THE THREAD OF
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\ 332 PARSHA ILLHMINATIONS

Two of the most remarkable and least understood of the
ten nisyonos which confronted Klal Yisrael in the midbar were
those of the meraglim and Korach. It is important to
understand these two revolutions against Hashem and
Moshe Rabbeinu in their proper perspectives. Targum Onkelos
interprets the pasuk “Vayikach Korach” — “And Korach took”
(Bamidbar 16:1) — as “Ve'ispeleig  Korach” — “Korach
perpetrated a schism.” Rashi (ibid.) states that Korach asked
the question: “Is a falis which is entirely made of fecheilos —
blue_wool — required to have fzilzif [which contains a
techeiles strand) or js it exempt?” When Moshe exclaimed that
it certainly is required to have fzitzis, Korach scoffed: "IF 3
single thread of fecheilis is sufficient for an entire talis, why
shouldn’t a talis composed entirely of techeiles exempt itself!”
The Midrash (Bamidbar Rabbah 18:3) adds another question
posed by Korach: “Is a room full of sacred books exempte/
from a mezuzah or not?” Again, when Moshe responded in
the affirmative, Korach scoffed, “If a single mezuzah exempts
an_entire room, then a room full of sacred books should
certainly exempt itself!” Korach was actually alluding to the
idea that Klal Yisrael, which is entircly composed of many
hely individuals, should not require the services of an
intermediary such as Aharon or Moshe between them and

Hashem. He felt that Kial Yisrael, as a group, could
communicate with Hashem directly.
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“The entire congregation is holy, and Hashem

ol is among them; why do you raise yourselves
over the congregation?” (Bamidbar 16:3).

The schism that Korach sought to implement was an all-
out war against Hashem, and his battle was with the natural
order_of holiness. He argued against peace, and “Peace” is
Hashem's name (Zchar, Bamidbar 16:1). Korach's basic
contention was that once an entity is invested with a certain
element of kedushah — sanctity — that entity no longer
requires mediation with Hashem. He argued that Kla! Yisrael,
on the threshold of entering Erefz Yisrqel, Hashem’s Holy
Land, was perfectly capable of communicating directly with

*Hashem, without the aid of self-aggrandizing leaders. By
denving Moshe's authority as Hashem's messenger, Korach
denied the legitimacy of the Torah and ultimately the
legitimacy of the One Who sent Moshe. '
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The Boree of Light

19 R feld
Are we_tzaddikim ox ate we the opposite? Or are we pechaps

somewhere in between? Are we beacons of brightness or are we

islands of darkness? Are we creative or are we destructive?

— When we take stock of ourselves, of what we have accom-
plished or failed to accomplish in our lives, we are inclined to
think like accountants. Qur approach is mathematical. We total
up the score. How many good deeds did 1 do? And how many
bad deeds? We add up the columns and that tells us if our lives
were meaningful or meaningless. Bur this is a terrible mistake.

It is an exceedingly superficial way of looking at it.
We know today, and the Gemara recognizes it from the

time of Avraham Avinu and Metan Torab, that a human being

is 2 creator. This is one of the subtlest and deepest expressions

‘J{d of the essence of man. The mystery of this entity that we calt a
human being, the secret of the ideal hurnan form of which the
Torah constantly speaks, afl the branches and the leaves and
the great trunk and the major roots, they ali come from a single
subtle root. It is that this bome sapiens we are discussing, this
entity cailed man, is a yorzer, a creatos.

You know, we are all familiar with the terms yerzer fov and
yetzer bara, and I believe that the common translations of these
terms as the good inclination and the evil inclination totally
miss the point. The word yerzer derives from the root yod-fzad-
dik-reish, which means to create. We are talking about ouy cre-
ative force, our creative energy, our creative talents. The yefzer
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tow refers to the forces in a person’s neshamah that enable him to
create gpoodness, while the yerzer hara refers to the destructive
forces that produce nepativity and evil.
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. History is the ebb and flow of the creative process. It is the
sum total of all the positive and negative creativity of all the bil-

lions and billions of people who have ever populated the world,

This moment right now, this place where we srand, as well as

every moment and cvery place, is the product of thousands of

« years of creativity of every kind, the creative forces of good apd

the creative forces of evil.

~4 The supreme concern, the preeminent measure of every indi-
vidual act 2 person does, is, according to the Torah, how it fits
into the overall pattern of positive and negative creativity, ‘The
seemingly trivial concerns with the minutiae of how to wash
your hands, how to hold your esrag and Zulav, how exactly to
do shechitah on the cow, when and how to stand during fefiliah,
all these derive from the Torah'’s extreme sensitivity to the ulti-
mate significance of every act a human bei ng performs. All the
=9 nuances, all the wrinkles and shades, affect the creative energy
that these acts generate. :

‘What makes a masterpiece by a master painter into a great
work of art? How is it different from the forger’s imitation?
It is mere subtleties, so subtle that the untrained eve cannot

see them, yet the masterpiece 15 prf;-'cless and the forgery is

worthless.

2\ The Torah is concerned with the subtleties of a person’s acts
because the subtleties are important, even if they are unrec-
ognizable to the untrained eye. These subtleties can determine

whether or not the act will generate positive creative energy.

A person may say to himself, All right, I did something
wrong, something foolish. Not so, says the Torah It’s not sim-
ply that you did something wrong and_foolish. That is lock-
ing at it mathematically. It is more important than that. You

created something wrong. You crcated something foolish. You
*havc given life and existence to these wrong and foalish acts.
Yﬁu have made them- into a reality, and in some mysterious,
imponderable way, those acts now exist in this world. They have
!:)Ecorne part of society. T
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A Matter of Time

From a mystic perspective, it is explained that Ko-

rach's desires reflected the spiritual heights to be reached -

in the Era of the Redemption. Then the Le?rites (Korach’s
tribe) will be elevated to the station of priests,’s and the

entire Jewish people will reach pinnacles of spiritual expe- ’

rience, for “I will pour out My spirit upon all flesh.™®

The rewards of that age cannot, how.e\'rer. be :fttained

, prematurely, but only as a result of our Divine service. It Is
only through our selfless devotion to the Torah qi Moshe
and the directives of “the extension of Moshe in every
generation™ — the Torah leaders of our people — that we

can elevate ourselves and the world to the point that “the

world will be filled with the knowledge of Gd.m®
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Intruth, there are two possible channels by which to
receive your livelihood, according to the perspective
you take in life:

You could decide to became justanother elemens of
nature, chasing after your bread in the chaos, running
the race of survival of the fiztest,

And the fact is, you may even do well taking this
route—in the short run. In the long run, however,
your soul is being denied its nourishment, and your
body, 100, wili never feel satisfied,

Cryou could see your life as an intimate relationship
with the Source of Life Above—as though all your
livelihood was no more than manna from heaven,
handed to you personally and lovingly straight from
the hand of your G-d and partner in all you do.

Then your maini job is 10 keep the hasket where your

mannz will fall sparkling clean, insuring that no one is

being hust or misled by your husiness, To spend the -
profits you are granted on spreading kindness in the

world.

Maybe you'll get rich this way, Maybe you won't. But
you will always be satisfied.
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