Altar Accentuation
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Y You shall not covet your fellow’s house. You shall not covet your fellow’s wife, his
manservant, his maidservant, his ox, his donkey, nor anything that belongs to your fellow.

'* The entire people saw the thunder and the flames, the sound of the shofar and the smoking
mountain; the people saw and trembled and stood from afar. 16 They said to Moses, “You
speak to us and we shall hear; let God not speak to us lest we die.” .

17 Mose’s said to the people, “Do not fear, for in order to elevate you has God come; so that
awe of Him shall be upon your faces, so that you shall not sin.” 1® The people stood from afar
and Mosesfapproached the thick cloud where God was. -

19 R viie] o L T T . 1 ¢ )

1% HASHEM said to Moses, “So shall you say to the Children of Israel, ‘You have seen that | -
have spoken to you from heaven. 20 You shall not-make [images of] what is with Me; gods of 2 Y
P23 ... n'g’g;::s“.q — You shall not ascend ... — If the
Kohanim were required to mount the Altar on steps, the
i raising of their legs as they walked up would seem to expose
their private parts to those steps, and the Torah frowns upon

even the slightest suggestion of immodesty. Therefore the
Kohanim walked up the Altar on a ramp, so that their legs

would move evenly. The last two verses of the Sidrah contain

~#19.23, Consequences of Sinai. Since the nation had seen
that God spoke to it directly, without an intermediary, weare,
never to seek symbols of the Divine. We pray directly to God,
and our service to Him must revolve around ways to elevate
earthly matters to do His will. Therefore, verse 20 warns that
not only are we forbidden to make images of heavenly bodies
or forces, we are even forbidden to add to whatever He com:

" mands us to fashion for the Tabernacle and Temple [see:.
below}, so that only the figures prescribed by the Torah may
be fashioned, nothing else. When God wishes to show usHis.
Presence, it will be through His blessing, not through images;
or symbols made by us (R’ Hirsch; see also Ibn Ezra). .-

R
e

silver and gods of gold shall you not make for yourselves, T

21 ".‘An Altjar of earth shall you make for Me, and you shall slaughter near it your
eleuatlon-offenngs. and your peace-offerings, your flock and your herd; wherever [ permit My
Name to be mentioned I shall come to you and bless you. 2 And when you make for Me an

Altar of stones, do not build them hewn, for you will have raised your sword over it and

i 23 ez ) ’ —
desecrated it. 23 You shall not ascend My Altar on steps, so that your nakedness will not be " a profound lesson in sensitivity. The Altar and steps are in-
uncovered upon it.” " R - gl

[ animate objects which would not be conscious of the poun-
o ding of iron or the anatomy of the Kohanim. If the Torah
commands us to refrain from “shaming” them, surely a
person should be eternally vigilant never to cause shame or
embarrassment to living, breathing human beings (Rashi).
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In his infinite wisdom, the Creator fashioned spiritual i
forces to serve as transfer agents, so to speak, to bridge \]q . ok
the awesome chasm that separates the infinity of the )
Master of the universe from this finite world. These
“transfer agents,” known as D'X7n, angels, are the

forces that control every aspect of nature. When God

yynra wanwny w2 owin R7apn I by XD 121 At A
n O N0D_KIMVYIWD 1 YIHRY 297YR nY'enn V1D bW

was about to create man on the sixth day of Creation, fHwha PMYN NN NaYa PIND MYpan v

" He informed the angels that man would be their master. :

" The Talmud (Sanhedrin 38b) relates that the angels psmo7 Q7o avenn WY LpIPR 02) wrrapn ans )
protested: “What is frail man that You should remem- . 5.9 DN D YIpnng w7 SSwWs PN 9D MnTY on? 80 n%enn
ber him, and the son of mortal man that you should be mmew EWEM WMNPY - f0u: 1AM - Bfwa 957 I AR AN
mindful of him?¥’ (Psalms:8:5). But the angels did not ~r:.1~sw‘1~::w wm - papY BN DS 1NY T9ORS DMt ov3t
prevail; Man alone is worthy to represent the Master of U6 I ore S-Nm BN D 1AM 93n uTETR N AN 4
the universe Only to man did God give &l the keys, vy P SANEM 9Y SSERMD 1SN T EMEM BIINY uIT DeTwn
fulfilling the verse: “You give him dominion over Your L i

DBy RS OR TIUT N1 BN BASDR 93pT DR W 1Y e
ora DBYD ‘A O Y93 NNWPI Py AR AmdA PR MR nr

x
handiwork, everything You placed under his feet” \
(Psalms 8:7). 5

By Divine license, man contmbé the world; the keys MRy M OPR D aroNE M uy v T2 PN M3 Sgba% 12
“are in his hand and will remain fthere as long as man ATIEY WA naann 1maba pint T1ab mImon XOR ,MPRW2 N7IWND
+ does not break the terms of his contract. It makes but V oI0R MKW (3 ,1N¥T mwyb nton Yya XA R paw (R el
“ one demand: Man can rule only if he acknowledges  Yqan oMY DUbonw 939 “ab'nna DPUIDH NRW_ D' DR 2o

that»he rules only by the grace of God. Man is master "‘.)';,:13 by wpal DX DY LKID WP Tpbn MY (ORI AT N0
of the world provided he recognizes his Master. ‘ 1:"N1 » v 1w Ry X by A Don MY e R

Oblivious of God, man becomes a treacherous usurper, a

’ L1
false pretender to the cosmic throne. When he is grateful /937 593 RYW VIR DEWRADT AW XD A% mp mw PR

Sonw /1 MINR2 mann Ml on R0 W ogawnn Lnun X

. to God, man is strengthened by his very act of s unn 9. 19w
_surrender, for it legitimizes his license to control P91 BB 9 LIDR DN¥H WK A7 N7 WR DR W UMD | o
- a1

,C'reai't"i'on. - S : B I itk
R’ Yehudah said in the name of Shmuel: “One
who derives pleasure from this world without offering ; T . e -
the appropriate blessing is as if he derived illegal | A Nﬁpm: " onws 13°a%
pleasure from a sacred object [which belongs to the '

[

— S

Templel, as it says, Hashem's is the earth and its "NM3T DMWA (B 3 DIPRY DRRY PRITT ,TI0UE3 7057 X3 1703 1N i
fullness. (Psalms 24:1). Rav Levi noted an apparent . DDRW IWAR RAW DK PO WYY oromtT By Y3 vpa nrapnw ,bony
Cgr:szi;cts“’l’s‘ thlzetefiinunms f‘zﬁeeisl'éz:wﬁteres?ty o DXYR MKIE Y37 OMRT N MW MKYD DYSID DY DB BERYED 1D |
written, ‘The heavens are Flashem’s, but the earth He IRPM 2ONITD 0 I RN AN DY 1T G7IR9RT M3IT Yo ny ooan
has given to mankind’ (Psalms 115:16). However, there RY” DONR PR 773pa 1991 PRw 3% oMNon Mwp oM M MY NIRa
is no difficulty. Before one recitesa blessing, all objects ; 103 5K Pwyn X9 Py PO ,7aTI2 210% DWAYHR WAL MHTd ™oYn

belong to God; after the blessi bel t
(Beracghos P 1 the blessing they belong to man Wy XYW 12w 921 ,00110% YY 9 owmd XD anmm 0vams ’Y uvRT -ram nvR

Elsewhere, the Talmud (Berachos 10b) says that from DOPYY 123N RV ,N7apn? pora Wwph 010 VI Xunad TR Ry 3
" the verse D7 YY WaKn K9, you shall not eat on the TIPAW DRND DHWR (R DRI A Prw 1 AT abvnb amow noamn
blood (Leviticus 19:26), we derive the rule: “Do not eat TPTIR M7 VIR 199 L,AUR DWW PO RIW RODXR RDR Donx oA
until you pray for your blood.” Not only does man have TR TIDY 031¥M B32% WNW 7y mbBwl AN MPW3 ydn mvapn ~% nwyn

£

no rights to the earth and its bounty before he - XY TP A - 3\*

acknowledges God, man’s body does not belong to him ‘ m3pn ']’313‘1:1 T‘?R, RIIR DY DR VAN WK 0ipn 733"

until he addresses God in prayer! Even the_‘__réspir-atorv : .00 O M

and circulatory systems that we take for granted are | ‘ o

Divine gifts, and they are not ,.ours‘until we acknowl- [ 729m 0> nTa (AR AN ®Y 0% awyn ooaR narh oxy N‘lp.‘i o»on TV

:_e_g____d e thelr" Giver. — . T RYX Yy-1270 i X 10 anTR nam man ox - “abbnm vy nam
Vi ~ 176 EINEL YISROEL ™ DWW PR °D 7YY 31 D0 NDIT OW K93 AMTNY JAX AwYn YD man nmwhw

Rashis lesson, however, seems unconvincing. How can we learn from | .
g DYV 9Oy a0 kY R nam Yy mbynsa abyn K%Y TwRa opan ph mn

the respect we must give to the stones of the Beis HaMikdash how we \‘ T v
Y Y Y h)
should treat a fellow Jew? These stones do not simply ‘serve a purpose; ‘.Z& £ 1 : ava 3 70 TIB0 minai oW PR 2

as Rashi says, they are sanctified with the kedushah of HaKadosh ’] porile n:?n Dawpn Y9V X3n n7yna dwm _".h:m, IR 'Ry T3 K3
Baruch Fiuws house! Is this not the real reason for the great respect | | DMIRY ADIR 1A m%DWI MM M P TR L5em nbp atanw mov minasd
afforded them? Were they simply the cobblestones in the street, we | P91 YR K1 BV NX TR R DIpRT 2335 A3t 1 ,70NT RY2 mrbw

would not consider them even for a moment, though they too serve - \ . - -

a purpose. ‘ ’ .
* Indeed, Chazal tell us (Yevamos 6b), “N9K R1"N1 ANX Y00 X? | T B

wIpnn %Y Tmnw 1m - It is not the Mikdash of which you stand in | Reasons to honor others )

awe, but rather of He Who admonished concerning the Mikdash ' i There are many reasons why we are careful with the honor of our fel-
[that it be kept pure].” This seems only to add to the severity of act- low Jews. Even though we may sometimes think that a particular per- |
ing disrespectfully in even the slightest way towards the Mikdash son deserves our rebuke or denigration, we do not outwardly express
and the elements of which it is composed. How can the stones of the : our thoughts out of self-respect. We consider ourselvggIQB refined to
Mizbe'ach’s ramp be compared to the simple Jew in the street? In what sact or speak in such a manner. We also have a sense of mercy, and do
way is he deserving of the deference we would think to reserve only %not generally wish to cause another Jew emotional pain. Furthermore,
for those persons or objects of great sanctity? Rashi’s lesson seems } most people understand that unbridled expressions of disrespect and
only to demonstrate that we must honor the Kohen Gadol, the High | annoyance are ill-advised, for tffu)} would create an atmosphere of

Priest of Hasheny’s nation, or the Melech, the King; the simple Jew e
still seems to be neglected; -




i

i

mutual dislike and insult. This would disrupt the smooth flow of our
social interactions. Above all, the Torah bids us to respect our fellow
Jew. “AMN2w MeyN X NR MY M7 133 9173 - The honor of peoplei
is deemed important enough that a Torah prohibition may be set aside;j
on account of it” (Brachos 19b).

These otherwise acceptable reasons for acting with respect for ané
other may nevertheless conceal an underlving attitude of disrespect,
A person’s sense of his own dignity and refinement, the respect for

“social norms, or even the importance the Torah places on preserving

" the honor of a fellow Jew, do not of themselves prevent a person from !

' beirf‘g prideful and conceited. Thus, it is all too often the case that?
while a person may preserve the outward expressions of respectful /
behavior, a sense of disrespect, scorn, and contempt may still color
all his interactions with others. True honor and respect of one€’s fellow.

may still be missing, - 2

e

A parable
The proper perspective regardingythe respect we should feel toward
others can be gleaned from the following parable (mashal): A king
once appointed a new prime minister. One of the other ministers
considered the new appointee to be unsuitable, and slandered him

‘tin thevpalace. The king called the minister and said, “Why did you

““slander niy new prime minister?” The minister ?nswered, “Your Maj-

. esty, I consider him to be unworthy of the posigon. He will not serve

*:the king well, and therefore I spoke out against him.” “In slandering
him.” replied the king, “you have slandered me! By saying that he is
unsuitabf for the job, you suggest that I am unsuitable to be king, as
it was my lack of judgment that led to his appointment”

"i@ We may not see a difference between a stone leading up to the
Mizbe'ach and any other, but Hashem chose to place this particu-
lar stone there, and imbue it with kedushah. Therefore, in treating
the stone with a degree of respect, we show our great reverence for
Hashem. /

¢ Similarly, HaKadosh Baruch Hu has chosen to honor each and |
every Jew. Rashi says, “Hu bidmus Yotzrecha - he is in the image of '

—

};our Maker”

one should treat his friend with respect; not because it
him or for society, or to preserve his feelings, but because this per-

=4pson has intrinsic worth, since Hashem has honored him by placing
a neshamah within him. In this way,
even than the stones of the Mizbe'ach.

Every Jew carries the image of the Creator, and possesses intrinsic
worth. The stones used for the Mizbeach have no intrinsic worth. It
is only by virtue ?f their belonging to the Beis HaMikdash that they |
deserve respect. This is the true understanding of the Gemara in Ye- |
vamos, “It is not the Mikdash of which you stand in awe, but rather
of He Who admonished concerning-the Mikdash [that it be kept
pure]” A Jew, no matter how simple, carries the likeness of the King
of kings, the Creator of the world, This is his intrinsic value. For this

/' reason alone, and above all others, he s deserving of true honor, and
‘\\ not merely a false outer expression of honor which hides a heart ful]
of contempt. .
2 To this, Rashi adds a kal vehomer: The
and denigration, while the stone does not.
must we not also honor our fellow Jew?
As first, this may be a difficult concept to accept. We know our .
friend 5 be just an ordinary person, full of the usual human failings.
However, Rashi tells us that we must instead think of our fellow Jew as
* a human being just like ogrselves, who carries within him the image
of God, a spark of the Divine. We must act towards him according f
’ [

-__to his lofty stature.

Jew feels the pain ofinsult
If we must honor the stone, '

Hashent has honored everyilewrl;); bla‘cuié in him a holy N
neshamah, creating him betzeler Elokim, in the image of God. Thus, |

is better for !

even the simplest Jew is greater |,

27 Aperson naturally senses the honor that is felt for him, even if it
is not openly expressed, It will evoke a strong sense of gratitude on
the part of the one honored, encouraging him to develop a similar
attitude towards others. When each person js treated and yiewed
with true honor, recognizing him as a a being who has been honored
by Hashem, then our relationships with others will blossom and grow.

(J This fosters genuine respect and forms the roots of a deep love for all

our fellow Jews.
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The Shuichan Aruch (Orach Chaim 155) devotes an entire.
chapter to the topic of giving the proper honor and respect to
a shul or beis medrash, just as there was a requirement to do the
same for the Mishkan. The Mishkan was a place of great sanctity,
and so too must the “miniature sanctuaries” of our time — the
shuls and batei medrash — be places where one can experience
the presence of the Shechinah.

An often overlooked aspect of this requirement is the obliga-
tion to keep th | neat by returning siddurim. Chumashim. and
other sefarim after using them. It is unfortunate that some people
take this lightly, leading to a serious loss of respect for the House
of Hashem, ‘

The Chofetz Chaim writes in Ahavas Chesed (part 2, §22:3,4)
about the mitzvah of lending objects to other people, which
includes lending sefarim. He further notes the obligation of the
borrower not to violate the conditions upon which the item was
loaned and to return it in its proper time and place. This rule can
be applied to the publicly owned sefarim of a shul or beis medrash;
they must also be returned to their proper place after use.

In our time we have been blessed with the easy availability of
sefarim covering all parts of the Torah. Today many shuls and
yeshivos. have extensiveglibraries numbering in the hundreds (or
even thousands) of volumes. This is a very recent phenomenon.
Rav Pam recalled that in his early years of teaching in Torah
Vodaath even many basic sefarim were not available. His col-
league R’ Yitzchak Karpf owned the only copy of the classic work"
Kovetz Shiurim, and the other members of the teaching staff were
afraid to even touch its already yellowed, brittle pages.

The love and reverence that people felt for a sefer did not permit |
them to leave it lying around after use.! Today, it is unfortunately |

4 %nce, Rav Shlome Heiman put down a volume of the Rashba after studying it for l
a while. A student came over and said, “Does the Rosh Yeshivah need the Rashba?”

Rav Shlormo Tocked at him and replied, “I'm not looking at the Rashba now ..." He

rg_fuge'a'ﬁ say that he didn’t “need” it.
oo LR ANt need B o . e

A&(commonolace to find stacks of sefarim lying all over the shul or

1D rinite)lfatalnle i alii]

O e e - —_— ‘zur
ROR_awyr mpa mbs awy xbw amnR 1w anta KD 8ST yarnm
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~ beis medrash, and this shows a lack of respect for their sanctity

and that of the institution itself.
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~ Eor the most part, people in our society are treated without dig-
nity and respect. There’s no good morning, no thank you, no . S5 awn 55 1hgh 135 K o
- -1: 5
please, no excuse me, no manners. True, some people may say ATR_ M3 K0 ﬂﬂ::wn?: ;‘;W;m _l‘ IPTE o Popn TR BETT 59 okw
: nes " Y amn avmn i d
these things out of rote for the sake of formality, but do they real- SR -
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not much sensitivity to other peo-
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immediately find innumerable laws that pertain to kavod habrios,
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honoring people, and kavod hatzibbur, honoring the congrega- | X1 7833, DN DM Y0 wyns axm bwnan xin oy mwway
tion. I’ll mention just one small example. N Y3 EPYn PRY Y3 2y wws PYDNY W20 X5 AN oY K memny
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It is important Yo consider the impdffance of giving genuine kavod
to others. True honor and esteem is the closest thing we have today to

offering a sacrifice in the Beis HaMikdash. Chazal (Brachos 55a) tell
us, “As long as the Beis HaMikdash stood, the altar atoned for Yisroel,

but now, a man’s table brings his atonement” This is why “extending
the length of one’s meal” is considered praiseworthy in the eyes of
Chazal, as “perhaps a poor soul will come, and he will give him food,
as it is written: And the altar of wood, three hundred amos tall.... And He
spoke to me, “This is the table that is before Hashem’ (Yechezkel 41:22)”
ThisGemara shows that there is an essential connection between the

Mizbeach in the Beis HaMikdash and hachnasas orchim, the hospi-
tality a Jew can perform at his own table. In Parshas Vayigash,* we
discussed at length that the underlying principle of hachnasas orchim
is kavod habriyos, the respect due to every human-being, l
Thus, the kal vichomer that Rashi establishes’reveals that honor
and respect invite atonement. Rashi’s message is not just another
Torah insight; it is the deepest of lessons. To invite people to our table,
our Mizbeach, and in so doing, show them true kavod, is one of the
firiest ways that we demonstrate the extent to which we esteem our
fellow Jews. Just as we must show respect to the insentient stones of
the Mizbeach, how much more should we honor the pérson who
; will thirive and benefit from the honor we show him. In ‘this way we
2 pave the way for the atonement of our sins, and bring closer the day |
. when we will once again be privileged to gain ay;)nement through the

korbanos, the sacrifices brought on the Mizb&ach of the third and

ultimater Beis HaMikdash_oov = ——

39 oy vl Bee

There are those who may recommend taking upon
oneself a dramatic change in approach.t Forinstance, even
initially having kavannah when uttering each and every
word, praying very slowly, or perhaps standing during the
entire tefillah. These recommendations, although admi-
rable, may not be practical for everyone.

What can a person do, then, to signify to himself and to
Hashem that he has embarked upon a new, more serious
approach to prayer? A surprising and reassuring answer is
found in a profound insight into human nature offered by |
Rav Dessler.” He says that the small steps taken by a person
— although thev mav not appear valuable or importa“rht
§¥ reveal his innermost spiritual reality. The larger steps,
however, may merely reflect a superficial enthusiasm d#-
guising a person’s actual spiritual Tevel. v

Thus, an effective method to demonstrate how greatly -
<'one values a particular matter is to make an effort with -

the “small things.” There are many ways for a person to |
act upon the realization that he values the opportunity to
speak to Hashem daily. Many of these concrete actions are
the very same ones a parent seeks to impress upon his |
children: comiﬁgg‘.on time to pray with a minyan, reciting |
the complete Pesukei D’Zimrah, and staying unti! the end
of Kaddish after Aleinu are just a few small but significant |
ways to actualize the feeling that prayer is truly important. [
These acts will reinforce one’s effort to refrain from talking
and give one the strength to meet each challenge the Evil |
Inclination presents, : o ‘1

As Rav Segal has said,® progress is made moment by _
mdment, day by day. When one focuses on the challenge |

that stands before him at the moment, and makes the right i

chaice in facing that challenge, he is building the edifice oi
his own spiritual greatness.

Taking these small. __sjt_e;pgn_g_[m_gg with the knowledge !

that with Hashem’s help we can succeed, will allow us to
repair our special relationship with Hashem. This repair is
not just one difficulty resolved; it is the résalution of every
trouble and every sorrow befalling our fellow Jews and the
Jewish peonle. ‘ ' f AT
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