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2 Balak said to Baiaam, “Go, now, | shail take yout to a different place, perhaps it will b
proper in God's eyes that you will curse them for me from there.”  Balak took Balaam fo the

summit of the height that overlooks the face of the asteland,

,grz‘-’ Balaam said to Balak, “Build for me here seven altars and prepare for me here seven bulls
nd seven rams."* Balak did as Balaam sald, and he brought up a bull and a ram on each aliar,
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¢ haye a general principle that “S'char mitzug bhai

almdt leika - There is no reward for a mitzvg in this

world.” Mitzvos are performed here but their
reward is reserved for the next world. This world is finite, it
bears finite action; the next world is infinite and it expresses
the results of this-worldly actions in infinite terms, A mitzog
here is paid out in equivalent value there, and that
equivalence is infinity.
% Itis remarkable that almost all of the mitzvos consist of
Physical actions - only a very few are performed by thought
or attitude alone. This means that the mitzvos function by
performance of physical actions which activate effects In the
spiritual realm. The action takes place here; the result occurs
there. There is no reward here because the reward for a
mitzvg is the mitzva itself the reward consists of the efféet
breught about by that mitzva which is experienced by the
Heshana in the r';ext world; the change, the growth which |
o

12

i takes place in the neshama of the person who performs that

mitza is the reward itself,

=0 JBonding between this world and the next is effected
the body performs the mitzoa, the neshama

by_mifzpos:

experiences the result: and since this world is the domain of

f d the next is the domain of the nesharna, a bridge

is formed between i‘hem.)

* * *

LB Let us look more deep_ly. When the body is engaged in

perfonn'ir}g a__mitzoz, the mind should be focused

appropriately — the body must perform its work in

e rd

physicality while the mind transcends the physical so that

the result is_the translation of material into spiritual. If the
intention of the ane erforming the mifzog is in_fact to
perform a spiritual act, an act of Divine service, then the
physical action is elevated to the level of spirit, and the bond

etween material and spiritual has been forged, If, however,

tHe intention is not transcendent at all, the mitzga lives in

this world only,
The rule in the spiritual world is that afl things must be

paid in kind: a purely physicat action can have only physical

results. An action propelled into transcendence by_that
component of the hurmman which is.in fact trapscendent, the

mind, can live in the higher world. This is the reason that

vang, mtention, is sa important when performing mitzvos:
oneshould be sure to intend that the action of the mitzua is
being done becanse it is 4 milzva, because Hashem has

cammanded this action.
]lj' To be sure, even a mitrug performed with inferior
motiv

es may be valid; if it meets the minimum haiachic}

N 71

(rt;;guirements for that mifzva there will be an et::::i:;fet:;i
The Mesillas Yesharim states that Hashem pays x 2yen e
mast_inferior mitzvos because “Ha'kadosh Baruch :.. i
m'kape'ach s'char kol ber'ya — The Holy One, B}:es;sf,ed 1srsor;
does not withhold the reward of any creature. f a pet.ve‘
performs a mitzva primarily because of some ulterior motive:

if one gives fzedaka (charity) in order lo be admired, tor |
L one gives ;zed |

' i id for that
exajnple, there is no doubt that reward will be pat

the giver at least partially in tende_d L mitzva.

mff%?q it

a

L:; But the Mesilas YesharinVs choice of words is
chillingly clear: the expression “eino m'kape'ach s'chay kof
ber'ya” is taken from the reward which the Torah prescribes
for.dogs - the Chumash records that when the Jews left

action of an animal, which Poussesses no free choice at all, is
duly rewarded - “Hashem does not withhold the reward of

any creature.” And from this we can learn that even the most
inferior_mijtzve, that mifzva_which is invests with the
a - - - - ] T

foran animal action!

: Conversely, even one mitzva, if performed truly
“Ushem shamayim — for the sake of Heaven”, has the potential
to_guaranteas eternal existence in the next world for the one
who performs it thus, Mitzvos are done here, birt they must
be ipvested in the next world. If a person wants real Iife In

the world to come, his life here must be directed, dedicated,

towards that world. |
™ * *
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So much for the myth that &znius is relevant only to women.
Mow for the second myth that (znius is primarily an issue of the

Tanach.in which the root Y)Y appears is thet at the end of the
Book of Michah (6:8): “He has told you, man, what is good
and what the L-rd seeks from you, only to act justiy, love
chesed, and walk maodestly (na% yayim) before your Lrd.”
Clearly, when the prophet describes walking modestly as one
of the three cardinal principles by which every Jew must guide
his life, he is describing a concept far more encompassing than
the appropriate styles in women's dress.
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+u A CALL TO THE INNER BEING
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Thus far we have defined tznius negatively — ie., in terms
of what it is not. itis now time for us to try to give the concept
a more positive definition. Tznius, in fact, encompasses a
number of closely related ideas. Above all, it is a call to us o
emphasize and strengthen the internal aspects of our person-

ality, to concentrate our energies on that which is deeper and
more hidden within us — our spirituai nature. That is why the

command_to_walk _humbly before G-d could serve for the
prophet Michah as one of the three basic principles _upon
which @ Jew must conduct his life. It is nothing less than a
demand that we emphasize the Divine image within us, the
soul which was taken from under the Kisel Hal{avod (Divine
‘throne) and brought into the physical world.

The specific laws concerning proper attire and the like are
expressions of this overriding command. Their purpose is to
ensure that our attention is not diverted by the beauty of the
physical bedy from the spiritual being. that constitutes the

- essence of others as well as ourselves.
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%ur innermost self is comprised of your deepest
thoughis and feelings, those that center around vour
efforts to draw closer to God by becoming a berter hu-

Waiking humbly before G-d can also be undersicod as walk-
“ing_privately before Him. To fulfill the command, then, is 10

guide our behaviar solely according o the recognition that our
every act is in the presence of G-d. Thus whether we are in our

inner sanctum or in a crowd of peaple is irrelevant, for there is

*;Etimate!y only one Judge of our actions, and His is the only
a

ppraval we seek.

This_attitude radically distinguishes us from the prevailing

society for whose members the approval of others is the only
source of validation. We live today in what might be termed a
pubtic relations society. if an event is not recorded in the media,
it is as if it did not occur at all. Many celebrities emplioy public-
ity agents whose sole vask is to ensure that their client’s name
appears as frequently as possible in newspapers and maga-
sines so that others will know that he or she. is still important.

By contrast, the most crucial moments in Jewish history
were often those that took place in absolute solitude, as far
from the eyes of the world as possible. We as a people take our
name, Yisragl, from Vaakov's encounter with an angel, The
To{ah‘_s" account of_the event begins, “And Yaakowv.was left
alogk... " (Bereishis 32:25). Yaakov's being by himself of

negEs}:‘iLv preceded his grappling with the angel. And when the
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man bemg. This is a_part of you which, if vou are
_s_ens_mvg you most likely don’t feel comfortable shar-
g n detail with others, You intuitively sense that

+§0me measure of privacy preserves the quality of what

you are trying to develop within yourself, The very

idea of “spiri is '
aof §;.31r.ttua‘1 self-display” probably strikes YOl as
a contradiction g terms. ' '

‘ In fact, {tis. Broadeasting vour spitituality, even
lf.}’fm.\_\_’fﬁDFEd to, would not work. Making a point of
tell;_qg._qye;ynne how you spent the whole day £aring
fo_r‘____al___s_;;_!_-: neighbor would call into question the very
sp1r1.mal quality of your actions. This is because Spiri-
tuality is, by ifs_.nature, deep and cersoﬁal. The
moment you effectively climb a podium and shout
into 2 loudspeaker, “Gather 'round and tisten! I'm

have obviously ceased to be ejther deep, personal, or

spiritual,
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