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obey!” & Moses took the blood and threw it_up

on the people, and he said, “Behold the blood of
the covenant that HASHEM sealed with you co

ncerning all these matters.”

i

Klal Yisroel. -

__ % Moses, Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel ascended, 10 They saw -

‘F the God of Israel, and under His feet was the likeness o

f sapphire bﬁck[bérk, and it was like the]

essence of the heaven in purity. ' Against the great men of the Children of Israel, He did not

stretch out His hand — they gazed at God, yet theu ate and drank.
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____EINEI YISROEL

TOWARDS THE END OF PARSHAS Mishpatim, in the parshah of
naaseh vnishmah, Moshe Rabbeinu, Aharon HaKohen and his

sons, and the seventy elders were granted a vision of the Ribbon

(]

Shel Olam, “Sxw* PPN DR W — And they saw the God of Yisroel”
(Shemos 24:10). They had a mareh nevuah, a prophetic vision,* simi-
lar to that of Yeshayah HaNavi, who expressed his perception of the
Divine Chariot revealed to him, saying, “X03 %y 21 "X NX X1
RWN 0 - And I saw Hashem seated on high and exalted throne” (Ye-

shayah 6:1).
In their vision of HaKadosh Baruch Hu, the elders saw that

un-

der His feet was like a brickwork of sapphire, and an appearance of the
Heavens in their brilliance” (Shemos 24:10). Rashi says that the brick-

ﬁvorlg,“}vas in His presence at the time of the enslavement in order to

ecall the suffering of Yisroel, who were enslaved through brickwork

»

Rashi further explains that they saw “an appearance of the Heavens

. — LT T T

| in their brilliance? for “once they were redeemed, there was light and

g@ness before Him.”
-;The vision they saw told them of the Ribbono Shel Olam’s eternal

concern for Klal Yisroel. The bricks with which their lives had been

made insufferable in Mitzrayim were formed into a continual re-

membrance before HaKadosh Baruch Hu, symbolizing His constant
providence over His nation; and the vision glowed with the Heavenly
light and joy their redemption had brought on High. One aspect of
the nevuah is yet unexplained. Why were the bricks before Hashem

made of sapphire, and ot of straw and mud like those that had caused
their suffering in Mitzrayim?

3

The servitude in Mitzrayim

The two most important events in the making of Klal Yisroel were
Yetzias Mitzrayim and Matan Torah. Together, these events brought
us to a deep awareness of the éxistence and omnipotence of the Rib-
bono Shel Olam. All the foundations of our relationship to HaKadosh
Baruch Hu and the Torah cari be found in this pair of events.

What we often overlook is the role that shibbud Mitzrayim, the
servitude Bnei Yisroel experienced in Egypt played in preparing us
for our eventual tafkid in Hashen's plan. The exile, enslavement, and

-+ suffering of the Jewish people in Mitzrayim in many ways were no

less important than Yetzias Mitzrayim and Matan Torah. The years
our forefathers spent in Mitzrayim were not wasted years; they were

the kor habarzel, the irgn furnace in which the tender soul of Klal &

Yisroel was forged, and its character purified. Shibbud Mitzrayim
produced some of the most important and deepest impressions on

"jChazal (Yevamos 793) tell us, 1 MK3 ©* 030 AW5w - This
people possesses three characteristics; they are *2mam pawam onnin
0°70n - merciful, unassuming, and doers of kindness. These three
elements form the basic character of a Jew, forming the fundamental
core of his personality.

The Jewish people are rachmanim. The Jewish soul feels the pain

S, aye_ s
of somecne who suffers. It possesses a strong sensitivity to the needs

Vof‘ others.iThey are also gomlei chassadim: A Jew can be easily moved

to take whatever steps are necessary to bring relief to those in 'p.ain,
by giving of his time and resources for the sake of others. Addition-
ally, they are bayshanim: They try to accomplish whe?tever they set
out to in terms of serving their fellow man and in serving HaKadosh
Baruch Hu in an unassuming way, b'tzinah, with modesty. “na% yIsm
TR Oy - And walk modestly with your God” (Hoshea 6:8). These
are the hallmarks of the nefesh Yisroel, the Jewish soul. As much as the
power of speech and thought elevate the human race above the animal
kingdom, 50 too, these qualities set Klal Yisroel above all mc:mber.s of
humanity. This lofty, tender soul is the result of shibbud Ml'Fzraylm.

3> The Jewish ability to know another’s suffering is one subject men-
tioned in this parshah: “YIN3 QN7 0°7 °2 1a7 WD DX ONYT OORY
0181 — And you know the feelings of a stranger, for you were strangers
in the land of Mitzrayim” (Shemos 23:9). We have the ability to em-
pathize with the stranger, to feel along with him, and to understand
the vulnerability he feels in his heart. Shibbud Mitzrayim taught us
this lesson. The mitzvos of lekket, shikchah, and peyakh are also tied to
shibbud Mitzrayim.

Imagine all the effort that goes into cultivating a field. A farmc?r
first plows and sows, then he waters and weeds. Finally, he reaps his
harvest. Naturally, a person would want to take home every last stalk
of wheat. Yet the Torah coppmands us: if a stalk of wheat shoulcjl fall
from his hand while harvesting, it is lekket and he must leave it for
the poor to collect. The farmer ties the wheat together in sheaves, and
then places them on his cart. As he pulls away, he notices a lone sheaf
remaining in the field. This forgotten sheaf is shikchah, and belongs
to the poor. In addition to these, the farmer makes sure to leave the
corners of his field the peyos, unharvested.

All these mitzvos are happily fulfilled by one who possesses the

sensitive, caring heart of a Jew, born of the servitude suffered in
Mitzeayion, T J291 DX JISRI28 1278 003D Y K027 129 ° 1M
avit — You shall remember that you were a slave in the land of Mitz-
rayim; therefore I command you this matter this day” (Devar.im 15.:15).
The experience of slavery that we suffered in Mitzrayim instilled }3& )




the heart of a Jew the ability to break down the walls we construct ds
a barrier between ourselves and others, We are capable of opening
up the gates of our property to the destitute and allow them to walk
into our fields and orchards as if they own them.
What is more, only in the merit of the sensitive soul, the neshamah
adinah that Klal Yisroel developed in Mitzrayim, did they become
~worthy of the great miracles of Yetzias Mitzrayim, the gilui Shechi-
nah, the revelation of the Divine Presence, and Matan Torah. It took
decades of suffering to create and mold the soul of Bnei Yisroel to
achieve such a permanent sensitivity of character.
*This is why the brickwork in Heaven was of sapphire stone. In
Hashem's eyes, every brick of mud and straw was a sapphire. Through
these bricks, the hard labor in Mitzrayim transformed the Jewish ;
people into a nation worthy of the Torah, capable of opening their |
hearts to others, and reaching upwards towards HaKadosh Baruch
- Hu. For this reason, Hashem made a shining jewel out of their avodah,
something of such great value, that to see it was to want more. If that
was the value that slavery gave him, a person would have willingly

? Seven days after leaving Egypt, the Sea of Reeds split, and
it was about that event that the Tarqum Yonasan comments on
the verse, “Israel saw the great Hand that Hashem inflicted
upon Egypt” (Shemos 14:31), the departing Jews realized that
the experience of Egypt had been a beneficial one for them.
The difference was that now they were viewing the situation in
retrospect. And so it frequentlv is_in life; only with benefit of
hindsight can we appreciate the value of what at the time

seemed to _bg .Situations of unmitigated pain.

* 3 That is the lesson the Chiddushei -HaRim draws from the
order in which we explain the symbols of the Seder — Pesach,
matzah, and _maror (the bitter herbs). Logically, he says, maror,
the symbol of our suffering in Egypt, should come first. But
only in_light of the Redemptlon symbolized by Pesach and
matzah, can we understand that suffering, and thus the sym-
bols of Redemption are explained first.

Often with the benefit of hindsight we can begin to see pur-

endured more suffering in order to receive an even greater reward.

e ability to transform the worst experiences into lessons of tre-
mendous value is one of the greatest abilities a person can develop
in life. Any adverse incident can be used constructively rather than
becoming the cause of a lifetime’s remorse and regret. Every experi-
ence in life, including the painful ones, has meaning and purpose. It
is up to each person to wse his experiences as catalysts for growth,
and transform his own brickwork, his suffering and adversity, into
a fabulous collection of rare and exquisite jewels. His life will then
glow like the precious stones on the breastplate of the Kohen Gadol,
his experiences having enriched his life beyond his, mdst optimistic
expectations. This is what makes the difference between a small person |
and a great person. Everyone experiences their own variety of hard-
ship. This suffering might come in the form of an event over which
he has no control. Alternatively, it might come Terwith the realization

hat he has erred, and must live with the knowledge that he could or |

£

should have acted differently. Whatever the hardship, the greatness of
a person ig revealed when he takes these ‘bricks of clay’ and transforms -
them into gems of intense beauty - ‘sapphires,

228 [J RABBI FRAND IN PRINT

Ex
the Torah. One of the .defining characteristics of the Jewish™
people is that they are merciful and take pity on the suffering
of others. Time after time in the Torah, we are enjoined to treat
the stranger, the widow, and the orpharf with special consider-

-ation “because you were strangers in the land of Egypt.”

This concern with the oppressed remains an enduring lega-
. cy of Egypt where we were the downtrodden and abused. No

matter how assimilated a Jew becomes, as long as he still -

identifies himself as a Jew he is likely to be found siding with

fhe oppressed. Jews were pioneers in the Civil Rights -

" Movement. It was Jews who marched with blacks in Selma and
Montgomery, and it sometimes seems that being Jewish is a
prerequisite for working for the American Civil Liberties Union.
Whatever the cause, there will always be Jews at the forefront,
Much of this idealism is distorted by the lack of Torah guid-

ance, but the concern with society’s least fortunate is never- |

theless a legacy from Eqvpt -

|
|

pose in events that seemed completely incomprehensible at the
time. Moshe beseeched Hashem, “Show me now Your glory”
(Shemos 33:18), and the Gemara in Berachos interprets

i Moshe’s request as one for understanding of why the righteous

suffer. Hashem responded, “Behold! There is a place near Me;
you may stand on-the rock. I shall shield you with My hand until
I have passed. Then I shall remove My hand and you will see
My back, but My face may not be seen” (Shemos 33:22-23).

i “My back you will see, but My face may not be seen,’ " says
he Chasam Sofer, refers precisely to the fact that Hashem’s
ways may sometimes be discerned in retrospect (“My back
you will see”), but not prospectively as the events themselves
are unfolding (“My face may not be seen”).

At the end of every day of the Creation, except the second
day, we read, “And G-d saw that it was good.” But at the end
of Creation “G-d saw all that He had made, and behold it was
very good” (Berexshls 1:31). The Midrash explains that “good”
refers to God's kindness to people; “very good” refers to midas
yissurim (the afflictions that Hashem brings upon people). In
the totality of human hlstory the afflictions visited upon us also

s =)-have their purpose, but that can only be seen from G-d’s per-

. spective encompassing all history from beginning to end; that
is why they are alluded to only at the very end of the narrative
of Creatlon

— e

o
About one thing Rabbi Kushner is surely right. Any search

for a Jewish approach to suffering must deal with Sefer lyou.
- The crucial verse in understanding lyov’s consolation is lyov’s
reply to Hashem's speegh from out of the whirlwind: “Until now
I knew of You through the hearing of the ear, but now my eye
sees You” (lyov 42:5). According to the classical commenta-
tors, lyov contrasts his previous knowledge of Hashem, which
was received by tradition, with the prophetic experience he has
just had. The prophetic experience of closeness to Hashem
has left him indifferent to the timebound concerns of this world
‘and longlng to be reumted w1th Hashem in Olam Haba.

&




1\ Rabbi Moshe Eisemann, author of the ArtScroll lyou, offers
a variant of this interpretation. Until Hashem spoke directly to
Iyov, Iyov’s knowledge of Hashem was purely intellectual, After
Hashem took lyov under His wing for a tour of the cosmos,
lyov experienced an emotional closeness to Hashem_ in addi-
tion to his previous intellectual understanding. Trust is a func-

* tion of emotional closeness, not intellectual understanding. In
the realm of the intellect everything has to fit together. If it does
not make sense logically, then you are going to be bothered,
just as when you cannot figure out a piece of Gemara. ;

- Emotional closeness, however, allows one to live with an intel- |
lectual problem because the trust is so great. Take the implicit
trust that exists between spouses. Even if one could build an
intellectually compelling case that someone’s wife had acted to

- hurt him, he would still reject it out of hand on the grounds that
his wife loves him and would hever do anything to harm him.
ibn Ezra expresses a similar thought on the verse, “You are i
children of HASHEM, Your G-d, you shall not gash yourself [as |

a sign of mourning]...” (Devarim 14:1). He interprets the verse: *

_ . -

1

Now that you know that you are children to Hashem,
and that He loves you more than a father loves his son,
do not mutilate yourself over the death of a loved one.
Even if you cannot understand the loss, just as a little%
child does not understand the slap on his hand as it"
heads for the fire, you must rely on Hashem, just as the
little child continues to rely on the parent who has

slapped him. i

That is what happened to lyov. He became so close to
Hashem and his trust in Hashem was so great that he no longer \
needed an answer to his question. Even without being told why i
he had been so afflicted, he was consoled. |
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-+« TURNING TRAGEDY INTO OPPORTUNITY

Sometimes the only way we can deal with a tragedy is by

transforming it into an opportunity, or, as | once heard it said,

by turning fate into destiny. We are dealt a certain hand in life,
and our task is to make the most of it. Or, as a popular poster

put it frivolously, but aptly, “If life deals you a lemon, make !

lemonades.” o ) o
e Q - - e e .
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For something closer to home, co ' ! e
for the Deaf founded by Rabbi Moshe Ebstein. Rabbi Ebstein’'s

interest in deaf education was triggered by In
his sons 'suffered from deafness. Rather tha
Rabbi Ebstein used it as a spu

been otherwise consigned to the publlc spbgol Sﬁ’{ﬁ[{};
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“['-t'l once heard how Rabbi Ebstein devéloped the strengitH.Ht—o“

transform his personal tragedy into an opportunity. As a young
boy during World War II, he was in a Soviet labor camp (this
after having escaped from a Nazi concentration camp). He was
fortunate in that he was together in the camp with his rebbe.
The first Shabbos they”r_equ_z_gqhthat if they refused to work, they
would be killed on the spot. On the other hand, they could not
imagine a Shabbos while working. As the sun set on_Friday
night, they sang Lecho Dodi while still working,.and"t-fu;”n;;(t
morning, they continued with Shabbos zemiros. Even as they
were mechalel Shabbos with their hands, they were sanctifying_
the Shabbos with their singing. Rabbi Ebstein’s rebbe knew the
davening by heart, as well as the Torah reading. So they dav-
ened together and recited the Torah reading as they worked
that Shabbos and every Shabbos until their release. After more
than fifty years, Rabbi Ebstein _still remembers those
Shabbosim as the holiest, the most beautiful of his life, And
from that experience in the Soviet labor camb; he learned-iﬁgt
there is virtually no_situation from which it is not possible to
build something beautiful and holy. Doing so is often the only
practical therapy for the pain of our misfortunes.

3

nsider the Hebrew Institute |

the fact that two of .
n cursing his fate, 5
r to create an institution that has |

saved hu_ng_xg”gﬁ_gLQﬁbQQQX__dﬁaLﬂmldLenJLbﬁ—would have‘:‘

NR XM P85 pos wdwa Y13 MY
5 TOYBD Y NAM YRWS PUR

v vy oPnwn oxysy pon niab
nywa MBS Arn X0 PHon nmb e
LRUWH WNVY PR DY ,TMaYWwn
mbvan @’y o b mIm MR h
aicAat oy a7 Hrawr nx 191Y ann
bw_nwp 5w _nnm ,nnna_7ap7 omry
®Ip21 ,mem ann Yw omby 29y ohn
P Yman wo PR e P o
TR M9IR MYon e T (oY num
2103 oy 0% A &Y obwhw oprien YT
PYS 0 DNOW 031 MW BY93IR DAY
w2 awennn Yo [op parep] DrInRT
13 MY 0¥ TR RY TN, WP nvt R
5% D°YIW R 37 X932 3 ,0maY V> e
SR wrM A2 a3 DUuyan oKy 7 "
WI_AND_NPAW 91 YR PYR DR
nab nwyns b nnmw o3 ram »k-
oyvy Lomyn Sw Taywn v ,7bon
PO_DRT AR vty X7 ,me? onwn
na_nYapa onminxa va? onaw?
®% e c13 vuR Sy oanan Tovna
N7 WA Pty wen 7 nbw
"7 9 DR AR RS 1T nYw RY DMEna

©9boRm @opbRR nR w vyt ooab
DTIDM R DPRWD 03 HN 1w
e BpYR M ava ot ohow
MWD NPT DM R DR oW

| Ny Maywb oy A xRy 199,310

f‘ :97p1 5710 pan oonwy 0ab o abn

&

e ———e




Growth Yecosgh Toh .
l?e&ashi comments that the brick was in the presence of the :
Almighty during the time the Israelites were enslaved in Egypt to
remind Him of their suffering since they were forced to build with|
bricks in their slavery. “The essence of a clear sky,” is because once§ DA ann Tapn — Swa xww mnn ’P
they were liberated there was light and joy before the Almighty. | [ e - Ceee e ’?
Rabbi Yeruchem Levovitz commented that whenever the Torah - S .
tells us about the attributes of the Almighty the purpose is to teach . © %00 MAY AYUENI YUY nnm

us_how we_should strive to emulate Him. When someone else 00 0,000 puysy 1a0m miay nuns 1931 nNm SN HP5R NN I
suffers, it is not sufficient for us just to try to feel his suffering in the

abstract, rather we should do some concrete action that will clearly WY 1390 NN NN — ADN M1 AWYNI WIN (0 173 D0own)
remind -us of the person’s suffering. | DYRUN DYYIY 0227 NUYNI DYTINWN PNV IR DY 1NN 1IN0 Taywn
Also we see from here, said Rav Yeruchem, that even at the time HNA BWID SYAM 1A DY 913y 199 MTM MR PN ITRIYD — VY
e e et Thoe aids v entwe Simeasion (o 1YONT> 172N 0 953 NUN b 29N ST DTND 39T0MD -5/012 DY IONY
the joy. Many people would just like to forget all their suffering 1 ONTD T9YN2 DI3N5 WY N N9 ND9N AN INNNWA NN nNa
when it is over. But the proper attitude is to remember it, and this Sy YHIN
*::lleﬂzrel; S;‘Terson an even greater appreciation for the good that_he._ : NI %5 KM 30PN N9BN PAND TANY P oSy DATH 1T THINAY
. Yet another lesson we see from here is how we should makean | W)W AYY INIW BY MM NPV 2IN NOPNN IY NI DMIIATH
;;-effort to feel the joy of angther p.erson,just as the Almighty felt the : 1.;..,‘0 QYU TIMN NPDOY NYY VNN AU DINNI NN 1IN TATRY
e e et e By YTI323 N3P 07113 MU3 DA TK 53 T TP 71727 Mo AT
inwardly they are telling themselves, “I really wish that this persgfL,? C DWW TIPIPN NN RY O — IR OPON AN IN — DBIPPYY DN M8y
will fail.” L OMD WN Siya KW RTHI NON WD AYWA DYDY Wan PN NINN N
| People say that there are three possibilities for a businessman: | L TG T U oo R o el Sy i o

Rav Yeruchem said. When he is the only one who was successful in

business and his friend lost everything, this is the ultimate in | | QT 2¥ > 70N N73P1OP0 N THYNRY ANV RBNDB W DT R1T 23 30
pleasure. If both he and his friend were equally successful or 5 YA NYY NPND INTH YW NI IINOD TN 993 YN DD 0D yygn)

. ; ; ; his
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_Many people fool even themselves arLd are not conscinnely aware LT Pnynv Dbpb NUTP NIDAND ANDDY DAY Twa pawn 900
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now _much they really hate the people they call their friends. T: | el NON INNDW MWD TISY P71 N9 1720 N8I WOSAY TASY P RS
ceally feel joy for the good fortune of another person %akes much JBND D TN IDRPI DY 971 MADYA MAYS PR TN 03 pI9sh Mol
work. One must devote much deep thought to master this attribute. 170190 2N NIDWI N INN 79 4T DY 029IWN WM WS 0N
(Daas Torah: Shmos) | D'DYN D¥YI WIWI MM .DTIPD WD 19 AN N DRA NP TND DI

Once'in the city of Mir the Mirrer Yeshiva did not have sufficient ‘ NON ONT? W 110N 1019 190N MIab I8 IND I ORI 133 P Inod
nce' i \

money to buy food for the students. Rabbi Eliezer Yehudah Finkel, 1 21212 YN IN07 ©HYN ONY T PADN MY MI9Y /N N19>1) NN
the Rosh Hayeshiva, gave bis fur coat that he received for his DYY MIN PIAD TN MY PAY WK TIAP NIAY QR AT 5 M ANNWA

wedding to the people in charge of the finances of the yeshiv'a.,:‘lt is | 4, DY Y2 WWONTD 113N Y SW3 RO 50 PNA 513 Y Y D31 IO
an expensive coat and make certain to get a high price for it,” Rav

2P0y Mnnwa
Lazer Yudel said. | Y 2’[

T . . . 11if he
it's in the middle of a very cold winter and he might become il lf, U TIAUL NRY D195 mRY PRoTT TNan 190 503 51 .
goes without his coat. But Rabbi Finkel insisted they take it, ) 1Y i V3 N

 saying, “If the students are hungry, it is very cold for me even i1 DPMIND IWNI P IV KNN DNRYD 9PN 7D DIYIIND NYY ORI
am wearing a warm coat. However, if they have enough to eat, 1 TIONI INHRWI MNWD 37D 10 DY I R RIORD 19y NNPMY N2 ADND
feel warm even without a coat.” (Marbitzai Torah Umussar, vol.4, D20WN DYYI — NDINID INN? 1T 19 DINNY 100N 1Y 10NYD N 915
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The administrator at first refused to take it. They told him that \ ‘ J\wnb W NN N NYWA TMYN ORY ANIN TUNDOY NN MAT 1IN
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The'Ehazon Ish wrote, “I have pleasure when I am able to bring

joy to the hearts of people. I feel my obligation to be careful not(j(g 03721 TWUND NP3 NN DNPY HD3 DI NN 1PN Sv nanTh MM
cause any unplea;ar))tness to another person even for one second. 7773p7 S0 TINT WD DAY N AoTY YR MhYRY WRSN
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