Odyssey of Obliviousness
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They sinned doubly, as it is written (Lam. 1:8), “Jerusalem
has sinned a sin,” a double expression. They were punished
doubly, as if is written (fsa. 40:2), “For she has received from the hand ?t‘
Cod double for all her sins.” And ihey will be comforted doubly, as it is
weitten (ibid. 40:1), “‘Comfort, comfort My people,’ your God will say.”
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Anothar caugs:

And i @ the nest verss 1 in writben; Therefore, My people Aove
fone into exile for want of knowledge, (9

Anther rause for the deatraction:

Apkeit 3y 9y — Rav Hamonos wadd: g o ngng A%
1M by M n I drpay inawa — Jerasalen wan detroped
unly becanse they diverted the achoalchildren in it from their
Torahstudiess  “wopaw — 2o lthe vermt] statce  Frio-by qom,,
Ty = fiod pour Hury) on Jittle childven in the eireels,
U e, ol g - Wi i the resson that firy will ponr
T puma P, D0 — Hecamee Brele children are i the
atreef instead of in the clareroom where thay balong 12!

Ancther cause:
i py — Ul eaid: o o ' vimi g ¥ o3 9
SR 7 0Ny TG = Jeruealam was dortrognd only bacamss they
had noehune for exch other; Y — an the verse] elates:
"y EnaY s P19 e Y R va Ve, — They shoudd houe
been arhamund, for they itted an ab ion; yet they
ore pot of oil pebawed et

Another canse for (he destruction of Jerasalem:

Prrs vpg = R Yitechakasid:  Saps s ogven ngy «%
211 193 W — Jevtusalem was deatroyed only bacause the
greni and (he small were considersd equal; gy — wlibe
veree] stalem  TIOR TP M, — Andd i shall be os sich the
Ppeaple 30 itk the Eoken ... mng 20 - ad immed-
ately afterwards It is written: g panpon, - Theland
will br utterly emptied. 30
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10 vay = Bav Amram the won of B Shimon bar Abba suid i
the nwme of R’ Shimon bar Abba who esld in the name of R
Chaning: 7 nes ity vy 3ea Wn oepry R IE K7 -
Jerusalem wis deatroyed only becauses they did pot adeondsh
oo moother;  wowng — ag [the verse] states T £,
P Ry R S we ~ M Teaders were ke Rarte (Rt found
no paature. ¥y big oyt T m e e e g - Jost
1his hart walks ict a herd with the bead of (his one pext to the
wail of that one, ¥ 1R OTHE WP T IMRIT SETYTRE - 30
00 did ibe Lsrael i thai ey thelrfavesinthe |

Y -] id speing the o ithem, o s
a1 N ) = and they did not admomish ane gonther*n
Another cause: .
MY 27 Tok —~ Rav Yehodsh esld: s oy nar e
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beranse Ibey dercaned Torah scholars in it; e -
[ibin verse] elales: W37 DIN2s DR 2ebeg mayED T,
Traga oynrnm = bl ey mocked the messsngers of God,
despised Ris words and scoffed af His prophets, nfy i
RN HIPIY Napa Ahe — undil the wrath of God roc &
ageingt His people, until there wox no remedy, 4 :
The Geunors elaborates on the lagk part of this versa: 3
RRTY 1T, Rl — What does it mean whea it ek
wayneremedy? 37 g e 23 e — Rav Yehudak il
the pumeuf Baw:  1nange Y e mggeabn mana -
Whoorer demeans Torah echolars — there 13 oo remedy for bis,
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X “Suffering and Forgiveness [ 163 f - l ~ FiRsase
i Listo & o Hosops

the exchange and called over the offended party. “Let me
ask you a question,” he said. “The Gemara says_that
Jerusalern was destroved because people insisted on adher-
ing_to the letter of the law. Because people insisted on the
exact letter of the law, they refused to bend or give an inch,

?They insisted on their full rights. But what does this mean?
Doesn’t the Prophet tell us that it was destroyed because of
the prevalence of idolatry, bloodshed and adultery? I'll tel)
you what it means. If the people in Jerusalem had been wiil-
ing to forgive each other, then the Almighty would have for-
given them even for the horrendous sins of idolatry, blc:od—
shed and adultery. What caused the downfall of Jerusalem?
Its, pecple’s refusal to forgive,”

Two Jews with the identical record can come before
the Heavel_'_llv Court, and they can receive entirely diffarent
judgments. Hashem may forgive one and grant him a good
year._while He punishes the other one severely. How can this
be? The one who is willing to forgive will be himself forgiven.
Qur Sages told us so. We can take it to the bank,

Forgiving other people, that is the key. Not just a grudging

forgiveness. True forgiveness emanates from a generosity of
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spirit, an attitude of magnanimity. That is what Hashem wants w101 190 .Daw Noony Kt mxkanw maven ba 591 maan oberm

tq see from us.

250 TIMELESS SEASQNS

1 R finches Roberts
The prophetYirmiyah, author of Megiflas Eichah, writes of
Jerusalem ag m9wnar nxon non, — usually translated as o cty
that has “greatly sinned” {Eichah 1:8). However, the use of t he,
double verb is explained by our Sages as_meaning “sinned

" doubly”. but they do not elaborate on this dual sin. Another

anune oA nxaw Y93 pwsn wipna maviw imen Rreay 2 beaa ann
B WIPRa
A3 = nwKy mMng Yaws KT YR v anvp pvw me jRony
Wi7 kS My gab e oan T MK 1001 SR DRI T
TIRYW I3 P DKW DM mInM yNT LSTHYY TRTIIM TRmyn Towee
oA DIK MIYIND B3 WOK NDXE DRW phT BN MW T K91 4 Dy

DX Dewnn K9 WKl AMna erpt mevip Swooenb mnm wnpn X

TTaK T 230 Pawn usn bow) QI 1K 9D TWATTS MK T 8s ronn
K

problem s why Jerusalem, in particular, is branded more than
the rest of Eretz Xisrole‘l.The type of sins which gave rise to
the churban as detatled in tractate Yoma (9b), do not appear ta
be connected with the capital city miore than anywhere else.

According to our Sages in the Midrash, the name
“Jerusalem” is a combination of two separate attributes:

K ame obunr m a i xbw mown ke Yawa nv‘:-mi
b;_:nwn Ky — oy 10 Sy Twn vwn Swomnw okt oomw ke
NKYY7 PR 1 .0Mw DK 00 W 7IRYIN KT SThap XIRImE Dipven
K7 13 u8n 9K TVER DK A0 WDRY L ANaDnD naw e IR 0w
23 MP%i1a 9"and AnS 130 DWW DXT W A KOW uDn i oan wnes

xv, meaning “fear” and oww, “peace” ~— hence mwenm.

PX_WRN _@%wTen on wipnn o) ohwY o XY mrowT memn
Py1 bW Ay BrrawT DR VP DUBWE 1K 9 by AKX o

When Ayrohom Ovinu took his beloved Yitzchok, to

slanghter bim on a pi.acc which was designated later as the
Temple mount, that site was sclected forevermore as 'n mn
any_(Bereishis 22:14). Avrohom’s submission to the will of
Hashem amounted to the greatest demonstration of awe and
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fied that monnt as the abode of v and the domicile of thc
Divine presence, '

(p The second half of the name, oww, denoting peace and
harmony is also well-founded, and has its roots in the hifetime
of Yaakov Ovinu. The Torah relates that he decided to rest
on that same spot and gathered oypnn nann (Bereishis 28:11).
He gathered twelve stones in order 1o protect his body. Those
stones, however soon joined together and became one, as the
verse records, yann nx npn {ibid. 28:18), the singnlar form in-
dicating that the twelve stones formed into one. The number
ewelve represented the twelve tribes of the future kial Yisroe!
which, in that sacred place, would unite intdone kindred
unit and ser¥e Hashem together in the Beis HaMikdosh. In
particular, they would all converge on Jerusalem over the

yorim tovint and celebrate in a spiric of peace and friendship,

%turning 1t o vIm > many vy (Telddllim 122:3). No more
private and independent bamos were allowed because they

fragmgnted the people. For the same reason npsnny 89 09wy

Youra 12a): it was the property of one unified nation,
¥
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(g Even the Beis HaMikdosh itself was built on the basis of
equality and oneness. The Torah restricted the contributions
of rich and poor alike vy 85 1 M N vyn (Shemos 30; 15)
and the resutt was nann g8y o (Shir HaShirim, ch. 3) — 2
building bespeaking love and born out of likeness and parity

Our present ¢xile, say the Sages, was caused by sinas chinam,
basdeqq hatred {Yoma 9b). People lived and worked together

but_concealed their dislike for each other in the recesses of
their_hearts. Their antipathy had no halachic grounds (see
Rashi on Shabhos 32b) and as such transgressed the prohibi-
tion of 72293 PR NN 2own 85 (Fayikra 19:17) — festering and
spreading on a national scale.

__P What, however, made this sin even worse was that it also
occurred in Jerusalem — the abode of i and 07w, Someone
who hates but hides it 1o avord detection shows no fear of God
who can detect our innermost thoughts. In His Divine presz
euce, our heart is laid bare, and to display this lack of respect
and awe in the city of nwy» was a crime of miajor proportion.
But now had another terrible conseguence. It ripped asunder
the precious fabric of peace and unity that was the special
hallmark of Jerusalem. The city that from time immemorial
had promoted oww and friendship was now riddled with dis-

pute and worse; its whole foundation WAS 1§} Tus. i
[C‘l That is the meaning of Db navn non, the double sin

of sinas chittam which was an offence against the attributes of

nny and o, specific to Jerusalem. And the penalty: churban’
and golus. Qur disunity in Jerusalem resulted in_our being di-’
vided vut gmongst other nations, and our lack of fear has led
to fearing torrents of persecution over the conturies — mea-
sure for meastire. .
With this in mind, how much more meaningful are the
words of our Sages (Berochos 6b), who posit that a true Jewish
marrugc is_akin to the rebulldme of Jerusalem. To make 2
success of marriage there must be mutual respect for one’s

In additlon one must LLI].tl\-’.ltB shaham bayis 5o that peace :mcl
eneness reign suprente. These qualities of respect and peace
were ravaged in Jerusalem, but they can be restored in klal
Yisroel chrough the medinm of marital harmony. o

X ow o LAl

Now we can begin ‘to understand what Rabbeinu Yonah was.
saying about #zarus ayin and twv ayin, bad eyes and good eyes.
What is £zarus gyin? What is a bad eye? The word szar means
partow, as the Gemara says in Yoma (21a) that no one ever said
“oar i hamakorn” in_Yerushalavim. No one ever said, “It’s too
\;{(tight here; I'm uncomfortable” The word fzer means narrow,
confined, restricted,
s A person that has tzarus apin looks at another person
through a crack, through 2 kevhole. He has a very narrow view
of the other person, a very constricted view. He sees only one
aspect of the other person. But every person has many aspects,
innumerable aspects, and it is impossible to give a person com-
pleteness if'you do not see the complete person.

The son who served his father gourmet food failed to see the
completeness of his father. Maybe his father would have been
better off if his son had given him a dry piece of brdad but had
sat down with him and told him about his business successes.
His father would probably have enjoyed greater pleasure and
fulfilimént than from the coldly served gourmet dishes. But
someone with zzarus ayin doesn’t perceive that, because he only
sees the other person through the narrow crack. He only sees
the de;n.il but fails to see the big picture. He fails to sce the

whole E' Eﬁmn

The other ¢-n, however, saw the totality of his father. So

IN SEARCH OF Greginess

A Sg the Mishnah says in Avos &’ Rabbi Nassan that if you give
another person all the gifts in the world but do it with a sour
face, it's as if you did nothing, Do you know why? Because you

idn'’t give it to the person. You gave it to a need. And the need
is not the person. It is simply something that he lacks. The per-
‘son, the real person, is the composite of all the aspects of the
person. If you give him a warm shalom aleichem, if vou address
the essence of the person, that is worth more than all the gifts

in_the wosld.

walk over and give him a warm shalom aleichen, you're touching
* his essence. You're giving him substance and assurance, you're
giving him validity, you're giving him life. You've touched his
sere. That is why you only get six blessings when you give a coin

to a poor person but you get eleven blee.slngs when you speak
warmly and kmdly to h1m
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