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[95] THE HAGGADAH OF THE ROSHEI YESHIVAH
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It happened that Rabbi Eliezer . .. discussed the Exodus all that night ...

R’_Yaakov Yisrael Kanievsky (the ‘‘Stei- !
pler”) made an interesting observation con-
cerning this story. The time for the mitzvah of
retelling the story of the Exodus js concurrent with the time for the fulfilling of the
other mitzvos of the Seder night — namely, the eating of the matzah, maror and
paschal lamb — as the Haggadah makes clear several paragraphs later (p. 98 Y1
121 YN ¥R). According to the Gemara (Berachos 9a), R’ Eliezer and R’ Elazar ben
Azaryah were both of the opinion that the paschal lamb may only be eaten until
midnight, and hence, according to them, there is no mitzvah to engage in the
discussion of the Exodus after that point. (In fact the Mechilta specifica ly states:
“R’ Eliezer says that a person should occupy himself with discussing the Exodus
until midnight.”) In this they disagreed with R’ Akiva and R’ Yehoshua, who held
that the paschal lamb could be eaten all night long, until daybreak, and the time
frame for the mitzvah of telling the story of the Exodus likewise extends through
the entire night. We can understand why R’ Akiva and R’ Yehashua were involved
in the all-night-long discussion mentioned in this story related by the Haggadah,
but why did R’ Eliezer and R’ Elazar ben Azaryah participate as well2 They could
have left the gathering after midnight and gone to sleen!

A Rabbinic mitzvah to elaborate
on the events of the Exodus

= The Steipler recounted that in his youth he had answered this question by noting
that Bnei Brak, where this gathering took place, was R’ Akiva’s home town, and
there is a law that a guest who travels to a different city must adopt all stringencies
that are customary in his host City (Pesachim 50a). Therefore, although R’ Eliezer
and R’ Elazar ben Azaryah themselves held that the time for discussing the Exodus
was over at midnight, they continued to participate in the discussion out of
deference to R’ Akiva, their host. The Steipler added that later on in life he had his
reservations about this answer, for two reasons. First of all, the rule to follow local
custom only applies to practices which the local people consider to be obligatory,

and staying up all night discussing the Exodus was certainly not deemed manda-
tory, even in Bnei Brak. Secondly, the rule also does not apply to someone who
intends to eventually return to his home town; such a person may keep to his own
local customs in private.

Therefore, the Steipler suggested another solution to the problem. In addition to
the Torah-based obligation to ichi iated with
the other mitzvos of the evening, he postulated that there i ra mitzyah of
Rﬁwgm_vﬂli&hmummnmmgﬂmmmmmmubeyond
its Torah-ordained parameters, for as long as possible, This ruling was designed to |
*instill within us a deeply rooted feeling of love and fear of Hashem and appreciation |

of the miracles He wrought for us, an appreciation which might not have been '
attained in the limited, minimal time frame set down by the Torah. When the
Mechilta says that “according to R’ Eliezer, a person should occupy himself with
discussing the Exodus until midnight,” it js referrin e original_mi of
Torah origin, not to'the Rabbinical statute which further extends that time period.
In the story told by the Haggadah, R’ Eliezer and R’ Elazar ben Azaryah were,
-Julfilling this Rabbinical ruling, although at the same time R’ Akiva and R’ Yehoshu9
believed that they were fulfilling a Torah commandment. ‘o

" Tl Gouadabrs H»%&AQ K SRJef

0M90N PHLPAON PHY  — The wYTPN 77"9¥ (quoted in
NY PUO DY M2 v RY P YN 1D apy pp)
maintains that one should not lean on one’s side, NAONI, while
ieciting the Haggadah, Rather one must sit in the same manner as
* when one prays, in respect and awe, NN NN (see. WY
no PYo ryn Yo 1), Yet there are other contradictory

opinions. .

~

(PR N3
;( reclining, both when drinking the cups and for those matters which
| are said in conjunction with the drinking of the Four Cups, namely
{ Kiddush, the Haggadah recitation, Hallel and the Grace After
| Meals.”

iq' For example, Ha Gaon Rav Shlomo Kluger, in his commentary

on the Haggadah, (\3v nwyn nos v 1) brings proof from
the story of the five rabbis who sat reclined all night and recited the
sippur that one is indeed required to recite the Haggadah in a

, * reclining position, Navna. His rationale for this is as follows.

‘ When the Ba’al Haggadah tells us that they sat reclined he was not

referring to their position while eating and drinking; for it would
have been obvious that they reclined then. Rather he must be
alludi hat they reclined during the reading of the
Haggadah itself, and therefore this is the appropriate way to recite
the Haggadah.

The Meiri, on the other hand, in his commentary on MesechtaEf
Pesachim 108a, tells_us explicitly that we are required to recline

. while reading the Haggadah: yn ,naon P28 DI MO YIIN
P INDY IR D™y odby ovhon onw oMaTh 1 on»ny

S S SE

250N }mnm NN “The Four Cups require

It is possible, however, to defend the position of the Shelah

HaKadosh from the seemingly contradictory position of the
Haggadah itself, which is that the five elders recited the Haggadah
while reclining. The Ritva addresses the following question. In the
Mechilta (Shembs 13-14) we are told that the discussion on the
seder night must continue until midnight: 9N
| MSN TV NDD MIOTNI PIDYT DININY.IMIN. And yet, we see in
the Haggadah that the discussion of the five rabbis lasted the entire
| night. Isn’t there a contradiction here?
i?He_suggg_s_,ts a resolution as follows. 1) The Ba’al Haggadah
. “concurs with the opinion that it is proper for the discussion of the
Exodus to last all night, both in respect to the mitzvos of eating
matzah and the Pesach sacrifice, and in relation to the mitzva of
sippur. 2) The chachamim adopted a stringent view of not
continuing past midnight. But this only applied to finishing the
Haggadah and drinking the Four Cups of wine. After that they
continued to elaborate on the theme of the Exodus, 1909 1391,
 far into the night. From this we can see that when we say “Pnw
y2100”, this alludes to what happens after the Haggadah
narrative has already been recited and the mitzvos of the evening’
have been performed. When reading the Haggadah, though, one
must sit upright in a respectful manner, NI PN, .

And yet, the Meiri holds a categorically opposing view. He

contends that since all agree that reclining is required when
drinking the Four Cups of wine, when the chachamin ruled that the
drinking of the Four Cups be accompanied by mitzvos at certain
junctures of the seder, then those mitzvos also took on the
5 requirement of reclining (See )29 ¥pIN Y03 YN (3, 1P DD
| man ma Ay 1 TN Y3 mn T77). Sippur was one of these
' mitzvos which were joined to the drinking of the Four Cups.
Therefore, the Haggadah narrative is considered an integral part of

the drinking of the F;)ur Cups and thus must be recited while o
reclining.
The Shelah, on the other hand, holds that since the Haggadah

' narrative is, according to the Torah, an independent mitzva, (the

mitzva of )25 N1) and it was only the lesser authority of the
chachamim which attached the recitation to the drinking of the
Four Cups. Therefore we view the mitzva of sippur separately ,
from the requirement to recline, and so we recite the Haggadah not. .

reclining, but sitting in a solemn and respectful position j,z;’rzi;t1
N |
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year_following the destruction of the Second Beis HaMikdash.

Imagine the feeling as Pesach approached! About eight months
earlier, the most prized possession of the Jewish nation, G-d's
home, still stood in all its glory. Hundreds of thousands of people

TED ATEPA TN MeYn 5 nR e owpap s 0D 9% mwsr
53 Y NoW I MY N ST2VIPN MOPDS mm e Sy maned
ORI MITIDL0MED O DD BT ATOR MDY D3 L 22k )

DI NN ONRD WY X MRS oIN 5 v A

had gathered in previous years from miles around to bring a = AT X YW IO PIT AN PY 0 U M v bxws %00
korban pesach up to Yerushalayim. But this year there would be  £%9 2 %y .05 %% DM ux N . wiw 091 on »ipa
none of that. Most families had lost loved ones during the course  .OTMWRY DM IR DV DL TIONS A 53 5 nan o

of the churpan. Many were starving and homeless. We can be
sure that the leaders of our people had borne the burden of the

TIAT YOI PP 08 PO o A 1 Sy I

, n SINRT 3P NET D PRNET e 553 piow nospry <
people’s suffering. - TER MR : o YR 3 BRS K
Now, for the very first time in their lives, these sages were 1,.% ‘mmn:”?'; TN (59 29 ¥z Wy pA wn am o ’Nf.

- - . f) I3 . ! Y 'I N ’ e i N l "N ol i r tal) M P |~' i
celebrating Pesach without the Beis HaMikdash, They were in Bnei | T TN ARV TN B TN 2N TR TOND P s

\? Brak because, tragically, they did not have to be in Yerushalayim. |

SR TSR AT Ty Ya e

How incredibly difficult that must have beenl But they overcame  -——"" T et o

the cries of, “How can we begin to compare this inadequate Seder
to our celebrations of yesteryear?” On that night, oso halai’lah, “517
these five great men stood strong in the face of overwhelming
adversity and spoke all night about Yetzias Mitzrayim. Why? Be-

MWD ;l"b"" v mon by nun
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- o | Qe

cause Hashem told them tof 7107 9% A 3nY 17593 3 ARIPY 237 52 1Ya w37 Srw pon

The Oheiv Yisrael focuses on the name Bnei Brak. The word-  OPTB2N Waw T 7951 wmx 93 own mewa oMIson Y anynoa

“ "’ is related to the word barak, lightning. It was there in Bnei
Brak that they were “mesaprim,” a word related to the word “sapir,” * -

a shining light. On that memorable night they imbued their children

SPY 5w yEw ARNp 1t T eI o e

3T TPWIY DYn Ny mpSY Y 231 S ymave Yax *

*for generations to come with the ability to light up the laiTah, the~ 70y ,9¥t poatom 115w pry 1w bsews opa nawmn sy TR

dark night — alluding to the long and seemingly endless exile — no

AN 13 ANT IR PAR DTN TN ,03 pryd AT npaw Sy Sy

- matter how dark that lai’lah might seem. Until the very end, when T PIN 12 pavT 1

the long-awaited “morning” will arrive, we will always have the -
faith and conviction to move forward. .
This is the greatness of this apparently simple story. It is a lesson | 1
that we have carried with us throughout the long and bitter exile. ‘
No matter where we are and how we are treated, we must remem-
ber these nights of emunah and days of simchah and internalize
their message. This is the significance of the small gathering in®
Bnei Brak. Truly, a most significant, dramatic, and meaningful

story for the ages.
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D TMYD INIY TY — Until their students came. ¢

25 Welcome Home

" “Ad she'ba’u Talmideihem, Until their students came.” One can-
not help but wonder where the students were all night; one would

think they would be standing near their rebbei’im, listening to every

word being said. Why does the baal Haggadah seem to indicate
that they were not there and then came to say that the time had
anrrived to recite Krias Shema?

The_sefer Halekach V'HaLibuv provides a powerful and timely
answer to this puzzling question. The halachah states that one may
begin to recite Krias Shema in the morning when there is enough
light to recognize a friend who is outside, a distance of four amos
away. This, says Rav Avrohom Schorr in his masterful sefer,
alludes to the dalet amos shel halachah, the figurative four amos of

halachah, which is often an expression used to describe the world
of Torah. Thus, the reference to someone who is a distance of four
arnos away is actually alluding to someone who is outside the world
of Torah, and who needs to be brought back in.

If one can bring a confused and lost friend back within those four

o e

e

) amos, back within the world of Torah that he has left, then it is

indeed time for the recital of Krias Shema Shel Shacharis. It is an -

indication that “‘the time” has arrived. Perhaps the students of thad™~

sages in Bnei Brak were not the type to spend the night with their
rebbei’im, but the story of Yetzias Mitzrayim lured them back. The

story, with its underlying message of how much the Almighty loves
us and wants us to come close to Him, brought these talmidim
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back, and they approached their rebbel’im and declared, “Higia

z'man, The time has come.” Not only to recite Krias Shema Shel

Shacharis, but the time has come in the much greater sense, the N .

time for the final geulah — the dawn of Mashiach’s arrival and the . - W F
_global acceptance of Ol Malchus Shamayim. - /
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4 1")-7 "~ We can incorporate this thought into our daily struggle to bring .
back those innocent youth who have failed to perceive the beauty *
of Torah. We must recognize them and see the beauty of their
neshamos and feel the pain they experience while seeming to hide
behind the facade of “teens at risk.” If we incorporate th& vital
message and the rebbei’im continue to speak about the wonder.s ‘of
the Almighty, then hopefully the message will reach the talmidim
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