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Chametz has another conrotation. Chametz is_something which has
*xtensive power to convert something to its own kind. Le., if one were to take
a large batch of dough and introduce just a tiny morsel of sour dough, this

small fragment can act enzymatically to cause the entire batch to ferment.
This, too, is the nature of indulgence or immorality. It does not take an
enormous force to cause spiritual deterioration. The_infectious nature, of .
physical indulgence is such that given the slightest opportunity to take hold, .
'it‘can completely corrupt a previously spiritual person. Recom

“unwarranted feelings of inadequacy, inferiority, and unworthiness. If only a
person could see himself as he really is, many unhappy situations could be
avoided. In every-generation and at all times, a person is duty bound to see
himself as he really is.

But what about the conclusion of the sentence, “as though he personally
had gone out of Egypt”® What does that have to do with a self-image?
The Tiferes Yisrael cites a Midrash that a king had heard about Moses’
greatness, and he dispatched his artists to bring him back a likeness of
Moses. When they returned, he submitted the portrait to_his wise men who
were physiognomists; i.e., they could deduce a person’s character from the
study of his facial features. The wise men reported that Moses was vain,
greedy, lustful, arrogant, brutal, and in every way the polar opposite of what
the king had heard. The king was perplexed. bhecause he had utmost
confidence in the accuracy of his artists and the competency of his wise men,
and he decided to make the trip to the desert to see Moses for himself.

When the king met Moses, he saw that his artists’ drawing had been
perfect. He then shared with Moses how far off his physiognomists.had been.

Moses explained to the king that his experts were not wrong at all. “You see,”
he said, “all that they can gather from a study of facial features is what kind

of character traits were inherent in a_person from birth, and_ in this respect

th‘e.y were right. | was born with all the capacities to be decadent. However, | ;W

channeled all these tendencies towards spiritual goals, and converted them
so that | am indeed areedy to achieve more spiritual wealth, and | do lust with

a passion for_an ever-closer relationship with God. These converted traits .

were not detectabl ise.men.”

Many people might be alarmed to discover in themselves such negative
character traits, and they may therefore either refuse to look at themselves or

disown these components of their characters. In either case, they will not gain
a knowledge of their true s i i ecame_aware of

them, was not frightened by them, and redirected them towards constructive
goals. ‘
\A.' We have already noted that the Exodus from Mitzrayim, from Eaypt, is also

e understood as an escape from metzarim, from the limitations that

to b
B e e ——

1 : e

nation around, back toward the path of the Reed Sea.” How are we
to understand this connection besides the obvious fact that the
words “heseibah”’ and “vayaseiv’’ share a common root2 And how
is bringing the Jewish people out of Mitzrayim in a circuitous

i
|

manner a display of cheirus, freedom?

The answer is to be found in the magnificent collection of |
thoughts on the Haggadah by Rav Avrohom Schorr entitled Mei- |

Otzar HaMachshavah. He explains, based on the writings of the Sfas
Emes, that the human being possesses five senses. They are sight,
hearing, smell, taste, and touch. The first four are experienced
| through the head. People see with their eyes, hear with their ears,

! smell with their noses, and taste with their mouths. But touch is

*ccomplished by the use of the body. Hence, the four cups of wine
redeem the first four senses, but the sense of touch is redeemed

| “only through heseibah, reclining. .

| ~_But why institute a special practice of reclining to redeem the

' sense of touch? Why not just add one more cup?

J The answer will reveal the secret to experiencing cheirus as it

| was meant to be experienced. We have stated that the redemption

! of the sense of touch is through reclining. Why? Chazal tells us, “Lo

¥han silence.” Initially we understand this to mean that silence is
'golden. .But the Sfas Emes explains differently: The best thing for
the ’quf IS to silence its demands. This is the highest leve! to which
one.s guf can be elevated. When the body is reclining, it is inop-
e}ralltlve, and silent, The lesson here is that the reder;mtion and
i ultlmatg cheir_us for the guf — and indeed for us this evening and
| for_the rest of our lives — js to silence the voice i
fulfillment of our bodily needs and instead prepare ourselves to
accept the O/ Malchus Shamayim. This is the cheirus which Ha-
shem intended. Ein lecha pen chorin ela mi she'oselk baTorah, True

| freedom is achieved only when one invalves himself in the yerld
| Torah. of

|
|

1 A drunkard on the street, although he is silent, has not silenced
1J is body. Insteaq his body has silenced the trie him and he i an
; eved, a slave, to it. He has no control and no direction. On the other
| :Land, when we recline we are laying down our quf and displaying
| that it - - - - "

l it is not (ﬂmuﬂu§. This heff’,bah is the yltimate dispiay of

chelrus, true shesikas hagufand bitul haguf, nullifying our guf and

allowing ourselves to realize who is really in control.

‘at Tonight we are kings. The Chasam Sofer reveals that trye royalty

. and control is when food is eaten as alluded to by the word
“melech’: Foremost are the needs of one’s intellect, and then the

‘ l?eart, and finally the liver. Moach, lev, and then kaved; the mind
first, the heart second, and then the liver — the most corporeal of -

| constrict a person and prevent him from maximizing his potential. A person

TTTT——

the tbree — last. These roshei teivos read “melech.” A person who
eats in this fashion is truly in control. He eats to live and does not

‘ may apply Yelzias Mitzrayim to himself, and by converting any negative
! traits_towards positive goals, rise above his restraints, and like Moses,
fully realize his potential for spirituality. Thus a person is duty bound to

live to eat. 7But when he allows his body to lead and Ris physical”

needs become the prominent ones, then it is the opposite. First the

look at himself and apply the principles of the Exodus to liberate him-
self from the boundaries and limitations of his physical drives, to become

fulyspiritual. @, Spero)  Tuced by fSades pf)
1 £ But perhaps we can understand this on an even deeper level. -
"~ Aside from the actual drinking of the wine, we are told that one is !
req'uired to recline when drinking. The Sfas Emes explains that four
- lcups by themselves trigger a geulas hanefesh, a redemption of the
yi‘ﬁoul, but it is the heseibah, the reclining, that generates the geulas
¢ | haguf, the redemption of the physical being.
' "Here is more to think about. The Abudraham adds a puzzling
‘comment, finding a connection between heseibah, the requirement
. ito recline, and the expression found at the beginning of Parashas
« Beshalach, “Vayaseiv Elokim es ha’am, And Elokim turned the

e
e

-

—_— L —
33,1020 O 1D 1ImbE In I N3 | -

kaved, then the lev, and the moach staggers in last. These roshei

Hashem led us in a circuitous manner, where we were danger-
ously close to going back to Mitzrayim. At that time, Mitzrayim was
the most decadent of societies. But Hashem wished to teach us a

lesson: It is only when human beings are able to face their cravings
and needs and turn away that they are truly free. Hashem took us

out, but were we truly free or were we like alcoholics who had their:

bottle taken away from them? Thére was only one way to tell. We
- - — = L

were brought back dangerously close to the “bottle.” Would we be
able to turn away? The answer was a resounding yes! We were free!

Free to now become avdei Hashei#, .
= - sheft, noY- m'ﬁe 1lkvw'?
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So Iong as the Torah is alive for us with the essence of Divinity,

so long as we know it as the Creator’s word, we find it weightless, no burden
at all; we can bear it with ease, moving lightly and freely in its service. But
should the Divine essence and spirit flee from the Torah for us; should we
see it as a splendid collection of ancient literature, or an accretion of stultify-
ing strictures and rules, with no living relationship to a Creator immanent in
His world—then it becomes an immense weight, utterly unbearable.

Some find the Sabbath a_monotonous, deadly bore: they cannot go
anywhere or do anything. They are miserable. To others the Sabbath is a

" perek V1

delight, received with joy and happy anticipation. To the first group its Jaw™

is hgruth, engraved into them with chisel and hammer to give pain. 10 the
£CO; ouD it is heruth, a day of freedom to know Divinity.

A Some people are annoyed if constantly asked to give charity, in accord
with the Torah’s precepts. Others give with a full and happy heart, grateful
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33

for the opportunity. For the first group, the Torah’s command to help the
needy is haruth; it cuts into them; for the second it is herufh, a Way to
__achieve freedom from gross_selfishness. -
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