Higher Humility
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1 HASHEM spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Send forth men, if you please, and lef them spy out the

Land of Canaan that I give to the Children of Israel: one man each from his father’s tribe
shall you send, every one a leader among them."? Moses sent them forth from the Wilderness
of Paran at HASHEM's commarnd; they were afl distingudshed men; heads of the Children of Israe!

were they. _ L
* These are the narnes of the men ;uhom Mos
. €s sent lo spy out the Land, M
Hoshea san of Nun “Joshua,” Py Land oses called
3 Aetseroll - Shre dunash

2.9y — Send .. . If you please flit., for yourseif]. The _

implication is that God gave Moses permission to send spies, '-f :

but left the decision up to him. In Deutercnomy 1:21-23, the

Toreh provides further information on the sequence of
events leading up to the mission, As explained by the Sages
and Rasf in bath chapters, the people came to Moses and
asked him to dispatch spies to reconnojter Canaan and
report to them. Moses consulted God, Who said, "] have told
thern the Land is good. [But since they question Me), [ will let”
them test My veracitymﬁixjhirjgmw@e_gjyd losing
their chance to enter thie Land.” Although Moses apparently

ifor his foremost disciple? Targum Yonasan renders, “When
“Mpses saw the humllity o Joshua ... " This tmpligs That™
:}Eoses fell the need to single aut Joshua because his humik-
Sty could make him susceptible to the persuasion of his
:idlow sples e :
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Moses renamed Hoshea son of Nun “Joshua” (Bamid-
bar 13:16).

25

Prior to the departure of the twelve spies, Moshe Rabbeinu
changed the name of his disciple Hoshea to Yehoshua That
change contained within it a prayer that Hashem save Yehoshua
from the plot of the spies. It remains tb be explained, however, why
Moshe agreed to send the spies in the first place if he was aware of a
plot to malign Eretz Yisrael. In_addition, why did he pray for

Yehoshua alone and not for Calev and the others?

The Vilna Gaon in Emunah VeHashgacha explains that there are

three ways in which God manifests His Divine Providence. Lhe Ffirst -

is called_hanhagah wissis, the manifestation of overt miracles, This

was the manner in which Hashem related to us during the forty years
in the desert. A Cloud of Glory accompanied us by day and a pillar of
fire by night; we ate the Heaven-sent manna: and gur_thirst was

accompamed us on our journey. When we sinned, Divine retnbutmn
foliowed immediately in an, unmistakable fashion

'[-:I-lis describes the marner in which God re_lgted to_us gn Erefz
Yisrael, prior to our exile. At that time. a direct. xelationship_between
nature_and _Torah observance was evident. When we_kept. the

mitzpos and toiled in Torah, the rains fell in their proper times and
amounts, health and wealth were our lot; and when_ we _sinned,
drought and famine followed.

Since our exile from Eretz Yisrael, we have experienced the third
type of Divine Providence, hester panim, In this stage, God hides. His
face from us.and our ability to see God's Divine Pravidence in the
world becormes impaired.

The Vilna Gaon explains that the various manifestations of Divine
Praovidence differ only in our perception. In reality, God controls and
guides the world equally in a period when we experience Divine
miracles as a_matter of course, — and in a period where all we see is
the workings of nature. God merely hides His face in the latter period.

)}Our forefathers in the desert were aware that upon entering Fretz
Yistrael the manner in which Hashem related to us would chapge
from one of open _miracles to one of miracles within nature, Manna
would ne longer descend from the heavens; rather we would plow
and plant and harvest in order to eat. A well would ne lenger ac-
company us; rather we would depend on rainfall to quench our thirst.

Their_mistake, however, was to reason that if their lives were
apparently subiject to the same natural order as the rest of the world,

then their ultimate success or failure depended on their own military
prowess. This was a grievous error.
t was this mistaken outlock from which Moshe praved that
ehoshua would be spared, Mashe reasoned that he could better
prove to the people their mistake by letting them actually see Ereiz
Yisrael, He hoped that they would realize the imposgibility of
conguering Eretz Yisrael with their own might. And vet God had

23 Yehoshua, who was to lead Klal Yisrael during this new stage of
Divine Providence, required a special praver that he be spared from a

";"’di torted_perspective on nature. The name Yehoshua signifies i

ywr — May 07 save you. The Divine name i1? represents the
:{éynthesxs between the apparent cause and effect of the nataral world

and Hashem’s intimate spiritual link with man — the > represents
God's creation_of Olam Haba and the 0 the creation of this “of this world.

Moshe prayeaﬁhat Yehoshua see nature as nothing more than a veil
=0 Gods direct Dw_:_ne medence Hence nature — yawg — and

Moshe told the spies to bring back the fruits of Eretz Yisrael
precisely to drive home the lesson that they would still be com plely
dependent on God's beneficence. Without water. fruits cannat grow,
and in Erefz Yisrael water depends solely on rainfall, whick is
obv1ousiy not in man’s hands. Moshe wanted them to recognize that
even though there would be more effort required to secure_a
livelihood in the natural setting of Erefz Yisrael than in the desert, the
final result would depend no Jess on God than when the manna
descended directly from Heaven.

2? Unfortunately, only Calev and Yehoshya grasped this point. The
others saw only that jt was beyond their “natural” abilities to conquer
the land, and concluded that even God Himself, as it were, could not
he}B_ Etugm since He had chasen to let them be governed by the natural
order. This reasoning led to_the purposeless crying on_ the e night of
Tisha B’ Av when the people wept as A sign of hopelessness

To correct the purposeless tears of that Tisha B'Av eve in the
desert, our Batei Mikdash were destroyed on Tisha B'av and we were
thrust into galus where we would come to see clearly our dependence ~
on Hashem But rather than crying of our helplessness, our tears on_

- Tisha B’ Av must proclaim: “Hashem, You promised that we would
be redeemed from _this galus. We cannot achieve (R redempnon
through our own efforts. Therefore You must redeem us.””

Rabbi Yerucham Levovitz, the great Mirrer Mashgiach, explains
the Ml‘:hrmh at_the end of Sotah to mean that Mashiach will not
come unt:I we realize that we have nothmg and no one to rely on
except Our Father in Heaven. Mashiach will not come so long as we
attribute our successes and failures to “natural” catses. As Tong as we
look for pohtlcal _economic and sociological explanations of wotld

events and excuse ourselves from Torah learning on the grounds that

we must’ earn a Iwehhood we w:ll not merit an end to our exde

da

1np i nw rems IR

0% A%w YN DX 7 MY2 WK LR AYT? 7 AP v v am

31 DN WK PANPM KW T 11eb DWEK nTw MeR St ikaw

DINK T7UK KW TN0 XTI D7 SNT0X IR WK Irwa Yon wm

27 o2 M3T1 MYD? opR ORY J MRY DAY N DTYe avn

K7x %1717 0 oY wan® pira K7 KT MW onwe a9 el ey pen
DYDY Y2y DR mpat ma R oMot opne nad i in

93 AX TAAN MK TR Pyyh §eY M 2T Ry nemna m &

PET A EMY MK T3P MBR TN K5 ONK Bhwss i m
m_emyn anbapw 7ot Sxb omay onkw o Senoumson

assured them that they would in_fact conquer the land. They should
have concluded that Hashem obviously planned to continue aiding
them, even if in a less openly miraculous fashion.
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