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become a flood to destroy all flesh. 18 And the bow shall be In the cloud, and i will took upon e .
it to remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living being, among all flesh that © Q9.0 yon ANIND VN m oy
is on earth.” 1 And God sald to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have confirmed ' ' ’ o
between Me and all flesh that is upon the earth.” 20, m Eu;:!j — Noah ... debased himself. The translation '

18 The sons of Noah who came out of the Ark were Shem, Ham, and Japheth — Ham being follows Rashi. Noah debased himself by craving wine so
much that he planted a vineyard before any other trees.

]
the father of Canaan. *® These three were the sons of Noah, and from these the whole world was Other commentators render this phrase as Noah began: ™
s:pread Ou{‘_. . ————— T Mo was the first one to plant vineyards rather than individ-
20 Noah, the man of the earth, debased himseif and planted a vineyard. 2' He drank of the wine val grapevines, so great was his craving for wine. Accord-s.
and became drunik, and he uncovered himself within his tent. 2 Ham, the father of Canaan, saw ingly, this phrase introduces the ensulng episode.
. R ) KT ek — The man of the earth, The word v Implles
’ mastery: Noah was the “master” because the earth had been -
saved thanks to him {Rash{). Alternatively, Noah is associ-
ated with the earth because he was skilled at working it {(bn
Ezra}, or because he devoted himself to cultivating the

24 [0 RABBIFRAND ON THE PARASHAH 2 earth, rather than to bullding cities (Ramban).
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F{oa':h s life as the parasha progress.es mm KUTI XD QW XNTIOD NOD TN INR N XTI 71X '
ing pasuk of the parashah, MNoach is described as DI N
ish tzaddik, tamim hayah bédorosav. Noach is a thoroughly -
righteous man, perfect in his generation. At the end of the M <
rec?untlnf] of the story of the Flood we find H.oach described © yob om b ana and v o TN
as ish ‘ha adamah, a.man {.)f th: earth. The Madrasf'} conirasts . O I e TR Y3 51
.Noach’s transformation with that of Moshe Rabbeinu. When bmnb v 5y apn X I Nyt
Moshe arrived in Midyan, Yisro’s daughter referred to him as » nenw T Y

ish Mitzri, an Egyptian man {Shemos 2:19). Toward the very -
end of Moshe's life, the Torah confers upon him the loftiest
of titles; ish HaElokim, a man of God (Deuarfm 33:1).. .
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b Bul_there is i1 obvious_question bare. floach’s agrarian N m n'lil ni é
career did not begin after he exited the feivah. In fact. Rashi /{‘77“’
:,narizrafvhhéshsermhw 16:29) tells us that Noach earned his . 7%MM” 93 1R DNMIND DYDNYR YI1TA (anY O l
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occupation w?. ‘13”‘3““‘"3 industry much easier. If Noach’s  pypopia PIDYY RYY 072 POY IR MY DI AN NYTY DM NARD
P vas the same before and after the Mabud {Flood), . -

why was he referied to as ish tzaddik prior
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The Midrash '(Bereishis Rabbah 36:4) says that on the day he T¥0 O D20 DN DN PUEB3 PN DTNA T KD 1Y NIPDR Wom *

Dlanted the vineyard, it produced grapes. He immediately squeezed 1 0o 0 0TI DI TIINY 1IN B3 AWAN NYY WHND Y 00Ny
them and made wire, from which he subsequently became -~

drunk. The Dubno Maggid (Ohel Yaakou, Moach DD,_EB:SQ) Jearn r" . P

a profound lesson from this muitifaceted miracle. Normally it take: . ” A ;;-?x' ) L 3p¥ e
a very long time for a grape seed to flourish into a vinevard fillec . :
with grapes. After the grapes are picked, the fermenting process
to transform their juice intc wine takes many months as well, Yet
here everything happened in one day, including Moach’s drunken
stuper which ended in catastrophe..
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% The Maggid explains that after the total destruction of the world

a; the tin!'le of the Mabul (Great Flood), “Hashem caused a spizit NYON o9Pn Aa nR SN,y Yy nyran amnw 5T b mam =y}
Ot consolation and relief to pass before Him” {Rashi 8:1). This’ L ;
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would have been blessed with phenomenal success, Noach should 3 RNNT DT 03 PORINLBIN N0R YIRY 19N MR IONT NP3 29 ROR 1Y

have realized this and chosen something of f. i :
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The Maggid develops this concept by saying that after a person,
aor the Jewish community as a whole, undergoes a difficuit period
of suffering or {ragedy, Hashem showers His abundant mercy
qn_the person or communit d i Lt r

L INe person or community and there is great opportunity_fo
blessing and success, This is alluded to in the words of the napi

(Yeshayah 54:7, read as the haftarah of both Parashas Noach and

i Seitzei), Ror but a brief moment have | forsaken you, and with

abundant mercy will | gather you in.

A contemporary example of this is the post-Holocaust period
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where, after suffering through a devastation unparalleled in the
annals of mankind, Ala! Yisrael has rebuilt itself in a clearly mirac-
ulous fashion with the blossoming of Torah life in all parts of the
Jewish world. Similarly, when a person goes through a tragic
Reriod in his Yife and feels ' t i J jbute
of Strict Justice) on his flesh, he should be comforted by the fact
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that_this Heavenly rebuke will be followed by a loving embrace
from a Merciful Father in Heaven. When that comes, it will be
an_opportunit C i

Klal Yisrael,
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Rashi notes that Noach is now called a man of the earth instead
of “a righteous man” as previouslty. What happened? The first
thing he planted after the flood was a vineyard, but he should have

planted other things first.

Rabbi Yeruchem Levovitz commented that it was defimtely
proper for Noach to plant a vineyard. Grapes which produce wine
are necessary and have positive uses. But the fact that from all the
things he had to plant, Noach chose grapes to start with shows us
his essence. This lowered his previous level. By what you choose

st you illustrate whether your focus is on spirituality or
materialism. (Daas Torah: Braishis, p.61) "

B Whenever you have a number of things to choose from; note
what you choose first. This is a powerful tool to gain greater self-
awareness. Regardless of your present level, strive to build up such
a love for doing good that it will be first on your list of things to do.

30 R Fernd .

By_choosing to plant a vineyard first, However, Noach
showed that producing wine took priority over any other pur-
suit. This first misstep set off a spiral of descent; before long
he became drunk and shamed himself..

A different Midrash tells us_that Noach was one of three ... .

men (Kayin and {Izivahu were the others} who became so
obsessed with the land, that the Jand eventually caused thg:ir
spiritual downfall. The Midrash then explains that after Noach
left the teivah, agriculture became his primary focus in life. ;
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:’Whgmgs earlier he was primarily a {zaddik, whose occupa-
tion_happened to_be in_agriculture, he now pictured himself,
as a farmer. : : S _

These two Midrashim lead us to the same conclusion. . -

Whether or not we are conscious of it, certain actions we do
and__g_hoices we make distinquish us as human _beings. They

WNSRDY NP0 IR TR ST N
AICEE 2 VI

PRRD T P y 2k :
expose the inner core of our personalities, after sl th:: exter MY Y SR n‘m‘j: pinARA :
al5. ipped away. TE_ My Zoaw i e Sw mrono Sy msbel w5 %M p™ anvn i

_ viewing his_pricrities. #13 MONNM PWKID PENNM PInA o8 e 5o Spopvn meap bam
Moach evidenced that hLis priority was to produce wine there-

by classifying himseli as an ish ha’adamah. Pricrities are a
clear image of who you are; they declare your innermast feel-
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himself by his profession. Jam
- This miscongeption_is_commonplace in today's day .and
age. There is nothing wrong with going out and making a liv-
i ing. But do you think of yourself as doctor first, or as a frum
4 Jew? If you had to characterize yourself in one word, would

L you choose “accountant” or “Yid”? '
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One of the more memorable parts of the Yom Kippur dau-

ening is the reading of Sefer Yonah at Minchah. We read that
the Tarshish-bound ship that Yonah had boarded was being
lashed by a storm, and the ship was on the verge of breaking
apart, The passengers and crew cast lots to ascertain who

was responsible for their predicament. When the lots singied

out Yonah as the culprit, they asked him, “What is vour trade?
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And from where do you come? What is yvour land? And from

what people are you?”

Yonah's reply seems to answer only some of their ques-
tions: “] am a _Hebrew (Jew), and | fear Hashem.”

Truthfully, however, Yonah’s response answered all the
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questions of his fellow passengers. The people on the boat
wanted Yonah to define himself, to describe who he was
— and so he did. In fact, his answer should penetrate deep
into our hearts, until we likewise respond to similar questions
with the same words. Who are we? We are Jews, and we
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fear Hashem.

With the numerous distractions of the complex world
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we live in, the_means to rise to cur challenge — to choose
&.’\V\oshe's path over Noach's path — is to define ourselves.
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This requires us to make sure our priorities are in_order,

and to make sure that we are clearly aware of who we are,

first and foremost.
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S5 R, Wrsd

», from the root 7, is perhaps related to A, just as Pp is related 10
(R the root | p )

3p. The verb T means: to be cheated; hence, the Yayen form means:
to monetarily defraud ar cheat, oy to verbally abuse. The primary mean-
ing of n is to trick someone into giving you more than you are entitied
to; to take his money through deceit or extortion. The mxn does not
openly rob his fellow man, but deceives him, so that — against his true
will — he gives up whdt belongs to him.

The meaning of the word 1» is most probably this: The wing be-
longed te the grape, but was extrica i i i

in the word wyn, wyvn is universally recognized as deriving from the

root o, which means: 1o dispossess someone of his property. The juice
extracted from the grape is at first @YD, because it is pressed from the
grape. The forcibly extracted juice is then subjected to harsh treatment,

sa_that it should surrender to man its hidden strength; thus 270 turns
1 "

mta P

waw s related to VW, 2w, WAP;
\J’- + is the ardent expression of the spirit’s vision. ]
truth, but this truth is not, or is not yet, 3 concrete reality. Y gives

(:)-(p_]'_gS_Siﬂn to the Divine power that is concealed in_the hiddenness of
future, which is concealed

the present; V'@ gives expression to the veiled con
in the hiddenness of the present. Both express a truth that is invisible

to the eye; neyertheless, it is a truth that is truer and more real than

Yt expresses a

W]
7 ~ou: a person who js intoxicated ¢
tion a reality that does not accord with the truth.

reates for himself in his imagina-
.

52/ MAJESTY OF MAN

EDY ALSO TEACHES US another insightful lesson.

NOACHS TRAG
e action. No deed we do

We see the vast importance of every singl

is isolated; each spurs a chain reaction of
events. Even a slight impropriety can

of Every Action lead to a tremendous downfall We
— must try to foresee problems that may
fater arise and be aware of the possible ends that our beginnings
may eventually cause. In a positive light, the reciprocal of this
Jessor: is also true: One small good action can bring one to great
spiritual heights. If we appreciate the significance of all our
actions, we can elevate ourselves to the greatest heights.

ﬁ; Importance
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