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~ this midrash. The students of Rabbi Akiva lost interest in what -
he was expounding because they felr thar the level of atrainment
that Rabbi Akiva was exhorting them to achieve was beyond their
grasp. Rabbi Akiva pointed out cheir mistake: Esther was able w0
reach the level she did because her cntire Tife she aspired to reach
the level of Sarah Imeinu, who controlled and utilized every mo-
ment of her 127 years of life. Esther did not manage to attain the -
lofty status of Sarah, but because of her striving she was able to
reach the leve! of royalty inherent in the 127 provinces over which
she ruled.

If one does not aspire to the most lofty goats, one will never de-

" The Gemara says that one who wants to be wise should daven
toward the south (Bava Kamiz 30a), and one who wants 1o be 2
chassid, pious, should learn and observe the laws of beruchos, echics,
amr(:l_amagcs (Bava Basra 28b). My rebbe, the Telzer rash bayeshi-
vah, Rav Mordechai Gifter, 2¢” explains that the Gemara could not
have simply said, “One who davens toward the south will become
wise, and one who learns the laws of berachos, ethics, and damages
will become a chassid. ” 1f one does nar wany, if one does not aspire,
no program in the world will create wisdom or piety or any other

-1337 2 5D $2p% 120 Ty R xan omax q

oYs 32 2. .m0 janb Wy Mo oo DN AmMRaw s

F0W WA LM PR IR abopb Yy sy nen omw
QY 27 73K np% }m 1% 9md men W Aot 93 mikownn nannd
<T23PR TAPR DIDY F1 1190 I hn A P W1 Mo

i1 2357w Yewr B LYEN Yy oive rSum TOR

nomnR A2 MR MRST T — ana nR By ™ R: o
N7 PR M WO — amnn mbap b3 wp b "27p2
W 593 Yy my nrapnw monn w — oo a7 nmb NP
TUNT N23pY N Y avn jan pRn AT Yy m »j1=nnb

PTOTR R0 AN A0 Mwm Myt paph bt v oaom

TI® 2ANAN H7ApY I DI MY A1 PRI 2pnoneY e s
W7 _IODRCED T3P WK Ore 19 1% 1uap Ywem anpw pan?

0 _AINM_FABRA LNOG MAn_pas? sy gaip ar g *:*u’

Q27 YO0 prnwayy popae XTan m9ha T LGN hos
VNN R%ApY WA N R OMY T ,ANDRWR AN 95T AN
P2 ,mr ov2 LAIna 93p% MK oo Y NNy 2 DA ymand
Pt LR TN KW T2 RETPY RUMRC aMng MY an

07I0Y 33507 R DRTD° 1RR g9 Ton 1033 RIS

Tr——— e - . -

o
MNA 32 IOV B 95 nwIes amh rramesa Nl 14 5

IUTTR_BV1 ISR ANt 1w nbaph 1ot T2 R
UV (3 ,0) BRI N DAYE_wusn mein na npai
ETIR R OV 3 S0 omnn WO (o, 0 Aa) TR O A
PP Dme X0 pow ot mvn b “oonEpn  nhvnb

TR AR M0 W XY R DK JSPAT A3 MDY ARV
| WP WRT WM LOTW RTID LYRY AUV $und v 2w
071 B3V 0P IR SWE Ay DTRT D3 MEn 53 11PRTEng
NRR2 AT IR0 DUWY R CTHR 1300 URam wY 1T KN T
IR DRYIZ PV R

—_ : - V-
ooppY K7D ,Man% K723 1o oped K7IEI A XM W s
| R R TW 0IR P37 T PR AW B 173 pY2RA D005 1
3 o B7ER TOUW LIUI O WIAY 0T 2 1R LA
TPMTIY py XYY DWR AT NIPD T LI0 M DBU DNT
QPRI TN K722 AMDT 3P 10X KPR MAn? x3 Drpn
.27F1P 1R PINTD ahiany

23U (30 12T SIROY vhvan ®RY7 (2 mew) mahm MR
M2 DAY VAR LR SR T LT PIBYST R732 MR e
NIT MO W LAMYT 2TD KT 70MD RART amnn vnaw
RpRI0 MIRTSTMYTT A0 K ane mabn (whp mik
Iz [ISPhn VR D RVVA DR

£

P> TE PIN TIT DV AT PR oW Amxab vhinn wd gk
ST RN DY RV mReEn anew pagt bax 1ond ™0 TR
by 12 3% 2we &% 3ant obw aow (3 MI73) ‘237 IX1In3
MR T2 2w 7D2NaR IYD NTIY (T YD) Taw i 1o
?3,0%2R PR 11307 0T 123 19RS 03w ST AR %0 nvos
amnD

T

295 AN aMng w87 omew senn K37 aanb monn (2.
ApYNoI ramn na 3 W onsyy bsw 1N APDD Aawipa
AP XOTTIRY PR onap TIV oY pewd P13 Wwen
B9 PO 91 1% 137p Wk vran M3t aen oA UR TN R
ST 0 90 b VAT DEY "D — 13977 "7 ATnn xR onb ja

m2snon %3p% amnn apb bRy mend Sxaw Yn S mnbwm

JP7EN 1239 MY 093 139m DIRA R 9y oy bam mmok e

NOTPRA XD TN ANNR DN RE 13W0 . MAh Anyyoes
JITTR RN 127 mann PaR L,aYYR 059 Y 0RA BR hepTiom

A3

T8 3% Y027 .09 933 A YapY (o s nvny momn vl
DT MmN nYen 2% Y8 aowm overs ey 2% IRl

e



We see this from Moshe Rabbeinu’s encounter at the burning
bush. It was the first rime Moshe éncountered G-ds presence, and
he covered his face, becausc he was afraid to peer at the representa-
tion of G-d's presence. ‘There are two opinions regarding the rami-
fication of this action (Berzchos 7a). Rabbi Shinuel bar Nachmeini
says in the name of Rabbi Yonasan that in the merit that Moshe cov-
ered his face in modesty and humility, he received a reward: when he
brought down the second tablets from Sinai, his face shone with the
light of the Shechinah. Rabbi Yehoshua ben Karcha says that Moshe
Rabbeinu was punished when he covered his face, and later when he
asked Hashem, “Show me Your glory,” Hashem answered, “When [
wanted to show you, you didn’t want to look. Now that you wanr to
loaok, I don’t want to show you.”

* Which is it then? Did his action merit reward or did it deserve

punishment?
Evervone agrees that Moshe Rabbeinu was rewarded for his
modesty and humility in covering his facc, because at that point

Yehoshua says, however, that he also suffered for thls action, . Bur it T

was_not for the act of covering his face that he was punished, but
rather, “When 1 wanted to show you, you did not want to look.” Yes,
Maoshe Rabbeinu should have covered his Tace, but he should Fave

1L Slo
had a burning aspiration and desire (o0 look — to say, "When will
come the time when I will be on the [evel to be able to look?” Since

ashe did not want o look, because he lacked the aspiration from
thar carly point, he never reached the level 1o sec G-ds presence
even later.

':.1 That burning desire comes when someone appreciates the value
of what he is trying to attain. If one truly appreciates the value of
sorething, he must try for it, no matter how lofty the goal. The
Gemara tells us that when the time came to give the Torak on the
sixth of Sivan, Moshe Rabbeinusaw that che Jewish people were not
yet ready, and he delayed giving the Torah by adding an additional
day of preparation ¢Shabbos 872). What exactly was accomplished on
that one extra,day that wasn’t achieved during the initial forty-nine
days of preparation? Perhaps it was just an added desire for the To-
rah that Moshe noticed was lacking that prompted thar last-minute
delay.

Thg Rabbis relate that the piving of the Torah was so awesome and
averwhelming chat the Jews actually died, theigsouls Heeing from them
at the sound of G-d's voice (Shnbbas 88b). Yec the Midrash relates that
when G-d uttered the commandments, they were heard according to

capabilicy of cach individual { Tanchuma Buber, Yisro 17). The in-
tensity of what each one heard was customized to his specific ability
10 receive it.

These two ideas seemn contradictory on the surface. But in truth -
there is no contradiction. Although each one received the Torah ;
commensurate to his potential, this is not referring to their current _-
potential, but rather to their ultimate potential. The gulf between
these two levels was so overwhelming that it caused their souls to fiee :

from them.

% A person’s ultimate level is different from the level he is on. It is

so different that it can be overwhelming. During sefireb everyone has
a potential jevel to aspire to. Although it may be far and beyond the
level one is currently on, if ore does not aspire to reach his ilthnate
level, he will never even come close.
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33 The Lesson of the Clock R Sheskr 209

‘Long Time or Short Time - .

The question remains: If one strongly desires something, he
counts the days that are left until the great cvent. Why is it that
here we count the days that have passed?

Rav Pinkus cites an idea of Rav Aharcon Kotler, which we
mentioned in parashas Vayeitzei, Yaakov had to wait seven
years befﬁre_ he could marry Rachel, yet, as the Torah describes
it, :_‘g_gici theﬁ';é're in his eves like a few days in hislove for her”
(Bereishis 29:20). Surely conventional thinking would suggest
that the more one desires something, the longer it would seem
to take to obtain it. Each day shouid then have seemed to
Yaakov like seven years. Rav Aharon answers that t Yaakov wasn't
spendmg the days thlnkmg about his future mamage,,Rathcr,,

he was_purifving and sanctifving himself for the purpose of
building Klal Yisrael.

To iilustrate this point, Rav Pinkus goes on to cite the follow-
ing parable. A certain person was destined to receive a million
doliars in a hundred days, If he were told that he would receive
the money without any exertion on his part, he would be very
happy, but every day of the wait would seem to last a lifetime,
On the other hand, if he were given set tasks to do each day in.
order to attain the money at the end of the hundred days, then
each day would be worth ten thousand dollars to him and '

- would consequently pass much more quickly. :
hat then is the difference? In the former instance, when
the person has to @ nothing to receive the money, his ong hun- 3
dred days are spent empty of all content. Since he is only lock-
ing forward to the final day, each day is just an interruption
between now and the money. In contrast, in the second in-
stanice, where the person spends each day fruitfully, time will
pasg.much more quickly. He realizes each day’s worth, as with-
out it the final amount will be deficient. |

It was the same with Yaakov. He spent those seven years be-
fore his marriage building himself spiritually, and consequently,
each day was spent happily and productively. That is why they
seemed like only a few days to him.

There are fifty days from Pesach to Shavuos. If we were to count
down from fifty to one it would appear as if each day was justa
burden without purpose. By counting upwards, we show that
each day is one of building and preparing ourselves for the (2
r:elving of the Torah. La..‘(:-? '

q,The dreams of the nghteous are both_in_heaven and on earth,

M%M e te W

as Yaakov Avinu dreamed of a ladder whaose leps were planred
on earth and whose top was in the heavens. lhe dreams of the
wicked are neither in heaven nor on earth, as Pharaoh dreamt

that he was standing on the waters of the Nile, neither in heav-
en nor on the carth, but merely on the watdh

(lanchuma, Vayeitzei 6)

Everyone has dreams, The righteous dream and aspire to the loft-
iest, most sublime_heavenly goals, bur they base those aspirations
and dreams firmly on the ground, with 2 program for how to slowly
and consistently ascend the rungs of the ladder roward their poals.
The wicked do not dream lofty, sublime dreams, nor do they bother
to base their dreams on firrn ground. Their dreams are like the water
— wishy-washy and vague. One must have |
planned shore-range “tungs,” firmly rooted in a concrete plan of de-
velopment and achievement.

Another important FALtur {or achlevement is takmv time to

:{‘—m
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This is why we_count che days of m&gb in ascendmg order and
not as a countdown, It is not only the ultimate goal that is impor-
tant, but every day must be utilized properly if the ultimare goal is
to be achieved. We do not merely count the days, but we must make
the days s count.

check one’s progress. While moving toward fucure goals, one
ust from time to time take a retrospective look and deteimine

if p];_ggg_&g_i-s'__bt_:ing mgdg, This is why we count the days of seffras

end of the week, *
This also teaches us not_to become disheartened if one’s ulrimare

goal seems far away and unattainable. We can strengthen ourselves

Zl?z looking back and evaluating whae has already been attained, Rec-
0

_ognition of progress made is an incentive 1o proceed.




3

Shlomo HaMelech observes that “che heart af the wise is_to_his
right, and the heart of the fool 1o his left” (Kobeles 10:2). The Vilna
Gaonﬁé%ﬁlains that when one_is_learning a text in_Hebrew, what
hg_‘;as ajready learned is on his right side and what he has yet
learn is on his left. The wise person lvoks to the right to see what
ﬂ,h_t_:__ Thas atready learned and rakes encouragement from his accom-

plishments. "This_gives him the incentive to continue onward and
upward, The fool only tooks to the left — looking ac what he has nc:t
accomplished — and instead of giving him incentive to achteve, it
depresses him angd causes him to give up ever reaching his goals,

‘fo

The Torah tells us, “Yaakov left Beler Sheva and weng to Charan”
(Bereishis 28:10). Rashi comments on this verse, based on Chazal,
that it would have been enough to tell us that Yaakov went to Cha-
ran. Obviously he had 1o leave Be'er Sheva in.arder 1o.ga.taanother
place. Rashi explaing_that this redundancy comes to reach us that
when a tzaddik leaves a place, it makes an impression. As long as the

waddik resides in that place, he brings spiritual light. beauty. and

glory to that place, When he leaves, all those qualities leave with
iy JQuadtles tcave w2

This doesn't make sense. How docs the departure of the tzaddik

impression, a negative result, Berhaps the idea is that before the tzad-

dik came to the place, it lacked spiritual light, glory, and beauty, but
no one recognized that these things were missing, The tzaddik came
and bto iti i i ars, it is true

< make an impression? [t seems that the rzaddik’s departure removes an

that the city is once again without these qualities, but now they feel -
that they are lacking them and now people aspire and long to have

therm rerurnsd, This is jn itself a positive result,

Anytime otie reaches a higher level, only to fall from it and expe- .

rience a setback, he is not in the same place he was before. After hav-

4

REALITY CHECK

AAnother factor in assuring that one’s aspirations will have a posi-
tive effect is that one is realistic abour where he is holdirg right

now, Evervone should have lofty expectations for oneself, for one's
3 - N N IR
spouse, for one’s family. But one must function, with himself and
with others, on his present level — not on the level he aspires to
reach, One cannot make derands of oneself or others that are not

tealistiéjé_{fgr_a if the present reality falls shore of one’s aspirations.
'The parents who want their child ro be the nexr Vilna Gaonmust

still allow him to be a child. ¥ they say thar the Vilna Gaon didnt
ride bicycles or play ball, go inside and put yous feet in ice water
and fearn, they will destroy that child. Of course, they should have

great expectations for their child based on his potential, talents, and

capabilities and strive to engender within him, aspiratigns toward

those lofcy goals. But they must recognize the difference between

level he is on now and not as they would like him 1o be.

expectations and reality. They must treat chat child according to the #

Somctimes ofe must turn to a sgw or mentor to help him ascer-
tain his abilitics on a given i i

done at the right pace, ‘These considerations are very individyalized,
vgryi;r_ig: I{Em_pgrson 10 persoin.

e

H1b

* which_represents che aspisation and. quest for growth and perfec-

tion. The halachah is that everyon: must count seffrud individually
i and can’t fulfill his miszéah through someone else’s counting, This is
because the aspiration and the quest for growth and perfection varies
from individua! to individual and to_the manner and pace of such

a quest; each must forge his own unique path, and so cach person

must count for himself, One way a person can learn how to assess his

individual abilicics is by learning from our sages and appreciating the

Lo

weeks. And even if they did not collapse from exhaustion, later on in
life their health would be impaired from a lack of sleep in their youth
and the satan would be the one to reap the profits,

LrS This js what we say in our evening prayers, said the Chaferz Chaim:

“Vbaser_satan milfancinu smsachareiny — Remove the satan from
before us and from behind us.” Flow can you bave an ohstacle (for

that is what the satan is} hehind you? Initially the satan stands in frons

of you as an obstacle, and he seeks to stop you from doing a mitz-
vah, When he sees that this will not be successful, and that you are
determined to fulfill the mitzvah and can't be dissuaded, be runs be-
hind you and pushes you. You want to do chesed? Fine, but do chesed
morning, afternoon, and cvening, neglect your family and health, a,l;d
;‘Lin this way the chesed will cause burnour and result in the absence
of chesed in your life for an extended time, The message the Chafetz
Chaim was giving his students was that cach person must know his
limits. This is something that is very individual and needs o be done
on an individual level,
~4p Thus,_even_in one’s achievements one must assess if he is making

the right choice at that time for those circumstances. And sometimes
only someone on the outside, a rev or mentor, can make that, assess-

ment.
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