Becret of the Spice
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You shall make an Altar on which to bring incense up in smoke, o[ acacia wood shail you
nake it. 2 Its length a cubit; and its width a cubit — it shall be square — and its height two
cubzls from it shall its horns be. 3 You shall cover it with pure gold, its roof and its walls al
around, and its homns, and you shail make for it a gold crown, all around. ¢ You shall make for
. it two gold rings under its crown on its two corners, you shall make on its lwo sides; and it shal
e be housings for the staves, with which to carry it. ® You shall make the staves of acacia wood
and couver them with gold. © You shall place it before the Partition that is by the Ark of the ™~ 4
Testimonial-tablets, in front of the Cover that is on the Testimonial-tablets, where ! shall set My
meetings with you. * Upon it shall Aaron bring the spice incense up in smoke, every morning. ;. .
when he cleans the lamps he shall bring it up in smoke. 8 And when Aaron kindles the lamps *
in the afterncon he shall bring it up In smdke, continual incense before HASHEM, for your
generations. ® You shall not bring upon it allen incense, or an elevation-offering or meal-offering;
nor may you pour a libation upon it. ' Aaron shall bring atonement upon its horns once a year, .~
from the blood of the sin-offering of the atonements, once a year, shall he bring atonement upon
it' for your generations; it is holy of holies to HASHEM. :
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PARASHAS TETZAVEH / 115

Parashas Tetzaveh discusses the various priestly garments
worn by Aharon HaKohen, his children, and his descendants,
while the description of the vessels which made up the Mishkan
were previously noted in Parashas Terumah. The Ramban (30:1)
therefore wonders why Parashas Tetzaveh concludes with a

description of the NJvp Mam, the Kefores (Incense) Altar, upon

which the ketores was burned twice daily. Should this not have

been written in Parashas Terumah?

The Kedushas Levi (p. 51) offers the following explanation:
Aharon and his descendants were chosen by Hashem to serve Him
and perform the avodah, and the unique garments the Kohanim
wore gave them special status. Others might become jealous of
the privilege they had and the monopoly they enjoyed.

In fact, this is exactly what happened when Korach incited his
followers to rebel against the authority of Moshe (see Bamidbar

- Ch. 16,17). Korach resented the fact that Moshe had chosen his

:f( brother Aharon to be the Kohen Gadol, Moshe had 1o prove that

it was Hashem Who had picked Aharon, and he proposed a test

which would determine, once and for all, who indeed was Ha-"

shem’s choice as Kohen Gadol, That test was the incense service,

as the pasuk (Bamidbar 16:6) says, Do this: Take for yourselves

fire pans — Korach and his entire assembly — and put fire in them

and place incense upon them before Hashem tomorrow. Then the

man whom Hashem will choose — he is the holy one. The end

was that Korach, his people, and all their belongings were mirac- |

ulously swallowed up in the ground, while the 250 followers of

Korach were consumed by a Heavenly fire.

» It was the ketores service that confirmed for all time the choice

of Aharon and his descendants as those chosen by Hashemn 1o

serve Him. Therefore, after the Torah describes the priestly gar-

ments and the inaugural service 6f the Mishkan performed by the:

* Kohanim, which placed the crown of priesthood upon'the heads of

Aharon and his sons, it concludes with a description of the Incense

‘Altar that was the Heavenly proof of the legitimacy of Aharon’s

position. This also teaches that every person has a unique task in

Tife to fulfill. One should not be envious of the position or job with .

which another person has been Divinely endowed. It was this error
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23 272 @& WITH HEARTS FULL OF FAITH

In the story of Ruth (2:4). we read that when Boaz went out
to the fields he greeted his workers by saying, “Hashem
imachem. God be with you.” And they replied “Yevavechechn

Hashem. God bless you.” Our Sages tell us that this was the first
time the Name of God was ever used in a personal greeting.

Boaz greeted his workers in the Name of God, and they

responded in kind. After serious deliberation, Boaz and his court

had decided it was permitted to do so.
This was no simple matter. v
Imagine if you want to say “Good morning” to someone. SO
you go into the shul, open the aron kodesh, the hdly ark, and take
out the Torah. Then vou walk toward him with the Torah on your
shoulder. and vou say, “Good morning! It’s so lovely to see you.”
_Quite unthinkable, one would say.
Using the Name of God in a personal greeting was originally no
-*’lcss scandalous. But Boaz and his court saw a great need: The
brotherly feeling among Jews was declining. People were no
longer so kind to each other. They did not treat each other with
enough respect. So Boaz and his court decreed that the Name of

God should be used in greetings, because this would enhance the

p status of the individual Jew. If the Name of God could be used to
greet him, then he certainly deserved to be respected.
\
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39 Why did Boaz and his court consider it permissible to use the holy

Name of God to raise the stature of individual Jews? Because they
understood that God loves every single Jew without limit, that He

treasures each and every one more than anything else in the world.

. In our times, many of the best, brightest and most righteous
people of our community, the flower of the Torah world, are
investing their time, energy and resources into raising up people
who are very, very distant from Torah and Yiddishkeit. It is not a
simple thing that they are doing. :

But God has shown us that there is no limit to the value of

. >Each individual Jew, that it is worthwhile to use the holy Name

of God to gain him a little more respect. And if so, it is worth-
while for us to reach out to those Jews who are distant from God
and His Torah. Each individual Jewish soul in which the love for
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38 _ In Al Your Ways |
~#> Rabbi Akiva succeeded precisely because he persevéred,
even when his life’s work—24,000 students—was swept away.
The main thing was that his thoughts were only upon his
duty, and not upon the results. Therefore, as terrible as this
setback was, he continued to study, teach and spread Torah '
throughout Israel, until, with these five students from the - . “
south, he illuminated the entire world for all time. . rieves VS ; lf@
Chazal auribute this same quality to Boaz. “‘In the morning : —_—— e |
sow your seed, and in the evening stay not your hand.’*If you NYNN2 ROR OPR N NTAY2 DY DPYpm Warmonn 99V WYY Vc
0NN YN ,}99]'71 qub YN NYNY 9N DNITH N0 9ar 70
DN P ,0PWP R MNP RS 739 PR ,PVND MOpa DivHRN oHRnmng
YA YIARY AW Lo 2 a mewia m) TN MO (), DORDAN DY
JJITTR O"AR AR ymeb nnph. gy e DTR YW D nwnn nnnw

AN 19 1D hooIn

, daily growth. Fruits that are born after a long period of effort,
and after overcoming many obstacles and trials, are much
sweeler Lhan the SuCCess whlch comes in an instant.

brought up children in your youth, bring up more in your old
age.” Boaz had thirty sons and thirty daughters who all died
during his lifetime. And though he was already extremely old,
God gave him the chance to do kindness to Ruth, and to fulfill
the verse, “In the evening stay not your hand.” From this union
emerged the line of the House of David and all the Kings of
Yehuda, including the Messiah himself.’

P 791 990 MINR - AN ,ANTN ,NNOPN MM YY ANnn vy 127 &~
PR TN HTIAY NWITR ONNOD T2 DR NYYI9N ,NMaYD NN 93 INR
MM ASPRR AV 2T YV Nam NeRIe1 mMia% (RN wbohn OR 0TRD
2270 30T T D TPUMYY R IR W01 0TYR DRRNR DIRYAN DY)
AURT 5Y THRN MY 2TNAT IRY - 1 IRDD ndynb wianh wpynnh MR

Have Faith in God and Sow -
The Vilna Gaon said that all our actions in this world,

whether physical or spiritual, are comparable to planting a
seed. All we can do is plow and sow. Whereas rain and dew,

blight and rot, are entirely up to God. A person should toil,.
but not waste time worrying about the results, which are in
God’s hands. If he spends his entire day in Torah study, he
should be happy that he is doing the most that God asks of

im. Each day he should go forward, without worrying about
yesterday's results. Of course he must beg God for success,
but his desire for progress should not blind him to his slow,
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