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Other requirements must also ‘be met beforc prayers can be
“immediately accepted.”

. Our Sages gave us-some famous advice regarding prayer (Avos
2:13), “Rabbi Shimon said, ‘Pay meticulous attention to the read-
ing of the Shema and the prayers. And when you pray, do not
make vour prayer routine. Rather, it should be a plea for mercy -
and favor before [God], as it is written (Jonah 4:2), ‘For He is a
gracious and merciful Lord, slow to anger, extremely kind, and
reconsiders the evil [decrees].””.

Prayer, says Rabbi Shimon, should be “a plea for mercy and
favor” before God. It should not be “routine.” In other words, we
/ should not consider our prayer a mechanistic method of gaining

what we want. We should not come into the synagogue and say a
prescribed set of prayers and expect God to grant our request. We
should not think that it’s a formula, a system, that this is how it
works, like putting a coin into a vending machine, pressing the
button and waiting for a can to pop out. This is not prayer. When
a person prays, says the Shulchan Aruch, he has to feel like a beg-
gar standing at the door, making “a plea for mercy and favor.” He
has to show that hc feels dependent on God and that he relies on
Him entirely. This is prayer,..

("':‘\nd then Rabbi Shimon supports this concept by quoting a
verse from the Prophets. “For He is a gracious and merciful Lord,
slow to anger, and very kind, and He reconsiders the evil.” At first
slance, jt is rather difficult to sce the connection. The prophet is
describing the Attributes of God. It doesn’t mention a word about
prayer. Certainly, no one would argue with Rabbi Shimon’s

. insights into prayer. Nonetheless, we must wonder how he

~"deduced from the words of the prophet that prayer should not be
{routine” but rather “a plea for mercy and favor.”

& Rabbeinu Yonah supplies the answer. “Every person has to plead
for his life, because there is no person on earth that never sins. .. ‘For
He is a gracious and merciful Lord, slow to anger, extremely kind,
and He reconsiders the evil [decrees).” Indeed, every person needs
to rely on Heavenly mercy. If things are going well for him, it is only
becausc A[Gwo_q is slow to anger and forgives him, not because of his
righteousness. Therefore, he must plead with Him lest He recon-
sider His having reconsidered the evil. Perhaps a sin will cause [him
to suffer misfortune], because miracles do not happén all the time.”

Here is the key. “Every person has to plead for his life,” cxplams
Rabbeinu Yonah, “because there is no person on earth that never
sins.” It is a chilling statement, but an important truth. A person -
_-always has to beg for his life, because he is assured of nothing. .
Who is so nghteous that he can say he is guaranteed life and good |
fortune> No one.

. But what if “things are going well for him”? Doesn’t this prove | ﬁ
that‘llé' does deserve his bounty? Not at all. Fortune may be smil- l
ing on him. His life may be humming along just beautlfullw
Things may go well for him for a week, a month, a year, five years,

/ and he gets used to it. He begins to think hothing is going to,
change. He no longer feels like a beggar standing at the door
pleading for mercy and favor when he prays-to God. But he is liv-

Ning in a fool’s paradlse Eventhmg can Changc in a moment.
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That is how, according to Rabbeinu Yonah, the verse supports
Rabbi Shimon’s teaching. The prophet describes God as “gracious
and merciful, slow to anger, extremely kind” and that He “recon-
siders the evil [decrees].” Who can feel assured that God will for-
cever rcconsnder the evil” that is coming to him? Maybe He will
“reconsider His having reconsidered the evil.” Thcrctore a person
has no choice but to “rely on Heavenly mercy.”
Rabbeinu Yonah is in effect saying that we are all living on cred-
it. Qur Credltor can call in the loan at any time and force us into

bankruptcy in a moment, not only in business but in everything
else as well, Heaven forbid. We have no choice but to beg Him for
an extension. If we would realize this, that we are not living by our
own profits but on credit God has extended to us, we would not
be so complacent when we pray. We would grasp that we are in a

crisis situation, that our credit line can be closed at any moment,
that we have to plead with the Creditor to have mercv and extend
us some more credit even though we don’t deserve it. If we real-
ized this, we would pray like beggars standing at the door. %~

EN
have to admit that You are much stronger than I am. If You want
to, You can destroy everything I’ve built up. So I’m praying to
You and asking You please not to interfere.” Of course, he doesn’t
express himself in these words, but this is the thinking at the root
- of his fervent prayers.
[ “So this is what he wants from God. This is why be j is standing
lm long Shemonch Esrei. He is pleading with God not to disturb
| th_e well-ordered life he built for himself through his own cfforts.
He does not really believe that everything comes from God. 180 if
; he wants to be succcssful he believes he has to trample everyone
| that gets in his lis way.”
l This observation goes to the core of human nature. This is
: what many people are missing. They don’t realize that everything
 they have is a gift from God. If they understood the Workmg of
thc world properly, they would say, “God, I 'know T am totally
- dependent on You. I know that everything I have is a direct favor
from You, pure benevolence, undeserved, an extension of credit
to a person who is really not creditworthy. Please, God, I'beseech
You, let it continue that way, and I will try to do my bit. T’ll tr y
to be better. I’ll trysto be more deserving. Il try to justify what
You are domg for me somewhat. But nothing I can do will ever
carn me all the good You have given me. God, I am a miserable

beggar standing af Your door. I beg you, give me 1lms from Your
gencrous hand.” | . ‘
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The Mishnah sayé, “Rabbi S)Jimon omef, ¢ U,ées};é’ata/i)”;hiszwz'z[lel 7
al taas tefilascha keva ela rachamim Vsachanunim lifnei Hamakom

y
Baruch Hu, shene'emar, “Ki chanun v'rachum Hu.” Val £ bei rasha AP m?m n»ana 3'7? "m’i”? P’iﬂwnn D902

. _ . ‘ e — N 77" -
. . ”m N
a.” These are the words of the Mishnah, an amaz- Y . ) ‘ .
e atzmecha 1 . ' he says, “Ki chanun v'rachum Hu, that the Almighty is chanun
ing Mishnah. I'm going to translate the words more or less, and

h 11 talk about it , - vrachum.” This is not poetry, it is not metaphor; this is proph-
then we'll talk about 1t.

Rabbi Shimon said that when you daven, your sgfllab should ecy, hard fact delivered to us from the Almighty through His

i rophets, His messengers.
pot be keva, something that you do by rote, It should not be as- Pprophets, g ] )
i there is something you have to do at an appointed time every —P It follows, therefore, that if a person wants to connect with

day, something that has to be done, like 2 scheduled chore, a b@/g}mlghty 2 lhe must cross that bridge \&.'here t.he R.zbono
k. That's not how vou should daven. How then i% am_reveals himself. It is the archway in the infinity of
fecessary tas Y «xistence that spans across the void from the Almighty in His
intrinsic being to the cosmos that He sustains through his attri-
bute of chanun v'rachum. Compassion, mercy, sympathy, pity,
all the forms of rachmanus are the positive forces that create,
gustain and give existence to everything in the cosmos. The
Divine energy flows across the bridge of mercy. That is the only
point in our experience whete we encounter the Almightv

;ll The Bridge of Mercy ‘ : o o

s A
We're touching on a very deep concept here. We're getting into

should you daven? With rachamim v'sachanunim. Shene'emar,
because it says in the pasu4 in the prophecy of Yoel, “Ki cha-
nun v'rachum Hu. Because He is kind and merciful.” We will

explain what these words mean later on.

2. S Think of a mother’s womb. 1t is the place where the child is
the core of this act called Zefillab, the inner chamber. The word conceived, where it grows and develops through nine months of

tefillab is etymologically?related to the word pasi/. When dis- -

cussing the laws of fumah that apply to Zlei cheress, ¢arthen-
ware jars, the Chumash speaks about a “/zamid pasil” What is

progressive embryo stages, where it reaches its completion and
is ready to go out into the world. The word in Lashon Kodesh
for a womb is rechem, and it is etymologically related to rach-

mganus. 'The mother’s womb, the rechem, provides all the needs
of the child as it grows inside. .

e N o ‘ ;é- In the same way, the Almighty’s rachmanus is the rechem of
fits tightly onto the jar, it is considered pasi/, connected, attaéhed. the world. The Almighty perceives the lack that exists in the

The arrangement of letters in Lashon Kodesh is sometimes fluid, . material world, and He fills those voids. That is the meaning of
§0 the'word pasi/ and sefillab can be related and stem from the '\ rachmanus. If we see a poor man standing at the door, we take
same root. | pity on him and give him some money or some food. What

That is really the crux of tefillah. The word gives us an insight does that mean? What exactly has happened? With our sen-
into the nature and the function of tefillab. 1t is the process by sitivity to the poor man, we have perceived his lack, his want,
which a person connects himself with the Almighty, so to speak. and we have filled the void. We have provided the tikkun, the

. But how can we connect to the Almighty? What is the remedy. ‘That is what having rachmanus means.

Almighty? No one has the slightest ‘insight into this question, Everything in the physical and material world needs some-

not the greatest of the greatest human beings, not malachim in thing to sustain it. Everything in creation is lacking something,
Heaven. No creature above or below has even the slightest hint

a rzamid pasil? It's a tight-fitting cover of a jar. When the cover

of Who or What the Almighty is. No one has even the faint- N . .
est intellectual grasp of the nature of His intrinsic being. It is
simply impossible for the limited faculties of the human mind
and human perception even to attempt such a thing. Absolutely
impossible. * : and gives the entire cosmos whatever it needs to sustain it. The
23 So how do we relate to the Almighty? Where is the point of bedrock of creation is rachum vichanun.
>fconnection where we can, 5o to speak, attach ourselves to Him? It R ) - o
is in His middos, His attributes by which He relates to the world, D\Q i ——— -
' the entire cosmos. This can be understood on many levels, but So ifa person wants to connect to the Almighty, if he wants
at least it is within the tenuous grasp of the human mind. The to graft himself to the Almighty, so to speak, we have seen
AI&ighty relates to the world in a certain way, and we humans that he does it through his sefillab. Not because he is asking
can perceive that relationship.  for something; that is just the superficial form of what he is
- doing. The heart of #fillab, its dynamic core, is a direct act of
‘ ajttachment to the Almighty, the yearning of the neshamab, the

from the grossest forms of need to the most delicate, and the ~
Almighty relates to that lack through His attribute of rachmanus

When the prophets, the aforementioned Yoel among them,
want to describe the relationship of the Almighty to this world,
His ... touch ... to the cosmos, they say that He is a chanun
vrachum. 'The Almighty relates to the cosmos with rachmanus,
with mercy and compassion. All we know about the Almighty
is that there is an emanation, a creative flow that is called rach-
manus that reaches out from the unknowable, ineffable, inscru-
‘table intrinsic being of the Almighty. It reaches out and touches
the cosmos and sustains it. This is what Yoel is telling us when

B

human soul, to connect with its Divine source.
«

But in order for the attachment, the connection, the trans-
planted graft, so to speak, to take hold, to be effective, the graft
has to be of the samé type as the Almighty’s.attributes to which
it is seeking reattachment. That is why your zefillak has to be
rachamim Usachanunim. It must exhibit the same features,)the
same contours, the same harmonic balance as the ?.ttributes to |

i . T e
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which it wants to connect. The posture, the style, the aura of
the tefillah has to be rachamim v'sachanunim so that it can con-
nect to the Almighty who is rachum v'chanun.

If you're just standing during Shemoneh Esrei and saying
words, there is no creativity and no connection. You have to
bring it to life. You have to make it your own work of art, your
own symphony, your own creative force in the spiritua] world.

~Only when you've done that, when you've made your #fillah
_into rachamim, can you connect with the Almighty. ~ * '

28 “This is what the Tanna is telling us. 1t is a deep concept, but
at the same time it is the simple explanation of the Mishnah.
You walk into a shu! where the Yiddishkeit is dehydrated,
and you see everyone standing duting Shemoneh Esrei, and
they all look exactly alike. It’s because they don't really under-
stand what zefillab is all about. They don't know that zefillab
has to be rachamim v'sachanunim. But in those places where you
could encounter Jews with a profundity, you could immediately
% see individuality in the efillos. This one is in this posture, this
one like that.

PARASHAS PEKUDE! | 123 \
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hen the construction of the Mishkan, its various
vessels and utensils, and the special Bigdei Kehunah
(priestly vestments) were completed, they were brought
before Moshe. When he saw that everything was made exactly the
way Hashem had commanded, Moshe blessed the peoplé and said,
“May it be Hashem’s will that the Shechinah rest upon the work
of your hands.” He then added an additional berachah (blessing)
that David HaMelech later incorporated into Tehillim (90:17):
T T Ay by i T Ay by wEbK n oyl v, May
the pleasantness of the Lord, our G-d, be upon us; our handiwork,
establish for us; our handiwork, establish it.

29

penetrating insight. When a person designs and builds a magnifi-

cent edifice, he has changed the landscape and added beauty and
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splendor to the place or neighborhood where the building is situ-

ated. However, the person himself is unchanged; he remains the

same base personality that he was before he built the building. (If
anything, his ego may be more inflated now than it was before, as
he enjoys the prestige and honor this achievement brings him.)

But when a person reaches a milestone in his Torah study (e.g.. he |

completes a mesechta of the Talmud), he is, in essence, a differ-

ent person. He has added a new dimension of spiritual depth and |
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W9y — upon us, that it improve us spiritually.
o There is another insight in Moshe’s first berachah that “the
Shechinah rest upon the work of your hands.” |t is obvious that the

breadth to his neshamah, which he will carry with him for the rest |
of his life. This is what the pasuk stresses: may our handiwork be |

Shechinah will rest upon the Mishkan and its vessels. An entity

enveloped in such intense holiness is a welcome*receptacle for
Hashem's presence. But Moshe was alluding to a far more difficult

task — that the Shechinah rest on the work of one’s hands — on
his farm and field, on his business or profession, the place where

person spends the bulk of his working hours. That is a much
greater kuntz (accomplishment)! When one earns his livelihood
in an honest, legitimate manner according to the guidelines of the |
Shuichan Aruch and builds his home with money acquired hon-
estly, the Shechinah feels comfortable (so to speak) resting on|
Ksuch a place and bestowing all the blessings of life that a person |
wants and needs to be successful. Perhaps this is a deeper insight |

into Moshe's berachah, something that every person should aspire !
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Growth Through Torah ‘

Rabbi Zalman Sorotzkin related that he was once at the
dedication ceremony of an institution for which one Rabbi
selflessly devoted an extremely large amount of time and energy.
The Rabbi spoke and heaped much praise and many blessings
upon the donors whose contributions made the institution
possible. Rabbi Zalman Sorotzkin was the next speaker and said,
*Really the donors should be the ones to praise and bless the
Rabbi. It was his efforts that enabled them to have the merit of

contributing to such a worthwhile charity. But he followed in the ¥
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footsteps of Moshe. After the complete report of everything that
was donated to the mishkan, Moshe blessed all those who
participated in the donations and contributions. They should have
blessed Moshe for the opportunity he gave them.”

“The same is true when a wealthy person helps a poor person.
The wealthy person gains more from the poor person,. since he
- gains spiritual merit. But what do we see in the world? The receiver
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: e)(presses more thanks to the giver than the giver does to the
i receiver.’ (Oznaylm Letorah)
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