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3 Self-Centcred

(Ki Savo, 5747/1987)

wny nE o ¥ag navm Ky — Leave the
permanent dwelling and settle in a temporary
dwelling (Succah 2a).

ne of the most basic requirements of a succah is that its
walls not be higher than twenty amos (about thirty-five
to forty feet). Mishnah Berurah {633:3) explains that the
reason for this disquaiification is that Chazal determined that until
this height, even walls made from reeds would be able to standl on
their own. Walls higher than this would, like perrnanent housing,
requite  additional supports, thickness and foundatior}s. ”Such
construction couid not be considered a “temporary dwelling, and
would be invalid for use as a succah. The thickness of vfrails less
fhan twenty amos high is of no concem because meorettcal{y the
walls could have been built as a “temporary dweiling” without
upports.
;There = much symbolism in_the requirement for a succah_ to be
mpor: Succos follows_the forty-day pericd of

teshupah which begins on Rosh Chodesh Elul and ends with the
conclusion of Yom Kippur. It is an opportune time to _absorb a
tundamental lesson of the succah — to consider one’s time on this

b

earth as a temporary dwelling. Although a person needs a place to
live, clothing to wear and food to eat, this should not be the focus of
his existence. He should realize that this worki is a temporary
dwelling, a vestibule before the World to Come (Pirkei Avos 4:21),
This will motivate him to spend his limited time on this earth pur-
suing spiritual goals and attainments.
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Y% There is another way to explain the words of the Talmud to leave

:1 the permanent dwelling and settle in a temporary dweiling. Occa-
sionally one meets a person whose entire life revolves around
himself. He is constantly thinking about his own needs, desires,
pleasures and so on. His “permanent dwelling” is his own mind.
From time to time, he may think of other people and even give up
some of his own desires 1o fulfili their needs. This is his “temporary
dwelling,” :

The Gemara says that the underlying theme of Succos, the zeman
simchaseinu (“season of our rejoicing™), is to leave one's perma-
nent dwelling and seitle in a temporary dwelling. This means that if
a person truly desires to attain happiness and satisfaction in life, he
must spend more time thinking about the needs of other peaple, and
not be self-centered. By trying to bring simchah into the lives of
those around him, especially the unfortunate and forsaken, he will
bring joy into his own life as weli.

The Midrash (Koheles Rabbah 1:34) says, A person does not
leave this world with even half his desires fulfilled, This is perhaps
an overstatement; many peopie go through life without attaining
even a tenth of what they want. Life is a continuous string of
hardships, d&appoinﬂents, ffu__s,_tration and misery — if their lives
revolve around themselves. However, if a person concentrates on
helping others overcome their problems and lightening their
“peckel”_he himself will feel a sense of joy in his own life. =

A depressed woman once called Rav Pam for an eitzah (advice)
for her difficult situation. She had been mairied for a number of
years and was still childless; the medical prognosis seemed hope-
less, which was the cause of her depression. Rav Pam suggested
that she get involved in tzorchei tzibbur (the needs of the com-
munity}. His reasoning was simple: If she was thinking about herself
and her unfortunate predicament throughout the day, it was no

frgonder that she fell into depression. If she were to occupy herlmind
% nd time with helping others, it would give her a sense c_)f satisfa.lc-
U on and purpose that would bring joy into her own embittered ’llfe.
The woman accepted Rav Pam’s advice and threw h.erself into
volunteering for a number of worthy &zorchef (zibbur projects.
in a letter to Rav Pam a few months later, her husband, .a
distinguished talmid chacham, reported that he had seen a dramattc
- change for the better in his wife’s mood. He noted that Rav Pam's
advice could be found in the Shulchan Aruch (Hilchos Tefiliah
93:2.4). In describing how a person should prepare for tefillan, the
Shuichan Aruch says that “fefilfah should not be recited in a state
of frivelity, of light-headedness ... or anger, but only in a state of
simchah, such as having said comforting words of Torah. As a
prelude to fefillah, involvement in communal matters is comparable
to studying Terah {which “gladdens the heairt’; see Tehillim 19:9)
since it i$ a joy to a person to be inuolved with communal matters.”
{1 is human nature for a person to be self-centered. A baby thinks
only of itself and tries to fulfill its desires. It is not In the [ast
concermned that its crying at night will deprive its exhausted,
overworked parents of their steep. As a child develops physically, its

mind matures as well, and it is taught to think about others, not only

about itself.

Yet for many people this trait remnains underdeveloped. The
Gemara (Sotah }4a) says that a Jew is required to_emulate the
ways of his Creator. Hashem created His world in order to bestow
kindness on His creations. He obviously considers the continuing
existence of the world to be worthwhile, as we say, “In His good-
ness, He renetws daily, uninterrupted, the work of creation” {Tefillas
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Shacharis). Thus, a Jew should strive to ease the burdens that lie so [bps 356 _nyybds 3o0n or B “snpad

heavily upon the shoulders of those around him.
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'~}_(Helpinq others is the formula for a life of simchah. The theme of] fuw vy pup 35D DIDE Y7 DIHD B4

Succos is that one must leave his permanent dwelling — his own
mind — and settle in a temporary dwelling — thinking of the needs
of others. In doing so, he will find contentment in his own life and will
enjoy a year-round zeman simchaseinu.
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__hope is conveyed by the sechach used in the sukkah. Our Sages

100 TIMELESS SEASONS

+“Ttis possibly this theme that is reflected in the different laws
governing the four species and the sukkah, First and foremost,
a Jew should aim to resemble the four species and, behave in
an exenjplary manner. At least after the Yomim Noro’im bis
mitzvos should be exquisite — lcarning Torah with enthu-
siasm, generous donations to chariry, and ardent fefillos. Like
those arba’a minim, his spiritual performance is cxpected to
radiate luster, in the spirit of s wp nt, “this is my God and
[ will beauafy Him™.

This model standard, however, is not easy to maintain, es-
pecially as the influence of Rosh HaShonah and Yom Kippur
wears off, The Torah, therefore, cautions in advance against
becoming despondent when one’s spiritual level begins to
drop. No Jew should lose hope if he 15 not as perfect as an
esrog or as upright as a liwlov This mesage of comfore and

+ say that every sukkah, however inornate, is enveloped by the

Divine presence, Bven if its roof covering is made from the
sunplest chaff, nevertheless, nowon =y Dmw Dw n (Stukkah 9a).
Likewise with klal Yisreel — although we may fall far short of
the target set by the four species, and are not paragons of vie-
tue, nevertheless we must not forget the lesson of the sechach.

* If corn refuse can create an abode of holiness, so too everyYid

is endowed with the potential to house the Divine spirit and
_reach great heights.

Thus, these two mitzvos of Sukkos impart a vital moral:
aim for the best, but do not become downhearted if we fail,

-

AN

Dhuring the festival of Sukkos, one of the highlights was
always the simchas beis hasho'eivah. This relates to the proce-
dure of wisuch hamayim, a Divine commandment to pour a
measure of water on top of the altar in the Beis HaMikdosh
— one which was performed with great ceremony and jov.
This water Iibation of Sukkos was unigue because through-
out the year, only wine was used on the altar, whereas during
these seven days, both wine and water were poured. What was
the sigmficance of this unusnal riec? Why did 1t arouse such
elation, and what was its particular relevance to Sukkos?

The Shem MiShmuel suggests the following idea. If we
analyse the Yomum Nero'im that immediately precede Sulkkos,
we will realise that they appea] 10 two distinet aspects of our
personality. Rosh _HaShonah, as the verv name implies. ad-
dresses its message to our head — to the mind. At the be-
ginning of the new year, we are asked to reflect on our past
conduct and to reason with ourselves, honestly and carnestly,
in order to arrive at 2 correct assessment of our performance
during the previous year.

" A further function of the intellect on Rosh HaShopah is
to recognize and acknowledge the authority of Hashem over
the whole world. The tefillas stress this point time and time
again: s AnN > 5o 99 vy, and simularly, nax 0> e 53 pan
i, Evervone must know that the Divine dominion extends
to all things and to every being. By directing our thoughts
along these lines we do justice, on this day, to the title of oyn
Y T, serving Hashem with our mental faculties.

PJ}fom_ Kippur has a totally different appeal. Its overture is to
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the Jewish heart, to the emotions and conscience of every Jew:
This day aims to generate within us a sense of shame, feclings
o.f' remorse, and a desire to repent. These warm responses of
the heart are the essence of Yom Kippur; they will bring us

closer to Hashem than any dispassionate logic of the brain.

In truth, however, whilst Rosh HaShonah and Yom Kippur
discharge two diverse roles, one without the other is totally
inadequate. A Divine service based on the guidance of the
raind will, at best, produce a cold, phlegmatic avodas Hashem,
devoid of feeling and elevating sentiment.

On_the other hand. to rely on emotion‘along, without
the sobering influence of good sense, is equally faulty, and
the oceasion of Yizkor is a case n point. Children and rela-
tives come faithfully to shul to recall the poignant memory
of loved ones and shed tears at their passing, but merely to be
carried away with pathos is futile. Yort fov 13 certainly not the
time for sterile crying. What is also needed is wise contempla-

g tion and searching questions: Am [ behaving as nobly as they

did and, i not, why not? Are my children being educated to
emulate their upright lifestyle? Am 1 using my Yife as worthily
as those loved ones in order to make up for their loss? These
and similar thoughts must be uppermost in our mind, so as
to channel the warn response of our heart in the right and
offective direction. In this way, Yizkor will have a lasting and
beneficial result, instead of being dissipated on shore-lived and
unproductive lament. !

i Tt is, therefore, of paramount importance 1o achieve a cor-
Yect blend of head and heart working together for self-im-
provement, and through the medium of the Yornit Nowo'i
this balance should have been acquired. Rosh HaShonah pe-
titioned our mind and Yom Kippur cur emotiens, and to-

Jk gether they provided the necessary synthesis o bring us o

spiritual fulfillment.
This, in tuen, gives rise to Sukkos, a yom tov permeated

with jow Stiange as_it _tmay seem. there is no_conflict with
‘the Days of Awe that precede it. On the contrary, its spiric of
elation is a natural consequence of those days, because fulfill-
ment automatically gives rise to happiness.




Perhaps in order to highlight the root of this joy, the Torah
commands us to pour both water and wine on the altar dur-
ing the seven days of Sukkos. Water represents wisdom and
clear thinking. as in Mishlei, wx 293 nsy opny oon,“Counsel in
the heart of man is like deep water” (Mishlei 20:3). Sinularly,
Yeshayah forecasts a future when “the eaxth will be full of the
knowledge of Hashem as the waters cover the sea” (Yeshayah
11:9). 1In a like manuer, the clear water poured on the roof of
the altar symbolized the unenotional and calm reflection that
epitormizes Rosh HaShonah,
= This_was accompanied, however, by 4 libation_of wine
whicly corresponded to the role of Yom Kippur. That was the
day which set_our hearts aglow with ardent devotion and..
like wine, intoxicated us with feelings of penitence and love
of Hashem,

Having just passed through both stages and achieved an
exemplary fusion_of mind and heart, we pour both water and
wine on to the altar on Sukkos. This indicates that by com-

bining these two salient attributes in the service of Hashem
we attain a state of perfection, leading to joy, which is the
hallmark of Sukkos.
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