Inspired Introspection
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{"But Joseph said to them, “It is just as | have declared to you: "You are spies!"'> By this shall g
you be tested: By Pharaoh’s life you will not leave here unless your youngest brother comes
f;fre. 16 Send one of you, and let him fetch your brother while you shall remain imprisoned, so!
that your words may be tested whether truth is with ou; but if not, by Pharaoh's life — surely; which th: i i
you are spies!” 7 Then he herded them into a ward yor a three-da in’od. ' ! ggage. °¥ had paid for the com was fetuned to_their
18 Joseph said to them on the third day, “Do this and live; | fear God: ° If you are truthful ———— "~ — — = ) N
people, let one of your brothers be imprisoned in your place of confinement while you go and ’
bring prouisions for the hunger of your households. 20 Then bring your youngest brother to me
50 your words will be verified and you will not die.” And they did so,

Turning now to “this week’s Portion ?we find J. ;
we fmnd Joseph’s
brothers unable to comprehend how and why the silver with

‘/21 They thé;1 said to one another, “Indeed we ére guilty concéfr;%gT:'IJrother inasmuch as “Yet onl : be '

! ) y a few verses above, when Joseph had
We saw his heartfelt anguish when he pleaded with us and we paid no heed: [ st 1 insi on i oo accused
anaush Fas gut p _ paid no egd, that is why this; ,‘J hgmﬁgwfvggxgg and had insisted on imprsoning one of them

until Benj 3 i

22 Reuben spoke up to them, saying, “Did | not speak to ou saying, ‘Do not sin against the he re &.F,"_QJ?m"l}Ya.S Dioueht, they had recognised well enough
boy,’ but you would not listen! And his blood as well — behold! — is being avenged.” i

2 Now they did not know that Joseph understood, for an interpreter was between them,  He|
turned away from them and wept; he returned to them and spoke to them; he took Simeon from
them and imprisoned him before their eyes.

* Joseph commanded that they fill their vessels with grain, and to return their money, each.
one’s to his sack, and to give them provisions for the journey. And so he did for them. 2 Then-
they loaded their purchase onto their donkeys and departed from there. ;-

*” When the one of them opened his sack to give feed to his donkey at the inn, he saw his-
money, and behold! — it was in the mouth of his sack. 2 So he said to his brothers, “Mi money
has been returned and behold! it, too, is in my sack!" Their hearts sank, and they turned.
trembling one to another. sauing, “What is this that God has done fo us?"] G ;

)‘< Why then_did they not immediately see in this 1ajter
development a sign of further retribution for the same sin?
And what purpose_ did Joseph intend to achieve by
frightening them in this way?

e

P DA
W’?ﬂiﬂ : )f ]
777 k Pny, ypn er'lﬁr ] ?‘g&w

W3 MY WKT TON WNK DY BRIX DHOK 93K TIN X U 1R -
%3 ,3m) FIRY TR 1UON TIRD 19 OY 1pmY KO 1SN wanmns

W DN OMWY 13 7.0 T N9 nym TAY? DM MannT
DX Ryn 07 fan 1M B Ry ooy X3 DO WK ,ri'w:nn MX

| mxan Your Ny ,amwnn X0 anekn W nbonmw kT ,pa 17 [
217 DY DRI AN LDIRA "wYn T3 YoM “INhava oI pha 13 mran
V¥R ,97W2T WW TN 9270 $0°N0PT 0NN MY DOYan TR YR 00w madn
CTT IR Ama XM am phYnaw M L,am VWD PR WD 3T 11 20N NYpw Chm
"7 anp 102 IR, TV 7Y T pIrn BY RpIT 5P MW IaR° OR X ,DIN0IDN
OPp_RmE MWD TMWRD A10m oy YW umm yavaw mbonn weanh 1om
13 YINBY MNRY IR 1P T 9,V Y O LD AT ABIRA
SI3Y7 10312 W 11395 MY PRY ANBK3 hrRY P ane o v

—

WD AT WK N TV NM0A BTEw T oMY MKy - XonH

131 .IRT DAY XA ANBARY T B 0 Y Ty B e s S1sKnn

DPYX WY NXE MY :OOANT DNMK BRANNKa QO3 WNTW (> pom) 1onb

WK 191 .1 BPOR OB T - oYW “imwER DK ST oy b
WK MWK Apbw Sy 1Oy Ka e pan wawiws w3 Sy q7amar Yyx |

LA AInenn X0n 999 L wtn amwnn vy ovva Swoabnnan xen naw
| ” YR ANBKRA A NNN DY 07N NR1a Lnaw ,ahs aninn by 1 abpww
| Taran nwn nmna phn Y PR DX 729712 2591 AN MDD ANAWwRD DWRA TY
$7y M ,anawn oy nenY T8 RYR AYUPR pAon KY .03 RIYIY WD
T"IPA_SIX OOV BWMN DIRT Yy e Kan (orT o wa 1o ’f 'jng'zpm oo 3 .?gmb X3 TR LYW D0 NRMP BT P00 720N
e : 7ma [T 32wn LR IR 92p% Yp a0y 10 mw DIRD DR 29pn MW, 0momnnt

::m: SO KN DK MK (%) PIPAN InYym e oIxe by oo xan B XM AW tyRwm Pan Lbapn — YRS ypw 0HmR uR wripa Yoo
AW ORI Y DOXD OUNDY LUBWAN K1 0¥V DIRAD - “RY WINPT W0dwNH M

S S — ; | MPIDI IR R LINR KM LAIRD OTPY BT - WPYK D3n PR Raw
. v M0 T W - §
TR TR UVRa WONg DTN - 110Y0 - abyon wom ~Iwpo ‘M3 ANENA %D UMY 00 /7 T 1130n T DR arhy
: C T naYn T pRa kb xanw

Y

WY M0 M) WYY M Niows R
-Ar'an'osvnN" DY N WK 0P 231D
1Y aean 1Y onN 02Inwn a3 IoRe

"RUYIRI WEWEY - YOV PRI PMIDW DIX KM OX7 ,IMmwna mbanon
J(X 7T NoM3)

———
e
L5

&

Actie 5 yhnaniwn 3 pen
oY BRI YN NPANI MY B980P
DN ONIAT_ YR NI (SO Pivg)
0on MDY MY NNIN NN ,ONN_ DN

55 5y whwnw M1 AT M PN <
NIYTTNY MWD 9y AT 11 N AnTHn

PR_ToNN 9N NSPN Y21V DDAV M
Sy PINNPY qOP ONY NNIN NI YD

JUNY YIOND DANY 0NN N NP INN
TN HPNY 12 NN DY NWOV HNDRIY NN

NN DIPIND_IN' _OYLND oY MY D

nYoY IMNII DONRD DY nynnmY vwynl

<wsw97 DPOR NPY NNW IRV

Jyn Mpvl

bW WPD N PNY NI NN DIPIRD

o9 nPa Yl ayya oYY P opna

nsPn _Sx nNpn 1w vONN P NYm

S MM IR TAN PN DNab 193 0MY

1R IRYIY Wy Yy 102 N2
W Yax ,omay wbn ob DvaAYNN
_‘J;r:_q—;rv_)s‘; Dipya 92°h DN NYP? '
P PYOSN N7 VNI 1 BN QINYN
DWUN INYY OTP M Wy




b

S Kl
4T THY AT 43R0 Y vom b
‘All the measures of God are measure for measure’ is a
principle stressed by our Sages.* While we cannot_always
understand God’s reasons for chastising us, we must at least
examine the nature of the distress that has been brought upon
us in order to see if we can find a clue as to some past sin

that has come home to roost, and on finding such a sin, we
must endeavour to remedy it,

If we examine Joseph’s behaviour towards his brothers
before he finally revealed himself to them, we see that he is
prompting them at each stage to remember some part of their
ill-treatment of him. They threw him into a pit, and.now they
are thrown into a pit.> They accused him of slandering them
before their father, and now thev are slanderously accused
of spying.® They gave him over into Egyptian slavery, and
now_they themselves had to say to the Viceroy of Egypt,
‘We are slaves to our master’,’ They ignored their father’s
suffering when they sold Joseph, and now Judah had fo
defend Benjamin with the plea ‘How can 1 g0 up to my
father, when the lad is not with me, and see the misery that
will come upon my father’ ® !

—~—pP From the words of the brothers quoted above, ‘we are

surely guilty’, it would seem that Joseph’s course of action
had achieved its object, and that the test of their changed

heart was met by their defence of Benjamin and their offer
to become slaves in his place. But examining closely their

original confession of guilt and Reuben’s retort, overheard

by Joseph, we see that one important element of regret was

still missing,

q ¥ Reuben refers to their xon a term used for sin committed

by mistake, and his brotheyg {§f§;7not to the guilt incurred by

i

|

their_initial decision to cast him into the pit, but to their

I

*

hardness of heart in not heeding the cries of distress and

pleas for mercy. For looking back at it from what ‘they
considered an _objective view, they could not see that their

actual decision to do away with Joseph would be held wrong
in strict Justice. After all, as Seforno points out,” he seemed
to_represent a threat to their common safety in this world
and the next, and his behaviour, coupled with their father’s
apparent intention to make him his heir boded ill for all of
them. Since one is entitled to kill in self-defence, commuting
the sentence from death to transportation might even be
regarded as an act of clemency. Still, they had not shown
sufficient mercy and compassion, and through their own
plight they now realised the suffering Joseph must have
undergone and admitted that they might have misjudged hi

intentions, but it was a tragic mistake and no more. That
their sin was inadvertent they saw too from the _accusation
levelled against them, a judgement from God for their error’
They who had mijstakenly believed Joseph to have come to
spy on them and bring back further unfavourable reports to
their father, were now mistakenly suspected by the Egyptians

of spying. N

The ‘Shem MiShemuel’'® points out in this connection :

0
( that there are two types of false allegations; one stemming

from error and the other from malice. He goes on to explain
that Joseph was concerned that the brothers should see their

>k

in as a result not of mistake but of malice, and for this |

reason he now_ordered his servants to retumn the money to
his brothers’ sacks. On opening up their sacks and finding
the money, they would realise that despite the fact that the
Viceroy claimed to be God-fearing, he was deliberately and
maliciously trying to incriminate them as spies. This would
give them further cause for reflection on their own treatment
of him, so that they would see that they had not judged him

impartially; ‘an error in judgment is accounted delibgrate’,”

and one who has a dislike for another since hescannot be
impartial, is not allowed to sit in judgment over him. That

|

|

their realisation of this paved the way to utter contrition
was to be shown by the way they offered fhemsélves as
slaves in place of Benjamin. An unfair verdict must result
from sitting in judgment under such circumstances and their
error was therefore to be regarded as deliberate. This is what
Joseph wanted to bring home to them. ‘What is this that God
has done to us’,!! they asked in surprise when they discovered

a deliberate plot to incriminate them falsely, ‘did we just as /
d:ljherateix misjudge josepE?’ﬁniy'néw'did they begin to !

realise the extent and gravity of their sin.
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Returning now to the miracle of Chanukah, we again find

i Divine retribution meted out measure for measure. The main
| reason for the Divine decree that the Temple was to be
defiled, writes the Bayith Chadash,1? was lethargy in Divine
service, whereby the service of the Sanctuary was disrupted.

The_test whether this sin had been taken to heart came
on_the 25th of Kislev, when the Temple was restored.

Finding insufficient uncontaminated oil, they could well have

deferred the resumption of the Service for that reason; or
they could have decided to make do with the contaminated
oil. But they understood that it was this mental habit of

coming to terms with circumstances and making do.with
' minimal requirements that had made them unworthy of

Divine service and caused the defilement of the Temple in_

, the first place. Therefore, with zeal _and ardour they sought
r out the one remaining cruse of pure oil, and regardless of the

fact. that it would ordinarily not have sufficed, lit it nonethe-

~ | less. The miracle that occurred was the stamp of Divine

approval of their deed, an indication that they had correctly
diagnosed the cause of the suspension of the Temple Service
and remedied the fault. It was therefore celebrated as a festive
occasion for praise and thanksgiving in perpetuity.
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HE GEMARA (Taanis 9a) tells the story of Rebbi Yochanan and his |
Tnephew, the orphaned son of Reish Lakish. The child had a par-
ticularly sharp mind, and Rebbi Yochanan asked him a question based
on the following possuk in Mishlei (19:3): “/7 %¥1 1377 7500 g8 N
127 91 ~ A man’s foolishness corrupts his way, but his heart rages at
Hashem.” A person who encounters misfortune often becomes angry

gt Hashem and demands to know why such a thing has happened to ' .

him. If he were to analyze his situation, he would see clearly that his
own foolishness is the cause of his suffering, and that Hashem has
given him abundant opportunities to change. Rebbi Yochanan asked
the child, “There is nothing in Nevi’im and Kesuvim, the Prophets and
the Writings, that is not also hinted to in the Torah. Could it be that
there is no allusion to this particular concept in the Torah?”

The child of Reish Lakish replied that there was, indeed, a clear ref-
erence to this in the Torah, in parshas Mikeitz. When Levi opened up
his sack and found that the money he had paid for his grain had been
returned fo him, he said to his brothers, “niNnR2 77 0N DO W —
My money has been returned, behold it is also in my sack!” Whereupon,

\ _— — ——
yl'l'xis was the first mistake of the brothers, since Yosef wa;mct
arodef. yet they were so sure of their judgment that they were unable
to consider that they had perhaps made a mistake. Their first error
remained hidden to them, and, as we shall see later, prevented them
from understanding the true relevance of the money that had been
placed in their sacks. :
The Torah gives an outline of the main events of Yosef’s trial:'
“MINI DX QO DX WwE™ = They stripped Yosef of his coat” (37:23),
“P27 MK 1T9w NP - And they took him and threw him into the
pit” (verse 24), and “02 BV OPRYHY? 7O NX 1127 - they sold ‘,
Yosef to the Yismaelites for twenty silver pieces” (verse 28). It appears |
to have all taken place very swiftly.

I

-

’ _"L went out, and they trembled, each man with his brother,
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In reality, the arguments and deliberations between the brothers
took a considerable amount of time. Yosef cried and pleaded to be
spared, yet his brothers turned a deaf ear. The verses in Parshas Vayei-

_ shevall but ignore this painful aspect of the story.! We only hear about

" it in our parshah when the brothers allude to Yosef's attempt to find
mercy in their eyes. “Uyny X9 105K 1MWNANI WO N2 1PN - We saw
the suffering of his soul in his pleading to us, and we did not heed him’”.
Though they were unable to perceive their original error in judgment,

» they readily admitted their second error, since it was clearly indicated
by the nature of the suffering they had experienced.

When Reuven told his brothers, “Do not sin against the lad” he was
not referring to any mistake made in halachah. The cause of their guilt
was only because, “We saw the suffering of his soul in his pleading to us,
and we did not heed him. Their decision had been made and carried
out by the strict letter of the law. The brothers conceded, however,
that perhaps they had not been compassionate enough towards their
yQunger brother. The difficulties the brothers encountered in Egypt
suggested to them the nature of their deficiency. To coldly sentenc§
their own brother, remaining silent and unmoved by his heartfelt cries
and tears, exhibited a fault in their character that had to be eradicated.

« Cruelty is alien to the Jewish nature.

“WP DRI WY NIRT T MK PIIX YR 0PN YT D35 R - Their hearts
is this that God has done to us?” (Bereishis 42:28) g What
¥ It is difficult to understand how the Shevatim could have asked the

question, “What is this that God has done to us?” They were, it seems
* fully aware of the fact that all their suffering had come about as a,
result of their own actions. While standing before Yosef, the brothers
murmured to each other, “wb3 N8 1'RT MWK 1N Y UMK 0ws Yax
DR TIST 2K 7IX2 12 53 109w X9 1098 mnnm - we are guilty regard-
\ing our brother, since we saw the suffering of his soul in his pleading to

us, and we did not heed him, therefore, this suffering has come upon us”

(42:21). And Reuven, too, chastised thern saying, “O2X *NInK x1o;
WATI AT 1T 0N DNYR K 7922 IX0MR 5K Kb — Did I not speak to
you saying ‘Do not sin against the lad’ But you would not listen! And
-behold, his blood, too, is'being avenged!” (42:22) ’




—‘;8—ﬁespite this full and frank acknowledgement of responsibility,
only a few verses later Yosef’s brothers suggest that Hashem was re-
sponsible for their suffering. The declaration, “What is this that God
has done to us?’ echoes the possuk in Mishlei, “A man’s foolishness cor-
rupts his way, but his heart rages at Hashem. ” To resolve this apparent
contradiction, we must distinguish between two separate errors that
the brothers made.

Yosef’s brothers had made a careful consideration as to the hala-
chic correctness of their treatment of Yosef, but they erred nonethez-
P less. They mistakenly judged him to be a rodef, a pursuer. A rodef is
halachically defined as one who is attempting to kill another person.
“giPaK bR f1y1 ON3AT DX N0V 831 - And Yosef brought their evil reports

to their father” (Bereishis 37:2). The brothers saw Yosef’s talebearing
as an existential threat, both temporally and in terms of Olam Haba,
eternal existence. In order to protect themselves they determined they
had the right to stop him, even if it meant his death.

However, according to what we explained in Parshas Vayeishev,
Yosef’s decision to relate his dreams to his brothers showed beyond
doubt that he considered his brothers to be his closest friends and .
confidants, and that he abhorred the idea of being a ruler over them.

\ﬁ A person’s silence in the face of another’s suffering demonstrates |
that he has steeled himself against the pain, for which the only recti- \
fication is through a corresponding and similar type of suffering.

This element of ruthlessness among the progenitors of the Tribes of
Israel had to be réc_tiﬁed. This blemish was revealed to them through
the harsh words and cruel treatment of the Egyptian viceroy. It was
designed to repair this potential character flaw, and in this, it was suc-
cessful, as the brothers’ realization clearly shows. They realized that the
fact they were being treated with middas hadin, without compas_s_ig,ﬂf' :

was directly linked to their lack of compassion for Yosef. “Therefore,,

this suffering has come upon us”
~~ However, the discovery of the money in their sacks suggested a
Rvery different kind of fault. They would be accused of stealing the
‘money and presumably punished for it, yet they had committed no
corresponding transgression that they could identify as being the
cause of their predicament. In order to be punished in this way, they
understood that there had to have been an identifiable and paralliel act
of wrongdoing. With regard to their own callousness towards Yosef,
they had seen the principle of ‘measure for measure’ taking effect -
through their suffering at the hands of the callous Egyptian monarch,
but a fevias mammon, a monetary claim, seemed inexplicable. It
* would have indicated that thev too had accepted a false claim against
someone, and allowed a false accusation to be accepted as truth. lto
this end, they would have had to realize that they had been mistaken
in judging Yosef to be a rodef. Unfortunately, the possibility that they ‘
had made a mistake in judging Yosef to be rodef was not a possibility :

~Thatthey-had ever entértained. Since, in their opinion, they had pet-~
petrated no wrong, they were mistakenly moved to ask, “What is this
that God has done to us?” The very fact of their inexplicable suffering
should have been enough to tell them that despite their undoubtedly
strong powers of judgment, there wasa blemish on their behavior that
thev had overlooked. They would then have understood that only the
True Judge is infallible, and the message of the money in their sacks
would have been clearly understood.

%ﬁdake an Accounting

When the verse, “A man’s foolishness corrupts his way, but his heart

rages at Hashem,” applies to a person, it is an indication of his great |

confusion. His misplaced anger shows that he is misinterpreting what
is happening to him. There are two levels to this confusion, and this

is a very important principle to understand.

B

™,

21 (o The first level is when a person fails to make a cheshbon hanefesh in
order to understand his predicament. Without such self examination,
he cannot understand the message that Hashem is sending him, and

\{V neither will he be able to make the necessary corrections to his behav-

¥ ior or lifestyle. Nothing changes for such a person and he remains in
a pitiable state of confusion. The Navi deplored this awful state when
he said, “17 23% 931 °%1% WX %3 10 19°01N MY 1IN " Sy - For what
have you been smitten since you continue to act perversely, each head
with sickness, each heart with infirmity” (Yeshayah 1:5). The people had
become so immune to their suffering that it no longer aroused them to
repent. This is the meaning of “A man’ foolishness corrupts his way.”

9 4 There is a further level of confusion that is deeper and more com-

““plex than the first. This is when “his heart rages at Hashem? A person
is angry at HaKadosh Baruch Hu; he thinks that Hashem is ignoring
his plight and letting him suffer. In truth, Hashem is not ignoring him.
Rather, He is gonstantly bombarding the person with hints and mes-
sages. Such a person does not merit to receive clear and unequivocal
communications from Above; yet HaKadosh Baruch Hu still delivers

- His message. Any event that can potentially jolt a person out of his

. complacency is in reality a signal from the Ribbono Shel Olam. It

can come in many different forms, but a person must know what he
is looking for. He should at least be aware that there is something to
_look for in the first place.

- Unfortunately, at this deeper level of confusion, the person may be
compared to one who hears an alarm clock in his dream. Instead of
identifying the sound and responding to it in the desired manner, he
jncorporates the sound into the vast jumble of images that his mind is
displaying before him, and remains fast asleep. Not only has he added

“to his own confusion, but he remains unaware that there is anything
to be aware about. It is particularly difficult to lift oneself out of this
state of double concealment sinice one is always waiting for a message
that has already arrived.

Similarly, when a”pérson insists on his own righteousness and

refuses to consider the possibility that he has done wrong, no com-

. . R of e . . .
munication from Hashem, even if it arrives in the most devastating

manner, will have the desired effect. This is because he is not even

. looking for a message. This is the meaning of the brothers’ words,

“What is this that Hashem has done to us” The brothers only saw their

[ Jack of compassion as being in error, but concerning the actual sale of
Yosef, they considered themselves as being beyond reproach.

2.3 The orphan son of Reish Lakish is also telling us that even when

there seems to be no explanation as to why misfortune has befallen a

person, to ask, “What is this that God has done” is a wholly inappropri-
ate response. The first, and perhaps only response a Jew should make
in the face of misfortune is to make a full cheshbon hanefesh, a deep
soul-searching. He must examine himself to discover what lack in

/ himself is at the root of his predicament. There may be many factors

that lead to misfortune, but looking outside oneself to find a cause to
. blame is to deny the truth of what Hashem wishes to convey.
This principle applies to everything that a Jew does. Indeed, the
| reaction to any setback should be to respond with self-examination,

and not with complaints and accusations. Complaining cannot take
away the pain. All it does is allow the person to ignore the Heaven-sent

|

I message. Since the experience was only sent to cause the rectification

its conclusion and fix the problem at its root.

~}6t'a certain problem, the only useful reaction is to take the process to

| Inthese tI‘Ol'lbled days, Klal Yisroel faces all manner of threats, both
physical and spiritual. The sons of Yishmael are following their ancient
< tradition of wildness. They are the pere adam, the ‘wild donkey-man,*

= 2% %337 - His hand is against everyone, and everyone’s hand is
against him” (Bereishis 16:12). We see this clearly in our age. The Rib-
bono Shel Olam will deal with them when the time comes. We must

| face these problems as we would an illness. When a person becomes

. ill, he does not rage with anger at the bacteria that have infected him,

| vowing swift retribution. Instead, he tries to control the spread of the

bacteria and eradicate it with medication. He acts to preserve himself
by addressing the root of the problem. This is how we should attempt
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