Sinof Swindling
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We forget that Ne‘ilah, which lasts — at most — two hours, is

the most precious time of the year. If we were controlled by our
sechel (intellect), we would want Ne'flah to ga on forever. We are 50
elevated, so pure, so close to Hashem at that point, that it is truly

a shame to let it go.

As we daven the final Shemorneh Esrei, we can hear the heartrending

sobs of people begging Hashem for mercy one last time. Suddenly,
as the whole fefillah — and with it the whole Yom Kippur, and per-
haps the entire Elul and Aseres Yemei Teshuvah — comes to a head, we
utter words that just don't seem appropriate to the moment.

“Vatiten lamu Hashem Flokeinu es Yot HaKippurirt hazeh —
Hashem, You gave us Yorn Kippur. Keitz u'selichah lechol chatoseiru
— as an end to all of our sins.” We are at the apex of teshuvah, of
mechilah, selichah, and kapparah. -

3

For what? “Lemaan nechdal mei'oshek yadeinu — So that we should
refrain from stealing.”

50 that we should refrani from WHAT? Stealing? That is our
problem? For 23 hours we have been davening and reciting al cheit
after al cheit, ashamnu after ashamnu. And when we finally reach
the crescendo, we say that it all comes down to theft? When is the
last time you stole or shoplifted? Is Yom Kippur really all about,
“Lemaan nechdal mei‘oshek yadeinu?” Are we no more than petty

v thieves?
5
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(b Homesty is also critical in another aspect of our lives, We are com-
pletely dependent on prayer. We really cannot expect God to favor
us and supply all our needs unless we pfay to Him. If we want our
pravers 1o reach Heaven, we have 1o be honest, The only prayers

that are heard are those of people who have returned anything in
their possession that doesn’t belong to them or those who have
never done anything that can be considered gezef in the first place.
Job said vo his friends ( foh 16:17), “Because there is no plunder
in my bands, and my praver is pure {fefillasi zakal) * The Midrash
comments (Shemos Rabbak 22:3), “Rabbn Yehoshua the Kohein
said in the name of Rabbi Nechemiah, ‘Can there be an impure
nraver (refillah akurab)? Rather, it means that if someone whose
# hands are soited with geze/ calls out to the Holy Blessed One, He
doces not answer him. Why? Because he is praying in a state of sin

... But_Job, having_no _ill-gotten gains, had _a_pure prayer.

Theretore, he could say, “Since I have no plunder in my hand,
since there is no wrongdoing in my hands, my
Listen to the words of the Midrash. God will not heed the
prayer of someone “whose hands are soiled with gesel” An inter-
esting phrase. “Whose hands are soiled with gezel.” Job also speaks
about the hands. “There is no plunder in my hands,” It seems that
ill-gotren gains stick to the hands. It is as if the dishonest person
has sticky hands, and when other people’s moncy passes through
his hands, some of it remains stuck there. When a person with
sticky hands prays, God finds it offensive. The stickiness of his
hands is like a sediment of impurities polluting his praver.and mak-
<i|_1g it a murky and tainted zefillah akurah, an impure praver.

This is very worrisome for all of us. We may have fallen into some
form of gezel quite casually, Perhaps we didn’t give it much thought,
'\*\_er may_have borrowed something and forgotten to return . We

may have caused someone even a slight damage and oot made resti-
tution. Bur lack of intent does not exonerate us. If we retain money
in our possession that is not ours, whether it belongs to someone

else or is overdue to be repaid to someone else, we are guilty of
Aezel. And if we stand betore God with our sticky hands, He may
consider our prayer a sefilinh akurab, Heaven-forbid.

So pow we understand on another level why the avoidance of
gezel is such a priority in our prayers on Yom Kippur, why we say,
«, .. 5o that we will desist froim the oshek in our hands.” Lfwe want
God to accept our prayers, then we must clean our hands and
remave from our possession everything that does not belong to
us. Because “if someone whose hands are soiled with gezel calls out

to_the Holy Blessed One, He does not apswer bhim.” Dishonesty

%ﬂd deceit creare a wall berween us and the Creator, a wall that our

T/ prayers cannog penetrate. Only by removing all ill-gotten gains

from our possession and fulfilling our obligation can we tear down
that wall and open the way for vur pravers Lo ascend to Fleaven.

The Viduy, the confession of our sins that we say so often on
_Yom Kippur, begins with three statements. “Adiamne. We were
suilty. Bagadnu. We rebelled. Gazalni, We robbed,”

Ahe word ashamna, according to the Vilna Gaon, is more accu-

rately rranslared as “we destroved.” related to the word shesmanah.
As such, it refers te the doctor-patient relationship that exists
between God and us. We are making a general acknowledgment
that through cur misdeeds we have wreaked havoc in the higher
worlds. We confess to_having sown destruction when we trans-

gressed. With the next statement, dagadnn, “we rebelled,” we are .

*.&SU making a general acknowledenent about our disobedience.
We confess that we rebelied and therebv violated the king-servant
telationship thar demanded absolute obedience. With the third
Statement, we_begin 10 get into specifics. And what do we say?
“Gazalny. We robbed.”

Robbery apparently heads the list of the transgressions we must
confess on Yom Kippur. ‘mis_mwi______&_mmmmn?
Bu first fet us ask a more basic question. What docs it have to do
with most of us? Arc we robbers? Do we break into other people’s
houses or hold them up in the street and take their waltets?

Actually, most of us are treading ver v close to the edge of rob-
bery, In fact, the Cemara states { Bava Basra 165a) that most peo-

Qulc 'stcp over the line and are guilty of robbery in one form or
nother. This is, of course, not a reason to feel complacent, to
think that we're no worse than other people are. On the contrary,
it is a reason for alarm. If this transgression is so widespread that
smost people are guilty of it, how much more vigilant and circum-
spect do we have to be to avoid falling into the trap. If the danger
is so great, then the precautions must be equally great.

So why Is robbery such a prevalent transgression? In what way
are so many supposediy honest people guilty of 1t?

) When the Torah forbids gezef, robbery, it is not only referring
to burglars and highwaymen, where the robber removes prop_crty
from the owner’s possession and takes it into his own possession.
There are also other, more subtle forms of ezl that are eqgually
forbidden under this general transgression. .

[ £ One of these alternare forms of gezel is called oshek, which
meang withholding someone else’s riphtful property. if someone
lent vou an object or asked vou to watch it for him for a while and
‘.:—U_u denv having it, that is oskek. It someone lent vou money and
vou denv it or if vou arc late in paving it back, that is also oshek,
;1 nless the fender gives vou an extension. If vou bought a product
in a store on credit and do not pay your bill, that is also ashek,
unless the storekeeper gives you an extension. Ifyou are late with
vour rent pavment, that is also eshek, unless the landlord gives you

an extension. !
Another form of gezel is causing damage to other people’s prop-

> ertv. The Torah deals extensivelv_with the amount and form of

payment for every conceivable type of damage — from the person
causing the damage himself to damage caused by his animals,
properry, fires or obstacles. But no specific #izzpak in the Torah
specifically defines causing monetary damage 1o another person’s
property as a transgression of Torah law. Rabbeinn Yonah con-
tends that all forms of damage are included in the general prohi-

bition of gezel When_vou cause someone damage vou are remov-
ing from him a portion of the value of his property, and this is con-

sidered gezel. It doesn’ matrer if you put it into your own pock-
ct. If you remove it from another person’s pocket, it is gezel,

And how about a worker whn does not deliver a fitlt dav’s work
for a full dav’s pav? The Gemara says that a worker is exempt from -
saying the Shema, because he is obligated to his emplover who is
paying him for his time. So what if someone goes to his job and -
takes his pavcheck but spends some time conversing with bis fellow
workers or making personal telephone calls, not to mention if he
takes office supplies home for personal use? Isn’t this absolute gezeft

-

P Now, this is ail good and well if he fully expects to be able to
repay the money he borrows. But what if he doesn’t know how he
will repay it? Or worse vet, what if he never really inrended ro repay .
1t? Then all his 1&_1;:]@ gestures are worthless, because he has bccom.c

a thief. Far better that he should live off charity or the generosity

of friends and family than to take money under false pretenses. |




i

All this is what we should have in mind when we stand on Yom

Kippur and -ay, « Guzalny. We have robbed.” We should not say
if it doesn’t really relate to us. It

f the Gemara states that most
should be of major concern

it by rote as part of the liturgy, as
very much relates to each of us. 1
people fall into the trap of gezel, this : :
to us. Were we successful in avoiding the prohibition of gezel? Did
e meet all our financial obligations on time? Did we request
1 we could not pay oD

w
e:xt_ensions of the repayment schedule whes .
rime? Did we deliver full value for anv monies we received? Did we
cause anyone damage in any way of form?

We have to prepare for this confession of “gazalnu” lo‘ng
before Yom Kippur, because it is ineffectual unless we first ful-
fill our obligations to the vicrims of our gezel. We have t? pay
back all monies we owe, and we have to make restitution ior all
damages we caused. Even if we only caused a slight damage,
even if it is only a pennvworth, it is considered as grave a trans-
the prohibition of gezel as if we had caused huge
el is gezel, no matter how great or how minor. And
We also have 1o beg the victing’s for-
Master of the

gression of
damage; ge3
repaviment is not enough
Only then can we come before the

giveness.

Universe on Yom Kippur, confess our transgressions and ask for

His forgiveness as well
—— .

WY

if we dig down te the roots of eshek and gezef, we find the twin
evils of sheker and mirmah, falsehood and deception, Trath would
prevent a person from taking property that is not his or talking

another person into lending him money when he has no serious
intention of repaying it. Falsehood and deception are the ideas,

v the concepts, while eshek and gezel are the deeds thar, result. If 2

person were not inclined to falsehood, if he were not a dishonest
person, he could not da these things. £
Falsehood, the absence

exireme vot £ 3 XL

deseribe it (§ 743 “It is well known,” he writes, “that everyone
considers falsehood abominable and_shameful. Nothing is more

despicable. Misfortune and curses are found in the homes of those
who love it. God is the Lord of Truth, and everything about Him

of the atpibute of tuth, is a sign of

is truth. Therefure, blessing_can be found only among those who
resemble Him in their behavior, who are truthd just as He is

truthful. But those whose behavior is the opposite of His good
traits, specifically those who embrace falsehood and are thereby the
exact opposite of His traits, will not receive the blessings of joy,
peace and pleasure, which are among {God’s] traits. Instead the

Lord gives an evil person a portion of worries, quarrels and pain.

“Iherefore,” concludes the Chinuch, “the Torah uses an
expressian to characterize the prohibition against falschood that it
does not use to characterize any other prohibition elsewhere in the
Torah. The Torah states, *Mi'devar sheker tivebak, Keep your dis-
tance from false words.” Stay far away from falsehood, because it is

so despicable.”

=¥ Throughout the Ten Days of Repentance, we beseech God 1o

have mercy on us. We repeatedly refer to His attribute of truth and

ask Him to judge us with that very attribute and bless us with a

good new vear. But if we are guilty of ashek and gezef, if we our-
selves epitomize the artribute of falsehood, then we are the exact

opposites of God. How then can we brazenly ask Him to bless us?
God Jooks down upon us and says, “Who is this person that is ask-

ing for a judgment of truth? He doesn’t even begin to know the

meaning of truth.™
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On Yom Kippur \Ewc bescech God to inscribe us in “the book sf
life, blessing, pedce and a good livelihood.” We acknowledge that
all these things are in His control. Whether or not we earn a
Ficccnt livelthood in the coming vear depends solely on Him, and
in the light of our recognition of His_ absolute DOWéI’ we ask Him
tg provide a decent livelihood for our families and ougselves What
kind of hvpoctisy is it then to o our and chear and swindle, ro

RUA Y Imx OO I _nE

gain a few extra pennies by violating the laws of the God in. Whom

J—

i)




12

you_have supposedly placed 1
Do vou think vou can carn God’s mercy and blessing with insin-

cere lip service?

So this is where we must concentrate our efforts all year and

oY 1 .]?

especially on Yom Kippur. If we want 1o take upun ourselves just

a single area of improvement, this should be the one, to “desist

from the osbek in our hands.™ The Torah demands of us honesry
3 and_integrity Before we can approach God with any hope of
acceptance, we have to give back all our ili-gotten gains. We have
o pay up what we haven’t paid or at least negotiate realistic terms
that we intend to hosnor, even if our creditors have completely for-
gotten abour the money owed to them. And we also have ta ask
their forgiveness for the wrongs we have done to them. Qnly then
can we have a proper feshuvah, Oniy then can we approach God

with clean _hands.
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1] One of the most unique rites performed on Yom KippuT in the
times of the Beis HaMikdash was that of the sa’ir hamishtalei’ach. In
this rite, a he-goat would symbolically bear the sins of all of Kial
Yisrael, and would be sent to the Judean desert and pushed from a
cliff to its death. In fact, the English term scapegoat is derived from
this rite. '

This offering is different from all other karbanos brought during
the vear. There was no sheckitah (slaughter)} and no bicod sprinkled
on the Altar,

* Even stranger, many commentators associate this offering with
Eisav, They point out that it is no coincidence that the Torah uses
the word sa’ir to describe Eisav (ish sa'ir — a hairv man),
2 The Kl Yakar (Vayikra 16:22) writes that the correlation between
Eisav and the sa'ir that bears our sins is rooted in the fact that Eisav
and his descendants are partally responsible for our sins. In hig

words, “Kul mezimasam b lehaciit: es Yisrael — their Eﬂt‘il‘(:_},’?!:l rpoce
in life is -t;:enrice Kinl Yisreel to sin,” Therefore, s?.ys the Kif Yalkar,
it is only right that the sa'ir a representation of Eisav, should bear
the sins of Klal Yisrael that he caused. ' ‘ )
T'll deepen the mystery behind the rite of the sa'ir hamishialei'ach
a bit further by quoting a statement from Chazal. The‘ Torah staFes
that the sa’ir is to be sent out to the desert with ansh it — a dt?51g~
nated man. Chaze! state that the fsh itf was a man whe was destined
to die within the year. ‘ )
Why was it important that the man who werft with the sa’ir
humishtalei’ach be a man who was going to die éurmg that year?
To explain this esoteric concept, I will sharé¢ some thou-.ghts 1
heard from Rabbi Mattisyahu Salomon, mashgiach of Beth Midrash

Govoha in Lakewood.

i8

In order to understand this subject, we must return to the
earliest known conversation between the twin brothers, Yaakov
and Eisav. Tanng D'Vei Eliyahu (19} relates that while they were
in their mother’s womb, Yaakov said to Eisav, “There are two
worlds, Olam Hazeh and Olam Haba. Qlam Hazeh consists of eat-
ir:.g,_drinkmg, business dealings, marrying, and having. r‘n,i.],c!.-:en.
Olam Haba contains none of these physical pursuits. It is entirely
spiritual. Let's make a deal. You take Olam Hazeh, and I'll fake

2 us into his world of malerialism,

\9

At the showdown, Eisav, who had not forgiven o forgotien the
insult of losing the berachos, came to meet Yaakov with intention
to murder him. Beholding this spectacular scene, Eisav wondered,
“Mi eifels lach — who are these to vou?” (Bereishis 33:5).

Tanna D'Vei Eliyahu explains that Eisav was agking, “Didnt we
agree that you would take Olam Haba, and Olam Hazeh would be
mine? What happened to our deal? You are using Olam Hazeh as
much as [ am!”

“These possessions,” answered Yaakov, "are not considered use
of Olam Hazeh. I did not acquire possessions for the sake of hav-

N8 them. They are merely the means with which I will perform

my mission here in Olam Hazeh, so that [ can receive my reward in

Qlam Haba.” i

o In this Midrash, Yaakov Avinu sets forth the !ewisl; outlook on

Qlan Hazeh. Judaism is not a religion of asceticism, We are not
meant to be hermits or to live in monasteries isoiated from the
world like monks and nuns who are expected to spurn the physi-
cal aspects of life, We are to take an active role in perfecting this
world, and we are meant to utilize many of the possessions and
pleasures that Olam Hazeh proffers in order to fuifill our mission.
As Jong as possessions and pleasure do not become ends in and of
themselves, but we treat them as the means with which to complete
our mission on earth, we are welcome to partake of whatever this
world has to offer.

A9 Eisav, on the other hand, espoused the life of Epicureanism, in

which money and pleasure are ends in themselves. You pursue
pleasure and money to have and enjoy them, and you strive to
agquire more and more.

If possessions and pleasure become cur life’s goal, then we no
longer lead the life of Yaakov. We begin to follow in the footsteps
of Fisav. Unfortunately, in the course of a lifetime, we occasionally
become enthralled with the world of Eisav. We get caught up in the
pursuit of pleasure and possessions, and we lose sight of what is
tkkar {primary), and what is tafei] ( secondary). The Kii Yakar teaches
us, on a metaphysical level, that that is exactly Fisav's goal: to fure

so that we lose our focus on our
mission here on earth,

I have a friend in the rabbinate who was counseling a high-
pewered couple who would remain at work until late at night.
Each night, their children, who were cared for by a nanny, would
stand at the window and wait for their parents to come home,

The rabbi asked, “Why are you deing this?”

"We are doing it for the good of the children,” they responded.
“We want to provide them with everything they need in life.”

Everything, that is, except for one vital thing: a set of parents,

This couple [efl into the trap of making the means into an end.

2 «2§ Mai Ba'is T'fei?

The Torah requires us to redeem firsthorn male children in a
ceremony called Pidyon Haben (redemption of the son). The father
of the child hands five silver coins to the Kohen, who then relin-
quishes his rights to the firstborn child. As part of the ceremony,
the Kohen asks the father a gucstion that must be the most rhe-
torical question ev¥t asked: “Mai ba'is t'foi — What do vou want
maore, liten If bincha bechorcha — to give me vour firstborn son,
oh ba'is lifdoso be'ad chamesh selaim — or to redeem him for five
coins?”




AN

I don't think that in the recorded history of mankind, any father
ever answered, “Keep the kid, I'll take the five coins.” At least not
with a firstborn, -

When my rosh yeshivah, Rav Yaakov Yitzchok Ruderman,
would be asked to speak at a Pidyon Haben, he would sav that the
question of mai ba'is {'fei is not asked of a person only once in his
lifetime, Rather. life is a geries of questions of mai ba'is i’fei. Do you
wand the life of Yaakov or of Eisav? Are your sights set on a totally

hysical existence, or deo you think about spirituality? Tt is a ques-
tion of, “Do you live for Olam Hazeh or for Olam Haba?"

-1 know someone who was told that his son was struggling in
yeshivah, and needed tutoring. The man said that he could not
afford to pay for the tutoring because he had just renovated his
house, 1 also know a successful attorney who took out a second
mortgage on his house to pay for tutors for his children. Mai ba’is
t'fei. Which one is morc important?

» The city or neighborhood that a person chooses to live in, the
shuls in which he davens, are also part of the question of mai ba'is

t'fet,

23 «2& Eisav's Role; Our Response

The cause of these misplaced priorities is Eisav. As the years go

. by, we are drawn more and more into Eisav’s world, and we lose
the battle that began between Yaakov and Eisav. We forget that
there is a fundamental difference between Eisav’s outlook on this
world and ours.

That battle, which began in the womb, came to a head on the
fateful night when Yaakov battled Eisav’s angel until dawn. Bisav’s
qhgel sought to vanquish Yaakov, once and for all, but the Torah
states, “Vayar ki lo yachol lo — {the angel] perceived that he could not
overcome [Yaakov].” What did he do? “Veyiga bechaf yereicho — he
struck the yerech [hip socket] of Yaakov” (Bereishis 32:26).

The term yerech is used in the Torah to symbolize ones ability
to produce offspring. When the angel saw that he did not stand

i DALV ET b 1
vaakoy rimself, he salvaged wharever b could

Auce against
a chauce agai: with the

— he struck ai Yaamov’s descendants and corrupted them
*noticn that pleasure-seeking is an end in itsélf.
1t is the result of that resounding blow from Eisav’s angel, and
. the ever-present snare set by Fisav's descendants, to which Kl
yakar refers when he says that Eisav is responsible for many of our
sins.

Eisav’s role in our downfall notwithstanding, it is we who are
guilty for taking the bait. When the Beis HfiM:kdash stood, each
Yom Kippur we would take a sz'ir, send it away, and plec;gg’:

¥ Never again. | will not fall prey to the enticemédnt of the Isi Sa‘ir.
But merely sending away the sa’i7 is not! énoug}}. Teshtevah
(repentance) is not that simple. Hashem gave us Yon Klppur asan
opportunity to examine our lives, discover where we have st?a}‘fed
in the previous vear, and rededicate purselves to our true mission

in this world.

24

The call of the shofar during Elul and Rosh Hashanah is rne:fmt
to awaken us from our slumber, to remind us that we must jolt

2§ Jolting Us Awake

¥

A Jew should not need a last lecture from Randy Pausch to crys-
tallize in his mind what is important and what is {rivial. A Jew has
a Yom Kippur to remind him. .
ssPerhaps this explaing why the isl fti, the man who takes the sa’fr
hamishtalei’ach out to the Judean desert, must be someone who is
gojng to die during the coming year. A person wh? is facing, dfj-ath
represents the main message of the sa’tr hamishtalei’ach. He rE&llZf.ES
what is important and what is_trivial, because he nows that his
dlock is running down, and he had better focus on his frue pri.o.ri-
ties while he still has the time. A person whe can see his priorities
sa clearly is one who will definitively dismiss Eisav’s overtugis to
sin and focus on his true mission in life.

PYs

This idea also explains an enigmatic comment from the Zohar

on the verse, “Vavashav bayom hahy Eisav ledarko Sei'irali — So Eisav

started back that day on his way toward Se'ir” (Bereishis 33:16).

Following the encounter in which Yaakov explained that using

possessions properly in order to fulfill one’s purpese on earth is

not considered utilization of Olam Hazeh, Eisav went back home.

. Asks the Zohar, “Eimasai” — When does Eisav leave us? Bish'ns
éj:fah ~ when we beseech the Riborio Shel Olary; during Ne‘ilah on

Yom Kippur” ¢

What does the Zohar mean? Where does Eisav go, and why at

Ne'ilah?

Of the five fefillos that we daverr on Yom Kippur, only during
%Ne’ﬂah do we utter the words, “Lema’an nechdal mei’oshek yadeinu”
— Hashem gave us Yom Kippur, “so that we should refrain from
stealing.” As we have noted elsewhere (“Paint Your Masterpiece”),
this line of the liturgy seems peculiar. Theft is not the sin that any
of us would list first on our repentance list. We are not shoplitters
or petiy thieves. Why are we taking the last few minutes of Yom
Kippur to focus on something that seems so alien to us?

1 think that the Zokar alludes tc a possible explanation. People
do not descend to the level at which they are ready to steal from
others in one fell swoop. First we begin to look at Fisav's world and
we bacore entranced by the beauty and sophistication of what he
has to offer. Suddenly, money and the possessions that money can
buy become infused with significance. Before long, almost nothing
will stand between us and the possessions that we crave. Granted,
we may never actually walk into a store and leave with an item for
which we have not paid, but shy of that,
thinking” to minimize the amount we pay.
¢+ Whose fault is it? Were this a world that belonged exclusively to
Yaakov, our priorities would remain before our eyes on a constant
basis, and we would not be tempted into indulging in Qlam Hizeh
for its own sake. It is Eisav who entices us to indulge, and he may

seduce us into doing so in a Jess-than-legal manner.
AT

At the moment of Ne'thih when we say, Lema’an nech 2l mei ‘oshek

h s ar “ s ”
yadeinu,” and commit curselves 10 avoidiag a-.v sort of “shtick,
we send Fisav away and comimit to a life of Yaakov.

ill use “inventive

Think about your legacy.
Consider the things that vou focus on most often in terms of

your legacy. Will your focal points today be part of vour legacy?
Will they matter next week, next month, next year, or next decade?
Do you want todie remembered for the model of the car that you

V& ourselves out of our slothful existence of following our baser
instincts and instead inject meaning into our lives. Sometimes
Hashern decides that it will take more than just the cail of the sho-
far to awaken us, and He sends cataclysmic events‘ ‘to startle us. To

drove, or for the type of parent you were to your child? Do you
want to be remembered for the square footage of your home, or
the kind of son or daughter you were to your parents? Will you be
remembered for major business deals you made, or for the type of
neighbor you were, the friendships you made and kept, the Torah
you learned, and the Torah you taught?




A8

When you thirtk of life in terms of your legacy, you realize what
truly matters, and that the rest is trivial. You realize that the other
pursuits are from the world of Eisav, and that you, as a descendant
of Yaakov, must strive for more.

The tzmim Noraim in generaj and the se’ir hannshta’zi’ach . par-
t:cular are about focusing properiy and rededicating ourselves to
onr mission in life. As Yidden, we should not need a world event
like the Financial Meltdown of 2008 or a fatal illness, chas ve'shalom,
to_compel us to focus on what really matters. Ashreinu maf tov
chelkeinu — how fortunate we are to have a Yom Kippur, an oppor-
tunity to reexamine the purpose of our existence, and distance
ourselves fram the lure of Eisav’s world.

Let's make sure {o capitalize on it.
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Yas, answers the Gerrer Rebbe. if we don’t use the talents, the
strength, and the gifts that Hashem grants us for the correct pur-
poses, then we are_thieves. If we dont complete our mission on
earth, we are guilty of theft. We are robbing our souls. o

On Yom Kippur, we must remember why we are here. We must
learn to_envision our souls hearing the call that we read in the
haftarah just before Ne'ilah: Vayehi devar Hashem el Yonah hen Amittai

leimor. These are the words of the Ribono Shel Olam — not only to
Yonah who lived thousands of years age — but as the Vilna Gaon
explains, to the soul of cach one of us, offspring of Hashem. Kum,
lech el Nineveh, ha'ir hagedelah — go down to the world, the vast
universe. Llkrah eilchah es hakrial asher anochi doveir eilecha. We have
a mission. We may have failed before in that mission. And if we fail
again, our souls will have te suffer the anguish of coming down
again and again.

At Ne'ilah, we beg Hashem to help us avoid robbing our souls.

\3111 the aftermath of Yom Kippur, we must work on achieving that
goal. We must make sure to rectify alf that we damaged during our
previous incarnations. We must complete our mission so that our
neshamos can go back to their rightful place, under the Kisei HaKavod
(Throne of Glory), where they can bask in the ultimate warmth of
Hashem's Presence, and enjoy the greatest of all pleasures.
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