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Is 1t not because my God is not In my midst that these evils have come upon me?"'® But ! will
surely have concealed My face on that day because of all the evil that it did, for it had turned
to gods of others. 1% So now, write this song for yourselues, and teach il lo the Children of Israel,
place it in their mouth, so that this song shall be for Me a witness against the Children of fsrael,
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19. nkyy nyws — This song, i.e., the nexi Sidrah, Haazinu
" {Rashi). Haazinu is called a song because Jews always chant
it and it is writlen in the form of poetic verse {Rarmiban ). This,
however, does not explain why God ordained that its con-
tents be & song. Rabbi Gedalizh Schorr explained that “song”
implies the concept of hanmeny, in that people recognize
that all elements of the universe fuse in cartying out God's
will, just as all the notes in the scote of 5 complex song, all
the instruments of an orchestra, and all the voicesin a choit  #
join in harmonicus cooperation to create a song, as op-
posed to the disjginted noise that results from the fatlure of
the notes, ifstruments, and voices to harmonize properly. In .
Haazinu, Israel is shown how all pasts of Creation respond
harmoniously to the sins and good deeds of God’s people.
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PARASHAS VAYEILECH [ 235

his pasuk is the source of the 613th mitzvah in the

Torah — the obligaticn ite_a Sefer

Torah {see Shuichan Aruch, Yoreh Deah 270). The Torah
Temimah (8§26) wonders where in this pasuk it can be inferred that
2 person is obligated to write an entire_Sefer Torah. It would seem
that the obligation is to write this song which, as Rashi 5ays,
means Parashas Haazinu. He quotes the Rambam {Hilchos Sefer
_ Torah 7:2) who_explains that it is a positive_commandment for
every Jew to write a Sefer Torah which contains this sona, since
one is not permitted to write the Torah as “parshiyos, parshitjos”
(chapters, chapters). Since it would not be permissible to write

only the Song of Haazinu, the mitzvah must be to write a full Sefer
Torah which contaings the Song of Haazinu.
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' pottion. The secret and mystery of Torah denote everything thai' a
person is privileged to attain and understand. The very essence of Torah

study is the revelation of secrets, 1o delvé ever mare deeply into the
depth of Torah. This same knowledge of Torah assumes a new

" dimension when one immerses himself in it more deeply. Whatever such

a person has already attained through his intense effort then becomes

the simple meaning; as he plunges ahead, he plumbs more deeply, and

he reveals the unknown, the incomprehensible. He is thus always

occupied in the revelation_of secrets.

. 158 / LIVING INSPIRED
‘q 1'14 '(036,

I/effect is achieved by playing those individual notes — each note
must bethe correct one, played at the correct time — and the
music results! One cannot produce music “as a whole” in one
single action — one can only execute each individual tiny
component faithfully and accurately; when this is carefinll
done, music is the result, )

/An analogy would be as follows: music is a deep and
wonderful example of the béauty which can be perceived in the
world. A musical experience is certainly greater than the sum
of its paris, the individual notes which must be played to
produce that music. One is moved by the totality of the music,

@e interrelationship and harmony of the notes which combine
produce the unique quality of the music as a whola. But thatj

_20 o (@Y @ A

One can extrapolate a very practical lesson from this concept.
When one learns Torah, he must see before hirn the whole Torak,
not small pieces like a parashah here and a parashah there. That
takes away so much of the drive and cheshelk (desire} to become
knowledgeable in the length and breadth of Torah.

Maran Harav Elazar Menachem Shach, zt"l, was once shown an
innovative idea: a Gemara printed on individual pages to be put
into a looseleaf, He became very upset and declared, “Is this what
Torah is: a sheet of papes? A talmid must see the hekef (broad
scope) of Torah and must realize the all-encompassing profundity
of Flashem’s wisdom. Only then can he truly aspire to become flu-
ent in the wBole Torah. But if he thinks Torah is one piece of paper,
how can he be inspired to become a baki B'Shas (expert in the
entire Talmud}?”

Sﬁa__z!chan Aruch, only Qrach Chaim and parts of Yoreh Deah are
sSt:g_hed. What_about the rest? The old European rabbanii had
as and » - - -
s and poskim at their fingertips. Who today even aspires to
x Perhaps this is the lesson from the words of the Rarbam that
Torah not_ be considered “parshiyos, parshiyos — one should
not be satisfied with mediocrity. Pasashas Vayeifech is read either
cfn the Shabbos before Rosh Hashanah or on Shabbos Shunah, a
time of year when a Jew strives to attain new heights in his avodas
Hashem. He should take this important message to heart. )
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TOWARD A MEANINCGEFUL LIFE

Qj ?\. “Seggh Son

f you were to make a list of all the things you did roday, it mi_ght
I jook like this: You woke up, exercised, showered, ate breakfast,
" made a phone call, read the newspaper, checked the weather fore-
cast, got dressed, went 10 work, had pleasant moments with some
colleagues and unpleasant ones with others, took a lunch break, had
same productive meetings and some unproductive ones, went home,
ate dinner, did a hittle paperwork, talked with your family, read a
magazine, and went to sleep. Along the way, you had hundreds of
trivial encournters and perhaps one or two meaningful ones,
5, Qne day's
y after day,
into millions

mind, creating untold tension and anxiety. What's worse, these {riv-
tal activities are bound to overwhelm the very few truly significant.
events in our lives, Over time, the fragments pile up. and begin_to
uffocate your s.ou_l_. ‘While your inner self craves focus, purpose, and.
d‘{ection_. any stray experiences disturb its steady_course. s it any
wonder that after forty or fifty years of slogging through such dis-
jointed days, we wake up and suddenly wonder, "What have ] done

with my life?”

hours devoted to earning a Jiving, to eating and sleeping, to meeting
your so~ial obligations, how much time do vou have left to satisfy
your true needs, to pursue your Kigher goals? Amidst the clamor of
your, chaotic life, how can you hear the voic: of vour soul?
Obviausly. it is impossible to eliminate your basic daily needs—
you have to eat and sleep and_make a living. So_the only. optioe is
to find a thread that unites all your daily activities and sews all the
fragments together
712 This thread is the mission that G-d_has asked you 1g fulfit: o
refine yourself and every aspect of your life, from your intelfect and
emotions all the way dows to the most mundanc actvities. Such
focus has a twotold result: Everything in your life becemes united
toward ene end, eliminating the fragmcntgt_ion,- and even the small-
J st activity becomes infused with real meaning, since everything you
do has a G-dly_purpose. :
How do you beconte G-dly? By, connecting to your soul. And

how do you cannect to your soul? By giving it time Instead of

acknoﬁrléag.ing vour saul sporadically, at certain

 times and_jn certain

places, you acknowledge it all the time, everyplace. You sanctify
"%every moment of your life—not only while you are studying or
praying or doing charitable deeds, but while you are cating and
sleeping, at home or at work, while t_révgli_pg__:)r on vacation_ Instedd

of carrying out your daily activities by rote, vou_discover_ the
G-dliness within each of them.
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SEEING THE DIVINE WILL IN THE MITZVOS
et us delve further, What dimension does this ferzchakb add 1o
‘Tarah learning, and how is this hinted at in the verse?

The prophet Yeshayah castigated the fewish peeple for the fact
that they served Hashem “tzaw [tzav kav Phav zéer sham ze'er sham

sk-mankind. Each mi

(Yeshayahu 28:10). HaKadosh Baruch Hu, who is One and whose
will is One, has only one all-encomptfising request for man: “And
now what does G-d ask of you? Only to fear Him...” {Deuarim

es from_us a constant awareness of His |
of His divine providence, of His control of the world and

our cb-

’;2(_/ ligation to emulate Him, and to function in the world totally in

consenance with His will. Likewise, all of the 613 mitzvos are con-
tained in the mitzvah of emunaly, belief, in “anochi Hashem Elokecha”
(Mabharsha, Makkos 235). But since we are himan beings in a phy;cal
world, we cannot relate to this one unified divine will wichour it being
broken down to segments that we can deal with individually. This is
what is meant by “G-d said one thing, but we heard two” (Tehillim
62:12) — G-d_gave us one word, one will, which had to be broken
down into many pacts.
Imagine a gigantic lightbulb, so large and brighe that one cannot
gaze at it. Put this lightbulb into a large globe with 613 windows.
Through each window one can see just a glimpse of the lightbulb.
The entire lightbulb can be perceived by looking through cach of the
613 windows one after the ather; thereby one can gain a composite
picture of the lightbulb. So, 100, cach individual mitzvah is merely
a small manifestation of G-d’s one all-pervasive will and desire_for
is.a window to gi impse of that one

united will. (See alse “The Essence of Chanukah,” where this anal-

oy is presented.)

2> There is. more (g leading 2 Torah way of life than observing 613

mitzyah and glimpse the all-inclusive will of G-d that must shape
and mold one’s lifestyle, personality, va.['uc's; and standards. In addi-
tion to obeying the commands, ene must also understand the impli-
cations and meanings of thost mitzvos and their broader contexts.
That is why sometimes the Torah_refers to listening to G-d’s will as
“shomein {%kol Hashem — listening 20 G-d's words” and “shomei
tkol Hashem - listening into His words.” “Zbo!” implies listening
to His words, and “b%o!” implies heeding its implications. One who
observes Torah “tzav [teav bav Lkan,” who observes the limited rules
but fajls to be sensitive to the implication of the divine will inherent
in each mitzvah, is missing something crucial.

Yaakov Avinu makes it a point to tell Esav, “1 lived with Lavan
and kept 613 mitzvos dnd didn’t fearn from his evil deeds” (Rashi,
Bereishis 32:5). Just because he kept 613 mitzvos, it is not necessarily
implicic that he did not learn from Lavan's evil ways. It is only if one

rules. The ultimate goal is to understand the implications of each_

¥ secks G-d’s will within the mitzvos that he can be agsured of creating

a Torah hashkafah, a Torah character and lifestyle that precludes be-
ing influenced by Lavan’s evil ways.

J6 __Section 1: Clarifying the Purpose of Life 21

There is a well-known idiom that one “sees only the trees but

not the forest.” Everything in the world serves a spiritual
end, so we will use this saying for our purposes, €0 explain
the proper lifestyle of deveikus 1o Hashem. There are 613
mitzvos, the main one being Torah study, as our Sages said,
“Torah study is equal to all of them.” The 613 mitzvos are
only the roots, the desails are very numerous. The words of
the 2 Zohar, who describes the 613 mitzvos as 613 pieces of

ice, are well-known. What is this advice for? The answer js

advi

1 they direct us how.to.cleave ro.the Creator!

That is to say, the mirzvos ar¢ not untelated entities, but
rather, a roadmap, indicators as to how to achieve deveikus

1o the Creator. The mitzvos, therefore, have two elements:

There is the action or the specch specific to that miczvah, and

. there is also B purpose of the mitzvah, which is to bring 2
'.*person clase to Hashem and achieve deveikus. The numercus
details of the practical aspect of the mitavos are the many

trees of the forest. But we must not lose sight of the forest.

From the standpoint of the inner essence and the ultimate
goal, all the mitzyos have one end: closeness to Hashem and

deveibus o Mign._ LW foe Mo d Sochrenyd
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The yeszer hara allows a person to learn Torah and observe

mitzyos, bur he conceals from him one simple point: whar is

the purpose_of all this? It does not even allow him to think

“about the purpose. Rather, it keeps the individual in a_starc

buc the main thing. The purposc of it all is lacking, chas

PN

Chazal have said, “Even the emptiest of them [the Jewish
people] are filled with mitzvos like 2 pomegranate” (Berachos
57a). The obvious question is: why, then, are they called
‘empty” if their mitzvos are as numerous as the seeds of 2
pomegranate? The Gaon HaRav Dovid Povarsky, 22"/ gave a

wonderful answer. He said that one might have many mitzvos

to_his credit; Torah, chessed, and manv more. However, he

has many seeds, but each one is distinct from the others, It

20 will dwell in their midst” in his heare, this unifying element

- \P‘ is lacking. There may be Torzh and mitzvos, but there is no
3 :

unified heart devoted to our Father in Heaven, There is no
inner element attaching him to Hashem.

Every person must take stock of his spiticual sicoation and ask
himself: “Does my way of life, my Torah, prayer and mitzvos,
bring me 1o palpable, true deveikus w Hashem, or perhaps,
chas veshalom, my deeds are like those of “the emptiest of
them,” Jacking an inner element thac unifies all the Torah and

mitzvos I perform?

-~
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is not like an apple or pear that is one unit. Rarher, each

seed stands alone. Similatly, a person can learn Torah and

perform many mitzvos, buc he will stil be considered empty,

because his deeds arestparate from each other, with nothing

unifying them.

Torah and mitzvos must be performed organically, as parts of

one unit, not as disconnected acts, chas veshalom. They must

alf participate in the building of one’s inner spiritsal edifice.

Torah and mitzvos, a person might learn Torah hm;r:t";rc life -

and fulfill many mitzvos, bur still be among “the empty ones

among them”.

29 °

Whar is chis inner element? Deveibuis vo Hashem! The Torah
must be studied in harmony, bearing in mind the principle
that “Hashem, the Torah, and Yisracl are one” (Zobar 3:73).
Through the Torsh, one must cleave 10 his Creator. The term

mitzvos is based on the word tzavia, referring to a bond with

Hashem, as mentioned above. Consequently, both Torah and

the mitzvos have one inner goal, whick: is closeness and deperkus

to Hashem. If one is working to reach this goal, all che Torah

he studies and all the mirzvos he performs will be intercon-

Torzh and mitzvos are not performed in a way thar brings a
. ’ . . .

person to this closeness, and there is nothing to unite them,

they will remain disconnected from cach other. When one’s

heart i3 emipty of the Creator, and there is no realization of “I
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In the opening address to the first Yarchei Kallah after the
Ponevezher Rav passed away, Rabbi Shmuel Rozovsky, one
of the legendary Roshei Yeshivah of Ponevezh, memorialized
the Ponevezher Rav by sharing with those in attendance a
beautiful insight from him.

We read in Sefer Yehoshua that a man braridishi_nga sword

suddenly appeared before Yehoshua on the night before the .

._J,g{wish people attacked Jericho.
3 Yehoshua asked the man, “Hailanu atah, im letzaranu
— are you with us, or with our enemies?” {Yehoshua 5:13).
The man answered, “No, for I am the commander of

Hashem’s tegion; atah basi — now [ have come”(ibid., 5:14).
The Talmud {Megillah 3a} explains this cryptic dialogue.
The man — or, as we read in pasuk 14, the angel —

rebuked Yehoshua for two iniquities: For skipping the daily

aftemoon offering that day, and for not encouraging the
nation to study Torah that night.

* Yehoshua asked the angei which of the two iniquities was
imore s:gmﬂcant ‘and the angel replied that the lack of Torah
study was more pressing.

53

How does the Talmud’s explanation fit into the words of

these pesukim?
Tosafos explains that Yehoshua and the angel were con-

versing in code.
When Yehoshua asked the angel, “Are you lanu — with
s,” he meant to ask whether he came to rebuke hirm for the

lack of Torah study, based on the association of Torah and’

éthe word lanu in the pasuk, “Torah tzivah lanu Moshe — The
Torah that Moshe commanded us” (Devarifn 33:4).

The angel's reply — “Atah basi — now | have ceme,”
— was a reference to the nation’s laxity in Torah study, for
we find the word atah associated with Torah in the pasuk,
‘}“ Ve'atah kisuu lachem es hashirah hazos — So now,"-. write
this song for yourselves.”

Putting ‘aside the question of why the angel and Yehoshua

spoke in code, there is another oddity that the Ponevezher\

word as Yehoshua? If Yehoshua already originated the code
ward “lanu” to refer to Torah, why couldn’t the angel stick
with that word? Why did he switch to “atah™?

Yehoshua was_surprised that the angel would rebuke
him for allowing the people to spend the night resting, said
the Ponevezher Rav. A nation that was about to make its
first attempt to conquer Eretz Yisrael needed to get a good
night's sleep. o

'1 The angel was not satisfied with Yehoshua’'s explanation
for the laxity in Torah study, because there are two aspects
to Torah study. There is an obligation to study Torah as we
read in the verse, “The Torah that Moshe commanded us.”
There can be very valid reasons not to fulfill an obligation.
Perhaps one of the best excuses not to fulfill the obhgauon to

Eretz Yisrael.
But there is another part to Torah study. Torah is consid-
ered a song, as we see in the verse “So now, write this song

for yourselves.” Did you ever hear someone trying to excuse

himself from singing a song?_A song comes from the soul;
it conveys an inner feeling of closeness and yearning. If a
person feels that_yearnmg, he sings; if not he does not need
to excuse himself for singing. Furthermore, singing is _E_IEEI_—
surable. Even a_person who claims to be too exhausted to

hours of the mormng at a kumzitz.

The angel’s response negated Yehoshua's excuse, and
at the same time, left us with a demanding message for
all time, _

If we consider Torah study an obligation — a “chore” of

rts — then we can find many excuses to free ourselves from
that obligation. Sometimes we are too tired or busy to make
time for Torah. Sometimes we simply can't concentrate when
we sit down to learn.

These may be valid excuses not to fulfiil the obligation to
study Torah. But Torah study should not sgem like an obliga- _
tion to us, we should consider it to be a heartfelt song. If we
internalize the feeling that Torah is like a song, we won 't find

reasons to excuse ourselves from Torah study; we will use
every available moment to_sing the S\ALQCLS.QHQ_QLIOLah.
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