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_ wife peered behind him and she became a pillar of salt. I

- . - .

he name Elokim denotes the Divine atiribute of Judgment,
while Hashem denotes Divine Mercy. Since our verse
focuses on God’s destruction of entire cities, why does it not use
Elokim instead of Hashem?
hxltho'ug;h- destruction may seem harsh, Hashem’s destroying the
wicked stems from His mercy on the rest of the world. This concept is
expressed by Sforno on Shemos 15:3, where the Torah states, “¥8 'n
Y 'n non, Hashem is a Man of war; Hashem is His Name.” Sforno

the attribute of Justice, nonetheless Hashem is His Name — indicating
His attribute of Mercy. Through destroying the wicked He grants being
and existence to His world. He removes the thorns from the vineyard,
__for the wicked destroy the world.” ) . - -
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26. inwx v — His wife peer;i. She died because she

23 The sun rose upon the earth and Lot arrived at Zoar. 24 Now HASHEM had caused sulfur and
fire to rain upon Sodom and Gomorrah, from HASHEM, out of heaven. 25 He overturned these
cities and the entire plain, with all the inhabitants of the cilies and the vegetation of the soil. 26 His

+ turned around to look at the destruction, and, as explained
above [v. 17, she was not worthy enough to see others being
destroyed and be spared herself. Ramban cites a view that
she turned around in the hope that her married daughters
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were following. Tur points out that the death of Lot's wife
was a necessary precondition to the following episode, for if
she had been alive, her daughters would not have conceived
through Lot.
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24, e T =6 HASHEM had caused . . . to rain. The
Torah uses the Name that denotes mercy, and it speaks of
rain, although what descended from heaven was hardly rain

/1 in the usual sense of the word. This is because nothing evil
i descends directly from Heaven. First it descended as benef-

icent rain; only when it approached earth did it become sul-
fur and fire (Tanchuma).

R ' Ry — From HasHEM, out of heaven. This em-
phasizes that the sulfur and fire were not natural, earthly phe-
nomena, but were Divinely originated visitations, without
any natural cause (Sformo). The use of HASHEM, the Name of
Mercy, implies that the people of Sodom had fallen to such
depths of depravity that it was an act of mercy to remove
them from the earth.

n™Mv3 — Sulfur. The sulfurous fire that destroyed Sodom left

its mark. Today, the area of Sodom is a desert that is rich in
sulfur mines.
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What did Lot’s wiix‘o to desetve this awful fate? If she deserved to
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die, God could have simply-killed her. Nowhere else in Scripture do we

find thi"_s.h'_i_%ind of punishment. One intuitively senses that the pillar of

salt stands as a symbol for some spiritual concept, but the Torah gives us

no indication of what it represents.

Rashi, citing the Midrash, offers the following explanation:
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One_proof that visiting the sick is such a great mitzvah is that God
Himself comes to the bedside of the suffering patient. The Talmud
(Neddruim 40a) again cites verses in this forty-first psalm to_tell us ok
God’s involvement with the sick: .

From where do we know that God Himself nourishes
the sick? Because it is written, Hashem will fortify him

that the Divine Presence comes to rest on the sickbed?
Because it is written, Hashem will fortify him on the
bed of misery. In light of this we have been taught:
When one comes to visit the sick he should not sit on
the sickbed, nor should he sit on a bench or chair [level
with the sickbed). Rather, he should sit on the floor in

rapt reverence for God’s Presence which is on the

on the bed of misery. And from where do we know
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sickbed, as it is written, Hashem will fortify him on the
bed of misery.

The sick person often feels isolated from the mainstream of life; he
is frequently confined to a room and in many cases forsaken by family
and friend. However, in truth he is not forsaken at all; for the Divine

{ Presence actually rests on_his bed, and the Almighty is intimately
involved with him.
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THE ESSENCE OF EMUNAH
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How Does One Reach The Level Of Emunah To Feel That
Everything Is For The Best

'/]['/ he way for us to attain the level of emunah where we will
perceive that Hashem does everything out of mercy, is only |

through constant contemplation; repeating and reviewing over and \
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over again that everything that occurs to us is for our benefit, and |
}ithat we do not possess the ability. to understand how or why
: verything happens the way it does because “our days are like the
assing shade” (Unesaneh Tokef). We must strengthen ourselves with
¢ the knovﬁeTige that in the short span of our lifetime, it is impossible
: o grasp the intricate plan of Hashem that was set in motion since j

. the beginning of time.
Koheles teaches us (Koheles 1:4): “A generation goes and a
generation comes...” The Arizal revealed that this refers to the
same generation: the very same neshamos of that generation who

left return again as a gilgul — reincarnated until each particular
neshamah will achieve its own personal and specific tikun —
fulfillment.

Consequently, when something may appear to us as a mis- |

fortune or a “slap in the face,” it is not really so. And conversely,
just because something seems to be an enjoyable caress does not

necessarily mean that it is. For even when we see what outwardly |
appears to be something that is clearly good, this is not always so,

5 e e - -

as Shlomo Hamelech has taught (bid. 5:12): “There is wealth amassed ;

by its owner for his misfortune.” The Torah also states, “He rewards

those who hate Him in their lifetime to destroy them” (Devarim7:10.See ;

Rashi ad loc). On the other hand, what we may identify as being
. EIearly “bad,” is not truly detrimental at all, “For Hashem °
admonishes the one who He loves” (Mishlei 3:12). We must accept
the fact that we cannot know the far reaching effects and outcomes

of anything that happens.
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And so, since we really have no full comprehension whatsoever of ?
how to understand and interpret the events that impact our lives,

i the only option is for us to believe that Hashem Yisbarach is behind

NN PrAINT 700,330 933 NI RIR P

the Merciful One does, He does for the best” (Berachos 60b). It is

incumbent upon us to believe that everything is indeed only for our
benefit!

When we successfully ingrain this emunah in our hearts, we will
have the inner serenity and tranquility, which comes from knowing
and feeling that we are being held in the loving Hands of our Father
Who is devoted to us with the most complete and total devotion that
can possibly exist. Hashem exclusively seeks our good, and our,
situation is truly what is best for us at this moment; it is totally:

%‘V unfeasible that our situation could be any better! We must live with =
i this emunah and emotionally feel it throughout our day.

@
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Dovid Hamelech is testifying: whether Hashem deals wilth me
through kindness or judgment, I will sing, meaning, I will thank
d praise Hashem for it. Likewise, whether it be a cup of salvation
( misfortune, I will continuously call out in the Name of Hashem -
exactly in the same manner — both in troubled times as well as
‘during good times. The Gemara concludes with an additional
%source. “The Rabbanan said from here (1yov 1:21): ‘Hashem has given
g,{and Hashem has taken, blessed be the Name of Hashem."

everything, and we can rely on Chazal who testified that “whatever -
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If every person would keep this in mind, each day would be more R - "y
: y
meaningful. H"\'ll'ﬁ RN " { B"
One of the precious Jews of Yerushalayim upon waking up every -
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realizes that there will be significant things for him to accomplish L om nom x5 12ame 0 AYNY FOYTD NN 5w PT 90N 592 PN Yv)
throughout the entire day. He cognitively considers that every “ . T DN TN YNy M

moment, ﬂ.lere will b.e =Y lmportafnt thmg; ?pf:;lﬁciuy prepared ‘quw'nvn YMND TINPSY PN9N DY NNV PN DWNYY IPINT N0 12N
from on High, for him alone to perform and fulfill, that no other {27 Y7o 0] PNYIN 92 TN AYNY NOMY’ PN _n?n: 1p'7yg M0
man has previously merited to carry out since the time of Creation S e * = st e

until this very day.
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to the utmost, our time here in this world: doing one more '
mitzuagh, learning one more daf of gemara, one more perek of
mishnayos, _one more mussar thought, etc., for this is the

AN VYD MM N9 BN ANPY NOB IRVN NOpIY N eI OIIN
> TN DIPRA PINY RI AAR D Y0 00D N HIN AN DINNND
BT DMNDY P09 ,N9NA ANPY NN IR DYO YT ANT

purpose of man. -
————— e L TRRY DY SV TRN,DY0IWN MY DMYY PN DYTD YWINI MNT N on
A | | argn N5 19991 9 MY MRDIYA 21 DNPY N0 IWRY #NMISY 2V
ANPY AN NRON NYVAYT WD NN RDNI» XPYT DYIMY XN DyounT
P ; [AYMWN BB 7POMA nab” momMmA BTl
< - N . - - ; e . -
; t\ -~ -
P . S 16 ) ; ;"' .
E n'lmﬂ NI nwjg :,u W ©onn WP . ,;
[ U P S ) (2 o) Fibk 23 TIAY MYING IMPN BINT
T APW R RN AMWAR P R IR Y IRID =11\ A nPRPY Moma1 fINBA A — N 21 TN I
DIRT T 9V AT T RTH RW TN KD LDrn P It A S MRhn DRING RO B b
53 % v onb We Pawn NR_DWYY nvan IPw 1> W el M DRSNS N3 AN T

73 RO 127 AR jpn? bov M3 W ong Dam ,ANYY IMYD DMTIRA TA2H T 019 1A :PINY WYY AMRIY 1D

JAID TR PIY DRY L7 PRI 2% Y0 U pron avD MVRWI gnb vy ma SR IR PIR TNDN TIRD D1 AN i(3 V) PI0ad RV
73 NR OO XI AP02 120X 71233 NIRTY R 0N 3P 9% V1Y PWR YV DY DIN YNAY YITH ,ANYM DR NAR MY ,NNYn
v — - PO ;k,,_*,\fﬂ, SRR ————— ———— e, o
o —————— e a3 53R IR RTI2 AP0 - NHRN RYD 7009 JIY 1YY WRaw nHna Rpnt

e ' : 0 ) T0R TN DN ATIYD IMRI VID'D NYY) D3 DINIGN_20
DONYE 37D 3 97 Y960 D) TP Y7950 3P5E o B Y - m - Mndn oA LIMYo N
’ l EYI - B D ppb h) — _ PRTIZ NYINR DIPA - N3 WHRWND

L0070 D7 OE DED 070 BE — '3 DYD 1) BIOE 07D PIDpm3 o
Y91 05172 TN DTN IND DENED 0N0Y 159 PO YO OMPD N £E9 TVIYI N I PINT AN

DIV Y DD BN S0 ORI VI PERE GBE ,0r3 1O 119 3000 H3 | wn oo wnanw 19 mEYa Pan vIb - NTIYEN Y3 NNY A8 TwEk 4;
O73p0_9EH WDHE B WAL W 7PN DN DM T «30 DY Y392 INWRY AD_RY 13 9P MYIRN DR MM ,Anwn onY
102 DD HLND PINE 1753 DEYD 959 50 ,0MW) ONNY MO DN | mapm nwr T0R N ANTOM N300 DIm WY KIN - NORA DR AN DAY

I HLD DN 3N ) DD H30 DA L0 o3

_92_DRYYI MYyy 98 D3 N N RS RN 19WAnAn DR anbyh -

1DINR MY N
Y BPYY DR MaWAY 17121 RYR NN RY NYnn MY MY TwaR Ty

DY _,MPY RN L DNNRD NYD 112 V1% NWR 1n3on RY 13 Y01, obannn
NIAY._ 03 0NY IWORY TIN RO - DNIPI NN Y1AWAY 1wbI N M DR

) But Lot pressed them. He had learned from Avraham to be hospit-
able to guests. Finally, the angels agreed to come to Lot's home.

Lot baked matzos for his guests. Then he said to his wife ‘
give our guests some salt to spice their food.” /

Lot's wife was very angry that her husband had invited guests
She thought, "It is enough that he gives them food, they don't neeci
salfc to make it tasty. They can manage without salt!’”

Lot's wife wanted to let her neighbors know that Lot had invited
guests, but she was afraid of her husband. So she used the salt as
an excuse. She said to Lot, “Let me go and borrow some salt!”’

She went to one neighbor after another and told them, “We h
guests. Will you lend us some salt to put in their fand?”

“Please

ave
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-“There Is A Time For Everything

othing in this world happens by chance: every single nuance e - —

N;t‘” our lives is under the direct and specific Divine Providence ‘ : aa

of our aeator. Shlomo Hamelech wrote (Koheles 3:1): “Everything has ; e . N . Ae
its time, and there is a moment for everything under the heaven.” Iroi BYnwRw Y JATSSY NRLIND T WD

! , v oy
Shiorio Hamelech is teaching us with these words, that everything | nr;:v:nr:':r?; w‘::,'« 1:::‘;111 LY
. é | RTURIN N M. '
has its predestined time, and will occur through the hands of th . e s ——cr————

particular agent that Hashem assigns for that precise moment. Lpan PR XY U7BD pimm B R
These three: the tikun — what needs to be accomplished, the 0 W 5 7OR w1 PR T e
person performing the action, and the exact time when it is to be L NSRA DYWS IR RMUNT RNSPYVI YRV

carried out, are like a “three-ply cord” that should not be severed.” E” Uam 0YRYIR MaTd DN m:'n ;nm nrn
i 4 . e Ereegurapamtorn Rogn »nDY BYv1aba 2 ay
*This is one of the most important aspects of emunah. mw D‘mzZﬂP K W g jnn
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Parashas Vayeira sets the standards for the mitzvah of |
hachnassas orchim. The detailed description of Avraham
Avinu's preparations for his guests provides us with guidelines
on how to treat guests. Chazal examine many of Avraham’s
actions, and recommend that we follow his lead.

The Kedushas Levi notes that we read another account
of hachnassas orchim later in this_parashah. Two of the |
angels who visited Avraham move on to Sédom to destroy |
that abhorrent city. Lot invites them into his house andj
treats them with the same respect and enthusiasm that they .
received at Avraham’s abode. We might even natice a_certain
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level of devotion for hachnassas orchim displayed by Lot that
we do not see from Avraham’s .story. The citizens of Sodom
considered hachnassas orchim a terrible crime. Nevertheless,

Qpns_idering Lot’s mesirus nefesh for hachnassas orchim,w
asks the Kedushas Levi, why did Chazal choose Avraham as
our _r6|é model for hachnassas orchim rather than Lot?

The Kedushas Levi points out a subtle difference in the
‘Torah’s narratives of Avraham’s greeting of the guests, and
that of Lot. Regarding Avraham, the Torah tells us, “He lifted
his eyes and saw: And behold! three men were standing over
him. He perceived, so he ran toward them ...” (18:2).

Regarding Lot, the Torah tells us, “The two angels came
to Sodom in the evening, and Lot was sitting at the gate of !
Sodom; now Lot saw _and stood up to meet them and he
bowed, fac_e. to the ground” (19:1).

¥ Avraham saw simple wa
fact, Rashi dedu

ytarers who needed a meal. In
: ces that he suspected them of worshiping
!:_he dust on their feet, an idolatrous practice at the time. It :
is hard to imagine people more dissimilar to Avraham than |
these lowly idolaters. What does Avraham do? He jumps up, !

ignoring the excruciating pain emanating from his recent brisrr o

milah, and rushes about in a flurry of activity to prepare what

would probably have been the best meal these three men
_ever ate, had they been men.

W22 Hom rx $3% 103 BAYEXRY 90T K112 SAMAW OB DY 'K 53 pwm
-DIMR NDIT MIXHI MR”2W Y7311 DITIR P71 19%1 1983 59R0 T

0N MI¥BI PRYWY YA 1Y oW 13 aYL APR mMowsM
TP APRD L7000 M¥NY 719003 TweAa2 71 YTanaw 571 nnxa ax
DXY3 D MInWa 2™ W M¥NI WM DY PRV IORT VAN 17 W)
.27I01°H WD NInd an ¥123% Y30 o0

T 213 BRIIN ORI %wna 1on1 anbw MaT3 51 9REn AT
SRR D172 2T9M L ARTRY TON - MITAT ‘D IND ID¥R NRLA DNy

1

3

B X202 172 10M 1198 1 19 PR I IR1IWI nnAT T3k X7 Ton
MRV V2 W 17 103 1TV WP DR 101 7,8 IR7% YA 3% 1
22wn W Y TIY IR LR
WAYT X2 p7 Y7 10D IR BR XN AW MW A AR YA &F
TRYY AV IKTT CIRW W - 17 DYPW MRIY I8 IR DInnIn Susw

D3 ’R 227 N1 N1OMT 78R Y21 9w 00w 2R 191 057K TINW .,

RDWA 17w 1m0 DYIY ‘X Yobw %Y DaR 7Rws A T0m° ROW L

W 1 W3 7R 3% 103 1291 pI8A KIG 79 %2 v b Ry nenaa
NP oxRn




2

I
Lot, on the other hand, saw angels. Lot was hospitable, but 19 bw
he wasn'’t going to have just anyone at his house. It would be . 3,2

Lot's honor to have angels in his house, but common men? .y, iy 1 O YIWY GO DYO 510 PRI M1 WD T .12
They can eat somewhere else. Lot had learned enough from DPYATY TING PP DPATIN BNIN Y21 33T PINI MNIN 2, P 13 Ty
his uncle Avraham to invite angels in, but he had not learned  n3pn nNNa » NP DX VI DY INUR NN 129) 121 DN NIWNHN 1
a most important lesson: you don'’t hand- pick your guests. ¢y 73 NPITY DDYN Y OIKHY TINN NIM 7I9) NNXT TYND NNIWVNHI
True hachnassas orchim is to make everyone feel welcome  s5)n3 pY27 puw YIn WY DIPAI INIWNN2 PATNON DRY MITH Tm7
at your home, angel or human. And human, we might add, D2¥3 X112 NWNNI PATNRY YW NN 1OV 9T IM IR DMIITD 11N =
applies to all humans, even those that come from the less- MW (PP 17 WP vy] DOWD DY DMONN XM 0PN 31 NIDY
genteel segments of society. , N DIPN IMN PNPY APIPN DY DY P Y LN ,Nd Pnd) opnl
) - ST 3 PYIT NUIY = (ImPD DN PRY DY DY PN NinY
' N AN (19 ONPHN] 1902 AN JY DNRIAN AT YN
MY 135 N3 3VNHn n‘mﬂ\v 1m b: ) v'n" 19", TN aNOY (O P19)
AN NaVnm 290 MINYAIMN TNN N N7apn YV
all ready to invite the fine neighbor whose wife just had a PO NN DY NN -mm UN DYPDN b:: (35,5 MINY) 1NN IDRY N

baby and is still in the hospital NIV N NV VYN W D’N’?ﬂ ’Nbs 27 9 wmy S RN
by and is still hospital, or the woman whose husband =~ e D0 N @AMean pon]

When we look for guests to_join _our Shabbos table, we
usually look for guests who will “grace” our homes. We are

on NI

33

had to go out of town on a business trip. Those mv1tat10ns ' - ) ,
are important, and we are certainly fulfilling the mitzvah of 927 MY R 27 WY VY NVR NYP NNY e r R VA Y

hachnassas orchim by hosting such guests. 200 MY T AMNR NYINDAY ANY MWXN) At 10p
A(ul_fwyggmgg)_«;e a good look around us, however, we will find 93y . 2 3299 .93, 5 ™) RPN 57 ANV 7R 57 WANY YN
countless others who really need our homes. There are older - :DRYNI MAT RO
singles transplanted from their hometowns to pursue their MI3770 92 TY PNY DTNV NN PIva Dwven 111 112"

studies; others who have recently made the difficult return to 0 M7 N9I) Wenw 135 137 RN NYRw YD AT MY
Yiddishkeit and need to be in a proper Jewish home to learn
how a Shabbos seudah is conducted and to be welcomed by
the good food and the warmth of the zemiros; young adults
who have to spend time in a big city in their quest for a shid-
duch; and — dare we suggest — the neglected cases — the
divorced woman with five kids who can barely make ends
meet, the man who traveled from Eretz Yisrael to collect for
the wedding_of his twelfth child, or the lonely elderly neighbor
whose children live in a different city.

< Lot went for the 'best. But Chazal teach us not to emu-
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late Lot's hachnassas orchim. Our role model should be .
Avraham Avinu, who knew that-you can't be choosy with 7n2 N0 AN Y 1IN NNRY AN 1YWY oy ("8 DAW) 1125 Nnv
your beggar : - 0% 13y 2095 W ONY AR - "JOR XY PRR DR T1)7 1)

- e YD PANY WD DIRA MIRNN DM AN DY 27IWIY ROOR
. JRYL RNy 1 Swanh
S 122 THE JUGGLER AND THE KING IR /A 8% IMWN 1M N1IP NIRIN NYWA 012 DTRD Panw)
T Whenthe Jews accepted the Torah, they thereby enterea ™Y ™91 .Mnbwa n YR 29pnn RN IO, MY RIONY RY N1 0hrd
into a covenant with God. This covenant was repeated thee .y Nox ,DNTIRY NOHA NPT N21 019 NOK 19 TDINAY AT 30m vm
times, at Smal, in the Plains of Moav, and after entering the N;” DO DI 09 pan e — Nonw /0 nMaya Smon MRY

land of Israel." A covenant between God and the Jewish people
is categorized as a now 3 — “a covenant of salt”* The TPRY MR A7NA AW 1M, 05PN TTOI TTRN MIWN HY PNINNY INxY

SIgruflcance of this phrase is that a DlVlne]y_made covenant -\TJNJU n\'\79"1 5\) D”nL) '\11an 153’191\) nt bv meLn !1'[121"7 v"N
partakes of the quality of salt. Just as salt preserves food and 0o Dv
Keeps It from spoiling, so will these covenants endure forever, by p7 NV N‘;m ,AMYVY Y9 Amnn IRINY WY1 nv 13'71*
efernally preserved from abrogation. | , — S !
L h h . JTOMR T NS NDDn
ike any covenant, the covenant of the Tora entails | 3§, TOWARD A MEANINGFUL LIFE

mutual obhgatlons For God's part 1t 1s an oath that He will 22 —
s I The same is true in our relationship w1th G-d. We humans must

o

| achieve a unity with the divine without compromising ourselves or
ong His people and 3
cause Hls Divine Presence to dwell am g

| G-d. But how can we integrate our independent, earthly reality with

that even if they are sent into exile they will eventuauy be | \ GC-d's all-encompassing, absolute reality without obliterating one or
redeemed from it. For the JeWISh people S part it is an un- - | the other? Isn't divine unity antithetical to the extraordinary diver-
dertakmg that they will never leave off their commitmentto | sity of our physical universe?
the stu dV of Tora.h and the observance of the m1tzvos o j *T his seeming paradox is exactly what C-d intended. He endowed
o ' . our earthly reality with a scemingly independent existence that ap-
’ pears to mask G-d's absolute reality, with the distinct objective that
$ The corrung of Mathach depends on one ’thmg more we would ultimately use our free will to access our innate desire to
than all: Complete devotlon to Torah. “Make vour Torah unite with G-dliness. As our eyes and hearts and minds grow more

knowledgeable about our physical reality, we begin to see, like sci-
our main b o - ‘ '
y usiness, and your work occasional, say the Rab entists or engineers, that there is indeed an unshakable and divine

bis.® i For Chll.dren this is so, but children grow up to have unity that underlies and gives meaning to everything we do.
families and jobs, and Torah all too often is pushed off to the. ! The idea of divine unity goes far beyond the concept that there is

7 SIdelmes forgotten in the rush for preshge and wea]th ~ only one G-d, it also precludes any existence apart from Him.' Every-

- | - . Y L .
el thine wa ran know ar cee ar feel emanatec from this single unitv.
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323 Lot’s wife fulfilled her minimal obligation by serving bread to her
visitors, but since she had been so thoroughly influenced by Sedom, she
refused to perform true chesed. This is the reason she would not offer her

NER UZIEL f
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guests more than the most basic requirements. Her attitude was “It's
To understand the symbohsm of the pillar of salt, we must explore bad enough that I have to serve them bread! Now you want me to glve
why God forbade Lot and his wife to look behind them and view the de- them salt as well, so they’li enjoy their bread? Not a chance!”

struction of Sedom. Lot’s wife lacked her husband’s redeeming quality of kindness, ’

This idea can be approached on two levels. First, we must under- which in turn prevented her from repenting for her sins. Had she done
stand that Lot, his wifé, and his two daughters were saved solelv on teshuvah she, too, would have been spared. However, by turning
Ayraham'’s merit. Had they been judged according to their own merits, around to gaze at Sedom, she demonstrated that she still 1dent1f1ed with

changed. Her gesture revealed her true feelings: “What a plty! It was
such a good place to live!” Because she failed to do teshuvah, as her hus-

of Sedom’s inhabitants. For this reason God forbade them to gaze upon
the destruction of Sedom — if they had done so, it would have demon-

strated a sense of superiority on their part, a feeling that they had es-

caped because they were on a higher spiritual level than the rest of the

Sodomites. This attitude would have aroused the forces of heavenly

judgment against them, and caused God’s wrath to consume them.
On a deeper level, we can understand that when Lot fled Sedom, he r—

uhderwent a ptocess of teshuvah miyirah, repentance motivated by fear.

Forced to abandon all of his worldly possessions and flee the city he had

come to regard as his home, Lot underwent a drastic transformation. He n“m NR WOR PIOAAN 1T M NP0 MY PI P “5*‘

S — T ——— — B 1Y MNBBWEI TS TIIMON, DY npRT DAY? yand
recogmzed that 11vmg in Sedom had corrupted him, and that he had T NNPRAT AEPT M M PYTPR DT nwp o MYTIBYN,S

fallen far short of his spiritual potential. Feeling sincere pangs of regret SBV PYY NOTIN B7SENaY TR (37Y 178 A7) DA NDT 1D
over his past behavior, he resolved to change his ways and live in accor-_ - WS AN SMANY MwSYY, AVAYD mpoBIn 8N NpTY o PR
dance with God's will. AR PINTT DTSR DR PR OPTY SR Nyn amuyhwd “pIsa
The sign of his repentance is that he did not turn around to gaze at TRT 937 AnNS DN WB¥yY A ON 9137 K99 TN, Y@ neen
Sedom. It would have been only natural for someone who had lived | 'nnw TTD AMINS PWIS ARN B75 MW 12 DR Y 03
there for so many years to-take one last nostalgic look at the city andla- DTY PTY, ANDTA KM NENOWR MPTST D¥Y w5y mwpnY 19
ment its destruction. Had Lot done so, it would have indicated thathe sy m1a9 898 03wn 5w AN%7 SnYawde 193 pRADAY 87 "N -
still identified with Sedom’s corrupt morality. When he refrained from . 3 B3 DIBK MPTS NBDY BDD NDIAND AN SPTE Sw My A0
turning around and gazing at Sedom, Lot essentially “turned his back” PR N3PY NBMD NIMID DIBWRD MR TINK PN, R ‘1.’)‘!&
on everything the city represented. He experienced genuine feshuvah.  mpemn 8O0 npIsn %% N3y Mb 938 .19bAR B "pT¥ oYW
he only criticism leveled against him is that his teshuvah was moti- 1D NN 930D 795 Wpw3 ANnn by swn %Y Mynny manK
vated by fear of God, not by love of God. /EITIN, AES 7Tu8 MMM PTS3, S DRpR M n2eAn 309
Lot's teshuvah was, in fact, so effective that, as a consequence of it, XY, S CWRA AOD RREY Uwn oW vnvyn %y oind
he was deemed worthy of rejoining Avraham’s household. This is the - ,W
intent of the verse, “Flee to the hills, so you may not be destroyed!” As PYNP — 7PIYI, DM R T D% K9 W oD TN, PR 9.
Rashi explains, “the hills” refers to Avraham’s camp. It was only because Rmn S%N PTY, IMT m 9
of Lot’s warped sense of logic that he rejected this offer, but this inci- — ——
dent proves that his teshuvah was, in fact, sincere. ) ) . . »
~- I-II)ow did Lot attain this level of teshuvafi? He had one redeeming 7 W IO AT KT DINSY ARSRNT pmapn v pmo

— 23D BN WA AT S MY A9 Sapnn qun AR MR Tbn
wsa N R TR M AN S PIIDWE MmRYS, NI IR BPIBRY 95

n%%1 oM AT (O AN AP ATSY N DN wPn AN
NI 72, AR AR DINY NI D, AIPI3TI BB AVLR 99 A3
BRI 0% AUN AWM (37 25 naw) "M 1IN ahN AN N

band had done, she was sentenced to death. Because she failed to accept
an attitude of unbounded chesed, symbolized by salt, God turned her
into a pillar of salt. .

el M 5250 37
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Salt symbolizes the universal chesed Lot inherited from Avraham,  T'5YD 8? 79309 40 39p1 mm, n%5 a9nn 999 Mo K oen
Salt added to food is the symbol of chesed because it is an unnecessary 87y N N3Y) 7M1 T RN RIB TIRY LD Aman 93
element — one can survive very well without it. The only reason we use AVIATY MIRYSD AIAY A1 DI NN AT 2w MwEY, NN 0w NS
it is in order to make food taste better. Bread, on the other hand, repre- . ‘ SRS AMAR 9 Ar

sents necessity. Man must eat bread in order to survive, although he de-
rives little pleasure from its bland taste.

With this concept in mind, let us now reanalyze the dialogue cited RIKT AX nawm Taen, . s
in the midrash above between Lot and his wife: “Lot would say to her, ' L d
‘Offer our guests a little salt [with their meal].’ ” With these words, Lot BT 12 N Y1 P70 M MAMD hann Sy wapw b
urged his wife to adopt the brand of unbridled chesed he had inherited CI 819 DR TON3, MSYY vt finipn mn ove PPy
from Avraham. “She would reply, ‘Do you also wish to introduce this n”ﬂn 2N N8 Y D02 0N KNP 113 T0_pRTIE 1T -,un
evil custom in our city?’ ” Lot's wife refused to be swayed from the . L1082, T72p 101D DD 92 I :npy? TORY T3 pina,
Sedom-based mentality she had adopted: ”Prov1de the most ba51c es- (TN ™Y T BN oM Rawnn oy I hwn aus o

'sentlals but no morel” o S — ‘ ) Rablhia) “?v RiEM A ia] 1““
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