Rosh Hashana:

Sovereignty

and Sweetness
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Obviously the Torah does not demand of us w actually sacrifice
ourselves. Instead, the Gemara gives us the formula that Hashem
prescribes for effecting the sactifice on Rosh HaShanah: it is by recit-
ing Malchivos, Zichronos, and Shofros {Rosh HaShanab 16a): Malchiyos
—— that you should coronate Me to rule over you; Zichronos — that
your memory should ‘come before Me for good: an -~ that
“these_things should be done through the vehicle of the shofar. The
shofar is the symbol of akeidas Yitzchak, when Avraham was ready to
sacrifice his beloved son to Hashem — the ultimate example of sacri-
ficing everything for Hashem and delivering 1o Him everything that
is precious to oneself.
In order to understand how reciting Malchives, Zichrones, and
Shefros and blowing the shofar effects the offering of ourselves as

sacrifices to Hashem, we will discuss each of these ideas separately.

__ '
Sahi=0idal mwR WR1 — 35p8 (oo prel-~i=

gasns Nven novme Samb ahana
MbaR wata moeven Yaph sams o ow 3
5 A%nAn nYn nda Taba wata Yaw ®Y
22T pRnY N1 A3 WD noTb N
MM LOMYe 23 77 buak MR p N

9 A5B3 WNR JED AovdR o ap ..

R Ry TRR RIOTID nw W wata
oy 2*m1 nbon oy Terion Saxd waoa
aomMen Yavh wepnb e Mem wotn
B3 e e YorY wata

o3 AN AOTID OR YauS ar osmm
uwne %o mn peaw 1y Yonan wass
RIQ DIMYL2 WY LMPRIT RIR Y 9
W ovrepn Uxb ban veeim v pen
TR M Nnn sy Mo o

TR prpRa paant Ppama oo b
S TY ApImY AW ww by wIhne
“5 OMPIRY Damn Pem 372 mionnt nYaR

bna K wam pr mPawn i byt poanp eram kownnw ang APIR MK W1 ORI NOVID TR VIR

: 4
oxby wmabanw M
CFW PR oox b nrnbnn cspion Avmkaw avnS iy px
Tawa mpnm K opps KRk 0T mIKYT PR3P
7211 "R NKRY7 Bk K amwa 9 5w nmmah ymynwn hk akab
A% 5K anawnm DYaTn Ay KK KT BUYRSE bna IR

K0 TR W ST AR W S

iy b ixnan STTIN TIEK M W08 : HAPF 137 010 ATM 137 K KN
™2 ok Ty 105 wran TTApT AR LRI TRIAn et nphirer by neba
Lann o L Eva ph%n Mmw 1!.’!5_ AT LA AR n=% Tannw
oby mabane M3 Lnmsbe mwn exea nbY T STHIEF e =%
XWT NTAYRR PI0S BTRK MbeY [ Dm uKk UK Sn o o
93 T Rwnwnn 73 5y unyy Sy moapn nabuan
eVl mem amm wat ke ban Swonn annma pveme XK
nabnn o K0t a5 nnma anben nmaben ek ax3 TRa
50 PRK YW NKYIN P T yianwn 2 mam i ayby nvapn
M¥Y3 ONRoT My ,NUHI MY NP DK DAX Twimd o ta
YROER OMaTR_ T WK MMaban nvek oy N3 oo o
PN, AT FIKIINGT I3NAW WHIK 203 09w N [30pW Dwaw
JIPIE50T ATRER B3 N3 LM ews mmam Haw oy mima o
(TaYRAn Y KW ORYY M KON api nK PR qah ovan

wr pbw 351 mymabuan nowek 1Ryn e man T (R S Janon

NpAyas DVBA_pnyy W KON DMy Mmazpnd qian nonyn ook m¥%

—_— Anv ant gy mabnan

Jmaenn

DYIMTKS R R ‘(Ij?'ln ,'IPSFL'
o oy 7 Mé

3

A7 PMR 03 TPRT MR Sw mmsn mmn Dy oYK
MY NPR AMYR MY DK Thoa T YYD Aran 202 =l
Ay 951 Db Avapn xn aw nxnan sbnn o we KT Ty
MNP Manyna mmasb mepinw omabn nbmwna oebnn oy Rkl
SENAT AR WY oebian 1k 91 .0ms%E AR Dy ban pmwnb b
21 omr b wvn e by mwevnas oy e 121 7 owa

nypnY FnTHns wre Sy waam MnieT Dr WTRYR o gy by
i ohan
2 Yon ey by n v i Yypn migibxY wn L0a wan owawn b

Sooems vt otk pixn 5y qbn apann By Sy

RIT OV W MBS WM WA DYR RNYR AR OX D nmabh o
oYK yaRn 53 by 19w rann oown o2 5w wmnn
BNNUY _DUPI0BT AKX UK DMK arndane s nman v
MKW KV nuonim avyba arn Yana meapn bw umnoaw tann
«BIPIYRT K1 47 13 335 by mawm ovn nywr ob 2 ooay 30R
1w prn TwIn 53 Sy Axmam 9 A aEPIT mabe ey R
WK gK1 e ohwaw x San wbw by e o non |
WA K byt Yon TR omgnot Bma hK g oman
s TR - ww‘::u:‘ owm 5o
T75¥M UK DK 73k 1% ovrne nbm xn Moo nmk
1515 1 me San wyp Saa mapn Sw amabot smrR oin v o
ST IBEN IR T K o L pwn b By
PR TmMn B"nm 2113 A

M 13 Pm by by qbn nenaa Siman mmy e PINT nawn wRA D3
obwa mmb imabn nban vasb bbhmnb v aywa




1

Pawn s naw] wwn sty waed 3w wIewn MTUE G

L FTIRTEY IS MO A3 W LW wTn Yo REwh anwe mwn v M

Ay .o TYawn WRMP-RIY 13 ,7PaPan IOwn Y370 DR RIAT (e 10 TR
b wwR JOBD TR YRS 00 R PN M2 poiy wry 43 nnar® ’1":1:.
,.:;’117 naw xears sy ¥pwa nobw s min X3 YIwR RIRLEHD r:‘mm:ﬁ_’
.ﬁ:!na nown 953 IS HY RS TTPRY POV RIG 1RSI DK™ 1Y BYIpT %0 ;1
e PRI WY WA WY NTEM RYT N2 D PRY V00 FmY3 A3 mvmm:
Ly bYTY FANDT RYT YISUD3 OTAYY DARS BY ,0M DR WImw /o v NIRRT

gpr|
R TR °) oKy LDV 2
pYI2 AR TTRD A7IPIY LOTIPD WD KT 0PN AR NP ] o3

” =N al
.'IW"I'I'{U") RN DARAT B RRTAN moaw W'ﬁp nawa L[ 'T-i:l"'] 2 n.nl?';
; [ i i b tany] E t
=mim R0 UTaOT OV RYRN LT v 20 neTp LN 100 T7phm X :

" - nﬂﬂw 2
u nan ,naR? wawn gwn e aXTan o7 ="
ATRMNBR N7pa AR 10 ! wirmﬂi’”q

=

TR DTG an TR B3 1 Kym WA man: ox wxa
DYTNDT D QWbn wmen ok P nx b amann mbee B o
PTIY DTN BYIK PN 2P SN 180 5eaimms 1K Yy iR
IR AN RK IR ORI DK TORnw M v paRa e 1on K
Q7R DALY WY TWIKG B 1T ovwb imst Taow o
SIS DY OTTaY BT T T B2 rmizaba mmnta nomane)
O3 0T 921 SW INMKD S omwn oaw mayy Sy oeemynn oiiR o
Mwow b oubwn Bmym DK N9RRa 0TK AT Mon
.amym kY

X1 Ymon powi 1on Y v ak wyy by Yapn okw avwn

DMIN PR WG DX AIwn @ mabn b
WOTTONI MPRYDTM U rnrnteen nvnxe YIn Noxe K
W 33 T 5 ARYY Tvap Nx NG TOmw umate oy 11 bRvo

: ot "
M PRI RNRT (77 71 DAaT) 27 WRD 1390 TV
BYPRRT KA 771 23 N DYT? PRI ANRY ( ST

X3 7N MWV (A A Naw) SP@E3 PN DORA Y 70 K9P an 7133 o
. WY S PR W AT e e e T8 T

WA LRI YNy nun no i ww SEIET UTIND. NR oA [":l-'l'? W PN
e e e e e T

MM IR ApDEW 3 01a RN ARTIN SR 0%Tn Wn0) 19037 Nanw
PRI ZT03 ANAR 29200 A0 0T 102 0, X0 Meb T Yy jaend
,W'I'I?J: TR W oenn e 1T W WA omina E‘?T.Uﬂ

15

oW RIOUR T MTTRR MINYIANY N seIsm R (7

i %197 FAITIRD W22 TT0 713 U T L 20T SR nn vt aReS pIav

ANPPOBI IV R DPWE X993 MWNAT X7 YT O APAT MONT R oY W)
AT OV DI NRYW Qw3 173pa PRI IR0 5V 7T Tt 0TRT X1 MWR CRaw
B PR 02 X993 {oviaw 1 DY 73K 0173 KRN T oeR P12 vy Jan o
MY "D V2 AT ACR TRV OV BT [ TR W0 K TYEA A wsh

A o 9t avmaven

o
MINYT WK GO TNl

MR ARSI KETD Y APX Dew mobpea 1aan jaK
19 nynon prwys mabon o2 mme
~xprnb B xR Lvapn DR Gy Then pIRaw mwn
Py nuYmn NTEYAWT NATRREYW N3 T Haam mong wr
- X710

MFRIR MDA MR PIU0aw pYKI YB3 anDs b
A991 DK MK RMS NBKA MG yanb w5y napns naw
wsta b T b bon praxb mawh wbyr I s
myms WRIRTY Y OTM N TN PRIINT T3 wwy NS
mBK W M3 heapr ombnn b jon ush mmm ouamnwm
X mwnyma oo TR UL 0TI AYNod Cwviga nyyann
Ao b AyT upy DT Dw NMwhat nmip nemdz mun i

ATHTY AT OV YIPY VT AR RN O TWNG R OrD L[IET B Pw ,Sva iy by
WLIINTD IR AR 27T .30V IS TTW PRI DN PIsaY nrapn vhin voL P orh
DI NTTAR WL TIEY TIAR 90 -9 1w iR 80 -1 by Yy qavin

A HPBAN MOVI IR 73 KT M3 DR PO oBS M0 0B UYIDR DSBN

WD XD N L[N P00 3 Sw P R0, oy o A o Ton
0N 5B N 0% e ovpnd oo v, miRb o1 JaVR ME_aTND7
ANTISIT DA oE T 2T PMBRT [T 1N nx'u.g;m 717 nnsn Hya pkan ey
P BRI PR DRI 00w 109 Y mRwIng ww s Ton w1 1w

Ao DeUNET PnyT Y3 nmenb Db aman kman b WKL
PR oo Pk by nubmm nwm mbuanam X [0
x STIPT ATXOD Wpanmn MMKRD "D
. A pey TIAK B 0¥V SW3 YmEn gy San n3y ‘:)
XD mRY TR W WK 3 DWpInY WY N2t [ mye w:i
nwgann 1 1Ty oiKZ il fixa oW by 1 mmea s 7
DKAn TS oy 15D - NPT YINK OU3T N3 T U127 0D 1
05 §Y ANV DK IRT G9I oIKE 730 AW
T RTAY DN PO PRY RS MmKen nmyn DIRY W DR

IR 0BT N33 D2 ONUHRT S¥HR YL 33 Ywen op nxwn ox bYs Spoes yaah
MY%Ra 'R Ty DINAY P13 JeN LT Py YW eanbya” napd aeety naon 103
IRORD NISTRR 2%n rmw v0hd ¥ SR WMD) 0T orhh ,omw

R27 PY ,Jyp N WN DR N3 Mo? 393 ph K11 YIphR nvion wien
Y/l X TR INTE X TRY DOYYY RO O PRY oW Y33 IN15onw M oA

S oY

733 DRWANA DR AENY 0B mabnn ABTIon T2 ,59ann wn wRAST | l ;
AR OB T0D NUNRY LPEWAT NI 12 WY 01 oY mohna mKwIng 2om L5
TR R RUTT ,MEnY nmD 13 v ana Kin mobn bW nwenn ey mnk RIS
W23M] IRV YW XYY mvob N3 NY2pn nIWNhT onaw ,amtn uy mwyy .
70 72PN AU SMRWIND N3RPT DIY0R 0o [IRINW M3 9YATa N7 o
RUTIR 2 AR W1 NBRIT,TI0N NYBWA DR DRV NUpnA NN 235 T3
ST WA NI B O 0N YW AATIRM 0973, 550 50Y RYRY TIRD K11 X9
AR I3 AMID OV ORI ALei pwbor mamy nrvho Sw obwa mim ow PR

e I0Ebn nas 2T LGRS TN DNy XPD XN

. pr i : N : R
| B3 wnb anva [RYYR CTORREN IR EP 0Udpn WM SINYE DRUNg LE:

anrbonT APNTR RTED T ;g
Ao KT T7¥T LNEAT AN PUpEAR YI2Y LRUR Nyvany Tovm Yo DRwnn nvn»mgm-
C pvim DIy Yo Pus 90 DREIDD ‘0T IWOYDT SN AT IRY R0 ATIRw hns;

]

Sown b P TR XTw avwn ¥k a%mam oo DR
3n IR Wan nx 1oy T_':n_sm_ _

i =11 i ) [ 1= 1!.’1'.'1'!."‘ .
nx ]13?’1-‘[ Honnevia T e ]}’.‘l :'IL)'IIJTI mennme J'IN"IP'? #2101
Thyn K LDTROTRN Twyn oy annwit 50 R amwa BRaT 2w

7TV Wen Wb DAnD wpan NMgR M) Vevia DK Wi
Jon v
PR WYY ROS P "3y

2

wTYd s me - :'i”'l:i

{

PIVR 1910 MIHS DREY DAY DURem e mIwin onann Yy nawd ﬁ.‘l-"l!i
129 b5 0% 38723 “BARTS *9YEn DR Mo Xvn DWHm I nAew 80
2773 AT RTINS T TR YN0R Mwn nhne £1n Jow s C1Ipn 1

JRAm TR S0 5% SR 1 1avp prned owaRn oY xin 3D
Yrnn AR RO PR JREA 0% oaxn Sw buipn enb e o s 'J'i: .
TTAYR DHYsn oYA DX JROVINDT (37 2 me) 27PR AT RN NI Yow

-

!

qnY AR YR E33 IFR 0 1 R0 ST VI 2V @pan oy
ROMR MDY IR ARY 1awe 5153 ARG PR oernnn BT mnhel oy

1

Y9 T - T3R3 PR R W DIREINGY KA 973 1132 oA 750 Y¥n DRwInD Ay
ATNG IR 0 DAIRa BUwR Pem N MRPINT? ARMIID TN gy

.




‘1Llr 44 TIMELESS SEASONS
2, Qghu-k

Ex NIHILO

.(Promincnt amongst the prayers on Rosh HaShonah is the
one which begins obw mn own and is repeated three times,
Likewise, we say, ) Dy 19t Pwyn Nnn o0 ot in the mussaf
Amidah, These phrases refer to the fact that Rosh HaShonah
coincides with the day of the formation of Adam, when the
creation of the universe was compierad.

ris Ty nnn — when man first came on the scene. Why is
this so relevant?

In order to answer this question, let us pose another, un-
related problem. Weuld it not have been more appropriate to
make this Day of Judgment on the last day of the year rather
than at the beginning of 2 new year which we have not yet
embarked upon?

I believe that the answer to these difficultics is crucial to

the whole spirit of Rosh HaShonah. The formation of the )

_*yvorld was a_unigue creation. of yno v — with something
coming into being ex nihilo, Even in our own remarkable

times of fabulous technology and breathtaking ingenuity, no

one has vet succeeded in creating anything out 6f nothing
— that happened only once, ar mexsa nwwn.

Mevertheless, the essence of that day reverberates in the
universe whenever we reach the same point in the Jewish
calendar. Just as emanations of holiness reach the world ev-
ery Shabbos, of forgiveness every Yom Kippur, of freedom on
Pesach, and of Torah on Shavuos, so too, on this day of nonn
Twwn, there is a spirit of pre v which manifests itself in dif-

ferent ways.
|§ On Rosh HaShonah, we read in the Torah the chapter

of o nx TP ' — when Hashem remembered Sarah and
allowedyher to conceive Yitzchok. The Magen Avrohom ex-
plains that'this Divine decision was made on Rosh HaShonah
and for this reason we read that specific section. The prob-
lem is, Are not all Heavenly decisions concluded on Rosh
HaShonah, so why do we choose to speak about Sarah’s con-
ception more than any other occurrence?
L PThe answer is: our Sages in tractate Yevamos (6:4b) record
{Eﬂ Sarah did not possess the physical faculties necessarv to
conceive a child and vet she didl This is because her “remem-
~ brance” was on Rosh HaShonah — a day invested with the

- ¢reative capacity of yan v and she suddenly acquired the 1b1h|:v'

vy

to give birth, which did not exist beforehand {Rav 8 Pincus).

o Similarly, in the apposite field of teshuvafy, Rosh HaShonah
18 the first of the ten days dedicated to repentance, and every-
one is obliged to commut hinself to improvement — a pledge
which will gain him a favourable Judgment. The problcml is

that often a person thinks that he canuot change his regular
behaviour, A married woman who hitherto has not covered
her hair feels unable to comply with this demanding Torah
obligation and don a sheitel. Someone who has never learned
Torah believes that such a study is beyond him. Those wealthy
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Litde do they gedlise that these opinions are withont foun-
dation. Every Jew is required and able to meet the challenge
of the Torah and correct his fauls and particularly on Rosh

people who cannot part with their nioney maintain that they

were born with an ungenerous nature over which they have
hittle or no control,

HaS}?onah — the obw mn ov. On this day, we celebrate a
creation of yam o, enabling everyone to utilise this spirit of
mwtnnn and discaver new, untapped reserves to improve his

or her Yiddishkeir, J




P

In truth, this 1s the essence of teshuvdli — an undertak-
ing which enables a person to shed his past and become as if
newly created. In tractate Rosh HaShonalt (16b) the Maharsha
writes in the name of the Kabbalists, that in order to effect
the spiritual metamorphosis of feshuvah, Hashem wears 2 tal-
lis. the same one_that He wore at the creation. The implica-
fion is clear. Just as at the beginning of the world everything
was completely new, so too, when a Jew commits himself to
change for the better, Hashem invokes the spiric of xa pexa
oo in order to transform that person and make him into a
AWTN 3,

And for that very reason, Rosh HaShonah, the judgment
day, was fixed to coincide with pwyn npnn vra A1, 80 as Lo
help us to tap new spiritual reserves which hover in the world r

on this day and make a fresh start, The ume is ripe and the
opportunity is there. It is up to us_to seize the moment and

« make the right resolution.
. L
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ROSH HASHANAH: JUDGMENT OF THE PRESENT
WiTH A REFLECTION ON THE PAST AND THE FUTURE

/ RAMCHAL (MA’AMAR haChochmah, Yaikut Yedios haEmes, p. 261)
comments on the words of the prayer 79% NI {("You remember”):

This is the order of the judgment. Judgment is carried out
with a reflection upon all the past, present, and future.
Therefore we say: D2V 1ipyn 94 nAN — “You remember the
deeds [performed] in the world,” which relates to the past...
Yyman %9 nis i nin — “You remember all that is made,”
which involves the present... 79" ¥t 123 Yop — “All is re-
vealed and known before You,” which relates to the future.

The question is why judgment on Rosh Hashanah involves
reflection wpon all the past starting from “Bereishis,” the begin-
ning of time, up until the distant future at the end of all genera-
tions. It would appear that judgment should involve only what

‘,ﬂ-‘ has occurred during the past year which is being judged, accord-
ing to which, HaKadosh Baruch Hu gives each one of us what he
deserves for the forthcoming year. " '

{ The answer is the following:
\{) It is incumbent upon every Jewish per’.i'ﬁn to Strive for his

perfection, Aside from this individual responsibility. the general

community of Kial Yisrael is duty-bound to rectify the entire cre-
ation through avedal (service of Hashem) during all the genera-
tions and to bring creation to its ultimate perfection. This com-
pleteness or perfection, termed as nnPyI N9NY, “the complete
Redemption,” is like one whole structure, which is constructed

and assembled from many stones. Every Jew has his own part

— his own stone in the erection of this perfect building. It fol-

lows, therefore, that the Qerfectlon of the building — which is

being built by all the generations ~— depends on each individual
“builder. Every single deed of each individual person is judged

according to its impact upon the past. In o

is judged to what degree it successfully continues and completes

the avodah of the forefathers a i generations or, j

f chas v’shalom, to what degree it has damaged the structure that
the past generations have already built. The work of all the gen-

erations must ke viewed as a chain stretching from the first gen-.

eration to the last, of which each generation — and each indi-
wvidual person — is a link. If one link is missing or damaged, the
continuity of the chain becomes impaired. Pegple tend to think,
incorrectly, that their deeds are relevant exclusively to them-
selves, at this particular place and time. They d reali t
their actions impact the entire creation!

Tor the same reason, HaKadosh Baruch Hu reflects upon the
*  future as well when judging the present. It is in order to ascer-
tain to what extent each deed of each individual person consti-
tutes another step towards the eventual completion of the goal in
the chain of genci'ations. Each generation, and each individual,
has a unique task in bringing about the final Redemption. Cre-
ation will achieve its final perfection when Mashiach will come
through the culmination of gach indjyidual’s deeds in every gen-
eration. In the blessing of Zichronos, our Sages show us the heavy
sponsibility carried by each one of us bevend the individual
scope, and the duty to fulfill our gvodas Hashem_jth_cach.aﬂﬂan

s0 that it should hasten the coming of the Redemption.| ;
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ROSH HASHONAH 95

(“When we perform mitzvos, we use diverse, external parts
of our bedy: our hands for charity, our head for tefilliis, our
mouth for eating matzah and sometimés our whole body as
with the mitzvah of sukkah. The commandment of shofar,
however, is different because it requires expelling breath from
inside our body — and therein lies its unique symbolisa.

Throughout the year we commit sins until we reach the
stage of onn 3 PN wNy 191 9 qan (Yeshayah 1:6). We have
besmirched ourselves from head to toe, and yet on Raosh
HaShonah we stand before Hashem and try to find favour in
His eyes. On what grounds? ,
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The answer 1s that whenever aYid strays it is only'an out-

ward act of waywardness, as indicated by the words 11 531 qan
wny — referring to outer lisnbs, However, the inner essence
of aYid — his repwe, is always firmly attached to Hashemn.
Despite his wrongdoings, he never severs his bond with
Hashern and his basic loyalty remains intact notwithstanding
his occasional Tapses.
-Q}It 1s this o, this mn%? core of alleriance, that is rep-
resented by the sound of the shofar that comes from within.
When its notes are blown and a Yid submits afresh to Divine
authority, he does so with a nvma that iy untarnished. This
mepns o is hus kodesh hakodashim and when iU is evoked
through the shofar, it immediately gives vise to Divipe fa-
vour,

This thought lends deeper meaning to a verse in para-
shas Balak Swawra 9ny nee s, “Hashem has not observed ay
perverseness amongst klal Yisroel” (Bamidbar 23:21). Why not
— are we always perfectly behaved? In response, the verse
concludes v 199 sy and Rashi explains that nyon is an
expression of myn, friendship and closeness. This means that
even when a Jew is wayward, Hashem is prepared to play

. down his mlquity because ya — deep down inside that person

tlie1e remains 3 My, and an attachment which is never lost
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