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The Chachamim tell us all kinds of strange things about
the first human being at the point of his creation. They tell
us (Kobeles Zuta 6:7) that when the malachei hasharcis first saw
Adam, they made a mistake and wanted to say Shirah. A ma/-
ach doesn't have bechirah, free will. You know why? Because a
malach sees everything with perfect clarity. He sees the Divine
clearly and therefore cannot choose to do something that goes '
against the Divine will; it is impossible.

And yet ... and yet, when these same malachim saw this
fantastic creature called a human being for the first time, they
made a major error. They thought they were in the presence of
the Divine, and they wanted to say Shirah. What does this tell
us about the stature and aura of Adam Harishon? What does
this tell us of his sublime nature that bordered on the Divine?

In another place, the Midrash tells us that part of Adam’s

body shone like the sun. I don’t know what this means or what
message it intends to convey, but it tells you something about
Adam Harishon. He must have been an incredible being.

* But that was not the original intent. The fzuras haadam,
the human form that the Almighty intended when He created
the world, was not the present human form. It was something
nuch higher and more exalted. It was the human being in its
ideal and perfected form.
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of the Almighty.

Y :

After the cheit, after Adam sinned, he lost his pristine fzuras
haladam, but the intent of the Almighty did not cease to exist
nor did it change. The Almighty still wanted and intended for
the human beings that inhabited the world to recapture that
original zuras ha'adam, but this was no longer a simple mat-
ter. The people that the Almighty had created with a sublime
#2uras haadam had ruined it, and it was now their responsibility
to recapture and reconstruct that which they had squandered
away. It was now time for a different approach, a subterranean
process of reconstruction effected by people under the guidance

°

“This is how it has fo be. It was the Almighty’s will to create

a being that had zuras handam in its ideal form, a being created

in the image of the Lord, a being with a commanding stature |

afid dazzling appearance to whom the entire world would be

subordinated, 2 being who would be the keeper of the created .

world. If it, were not possible to recapture this level of zzuras
ba'adam, if it was definitely irretrievable, then there would be
no point to the continued existence of the world.

T

N

No, there is a very deep message here. The Gemara is
telling us that the whole process of reconstruction came to
a climax at Matan Torah. The filth of the serpent was finally

. cleansed, and now the world had not just one Adam Harishon

(Jbut rather an entire nation of Adam Harishons. This is the sig-

. nificance of the two crowns.

As for what the Chachamim tell us about all the sick and
the infirm being healed at Mount Sinai, it was not an amnesty.

It was not compensation nor a bonus for accepting the Torah.

It was actually Malaseh Bereishis again — a rebirth.

At Matan Torah, our Chachamim are telling us, the Jewish
people returned to the state of humankind during creation.
They recovered the fzuras haadam, and with it a flawless and

il perfect physicality. It was therefore only natural that the sick

- should be healed and the blind should see and the deaf should

hear and the lame should walk, because Matan Torah was a
rebirth in every sense of the word.

The commentators say that the Taryag Mifzvos, the six hun-
dred and thirteen cardinal mirzvos of the Torah, are divided

into two groups, the.two hundred and forty-eight positive |
commandments and the three hundred and sixty-five prohibi- |
tions, corresponding to the two hundred and forty-eight limbs ;

and organs and the three hundred and sixty-five blood vessels.
"What does this teach us? That the whole point of Matan Torah

ﬁkwas to bring us back and elevate us to the point of pristine per-

fection of the human being, the pure fzuras haadam without

any distortions.

9\’( What fools these mortal be, a poet once said.‘We th_i.nk i

- e

i

that what we see ... that this is it. The human being as we
know him is the fzuras ha'adam. A little more fzaddik, a little
less tzaddik, a little more ideal, a little less ideal, but it’s all
basically the same thing, the same product. This is the world
and this is the human race.

Jhat’s a major error. This is not man. This is not whati

man was meant to be. These are ants. We live in a society -
of ants. Not even ants. Ants, at least, can live in peace with

each other.

2_6 The Midrash tells us (Pirkei d’Rabbi Eliezer), “Rabbi -

Elazar ben Arach said: When the Holy Blessed One
descended onto Mount Sinai to give the Torah to the Jewish
people, six-hundred thousand angels came down with Him,
corresponding to the six—hu’ﬁd;ed thousand heroic Jewish
people ... and they crowned all the Jewish people with the
crown of the ineffable Name. buring all those days before
they committed that [sinful] act, they were as pleasing to
the Holy Blessed One as were the ministering angels; the

. Angel of Death had no power over them, and they did not

defecate as human beings do. But once they committed the
«act of the calf, the Holy Blessed One was angry with them,
and He said, ‘I had thought you would be like the minister-
ing angels, as it is written (Zehillim 82:6-7), I said that you are
lords ... [now,] however, you will die like people ...

Listen to the words of the Midrash. There it is, black on
white. The Torah in its totality elevated us to the level of mal-
achei_hashareis. Before we get into the differentiation of the
Torah into its elements — matzab, sukkab, tefillin, mezuzah,
kashrus — and their individual meaning and purpose, the Torah
- in its totality was"the groundwork for the reconstruction of the

fzuras haadam that was lost at the time of creation.

Q}Mashiach is about? Free ice cream? Peace, prosperity and an

endless all-expenses-paid vacation? Mashiach is the culmina-
tion of the process of history. At that time (Yeshayahu 11:19),
“the world will be filled with the knowledge of the Almighty
like the waters that cover the seas.” In the time of Mashiach, the
shaft of Divine light will once again penetrate into the earth,
and human beings will be able to adjust to it. How that will
happen I do not profess to know, but I do know that the fzuras

chaadam will be restored.

And that also explains the incessant repetition of Yerzias

Mitzrayim, the exodus from Egypt; that’s the essence of
Pesach and is recalled all through the year. All right, there
was a liberation. We got our freedom. But lots of people have
been liberated. The freedom we celebrate on Pesach is the lib-
eration of the inner person. A person who is chained to his

instincts and desires is not a liberated person. The freedom

and liberation we're talking about here, it’s all about the zzuras

\,('( ha'adam, the removal of the obstacles to the process of recon-

"'*Dj\%w A

struction and rebirth.

So now we get back to the original question of the Almighty
going down and Moshe going up. What does this mean? You
can’t learn Chumash like a little child. The Almighty has no
corporeal body, nor does He have any kind of finite, circum-
scribed presence that can be said to descend and ascend. So
what does the Torah mean when it speaks of His descent?

1 believe it means that He sent a shaft of Divine light down
into the material world, a revelation of light that illuminated
the dark material world before the stunned eyes of the Jewish
people who stood at the foot of the mountain. And then Moshe
went up, he ascended, he rose up toward that suddenly revealed
shaft of Divine light. This tells us that a person who lives inside
a material body, who is restricted and earthbound, whose 7esk-

f‘-( amah is trapped apd imprisoned within the boundaries of the

five senses, can still bring himself upward and correlate himself
with the shaft of Divine light. And when he does it, he achigyes

tzuras haadam.

e

P it
i




29

Later, when"Moshe came down from the mountain, the
Torah tells us (Shemos 34: 29) that his face was shining. That
shine was the same as the shine that emanated from Adam
Harishon, because at tHat point Moshe had achieved the #zuras
ba'adam of Adam Harishon before the fall.

Before we can delve into the depths of the Torah and all its
infinite and fascinating details, we have to gain an inkling of
what the totality of the Torah is all about. We have to have at
least a glimpse of the apex, the high point of what the Torah is
all about. The whole point is to recover fzuras ba'adam. Every

mitzvah brings us closer to it, and every aveirah distances us .

from it.

TR,

Theres an amazing thing that I think everyone knows, but few

people stop to consider. The Torah tells us (Shemos 19:2) that
‘the Jewish people encamped at Mount Sinai. The word used for
encamped is vayichan, which is the singular form of the verb.
Rashi immediately points this out and concludes that it means

_ke'ish echad b'lev echad, as one man with one heart.

MWhy was this necessary? Why was this a prerequisite

for the Giving of the Torah? And which “one man” are we
talking about here? It means that the entire natipn was hkeqz

(one man, like man in his ideal state, the way the Almwhty

mtended him to be, like Adam Harishon when he was first:

created.
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Nefesh Shimshon — Shabbos Kodesh

The only language for communicating things too deep for
words is song. If our ear is attuned, we hear the moving mes-
sage borne by the melody. But a coarse and insensitive person
will miss it.

WhencShabbos begins, we attain such closeness to Hashem
that it cannot be expressed in words. So, at this exalted moment,
- we don't talk; we sing. Nothing less will do. Whoever has an at-

'~ tuned ear understands that there is no other way to express
the neshamah’s joy over the coming of Shabbos Kodesh. If some-
one doesn't understand, there is no way to explain it.

Shabbos touches the degpest feelings in the heart of the
Jewish people. At this time Wwe meet HaKadosh Baruch Hu, ard |
an indescribable love is aroused. All we can say is: “Mizmor shir ;
Uyom-haShabbos, tov I’hodos laShem!” ‘

This is what Shabbos is all about. It strikes a chord hidden

deep within the Jewish heart. It is the point of connection be-
tween us and Hashem.

We asked before: “Who is Shabbos? Who is this person-
ality?” Now we can answer: Jhis “personality” is actually

Hashem. For Chazal tell us that “Shabbos” is one of Hashem's
Names.?

~ And when Iﬁeople drive their cars on Shabbos, it's the same
thing- HaKadosh Baruch Hu is sprawled on the ground, so to
speak, under the wheels of those cars.

Shabbos is Hashem'’s name. These days, when the Shechinah
js sprawled on the ground for all to trample on, Hashem
is seeking a home in which He may find refuge. And this is
Kabbalas Shabbos. We greét Hashem and say to Him: “Hashem,
in my home You can find rest and refuge. The house is clean,

PUEBEE

\/((both physically and spiritually. I have rid my home of all the [
‘idolatry’ that so sullies the world today. There are no foreign

influences here. It is a wholly Jewish home. Pleasé come in.”

Fortunate is he who can say this on Shabbos Kodesh. And
even more fortunate is he who can say all week long, “In my
home there is only Torah. Not Torah plus other things. Only
Torah. Only Yiddishkeit. If we want to tell-a child a story, we tell
him only stories of tzaddikim. Here we are involved only with
the holy Shechinah.” .

As soon as Hashem finds a place to rest, He will no longer
be rolling under the wheels of the cars outside. ’

My dear fellow Jews, we are responsible for the fact that
Hashem'is sprawled on the ground, homeless. If our homes
were pure and holy, like the Beis HaMikdash, everything would
be different. _ ‘

“Home” means a clean place where we may be alone with |
Hashem, without the presence of strangers. Only holiness and
purity. This is especially true of those special moments of Kabbalge
S’yjbbos. We should be ready early and sit down and say: “Hashem,

- We're waiting for You. Here, You can find peace.” ‘

't

One reason we don't feel the presence of Shabbos is because
we don’t know how to greet her. We don’t give her the wel-
come she deserves. If we work on this, we will feel the holiness
of Shabbos much more, and this feeling will open up the great
fountain of berachah that Shabbos i?_“ show:ering goodness and
blessing upon us all week long.
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Sometimes, on the eve of the holy Shabbos, when your spirit
soars heavenward, and you contemplate the kedushah ofi God
and Yistael, you no longer see private individuals of Klal Yisrael;
instead you see the transcendent Queeri—a shining lighe that
emanates from the essence of the kedushab of Hashem that
manifests itself within these individuals. With your neshamah
yef:;irab, it is as if your eyes scan all of the Jewish people at
once. You see them bent under the burden of their troubles,
shaken and sullied, suffering and sighing, And yet, amidst all
of this anguish, they are joyoixs, singing and proclaiming be-
fore the Almighty, “Master of the Universe! We are Yours, and

we are suffering for You! With our whole lives and souls we

will crown Your sovereignty over the entire world, and we will __

kedushab, Your daas, Your will, even Your very essence, so to
_speak”

‘When your soul sees this, you feel aflame with passion,
your nefesh is now neither broken nor depressed. On’ithe con-

trary, your soul is exhilarated and uplifted with holy pride~

over the aspect of Malchus, the sovereignty Of"K"CSS“ Yisrael
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