28 “Judah — you, your brothers shall acknowledge;'iyou'r hand will be at your enemies’ nape;
uour father's sons will prostrate themselves to you. ° A lion cub is Judah; from the prey, my son,

you elevated gourselfn He crouches, lies down like a }ion, and like an awesome lion, who A
dares rouse him? '° The scepter shall not depart from Judah nor a scholar from amon
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FRIGHTENING FACT.
: .

HE ZOHAR MENTIONS A
When a person is about t
primal scream that can be heard (in a spiritual sense)

from one end of the earth to the other. Why? Because shortly

‘before a person’s passing, Hashem shows the soul what it

was supposed to have accomplished- during its sojourn in
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“8-12. Judah. When Judah heard Jacob’s rebuke of his
three older brothers, he drew back, afraid that Jacob might
chastise him over the affair of Tamar. So Jacob called him
soothingly, “Judah — you [this word is emphatic] are not
like them. You, your brothers shall acknowledge!” (Midrash:
Rashi). Judah.would be the source of Jewish leadership and;
royalty, of the Davidic dynasty and Messiah. Y

So admired will you be by all your brothers that Jews wil,
not say, | am a Reubenite or a Simeonite, but | am a Yehud:
[Judahite; Jew] (Midrash). Thus we find that Mordechai, in
the Book of Esther, was known as a Yehudi, even thoughté
was from the tribe 6f Benjamin. Chiddushei HaRim com
ments that the reason for this honor was Leah’s motive it
giving Judah his name. She gave it to express her gratitud
to God for having given her more than her share [see 29:35
It is characteristic of a Jew that he thanks God fi
everything, never feeling that he is entitled to Divir
benevolence. O
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Olam Hazeh. When the soul realizes that it is about to pass

on, and it is so far from fulfilling its mission, it screams out in

_anguish over its failure to fulfill its task. - _
vl Each individual was sent into the physical world to per-
fect himself or herself spiritually, so that he or she can merit
a portion in Olam Haba (the World to Come). Each person
is charged with a unique mission, a challenging assignment
that only he or she can fulfill. We are granted the neces-
sary tools to fulfill the task at hand: the intellect, financial
resources, and specific character traits necessary for our
mission. Hashem does not expect us to exceed our potential,

. but we are expected to use all that He granted us to meet our
potential.
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= Unfortunately, many of us fall short in this"fegard. We
waste the tools given to us on meaningless pursuits, or per-
haps even meaningful pursuits — but not the ones we were
sent here to accomplish. We cruise through life blissfully
unaware of our deficit, until that moment immediately prior
to death, when it all hits us in one big blow.
Ephraim and Menashe were unique, ‘in that they did not
only fulfill their potential by succeeding as children of one of
. the Shivtei Kah (Tribes). They exceeded their potential. They
were born as children of a shevet, but they each ascended to i

the level of a shevet. Yaakov gave Ephraim and Menashe the
status of their uncles, the shivtei Kah.

> When we bless our children that they should become like
Ephraim and Menashe, we are hoping that their souls should
never need to emit the primal scream described by Zohar.
We wish them success in fulfilling their mission, and perhaps
even exceeding their potential, so that they can joyfully move
on to their rightful place in Olam Haba.
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The Concept of Thanksgiving! R TOR T AR

The Hebrew word for thanksgiving is hodaah. This word also'* mmms ot @ e —
means “to admit” or “to acknowledge.” Rabbi Hutner said that . _—
every expression of thanks that one person gives to another is | "R 9Y PRI MM R
really a form of admitting." People sometimes have difficulty 1 Y5 TMMN TN DWNY DORT NR YN 859 wYrn AbR DM W

< " ’ L M e
saying "“thank you” to another person because it-implies that NP1 18 emnn s bW Sy AMIRA DY AT YW DR 1R R 1N ,wnp
the first person needed the second. People who are very .

arrogant don’t want to admit thatsthey need something from AN
someone else. Thus, thanking someone is related to the idea | DN MMAY_NON VIS NP M0 mbynan Xh NoRA 1D

. 3 . . . [
of admitting something. In the Modim prayer, we admit that )31 mon Sy mmmw “mm” won 12 ROWY M ,mnnnn by W onaw
we need God and that we appreciate everything He gives us. It g L

is much easier for us to believe that we independently accom- | ) iNARD NN Noyna DPTIE MmN 7900 RaN 15 AN MNY
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The chassidim are very mistaken when they think, at
times, that they have suddenly fallen in their avodas
HaShem. This is not really a fall at all, It is precisely
because they are ascending from level to level that all the !
old obstacles—the desires, confusions, fantasies, doubts |
and impediments—reawaken and attack again. A person |
must_constantly work to subdue the barriers on every |
level. The truth is, this is not a fall at all. “

T ' Likutey Moharan 1:25

Our world is a place ofcoi;l;sta'r;t change. And so, as part of

this world, we must learn to accept the basic terms of
creation—at times to be up and at times down. A person who

. denies this truth, who desires a life that is always up, is denying
the very basis of creation, and in this lies the cause of most of
our troubles and disappointments in_avodas HaShem. k

It is important to know that just as our souls descend into
this world to fulfill a unique and exalted purpose, so too,

serves a unique and exalted purpose. A person must“
encounter just such a difficulty, at just such a time. et
continue to affirm his faith in God.

t3

The Convert Who Came to Hillel and Shammai

There is a famous story in the Talmud about a genﬁ]e
who came to Shammai the Elder and asked to be ‘converted
to Judaism—on the condition that he be taught the entire
Torah while standing on one foot. Shammai chased him away
with a builder’s rod. Subseqiently, he went to Hillel
agreed to his request.!

—> The Maggid of Mezritch explains-this incident in a way

that reflects what we have said, That gentile wanted to
become a Jew, but only if he could do so without having to
-experience life’s ups and downs. He wanted to stand
perpetually “on one foot,” as it were, with none of the low
points. By chasing him away with the builder’s rod, Shammai
was_hinting to him that_this is not the structure _of creation. |
-We descend into this world to build and .repair. We must
«xperience ups and downs as an integral part of God’s plan. ‘
If the convert couldn’t concede to this, if he couldn’t agree "
to the terms of creation, then there was no reas
him, and so Shammai pushed him away.

However, it is not enough to merely accept the downswings
as a part of life; we must come to appreciate them as our
greatest opportunity for growth in avedas HaShem.

s who

on to accept

every “descent” that we experience, such as apathy or despair, -
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We see that by means of the fall, the subsequent ascent is
! being prepared. This is like digging the foundations of a
¥ building. First one must go deep into the earth; only
ﬂk*afterwards can the structure rise in all its beauty.
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