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of both her Father, Reuvan, ha Levi, ben Yaakov z'l
and her father-law, Aryeh Leib ben Sender Asher z'l 
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His cheeks are like a bed of spices, as sweet flowers. his

lips are like voses dropping sweet-spelling proveh.?
QOurRabbis comment on these words:
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Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said_ ' ‘What is the meaning of
‘His cheeks are like a bed of spices ? With each utterance
of God at the giving of the Torah, the entire world was
Jilled with sweet-smelling fragrances of spices. TT it 5o

happened with His first utterance, where was there room

in the world for the fragrances of His second wtterance?
God brought out of His treasure house a wind which

removed all fragrance emanating from each utterance.

As Scripture states. 'His lips are like roses dropping

sweet- smelling myrrh’ —do not read 3w (roses) but
oNww (fravrances that changed). "'
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oL In the same way, when the preceding verse from Devarim

says, “Youareall present this day before the Lord your God,”
the word £3%> does not merely denote the people as a general
body but, more gpecifically, “al” of each individual Thus at
the time of Mattan Torah it is_said, amn 1 ym “[They]
encamped opposite the mountain™ " jn1 being in the singular
form, as there was complete unity among them. They were as
one, TR 272 X wx3. There was a unity within each individ-
>F{ual‘__ It was this total unity and completeness, free from any

feelings of ambivalence, that created the pleasantness of this
momentous event. Each person had (o see, hear, stand and

have intelligence at Mount Sinai, since only if one was in
complete possession of his faculties could he effect a true ¢ °
accgpfance of Torah, Conversely, if any faculty was lacking,

the pleasantness implied by the words x3 39w, “make pleas-

ant” (in the moming blessings on the learning of Torah),
ensuring from a “total acceptance” by the “complete indi-
vidual, could not be nresent,




Itis now clear why, with each utterance made by Ged, the

pleasantness was in effect created by the complete synthesis
of the People of Israel with what they were hearing. In fact,
they”werg: in a state of such enthusiasm over what they peard,
eing totally committed to and aligned with it, tha? it was_
simply impossible for them to receive any more. This is the
reason why the effect 5f the first utterance had to be dissipated,

fesdudle £ Lfe

Gro's Curr #2535

A

abbi Yosei and the Sages argue as to whether the date the
RTorah was given was the seventh of Sivan ar the sixth of Si-

van {(Shabbos 86b), Many say that the halachah is according
to Rabbi Yosei — the Torah was given on the seventh of Sivan. If so,
why do we say in our prayers that Shavuos is “zeman mattan Toraseinn
— the tme of the giving of the Torah™? We celebrate Shavuos on 6
Sivan, and the Torah was not given until che next day.

Also, although the Rabbis refer co Shavuos as “atzeres” (Rosh
HaShanah 163), connoting thg “holy convocation” that accom-
panied the giving of the Torah, the Torah itseif does not refer to
Shavuos with this designation, The Seforno explains chat this is due
to the fact that the resitlc of that convocation was nullified when the
fuchos were broken by Moshe Rabbeinu on the seventeenth day of
Tamemuz. So we can ask an even more fundamental question: why
do we celebrate Shavuos at all as the day of the giving of the Torah?
Even according 10 the opinion that the Torah was given on the sixth
of Sivan, since that giving was subsequently tescinded and nullified,
the Torah was not actually received until Yom Kippur,

I "he fbn Ezra says that the son is not questioning what the micz-
vos are. He questions why we were given this yoke of 613

mirzvos in contrast to alf the other peoples, who suffice with sev.

easy commandments. The answer is that if G-d benefited us with
*redemption from Egypt, we should erust chae the reason He gave us
the mitzvos is for our good, and nor for His benefic, That benefit,
although predominantly in the World to Come, also gives us life in
this world, '

This echoes the words of Rabbi Chananya ben Akashyah: HaKa-
dosh Baruch Hu wanted to refine the Jewish people and give them
merit, and therefore He gave us an abundance of Torah and miczvos
(Makkos 23b). -

Pethaps it 'is for this reason that Hasiém inttoduced Himself in
the beginning of the Aseres HaDibros as “the G-d who toolk us out
of Egypt” and not “the G-d who created heaven and carth.” Juse like
the redemption from Egypt was totally and obviously for our ben-
é;:_?t, $0, t00, the mitzvos, whose totality is represented by the Aseres

2Dibros, are solely for our good and not for G-d’s sake.

This concept does not contradict the Sages’ statement that the

mitzvos were not given to us to enjoy, but rather as a yoke around
our neck (Rosh HaShanah 282 and Rashi there). True, the mitzvah

~ itself may be a yoke —— its observance may nox be considered an im-

mediate pleasure or enjoyment. But ultimarely the purpose of that

yoke is totally for our benefit and good.

QS?erhaps this is the intent of the Haggadah when it explains that
this question represents the wise son. The answer we give him, which
the Haggadah refates, is that we donk eat after the forban Pesach SO
that the taste of the korban Pesach remains in our moutbs. The >intent

_is that the benefit deriving from a mitzvah such as the korban Pesach

is that which will remain with us in the final analysis, and $o it leaves

-")Ebrz_l_h. Oaly the Jewis

_ ﬂ Our Sages point out (Sotak [4a) that the Torah begins with

chesed: Hashem clothed Adam and Chavah. The Torah also
ends with chesed: Hashem buried Moshe Rabbeinu. This demon-
steates that the entire foundation of the Torah is chesed, G-d's total
giving and kindness to His servants. Torah is solely an expression of
kindness and G-d’s desire to do good for us. In this light, Torah is
not an imposition on our life, but rather it is meant o provide us
with 2 framework within which to earn eternal reward for our own
good. ' ‘
Delving deeper, the impact of the Torah begins with G-d's kind-
ness in_covering man’ embarrassmene of a body that transgressed

*G—d’s will. G-d gave man_a modest framework within which to

utilize that body in_His _service, to purify it and efevate it, to be
G-dlike. Finally, after man achicyes this by observing the entire
Torah, the Torah concludes and culminates with the kindness of
G-d in burying the body of Moshe Rabbeinu, which became so
holy and G-dlike that only G-d Himself could bury it, putting it
away until the resurrection of the dead.

~P Thisis the essence of the Torah, 1o guide one to utilize one’s body

in G-d’s service and to thus elevate it from the shame of pure mare-

rialism to the lofty level of G-dliness.

38' Iy this light, we can understand the words of our Sages ( Yerushal-

mi, Peah 1:1) concerning the deeds whose fruits a péison benefits
from in this world while the principal reward remains for the next
world. These deeds are basically between man and man — visiting
the sick, comforting mourners. Whar then is the meaning of the
conclusion — “and thé study of Torah is equal to all of them”? How

does Torah study fit with the other kindnesses? Rav Aharon Kotler,
2¢"l, explains that the greatest gift to the world is the study of Torah

- ; because the Torah itself enables all of existence to exist. Thus, che

areatest chesed is Torah study.

In: this vein, our Sages tell us that the Torah was given afier threc

days of preparation {Shabbes 873). Just as the erees and yegetation
were created on the third day of Creation, and they satisfy the neces-
sities of life, similarly che Torah is 2 tree of [ife, satisfying the spiri-
tual necessities of life. This is what our Sages intimate

us_that zv, “good.”. applies exclusively to. the Torah. (deos.6:3). The

Torah is all good — everything in it is rotally for our benefir.

R

3f
| his Jyas the mistake of the narions of the world, who, when
offered the Torah, asked what it contained. G.d informed the

children of Esav that it contined the prohibition of mutder (¥alkur

Shimoni 951). They questioned why this'did not conflice with the
blessing they received from Yiczchak Avinu, that they should “live
by the sword” (Bereishis 27:40). Hashem leaves them and goes on
to the next nation. Why didut Hashem answer rheir question and
explain to them thar there was no conflict, Why didn't He tell them
that living by the sword is ot murder, but rather char they would
be mercenaries in time of war? Why did He just leave them abguptly
and go on to the next narion? )

Perhaps the answer lies in the response of the nation to G-d’s of-

*‘fer. When one asks someone to do him a favor, he must respond by
firse asking what it is before committing himself to comply. When

one offers someone a present, the recipient doesn't need to ask what
itis; he receives it graciously and lacer discovers what it is, From the
nations' perspective, G-d was asking them for something, and so
they asked whar it was, "This disqualified them from recciving the

h peo n

t. They responded

correctly, “Naiseh vnishma — We will do and hear.” Give it to us,
they said, and later we'will find out what it entails.
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(Bemnidbar 23:21), according tj the (j.)threlr'ltgl)}zlgrs!: d;;::JSWISll people
that we consider the Torah and mitzvos 2 burden' and : ;sortll?;rselr;sc
;;il:&o;tun:ity I;t is Iﬂf(ie 3 treasure map that instructs one to 1}3\:;
nd dig deeply to_find a treasure. Although following t
demands lcﬂ'ogt__arl;_i_ expense, the ultimate treasure makes the hﬂf;;“:s
opportunity and benefit; ot a liabily.
23 o |
Rabbi Eliczer holds (Pesachim 68b) thit one can either celebrate
ayom tov on & physical level, fulfilling the verse that 4 yom tov is
a day of “lachem,” for you (Bemidbar 29:35). O, it can be celebrared
in a totally spiritual mannes, fulfilling the verse “laHashem — a day
for Hashem” (Devarim 16:8). Rabbi Yehoshua helds that one must
divide the day between these
thar Shavuos, the day the Torsh was given, must be celebrated both
on a physical and spiritual level. This emphasizes that the Torah is a

rsujts. However, everyone agrees

very concrete benefit on all levels —. material and spisitual. This is [

one of the sources for the custom of bringing flowers and greene
into the home and shul on Shavuos. Rav Yaakov Emden, =l at-
tibutes this to the mitzvah of simchas yom tov, enjoying the yom tov
enhanced by aromatic plants. But if this is the reason, why dont we
practice_this custom on all yamim tovim? Perhaps the abligation to
enjoy Shavuos physically is more intense than all the other yamin
tovim, s0 we add to it the pleasures of sight and smell to emphasize
that Torah benefits all aspects of man’s existence. 4
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