Glorifying the Glorified
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I shall sing to HASHEM for He is exalted above the arrogant, having hurled horse with its rider

into the sea.

2 The might and vengeance of God was salvation for me. This is my God and I will build Him

VaVSanctuary; tﬁe Goq of my father and | ygill exalt Him- ~
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beginning of the Shirah, “Az yashir (¥®” I8),” and is used also when |
describing the emotions of the gentile nations, “Az nivhaly alufei
Edom” What is the connection between these two expressions of

Both Bnei Yisroel and the gentile nations experienced the com-
plete upheaval of the natural order that occurred at Yam Suf. All the,

inhabitants of the earth were filled with awe, fear, and trembling,. Yet,

- - B
a profourg difference can be seen in th;way Bnei Yisroel used the f
intense emotions that Krias Yam Suf evoked, compared to what the ‘
gentile nations did with these same emotions. ‘
Klal Yisroel channeled the emotions of fear into an intense awe of |
‘HaKadosh Baruch Hu: “0"18122 /5 00y WK 321130 11 DX PRW° K |
"% R OYR ™ — And Yisroel beheld the great hand with which Hashem i
acted against Mitzrayim, and the people were in awe of Hashem,”
(Shemos 14:31). -

This pachad, this fear of Hashem, is a wonderful tool that can lead
tadiligence in avoiding all manner of evil, as it is written, “OIN MUNR
71y12 919° 125 WP TN INDN - Praiseworthy is the man who fears con-
stantly, and the one who hardens his heart shall fall into evil” (Mishlei
28:14). This fear can take many forms. One person may be filled with
yiras haonesh, fear of Divine retribution, if he allows himself to suc-
cumb to his desires. A loftier level is yiras chet, fear of transgressing
the directives of HaKadosh Baruch Hu. Still higher is yiras Shamayim,
where a person is so filled with awe and awareness of the greatness
‘of the Ribboiio Shel Olam, that he is terrified of causing the slightest
affront to His honor. Some call this yiras haRommemus, awe of the
exaltedness of HaKadosh Baruch Hu.

On whicheverdevel a person finds himself, he can harness yirah to
sirnultaneouslybe){perience an indescribable joy. The pachad Hashem |
Tzevakos puts everything into the proper perspective and erases x‘
the distractions and doubts that disturb oné€’s peace of mind. Yirah }

brings home thetruth of the Divine command. If one knows andé

understands that nothing matters but the Ribbono Shel Olam and His i
Torah, then all the troubles of this world disappear, and are replaced
by simchah. Indeed, Chachmei Yisrael tell us, “Ein simchah k'hataras:
hasefeikos — There is no greater joy than the elimination of doubt.”
This is the tried and true path to avodas Hashem: “7R7°2 'R R Y12¥
TIYM219°N - Serve Hashem with awe and rejoice in trembling” (Tehillim
2:1{') Avodas Hashem begins with awe, and ultimately produces a great f
sense of joy that emerges from the dread. There is no contradiction |
between yirah and simchah. Rather, they are ‘two sides of the same
coin_’,"and together, a Jew can serve Hashem properly. True yirah 1s_
)“' accompanied by simchah. Yirah ‘that Jacks the element of simchah ‘
is not true virah. Indeed, the lack of simchah is the cause of a great
amount of suffering, as it is written in the Tochachah (Rebuke), “NNN
b9 37912 23 20N B IV T NK N3V K? WK - Because you did not

serve Hashem with gladness amidst all the bodﬁty” (Devarim 28:47).
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('ﬁle key word to understand here is the word 1%. It appears at the., ..

WM — And I will build Him a Sanctuary {lit., I will glori
Ht_r”n] anelos, Rashi, Ibn Ezra, and Rash?a%l agree thgiot’l:fig
is tHerprithary interpretation, from ny, home. It expresses
lsrae‘l’s longing to build a Temple as the resting place of
Gc_)d s Presence. R’ Mendel of Kotzk and R’ Hirsch expand on
this, rendering, / will make myself a sanctuary for Him, for the

. greatest of all sanctuaries is a human being who makes
himself holy.

o | ‘Z.Another translation offered by Rashi is derived from ,
¥ | “beauty: I will beautify Him by relating His praises.

i

|
|
I - The Sages derive from the word’s connotation of beauty
/ that one should endeavor to serve God in a beautiful manner
\

by seeking a beautiful esrog, succah, tefillin,
(Shabbos 133b). g ; tefliny and so on’
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| ‘ﬁg Yisroel had witnessed events that turned the world they

knew upside down, and they were awestruck, but they responded

- to that fear by transforming it into Shirah and praise to HaKadosh
T ° . -

. Baruch Hu, avodah in its highest form, reaching a plane where they

:‘\ experiencéd névuah on such a high level that, 1 D°7 Sy anow anx
! M2 13 SR AR X5 - A maidservant saw at the Sea what Yechezkel
. ben Buzi never saw.’
The yiras Shamayim they felt at the Sea, which expressed itself
through the Shirah, continued to influence the Jewish nation; the
| influence (hashpaah) of this event carried on through to the building
: of the Beis HaMikdash: “/i1 Joy M3y 19 - Until Your nation, Hashem,
. passes through” “J0213 72 YYOM MKIN - Bring them and plant them

__on the Mount of Your heritage” “17* 13113 "JTR WD - The Sanctuary




q .
of my Lord shall Your hands have established:” Indeed, the hashpaizh
continues to the end of time: “T 0%W» 71 71 - Hashem-will rule
forever and ever” All these possukim from Shiras HaYam show how
Klal Yisroel harnessed the awe-inspiring events they had witnessed
« in order to reach unprecedented levels of Avodas Hashem.

The gentiles experienced the same great fear: “|ia7® DBy WHY

NwYD W IR 20 — The nations heard and were distressed, terror
gripped the inhabitants of Philistia,” yet they used the emotionally-
charged events for nothing: “X - Then,” the very word that intro-|
duces tli# rapturous song of praise uttered by the lips of every Jewish :
person, also marks the beginning of the gentile nations’ response to- |
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became confounded; Ty VIINRY XD "R - The mighty ones of Moav E7DN. DRI PITN OXRIN N BRI KATTIN R T3 RO 7D AN
were overcome with trembling; 1913 Y30V 93 1213 — All the residents of ~ . o o ; :
Canaan withered” Chazal tell us that the terror caused the men to lose '
their desire. This is what Rachav hazonah complained of when she” *
said, “OD"1D% YIRN "W 92 1011 °91 ~ For the inhabitants of the land
have withered before you” (Yehoshua 2: 9). The response of the gentile
nations was characterized entirely by emptiness and futility. J{::
“IND PR 0Py 99N - Fear and fright fell upon them”” They were
filled with so much fear. “J917 %1723 — They beheld the’greatness of
Your arm.” That is, they saw the great revelation of HaKadosh Baruch
u and they had every reason to begin singing shirah, yet, AN
1AX3 - they were silent as a stone” Not one word of shirah‘escaped their
lips. The yirah was completely wasted on the gentiles. For Bnei Yisroel,
however, even the glorious praises of the Shirah were not enough. In q

Hashen’s mighty show of power: “DYIX *B19X 127121 18 - Then, Edom |
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every generation, through the entire span of time, our unique and
sacred task i to take the hisgalus, the revelation of the Shirah and
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Jast as Bnei Yisroel harnessed the intense emotions they experi- -
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enced at the Sea, we too, must seek to utilize the intense experiences |
';‘(we encounter to strengthen our avodas Hashem. Sometimes, a person | .
may feel overwhelmed with sadness or fear over some tragedy. Though S o
the impetus for the strong emotion might not have originally been 3 Noom3 5N "y MARMEm 1053 NMOMBA YOI Thmn Py (3
centered on HaKadosh Baruch Hu, a person might make use of this | ~ PAPI OV 3N KT R NI VIR 730D Mnna nhbY nrye
arousal and channel these emotions toward HaKadosh Baruch Hu. TOY) D7I0R PII AAR AR OUI0N Y3 RIT MR L,0W AR AKX 0 KA T
Chazal tell us (Sotah 2a), “* b WEY TP 721p2P2 MU0 XN - One R
who sees the disgrace of a sotah, should take on a vow of nezirus from | .
wine” Every event that has enough power to shock us should some-
-P how be harnessed, lest we lose the inspiration. If we allow ourselves to
feel, to be impressionable, then we open for ourselves many avenues
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of growth and inspiration. With each successive inspiration that we Yo paYb” b Shsn AR M5 OIXRY 19 AYULh XM AN ovpd mbynn
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of consciousness. TM&@_&V%MQNMI time, we will ha:ve e I

taken its lesson and impressed it permanently upon our hearts.
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lq' NN} 298 Ny — This is my God, and Lwill beautify
— him.
o he commentaries give various interpretations of the word MR

Onkelos translates it as abode, a reference to the Beis

HaMikdosh: -“This is my God, and I will build for Him an
abode.” Rashi explains: 1R} as stemming from the root *11, beauty . He.
interprets the posuk to mean “I will speak of His beauty and praise to all:
wholive in the world.” Mechilta, however, explains 311%1 as a causative: ‘
“I will beautify His mitzvos,” for example, obtaining beautiful tefiilin,
tzizis, etc.

Although these three explanations seem to differ, not only is this not
so, but all three are necessary rungs in the ladder of avodas Hashem Atfl
the sea’s splitting, Klal Yisroel experienced a phenomenal degree: of |
Divine revelation. In fact. Chazal (Mechilta;“:see Rashi on _our t)csuk)“i
relate that a mere maidservant saw more of the Shechina than pfophets |
in later times. Klal Yisroel did not want this closeness to the Divipe |
presence to_end, and building a sanctuary was a means to maintaining
this. 1 ,

Yet when man experier'fces such closeness to the Divine presence —

i
A
|
i
It
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devaikus baHashem — he is overcome by a love for his Creator. His
entire being yearns to express this love in every possible way. In the
words of Rashi, “I will speak of His beauty and praise to all who live in

the world.” S,

}I:One who knows the intoxicating bliss of devaikus baHashem strives to
fulfill mitzvos with as much beauty as possible, since he knows that
physical beauty is but another ‘means to attain even greater devaikus.
Such a person endeavors to imbue every mitzvah with beauty.

my father and I will exalt Him. (15:2)
A it frva Row fn o

he Targum Onkelos translates the above pasuk
as, “l will build a Sanctuary for Him,” a reference to the
time when Klal Yisrael will construct a Beis Hamikdash as

the ultimate expression of beautifying and exalting Hashem.
A broader meaning can be inferred from this pasuk since it was
said by each and every Jew at Krias Yam Suf (Splitting of the Sea):
Every person has the ability to build a sanctuary for the Shechi-

nah in his own home and heart. This is what Chazal comment on |

the pasuk in Parashas Terumah (25:8), They shall make a Sanc-
tuary for Me — so that I may dwell among them. It does not say

‘so that l.may dwell in it (the Mishkan) but ‘among them’ —to_

symbolize that the Shechinah dwells inside the homes and hearts

of every Jew. ¥

* How does a person have the audacity to invite the Shechinah, as
it were, to his humble abode? The answer is, as Rashi comments
on the words, The G-d of my father, that “l am not the beginning |
of holiness. Rather, holiness and G-dliness are firmly established] .
upon me from the days of my forefathers.” A Jew must never for-j
get that Torah and mitzvos are-a-heritage from his ancestors, and|
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»5% i1: Henceforth that will be my God. As here I see and understand
that my fate and my inoer life has been directed by Him alone, ‘henceforth
T will place the whole of my internal and external life at His disposal, and
allow my wholelife to be directed and guided by Him {only then can one
call God “my God”). He shall be "%, literally “The Director of .my
movements”, ¥1X), and so will 1 offer myself to be His home. My whole ,#
existence and life shall be a Temple of His Glorification, the “home” of
His revelation; this is the natural consequence of o8 . — M3 “(related
to ma) designates a place which offers itsself as 2 resting-place. Hence M3
a place that offers herds or flocks all that they require, where they can
remain permanently without having to seek pasturage elsewhere. (7nmp?
maT 1 Sam. 1L VIL8). Thus ¥m 1 will be a place unto Him", or “by
my whole life 1 will prepare a place for Him, of which He will gladly say:
033 PnowY. — e vk oK. He had already provéd Himself as .
God to my Father. As such was He recognised by my ancestors and handed .
dmyn to me. But through me the knowledge of His greafness and His
sovereign authority and_control shall be saised gver higher and highet:
Hereby the missio every succeeding generation in Israel is indicated —
to carry on thé spreading of the knowledge of God, and_allegiance. M
homage to God, to an ever-ascending height. S
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" his task in life is to aspire to reach the madreigos (spiritual levels). Yy PINRN YV 13 VIPAY TNR MWINI PI ,09P3 11 93 and
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.of his forebears.
When a person realizes that embedded in his genes is a spiri-
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tual legacy stretching back thousands of years, it will give him PPN VN PLY YR PYY DWM ,ANR JORT PYYR OV 1799
' the impetus to strive for great heights in the service of Hashem.. ®%n ORTY 1Y 1122 N2 DInR R2A 1YY “HR” PYY wOwWM ,ANR 7Jn” |

Nothing will be too hard for him, nothing will be in the category of
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impossible. And, as the.Gemara (Yoma 39a) says, “When a per--

son sanctifies himself a dittle, (Heaven) sanctifies him a lot.” This, V1370 0N DA YW OMTM P!"JW MIN 1YY MMIAVNN 1IN YYD 1IN

will assist him in attaining great achievements that would seem to

be well above the level of his natural abilities, and will make hisﬁ;/r, I

ome a worthy dwelling place for the Shechinah.
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Lf God and'1 wlll beautlfy Him; the God of my '7’ Y TR 55 5w 151 Y ; on S ey

father, and I will exalt him. 7200 T TR Y3 5V 191 YW ATIPIN TNIAN 1VN YNoN "DV
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ashi explains that a Jew’s spiritual stature is his legacy from 354 pySYnY 150 nrna mmbm tﬂ'?U '7‘2) 1%nY R RID NN INVY
previous generations: ,“l am not the beginning of holiness,

rather, holiness and His Godliness are ﬁrmly established in me 0217 DINR 1277 DPPOYR N ¢ x man 71093 AT 1Y MYnYs wNn

from the days of my forejathers.” - DIIERT 1710/ 2 BNIVA HP ANIW .21D DNHWN 1IN DA

If the Torah’s message is that our legacy is inherited from our ;;—'_, K R0 E— R Y99
forebears, shouldn’t the posuk have first stated “the God of my father” 32 1M ‘7Y M o ) RW
and then “Thxs is my God”? oy 10 Nedn "onn” "lU RIPY 71T .01 OV TRYA D TR TN

Avodas Hashem requires both of these perspectives. Every person is TPWYI NP TNIN 33{3”531) DYRWN Y1919 DNIT BR AT LTTAY

an individual, and no two possess the same abilities and talents. Avodas 55 vy 5 5 n
Hashem requires one to serve Hashem with his unique quahhes and ~ 'TTIR 3 3 127p3 MI2NN ATPY Y ANA PN TR NTRI 1IN

only by so doing can he attain true spiritual growth. Nonetleless, we are 'HN’:I 1'\?1 nmw ATIPINA 12 DYMNN '7R'\U’ 173 IR Yy va N1'1

%ndowed with mesorah, heritage. We are part of a legacy passed down = =~ T : ' '
from generation to generation, and we must not deviate from it in t}:e t oI RY 759: ')109:1 191 (m mnmnn w7 pra) PIPDY N98I VIV Y
slightest . N

Extrmsncally, these two means of avodas Hashem appear to contradict : NN ’nusn R NPY SV 8N TN PINIY INYI L mvma) P

= : ST i - B .‘ YR 9ANNN DIRY AYWIVY 1301 MIAXYN NAN PINDAY NP D) P1n

| one another however, this is not the case. Mesorah is a must. It is one ! TN 19NV "IN 1INRY NI ANAY RYANND RIA IR MNIDON HTIP)
i o,f_th.e most fundan.'lental basu':s. .of our fa.lth, nonetheless., one who does eI DIYY PR YV AN IR TY IYER 1Y NN (1 mosw vpy) ITNYA
| not_incorporate his own abilities_within the boundares of mesorah = e
E cannot attain growth. The Torah is guiding our approach to synthesizing .‘:mnnb’? NIVNNNR7RIVNNTIRY 11AN IVIPHY (Tnyo9nn) TNRVN 119N ‘
[ mesorah and individualism. One must feel that Hashem is “my God” mbwnw 1ndw 2812 RENI 2230 111303 W ARY DY, NINNA RIOYNRY |
\*nd serve Him with his own uniqueness, yet he must bear in mind that

" God is the God of our forefathers, that his individualistic approach must

remain in line with the ways of his forefathers. We must travel this path 133737 IR 9MYY YV FTIY PR ARY VIV I A0 DR 1N RYM

individually, each in his own manner, but we must be careful to remain
’ : BTk ’ " Y ”y R? » Y .
on the path, not deviating in the slightest. “He is my God” and I must nR R7nnn TNI0R M1 NN TV RV 7Y RN 12% *Rn8n *

serve Him with my unique qualities; however, He is “the God of My W12 2127 min M TIIAY ST TWRI I IRNLY DIP1IPIL 11D

forefathers,” and I must thus continue to serve Him in the manner that 1yn qynaw D»NA PY NPN2 IMIYN NTIPY HY MINPRNN DR VIN2
they set down. . T —— .
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So the “next time you look in the mirror, ask yourself: What L ypy M99 LN19YH AMIR 1D 1WIVA "OWITY .00 owYN *
have | before me? | recognize my body, but can | detect my soul j o S 11m 119 DA HDINY
within? | pay attention to all my bodily needs, but am I giving my 72,0INVYNN MI9%M IMNTIY 72 MY AT N !
tender soul equal attention? MR “PIIN 781 Y979 11AT ,090 DWVYNDY 1NNY ANNY DIN
*And finally: 1 know what | need. But do | know what | am 995 1Y 102 1Y (190 oovta) 19T Y531 B»'pY 17 DY 59 omn
needed for? [ -
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The: Rebbe once enconraged a gifted student to use bis / C pYPa TR INEY DR AN NI DR AN DIRY NPVN 10 M
free time to msplre bis Jellow students to pursue not only WY INEY DR ANTRY NPV STIINMIYY, YN RIANIDIVIVY
their acadeniic studies but their spiritual studies as well, ‘ m\)\;‘?"Tﬁ WITY 1733 29819 DX T YW Y Mvn WY DNy

My schedule is already o0 fu“ I don't know how I , B . : -
could poss;bly add anything more to it," the student said.
And then, realizing that the Rebbe's own schedule was far
i more crowded, be said, "Fiankly, I don't understand where
“%ryou get the strength and stamina to work as you do.”
“Every person bas both a body=and a soul,” said the

p—

LPINWN TR NMI0NR3 AT 93,10 DINT ANR AR DN RIA A0 (%
Mpn MY NYNY MR 1M 7819 AN NPT NINNI DY W) ‘::\»:)
1R 197,077 23 erma 'p) BNV TN ANR R ovYya P RN
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Rebbe. “It is like a bird and its wings. Imagine if a bird 'nm PRIV ANY (ha1 watna) Y7IN AMNTY 1Y 1720 2pP> N (1935
were unaware that its wings enabled it to Jly, théy would | . J(ramyey) 1722 N 229N NMVN

only add an extra burden of weight. But once it flaps its ‘i~ RIN DRI AWV 71N IR MINTAY DIR oYY 1NN 7T
wings, it lifts itself skyward. We all bave wings—our | an Y27P1 4O TRANWI DY R 1917WY WIIPW Y DI

soul—that can lift us as bigh as we need go. All we have

A7 TTY RINY DOVAY 1N3W MY 91 1120 RN PIY TR0
to do is learn to use them.”
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