Covenant II: Constant Challenge
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When He finished speaking to him on Mount Sinai, He gave Moses the two Tablets o

Tgsttrrlonq, ”:‘;topef tablets inscribed by the finger of Go

b  Slavet 305

4 HASHEM reconsidered regarding the evil that He declared He would do to His people.
with the two Tablets of the Testimony
they were inscribed on one side and the:
the script was the script of God, engraved’

g /1? Moses turned and descended from the mountain,
' in his hand, Tablets inscribed on both their sides;
other, '8 The Tablets were God's handiwork, and

the Tablets were inscribed was testimony to their Divine
origin, for even though they were inscribed through and:;
through, on both their sides. The writing was miraculous if’
two ways: It was not reversed on either side, and, as ﬁni
Sages teach (Shabbos 104a), the middle of the letters vand 5
the final @ remained suspended in mid-air (Or HaChaim). - j
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H;.:ISSHE’_Z said to Moses, “Caruve for yourself two stone Tablets like the first ones, and | shall
[necrive on the Tablets the words that were on the first Tablets, which you shattered)?Be ' |
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T DyIwKT? DK RnY 3w — Two storie Tablets like the first ones. Which of the |
% two sets of Tablets was more precious, had more stature? This has been the |
~ subject of an ongoing discussion over, the ages. Ibn Ezra notes that although both |

sets of Tablets were inscribed by Hashem, the first Tablets were Divinely |
created, whereas the second ones were hewn by Moses. On the other hand, R’ {J
Sagdyah Gaon reminds us that the second tablets were received on_that
significant day, Yom Kippur. Also, a new covenant was added with them (see:
v. 10 and 27). In addition, as the Talmud observes they contained the promise|
of earthly happiness expressed by the verse, 3 3v™ jyn%, so that it will be good f
for you, (Deuteronomy 5.16). This promise was lacking in the first Tablets {Bava|
Kamma 55a). . |
Conversely, the first Tablets were given as a gift (31:18) which was anl
expression of the selflessness of the Giver, and of His desire to honor Israel.
Moreover, the first Tablets radiated a dazzling light which revealed its truth
without the need of any prior toil or knowledge. Was this not a reflection of the
&bgreatness of these Tablets, when compared with the second ones which seemed
to be obstructed by a thick veil, and needed pain and affliction to uncover their
truth?
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" Another view is taken by the Midrash HaGadol (ch. 47), which is suggested
by the words of King David referring to Moses: It is good for me that I have been
afflicted, in order that | may learn Your statutes (Psalms 119: 71). Moses had
fasted, toiled and.studied diligently for three periods of forty days each before
he received the second Tablets. He had the immense task of mastering and
understanding the complete body of the Oral Law. which came_uu.th_the
second commandments. What the Midrash seems to i it is
because Moses had to afflict himself in acquiring the knowledge required for the °

second Tablets, that they became more precious in his eyes. What one attains as g

*a result of toil and striving is more dear than that which dne receives as a

gratuitous gift.

With the second set of Tablets came the need for arduous study to understand

the Torah and all its details. This is done by the application of the thirteen

principles of interpretation [which according to Kabbalists are an outgrowth of
the Thirteen Attributes of Mercy] of the Divine written law. This yery task of

investigation, based upon well defined methods of deduction, induction, °

analogy, logical argument, etc. comprises the basic structure of the Talmud,

which benefited the people greatly. The spiritual strength derived from these :

studies has helped Israel survive through centuries of dis jon.

By constantly delving into and elaborating upon the halachah, Israel has been |
able to maintain its spiritual and ethical virtues throughout the ages (Haamek §

Davar, begmnmg of Deuteronomy) [See also the commentary to v. 5]
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giving of the Torah was accompanied by tablets of stone. The
differences in these two sets of tablets reflect the two different
modes in which the Torah was given. The first tablets were
all from Heaven — both the writing and the material (Shemot
32:16). The stone of the tablets symbolizes the heart of Israel
on which'the words of the Torah are to be engraved.! If the
stone too is “from Heaven,” then we have a situation in which
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the Torah is being given to a heart which is already purified,

which is free from bad middot and no longer identifies with

the yetzer ha-ra. This is the level of Gan Eden. At this level the

Torah is acquired as a divine gift which transcends all material

limitations.

4; The second tablets, on the other hand, were hewn by

Mosheh (Shemot 34:1). Although the writing was from God,
the material was from the earth. This reflects the situation

after the sin of the Golden Calf. The “heavenly” Torah now

N3N KonPRY 5711 1R 1971 ,011m "RImS
370D T AN, PRow X Y v mmbn
PRY ,0a% mb Yy mmon mmba Sy mon 5
NN o5 o XY THYY 97w ,anm nand
03 1971 ,mIan9R B3 YY1 0373 nMn by
LJPIOR AWYR TR MM3T3 iy 17
PN P 1w Savn Run nR pink
anonn 3% L0 WA P Awyn nmbn o)
nPI% I3 XUAR MR 713 1% YR Y
Q%Y M3 ,X°HWT RNVU03 0IXD Yy monnwn
omam) 173p0 NIPNY AWn AwYs PIY nmdn

had to be engraved on hearts which were “earthly” and no
longer pure. The Torah that can be absorbed at this level is
certainly much more restricted. But the Torah is active on

our lowly level and lowers itself to provide a corrective for

our selfishness and impurity. In a sense this can be seen as a
desecration of the Torah. But the Divine Will accedes to this so
that the Torah may exercise its purifying effect on the human
condition.
he Torah must be accepted primarily not just by the intel-
3 but by the heart. But the heart will accept Torah only if
it is purged of personal bias. It must in some sense be
lishmah.
But how is it possible to attain lishmah on that lower level
which we have described? Surely here the yetzer ha-ra is in.
 control, polluting all our middot and emotions? X
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us THROLIGH THE PRISM OF TORAH R Robertr

The Torah records that the two stone tablets which Moshe
Rabbeinu received were inscribed with letters of the Decalogue
that penetrated right through the stone and yet could be read
equally well from both sides. This miracle of 2°213 o7 A A
was a Divine handiwork, but even the Almighty does not

perform wonders unless there is a specific purpose. What did He;
intend to convey to Klal Yisroel with this marvel?

This question assumes added importance in view of
something mentioned in Megillas Esther. There we read that
when‘ Queen Esther heard that Mordechai had donned sack-
cloth and ashes, she despatched a messenger to enquire from |
him, 71 0% 5% 7 oo, THis cryptic statement is interpreted by our !
Sages as meaning that she asked Mordechai, “Are you in mourn-
ing because the Jews have transgressed the Torah that was given

3

{
i

in the form of 031N @7 A AM?” The fact that she specifically =

referred to this uwn_iq’ule‘hgét.abil proves that it was of far-reaching
significance. T o
Rav_M. Rogov, 9”1, once suggested the following explana-
‘tion. The fact that the writing on the Tablets could be read from
. both sides was to teach us that the observance of Torah should |
not vary from inside to outside. The same emphasns that we

place on our adherence to mitzvos, kashrus and learning at

if we posture in public as observant Jews, then in private and
. behind four walls there should be no difference. There is only

home should also be practised when away from home. Likewise>

In the Medrash Tanchuma, our Rabbis explain in detail how
the precious Tablets of Torah, received by Moshe from w11pn
X117 7173, came to be broken. They relate that initially, when
Moshe Rabbeinu was given them, they were very light and easy
to carry — almost as if they supported themselves. Although
they were made of stone, the fact that they were inscribed with
a D'p%X M1 — a Divinely fashioned script — made them
ethereal and weightless. When, however, these same Tablets
came face to face with the golden calf, the holy letters flew away
from the stone. The 0’pX 202 could not tolerate the unworthy
behaviour of Klal Yisroel, and, as a result, the 1:xn mmb on their
own became too heavy to hold. They slipped f from the grasp of
Moshe and broke at the foot of the mountain.

" This tragic episode happ’éned thousands of years ago, but it
provides us with a valuable lesson. In a metaphorical sense,
every Yid resembles those mmb. We, too, are composed of two k
parts: a physical core, retérred to as BRI Y 9y, “edrth from
the ground,” and a v, a spiritual component, descnbed in
the Torah with the words 0" N3 1OHXI NON (Berezshls 2: 7) This
soul is fashioned inside us like the Divine script on those stones,

@and it penetrates our being 92y 73y» — through and through.

}

k}}The physical body requires the nourishment of food and
drink, without which it cannot function. The soul, however,
also needs to be fed. Its sustenance is provnded by the Torah that
we learn} the mitzvos we practise and- the géod deeds that we
perform. If, therefore, we negle_ot— lh(_)_;ﬁ; _duties and do not
provide for the 7wy, then its vitality will be radically impaired
and weakened. This D’?'?N N1 with which we are all embossed

(;énnot endure without a staple diet of MM and Torah-food.

one Torah and it must be read exactly the same from any
position. ’ W
30 This asbect worried Esther. She knew that, in general, the
Yidden were loyal to the Almighty, but possibly there was some
inconsistency in their adherence to mitzvos, which meant that ‘
they were not complying with the principle of i i om
0"21n2. How right she was! Those same Jews who attended the
royal banquet of Achashveirosh and ate forbidden food would
never have been so lax at home. Similarly, in public they paid .
homage to the idol of Nevuchadnetzar, but inwardly and when ‘
out of sight they affirmed their allegiance to God. This form of .
double standard ran contrary to the concept of &n:Am 'lm
+ @212 and contributed to the decree by Homon. ‘,
This idea adds meaning to another verse in the Meglllah
which states that after, the Yidden mended their ways and the '
decree was abolished they rejoiced with 3™ WV (Esther 8:16).
Our Sages say that W relates to 77" n*3, which had been \
banned hitherto, whereas " refers to 1’5’51'1. By keeping those |
two mitzvos in particular they corrected their earlier wrongdo-
ing. Circumcision is a private precept and represents one’s ‘
loyalfy to Torah behind closed doors. Tefillin, openly worn on

|
|

Yiddishkeit in the more public domain — honesty in busmess
and principled in relationships with other people. This is the
principle of TPPX ' oy m'n omn — to be complete and
gohsistent in one’s allegiance to Hashem.

g

If starved, it will depart in the same way as the holy script left

the same. Just as those Tablets became too heavy to hold, so too
one’s life becomes stressful and a burden.

39; Witness the numerous young people who cannot seem to
find any proper satisfaction in their lives. They, therefore, turn
to drink, drugs, 1mmorahty or violence — they even wander off
o eastern gurus or travel the world aimlessly — anything in
search of contentment and peace of mind. The ey do not realise
that life without true spiritual content to nourish the soul leaves
them with only the dead weight of 11X 1 7Y, All the riches
and material comforts in the world provide no key to happiness
unless one knows how to use them correctly. Hence the number
of suicides amongst the wealthiest — life has become a mill-
stonie around their neck, like the Tablets bereft of the 3Inom
DPI2X (Kochvei Osher).  *

The message is clear and incontrovertible. The more we
tend the W1 with health-giving M3m) 7N, the greater will be
our serenity and inner happiness. We will feel buoyant and
fulﬁlled eager for each day and the chance to lnvolve our
physncal body in the joint partnership of "1 nT1y.

those mMmM® at the sight of the golden calf, and the result will be>

R

.
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B Sadverfis o Fre- R Dowle-
THE BROKEN TABLETS

What happened to the pieces of the tablets which Mosheh

broke at the foot of the mountain? It may surprise us to learn

that they were placed in the Ark, together with the new tablets

\" (Berachot 8b). If they represented a madregah so high that it was
no longer relevant to Israel after the sin, to what end were
they preservecl7

=P There is a great lesson to be learned from this. Whatever
the person’s actual spiritual status at the moment, if he is
determined to rise higher he must aim for the top. Qur Rabbis
tell us that a person should always ask, “When will my deeds
resemble the deeds of my forefathers Avraham, Yitzhak and
Ya’akov?” (Tanna_de-bei Eliyahu 1:25). A vision of the very

highest is necessary to arouse one from his lethargy to embark

Qn any spmtual journey.
The preservation of the first tablets together with the sec-
nd means that we should never lose sight of that sublime
madregah which we attained before the sin. By considering our
loss we may come to yearn for an acceptance of Torah which

will be both sincere and sublime.

V\;e must realize that it is possible for us, by determined
effort,fo achieve such a level of purity of motive and perfection

of middot that our interests will no longer conflict with our .

pursuit of Torah and the service of God. Our level will then
be comparable -— in this respect at least — with the level of

the first tablets. Obviously, tremendous effort will be required.

*There is the need to train one’s will to desire nothing but the
truth. No one is pretending that this is easy. But it is well-
known that every sincere effort we make down here is met by
_Heavenly aid ona vastscale... ... -~  —— e
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WHEH HASHEM FIRST PRESENTS THE LUCHOS!

to Moshe, the Torah tells us almost nothing about '
themn. All we are told is that they were stone tablets, |
inscribed by Hashem. Only when Klal Yisrael sins by worship- |
ping the Eigel and Moshe is about to destroy the Luchos, does |
the Torah describe the miraculous Luchos in great detail.
Why doesn'’t the Torah describe the Luchos when they are |
first presented t6 Moshe? !
The Shemen HaTov writes that the Torah is teaching us an -
important aspect of human nature, the scope of which goes |
way beyond the Luchos ‘f

until we lose ijt. When the Luchos were first given to Moshe, '

people might not have paid attention to their unique beauty'
or_the miraculous phenomenon of being able to read the;
words from both sides. The value of the Luchos only became
apparent when theLwere about to be destroyed.

Our inability to appreciate what we have before it is too.
late is one of the saddest aspects of human nature.

een the forest rather than get
tangled up among the trees ....

The same applies to raising children. When our children
are_young and living with us, we have a hard time p‘aying..
attention to the transience of their existence in our homes.
Little children are difficult to handle. They wake us up in the
middle of the night. They destroy the order and  peace inour
homes. Teenagers can also be a major cause of sleeplessness

, and stormy times, not to mention issues like drivers’ licenses, |
and others of equal emotional propc?rtion. We are 50 caught
up in the difficulty of raising our children that we often fail to

Yealize how lucky we are to be spending time with them.
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" Years later, ;En our nests empty out, we suddenly look
. back and wish we could hear the laughter of a two-year-old, the
iiFspund of little bare feet tapping on the floor, and yes, even the
¥ sound of toys being poured out in a room that we just cleaned.

" | Believe it or not, we might even miss the cacophonous sound of

| (what they consider) music, and clothes strewn everywhere.

1 What does the average American look forward to?
Retirement. People spend the most productive years_of their
lives, from the age of 20 to 65, considering what they will do
when they retire. What a shame! By the time people reach 65,
they often no longer have the energy or drive to appreciate
their newfound freedom from obligation, and they spend the
rest of their lives morbidly wishing that they had enjoyed their

| strength while it lasted.

' Perhaps the most painful application of thls concept is

| the relationship most people have with their parents. We find

1 people absolutely distraught at the funeral of an elderly par-

© ent. Why? The parent was over ninety years old. Did the child

- think that he or she would live forever? The answer is that on

. a certain level, childreh do think that there parents will always

" be there for them.

“As ]ong as .;Eerson’s parents are alive, they seem to pose
a great difficulty. There are times that they offer unsolicited
advice, or mix into our chinuch decisions, and we become
frustrated. When parents pass away, children suddenly real-
ize_what they have lost. They realize that they should have
welcomed the friendly advice; they should have appreciated

] the warmth, caring, and love that was the basis for their

| unappreciated suggestions. :

‘ By reserving the description of the Luchos until they were

l' about to be destroyed, the Torah warns us to appreciate our
| gifts_in life — our children, our streagth, our parents, and

\ the -r;;r_la—d—-o—iﬁer gifts 1 that Hashem grants us — before it is
too late. .
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