called
humor that is not at all funny. This type of joking can seriousty derail

a child’s sense of humor and set it off-course for life.

Whm a person is in the habit of scoffing, the Maharal says, there
is no end 1o it (Nesivos Haleitzapus 2). Innocent laughter provides
light relief, but scoffing_at others accustoms us_to devalue the
important things in life. Scoffing can become a habit that embeds itself
within one’s.character, and we cannot escape ifs pernicious influence.

1 will undermine even those things that are sacred.

3 o NQ‘QJ i\ - Q ' ?! ot &
depends not on the father but on the mother. This is for the
same reason: The father’s kedushih depends on his deeds. But a
woman’s very nature reflects kedushah.

_A woman’s task in life is the home, It is her job to protect
the kedushal of the home. As long as she is within her home,
she is close to HaKadosh Baruch Hu and is constantly reflect-
ing kedushah, even if she doesn’t do any special deeds to attain
that.

This can be seen from Avraham and Sarah. Avraham was
busy doing deeds of chesed. He brought in guests, he worked to
disseminate Hashem’s Name in the world, etc. What did Sarah

minate Hashems INatne ¥
do?

Behold, she is in the tent®

She protected the home, When she saw Yishmael doing im-

proper deeds, she said to Avrabam:

Banish this mnidservant and hey son®

\ﬂ/ She stood _on_guard, lest the kedushaft of the home be

The Gemara discusses the various names by which the Beis
HaMikdash was called by the Auns:

Not like Avraham, for whom it is written “mountain,” as it
says, #As it is said #itis day, on the mountain Hashem will be seen.”
And not Iike Yitzchak, for whom it is written “field,” as it says,
“ And Yitzchak went out fo pray in the field.”® Rather like Yaakov,
who called it “home,” as it says,® “And he called the name of
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WHEN CHILDREN HEAR THEIR PARENTS SCOFFING AT OT HERS,

for whatever reasorn, it affects their entire future. Litlle Baruch, for

instapce, had heard his parents speaking disparagingly of a particular
yeshivah. It seems that this yeshivah works with weak ts i

the hope of raising<their level of achievement. So when Baruch’s

mechanech recommended that veshivah as the most suitable place for

him to continue his studies, naturally Baruch refused to go there. His
parents had no choice but to send him to a different yeshivah, where
he was never happy and never settled down.




Bﬁwky is another example. She had often heard her parents
deriding the young married men who stayed in yeshiva for some
years after their wedding and “just sat and learned.” Rivky absorbed
this mockery in her own attitudes toward marriage. Even though she
had received an excellent Torah education and understood that the
first years of marriage were the ideal time for a young man to study
Torah intensively, and even though all her friends were- marrving
Torah scholars, Rivky refused to consider such a shidduch. Her
parentstwere frantic, but their own mockery had tainted her attitude,
%‘he power of leitzanus is_great. Moreover, it is the essence of
Amalek,_The Torah says that because Amalek mocks evervtﬁir_;g
sacred and considers the truth as nothing, so the end of Amalek will
be nothing. Amalek will just disappear — ...veachariso adei oved
{(Bamidbar 24:20). Parents can destroy their children by making a joke
of everything.

Moishy knows that whenever a “meshulach,” a coliector, comes to
his house, he will hear his parents make one or two disparaging
comments behind his back He himself begins to think of them as
“schnorrers,” beggars, not as worthy representatives of important
institutions who are raising funds for good causes. Mgishy leamns to

trivialize this type of tzedakah.

35 -

And how is Chani going-to-keep-high standards of kashrus when
she is older slder, if ¢ she hears her parents ridiculing these who are carefiy]
about checkmg for insects in the fruit and _vegetables they eat? In arder
to justify their own laxity in such thmgs, perhaps, they say that those
who are strict have excessive chumyos, and create unnecessary difficul-
tieg for themselves,

Parents who speak disrespectfully about falmidei chachamim
{calling them by on]y their last names in convel'saticm, for instance) are

names without a proper title also sows the seeds of d15dam in children.

Sumlarly, r:dlculmg_the 5tudy of certain._ sub]ects will_make those

s_tudy them.

A final point to consider: When a child {or even an adult) hears an
unfortunate play on the words that are recited regularly in our tefiflaf,
or a joke made up of verses of Torah or statements of Chazal, he will
think of the “joke” whenever he davens. It may be amusing at the
time, but the element of leitzanus will always remain in his mind.
Purim Torah is the most striking example of jokes that may be well-
intentioned, but are usually extremely disrespectful of Torah.

Tn all the above cases, parents are teaching their children to be
leitzanim, scoffers.

Cha.rutz (13). The word Irtzchc:k, to laugh _c_lqp_s not appear in the Torah
he says, until Avraham and Sarah hear that they are to have a child.
Laughter came into the world at that time.

she would havea child at the ageo of 9{] Rav Tzadok says that she knew

she had not merited having a child in her youth although she > had
served Hashem with all her strengi'h — all the strength of youth. How,

phvsmal strength to serve Hashem had waned? The Gemara says that
although the spiritual efforts of tzaddikim become stronger as they
row older, the physical difficulties they encounter, even in serving
Hashem, become increasingly more difficult to overcome (Shabbes
152a).

3G ALTHOUGH SARAH BELTEVED FULLY IN HASHEM, SHE LAUGHED
becauge_she felt that her physical ability to serve Hashem had
weakened due 1o her age, and so the prospect of her having a child
wag_not_real. Hashem asked her if “there is anything that is too
difficult for Hashem?” She answered that she had not laughed disbe-
lievingly, but out of fear that her age would prevent her physically
from serving Hashem.

; the element of “non-reality,” as Chazal express it, a
demal of reality, lay in her subconscious, “and Sarah laughed inside
he:«.e-lf" {(Bereishis 18:12). Therefore there was fzechok, laughter. This

Thereaftpr there would always be_a battle between Klal Yisrael and
Amalek. But laughter would be either for good or for bad, Rav Tzadok
says that even before the birth of Egav, just after the birth of Yitzchak,

* Sarah already saw how Yishmael laughed at Yitzchak. “Vafereh Sarah

es ben Hagnr haMitzris ... metzachek, “And Sarah saw the son of Hagar
the Egyptian, whom she had born (0 Avraham, mocking” {Bereishis
21:9).

- The lorah says that after Yltzchak was born, “Sarah said, Hashem
has made laughter for me” (Bereishis 21:6). Then she said, “All who
hear.about it will langh hecause of me.” Rav Tzadok explains that not
only was laughter embedded in Klat Yisrael for good and for bad, but
it would also exist in the world as a result of Sarah's laughler Laugher
would _spread te encompass the world, and it would hava. both a
positive and a negative aspect.

3
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Ir_that the laughter of Sarah Imeinu was identical to the Jaughter of
Avraham Avinu at the end of the previous parshah. “11a 2y oh1ax Yom
THN A7 DY R20 7T TR T A N e 1273 TR0 gt - And
Avraham fell on his face and laughed, and he said, Shall a one hundred
year old man sive, and will Sarah who is ninety years give birth?” (Be-
reishis 17:17). Just as Avrahain Avinu’s laughter was a pute rejoicing
in the word of Hashem, Saralfs laughter was'no different.

Nevertheless, Hashem, Who searches the heart of every man, saw
something hidden within. Sarah Imeinu’s laughter contained some
very slighl impurity, a tinge of the other kind of tzchok, the Jaughter of
ridicule. 'Lhe slightest trace of ridicule has the ability to take something
of import and reduce it to nothing. This is the type of laughter that
leads 10 feitzanus. The trace was so minute that Sarah imeinu herself

was unaware of it; she was only aware of the sense of gratitude and
happiness, the tzchok shel mitzvah, that is filled only with kedushah,
A person full of ridicule has no Yiras Shamayim, fear of Heaven.
\*,"mi_s is the meaning of, "W 2 Vit i — A pridefud sinner, scorner is
his nanie” (Mishlei 21:24). Sarah Imeinu knew that she was full of
Yiras Shamayim, and that there was no place for ridicule in her per-
sonality. Even a trace of leitzanus should have left its mark. Sarah’s
tent reflected her inner world of fsith, and was filled with all the
signs of Divine immanence: The cloud of glory hovered aver her tent,
her candle was permanently lit, and there was blessiig in her bread,
These three elements appeared also in the feichal, the chamber of
the Beis HaMikdash. The menorah and the showbread were in place
of Sarah’s candle and bread, and the golden incense altar produced a
cloud of glory. Thus, Sarah Imeinu felt that her Yiras Shamayim had
not suffered, which it surely would bave bad there been the slightest
flicker of ridiefile mixed into her holy laughter. Therefore Sarah said,
“lo tzachachti - 1 did not laugh, ki yareizh — because she was filled with
Yiras Shamayim.” In other words, ki varewh can be interpreted to mean
that Sarah felt that her fear of God was whole, firm, and undiminished.

Therefore, Jo tzachackiti, she was confident thal she had not expréssed
even the faintest whisper of leitanus or ridicute.
To this Avraham Avinu replied, 1 do not understand either. Bul-/

e



¢

/ that does not alter the fact that Hashern, hag spokern, and that there

must surely have been some shight trace of leiizanus in your joyus
laughter, though neither you nor 1 could sense it” Sarah was silent. She
accepted the rebuke and put much time and thought into the nature
of laughter. This caused her to becorae very sensitive to the nuances
of laughter, to the point that she could recognize even a very slight
deviation from the pure and ansullied simchah shel mitzvah expressed
previously by Avraham Avinu. :

Later, the Torah tells us, 7177 TR A™317 37 13 IR T XM
prign on13XY? - And Sarah saw the son of.122, r the Egyptian that she
bore to Avraham, laughing” (Bereishis 21:9}. Yishmael's petty laughter
at the age of fourteen did not escape her notice. She sensed something
faintly malicious in that laugh, something that betrayed his latent
tendency towards murder and avodah zarah. Yishmael’s jaugh, was
primarily one of kovod, honor and respect, a product of the outward
refinement and decency {hat Yishmael had absorbed from Avraham
Avinu. Vet his refinement was imperfect,

fact of which only Sarah was

e

* aware due to the great sepsitivity that she hch@e,gg]qpeg} through her

previous experience. This led Sazah Imeinn 1o say to Avraham, “Wa
233 R AR AN - Drive ouf this handmaid and her son...” (verse 10}
Avraham could net discern any flaw in Yishmael, therefore the pos-
suk states, “l3 MR by DI *PYI INR 1377 YN - And the matier
regarding his son was very grievous in the eyes of Avraham,” (verse 11).
Hashem then appeared to Avraham and told him that Sarah Imeinu
was Tight, “TR2 Y197 W TR TORR WK Y - Whatever she says to
you, listen to her yoice, (verseiz).

It isimportant to understand the great danger of ridicule. Leitzanus
is the path te every immoral act. Normally, a person i ashamed to
do something wrong. There are things that no self-respecting person
would ever do, singe he,momd.hﬂ_lm‘_ﬁmhﬁuassﬁd._ﬁuLChml say
(Pirkei Avos 3: 13 Shemos Rabbah 30:21), “nN TR TR MR PV
sy 0787 ~ Ridicule and frivolity accustom a person la immorality”
If eve_l'yi_bi_r}&is a joke, the gravity of sin fades away, natural barricrs
disappear and people do as they please.

HaKadgsh Baruch Hu created an entire universe from nothi_ng; :

“ neéss, yesh meyin, A lefz, a scoffer, uses ridicule to make nothing

from something, No idea, no person, is too sacred to trample upon.
This is why a letz cannot be a Yarei Shamayim. To have fear of Heaven
means 1o recognize Lhe importance of HaKadosh Baruch Hu and the
meaningfuiness of His creation, The scoffer sees none of this.

-§=Fun, ridicule, and joking are at the center of the society in which

e live. We rmust be aware of this, so that we never lose sight of the

need to cdleanse curselves of this aboninable trait. Just as \\_r_é _s_;'g_é_e_tk'bf
soing out of the exile, of freeing ourselves from the authority of those
who would destroy us, we must also free ourselves from our bond-

age to secular ideas and behavior. This is how we remove the golus,

the exile, from ourselves. Until we do this, no matter where we find
ourselves, even in Eretz Yisroel, we carry the golus with us. g
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