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1 And it came to pass when Man began to increase upon the ground and daughters were
born to them, ‘2 the sons of the rulers saw that the daughters of man were good and they

took themselves wives from whomever they chose. * And HASHEM said, “My spirit shall not con-
tend et:ermore concerning Man since he is but flesh; his days shall be a hundred and twenty
Years. . SE

4 The Nephilim were on the earth in those days — and also afterward when the sons of the
rulers would consort with the daughters of man, who would bear to them. They were the mighty
who, from old, were men of devastation.

5 i ess ¢ ‘ ’

HASHEM saw that 'the wickedness of Man was great upon the earth, and that every product

of the thoughls of his heart was but evil always. 5 And HASHEM reconsidered having made
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11-12. The behavior of people deteriorated. At first they
were corrupt — being guilty of immorality and idolatry —
and they sinned covertly, before God. Later, the earth had be-

- come filled with robbery — which was obvious to all. Then the

entire earth was corrupted, because man is the essence of the

.. world, and his corruption infects all of Creation (Zohar).
.lkiuch is the progression of sin. It begins in private, when peo-
Lo

i

le still have a sense of right and wrong. But once people
develop the habit of sinning, they gradually lose, their

| shame, and immoral behavior becomes the acceptéd —

fabric (Ii I:IIrsch ).

even the required — norm. In Noah's time, the immoral sex-
ual conduct of the people extended to animals, as well, until
they too cohabited with other species.

The Midrash teaches that they stole from one another in
pétty ways that wére not subject to the authority of the
courts. Though this is not the gravest kind of sin, it is morally
damaging in the extreme, because thievery within the letter
of the law weakens the conscience and corrupts the social

' 9These are the offspring of Noah — Noah was a righteous man, perfect in his. generations;

Noah walked with God. — 1° Noah had begotten three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth.
11 Now the earth had becomne corrupt before God; and the earth had become filled with robbery.

12 And God saw the earth and behold it was corrupted, for all flesh had corrupted its way upon

the earth.

13 God said to Noah, “The end of all flesh has come before Me, for the earth is filled with rob-
bery through them; and behold, | am about to destroy them from the earth, 14 Make for yourself
an Ark of gopher wood; make the Ark with compartments, and cover it inside and out with pitch.
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America has followed the same course of action, or inac-
tion, as Noach’s generation before the Flood.

The Torah implies that there was cause-and-effect in the
deterioration of the generation that eventually met its fate in
the Mabul: “The earth had become corrupt before God:; 6’1e
earth had become filled with violence.”

At first, the corruption of the Dor HaMabul was limited to
sins perpetrated before God. The Talmud notes that the term
“vatishaches,” used to describe their corruption, is assoéiatéd
with the sins of idolatry and immorality. o

jk ldolatry and immorality are the type of sins tha; dbn’t,

seem to immediately affect the rest of society. In fact,‘it was
probably obvious to the people of Noach’s time that soci-

ety was heading towards spiritual and moral bankr_uptéy. ‘

Everyone knew that their neighbors were sinning in private.
But no one said a word. Why not? “I don't believe in religious
coercion. [ am not one to tell others whom te worship.” “It’s
none of my business. They are both adults, and | am not
Tesponsible for them.” -

<

America has undergone the same metamorphosis ag
did the Dor HaMabul. At some point in the last sixty years,
the argument that it is “none of our business” what hap-
pens “between consenting adults” or “behind closed doors”
became widely accepted. The mind-your-own-business attj-
tude was expressed openly in the Clinton administration’s
policy regarding certain immoral practices in the (I.S. Armed
Forces: “Don’t ask, don't tell.”

Now, people might think, “What is wrong with this atti-
tude? Is it not true that we should live and let live?”

The answer lies in this verse in the Torah. If our live-and-
_let-live attitude allows the populace of our country to dive
free-fall into deep depravity, we will eventually find our own
lives coming under attack. Corruption does not end with
behind-closed-doors decadence. The moral fibers of soci-
ety slowly unravel, until everyone and everything is open
to attack.

e [

e i T——— e

The earth was filled with corruption, but it was only direct-
ed against God, so no one said a word. They failed to realize

that corruption does not stand still, nor does it operate in a .

vacuumn. A society whose moral compass has broken will

lose its sense of direction. People who have no qualms about .

sinning against God will soon lose any misgivings about hurt-
ing other people. As long as the sins were directed against
God, they were easy to ignore. When the sinners began to
redirect their offensive actions toward their fellow humans, it
was too late to do anything about it, and the world bécar_gg
filled with violence. '

cowering behind locked doors.

|Q

Our now-weary time traveler from 1940 would notice
other changes as he roams the streets of New York. He would
probably be horrified by the indecent billboards, magazine
stands, and dress codes that have become acceptable in the
21st century. The Torah teaches us that these two phenom-
ena are not mutually excusive. A world that has become filled
with corruption before God will inevitably become filled with
violence. If society is willing to ignore sins committed behind
closed doors, its members will eventually find themselves
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The Torah writes that the primary cause was theft on a
massive scale (Bereishis 6:13). This statement requires explana- \
tion because that perverse generation was also guilty of wide- !
spread immorality and murder, which are even more heinous
crimes. Nevertheless, it was dishonesty that prompted the final

decree, which is rather mystifying.
Zt The answer is that stealing lies at the root of all sins. The
Almighty has created a world for people to use for good pur-

pose. He grants us the precious gifts of life, wisdom, good

health, employment and myriads of other benefits to be en-
joyed day after day for years on end. These gifts, however, are
all given on the understanding that we will utilise them cor-
rectly in the dual fields of Dpn? 07X 13 and 177an? DIX 2. If,
therefore, a_person misbehaves and reneges on this pact it
means that he has misappropriated the Divine blessing of life
by using it for something that the Almighty objects to and
considers reprehensible — in essence, theft from X1 J172 wIpn.
The generation of the Flood was profoundly guilty of that
crime. Qur Sages in the Medrash (Bereishis Rabbah 34) record
that the earth was incredibly fertile in that era — one harvest
lasted them for forty years. Human development, too, was

phenomenal — children could walk as soon as they were born :
(Bereishis Rabbah 36). All that unique material and physical
bounty was Divinely bestowed in order to create a world where |
people could live in perfect harmony and with no penury or

jealousy to disturb interpersonal relationships Once, hawever, L

that abundance was misused and led to a breakdown in rﬁorals
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*and respect for life, that generation was found guilty of purloin-
ing gifts from God to mankind, and their fate was sealed.

This concept should always be in the forefront of our mind.

We are constantly receiving Divine blessings in one form or

another. It behoves us to appreciate this fact and to turn them

to_good account. To abuse His generosity and misbehave is

tantamount to theft, as we pray at Ne’ilah, W7 pRyn 91 [yn?

— “Help us, X1 T2 W1Ip7, to refrain from any semblance of
e 14
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HAT EXACTLY DID THE PEOPLE OF THE

Generation of the Flood (Dor Hamabul) do to

deserve such a dreadful fate? The Torah is quite
explicit on this point. They were corrupt, degenerate, violent.
They reached the outer limits of perversion, affecting even
the animals and the land itself. We can well understand when
society becomes so depraved and incorrigible, it is time to
wipe the slate clean and make a fresh start.

But the Midrash tells us something entirely different
(Bereishis Rabbah 32:2). The men of the Generation of the
Flood used to take two wives. One was designated to bear
(éhildren, the other to keep her husband company. The first
was forced to live in seclusion, in a state of virtual widow-
hood  while her husband was still alive. The second was
given medications that would make her barren. She would
sit beside her husband, heavily made up, and entertain him. '
This is inferred from the verse in Iyov (24:21), “He encour-

ages the barren woman that does not give birth, but he
gives no benefit to the widow.” Rashi quotes this Midrash in
Bereishis (4:19).

Now, we would certainly not argue that this sort of practice

reflected the highest levels of spirituality. In fact, it was cer-|

tainly an indication of a high level of self-indulgence. But was:
this such a terrible sin that virtually the entire human race had’

to be wiped out? Was this such an abysmal level of human ™

corruption that the world had to be inun:dated and obliterated
by the Flood? . :

The answer is that this Midrash is not providing a picture of
antediluvian society in its final degenerate form. Rather, it is

revealing to us the root cause of the precipitous decline of

society. How does society fall so low that it is defined by per-
vasive degeneracy, theft and violence? By making the
unchecked pursuit of personal pleasure f(he ultimate value.
*@at, drink and be merry. Have a good time. Enjoy yourself.
Live for today. Self-indulgence. Gratification. When these are
the values of society, when the moral corﬁpass goes haywire,
the road leads straight down, Today, pedple may limit them-
selves to made-up, barren pleasure wives, but tomorrow they
will inevitably expand their horizons. Eveﬁtually, they will turn
their greedy eyes to unexplored illicit indggilgences and all sorts
of other acts of perversion and immorality. It is only a matter of
time before it happens. The two-wife syste['ti led to the “degen-
erate world filled with violence” that triggered the Flood.
2} Unfortunately, we have a vivid illustration of this process in
our own times. Look at what has happened in the past few
decades. As soon as the sodjety opened the door to permis-
siveness and self-indulgence, it went into a sharp downward
spiral. Morality has become a thing of the past. Family life is
@is}ﬁiegrating. Respect for authority and civic responsibility
are just about nonexistent. Drugs and alcohol take over ai g~
Vvery young age. All that matters is a good time. People meas-
ure the value of their lives by the number of
they have managed to push.

pleasure buttons %
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This insight allows us to understand a rather puzzling pas-
sage in the Midrash (Bereishis Rabbah 36:3). The Torah
tells us (9:20) that after the Flood, “Noach, the man of the
earth, profaned himself and planted a vineyard.” The Sages
observe that Noach, who had originally been described (6:9)
as “a righteous and perfect man in his dgenerations,” was now
described as a lowly “man of the earth.” In contrast, Moshe
was originally described (2:19) as “an Egyptian man” and is
eventually described (Devarim 33:2) as “a man of the Lord.”
Moshe went up, while Noach went down. And all because he
planted a'vineyard.

What is so terrible about planting a vineyard? All right, it
would have been better to plant some wheat or string beans to
provide some basic levels of nourishment. Noach was proba-
bly off the mark in choosing to start with a vineyard. But how
did Noach “profane himself"? Was planting a vineyard such a
dreadful crime? ‘ .

Indeed it was. By planting a vineyard before anything else,
Noach showed that he had not fully learned the lesson of the
Flood. He saw the end result of many long years of degenera-
Q—— the perversion, the immorality, the violence — but he did
not penetrate to the root causes: He failed to see the whole
picture. He did not recognize that it had all begun with some

’ supposedly harmless self-indulgence. He did not recognize
; that the vineyard, the self-indulgence of intoxicating wines,
| was the symbol for the downward spiral that led to the Flood.

If there was one thing; he should not have done after such
a Flood, it was to plant a vineyard.
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