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As For the Talmud's statement {Sanhedrin 71a) that there never was a nouse
o garment smitten with fzaraas, Rarmban holds that it is referring to the Dias-
para. He declaves that these phenomena were Hmited to the Holy Land, where
Gotl's nearness was mare apparent. [According ro Perush HaLevush, that is also
the opinion of Recarati ] The Talmud itself seems to give no hint of that. Instead,
ii explains that the detafled description of the tzaraas afflictions, which never
actually ocoursesd, had but one purpese, 19ty Yam ¥
reward . Undeniably, the thorough study oF th

5 : sins involved and their prevention, it therefor tes
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“Tunchuma’s (S} version differs, listing eleven sins: 1. Idolatry 2. Blasphemy o. -
Hashem 3. Imorality 4. Theft 5. Laghon hara 6. False testimony 7, Distorted judg- S A o A ! '_5"_;‘7 e
. : T it R

ment 8. A vain oath 9. [llegally endering another’s domain 10. Causing quarrel 11.

An “evil eye” Tanchuma quotes examples to prove that all these sins were SR T BT TR BRAY Y T RYY M RN RS mY s 3
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While the disease of fzamfas_'was a puanishment for sin, Hashem, SO I e AR PN BT Y LT R R Sunme )Yy oy e e

in His great kindness, never immediately afflicted the sinner’s body b A pey &Y TR P OAeR DYRSH IR AID RTnH I'I"t?.'.; 3 apnn Sab
with it. Rather, He first gave 2 waning by infecting the walls of the i oY A T e AR BRI

ginner's house with tzara’ns, thereby indicating to the owner that he
was expected to do teshuva If he jgnored the watning. the. tzaralas
then spread.to his garments. If he showed remorse for his sing, the
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tzara’as ended there, but if not, the disease finally appeared his : ¥
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rive i the lad of Canaan Hhat { give you as a possession, and [ will . i
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place a traraas affliction wpon a howse in the fand of your S B ,
possession; ™ Hhe pre to whom the house belongs shali come and WK PR, (1 Bw ) vYY mNIr RRan A o AR sned

derlare to the Kohen, saying: Something like an affliction has by By o vt g i el pg

appeared 1o me b the howse, * The Kohen shall commarnd, and . . :

they shall clear the house before the Koher cavaes tolook at the af- AL MO MR DAY NTE By mwm we ocawby M owsr w56

Fliction, so that everything in the house showdd not becose contam- PbEan bR 1w G be by . b, ; N
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inated; and afterward shall the Kohen come to look at the house. WY B n TR ORI R
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[ be applicable to houses put up by the jews themselves, Lhe Schaol of [
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Yishmael gave the words {the

meaning of 1ol
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v the Ethics of the Fathers (5.7) we heve
e:xpla.;mcd the expression of hesed s denoling sn excoss, 1t fo wesd
especially of extragrdinary kindoesy,
Lfrv%tnn-kindnm is practised in two waye:
First, we show kiodness (o thowe who have 5o claim whatevey
Supon us;
Secondly, we are kind (o those fo whom B i due, §

; we, i B greater
measure than it due {o them, (Guide 1o the Perplexed . X3
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R. Hama b, Hunins sid further: What iy the meaning of {Eeut.
13} “You shall wulk after the Lord, yowr God"? Iy it then
possible for & human being fo walk wlfice the Shekbinah? Has it
Aot been sxid: “For the Lord, your God is » consuming flre™?

The _meaning iy, bowever, that ene should imitaie the stiributey
of God: hust as He chothes the nuked, as it it writien (Gm“..—ﬁﬁ_:_
“And the Lord God made for Adsm sod for “his wils coats of
skin wid clothed then o ol you abs clothe the maked.
(Sotah 142}

The Holy One, Messed be He, buries év& dead, 22 it ix ;aid 4
X v . N Dent.
M6} “And He busied him in the vallep” {Sotik, ibid.} {
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t As the Talmud states In Yoma

" 11l the day will come when the person who denies owning abjects, 50 as o
avoid lending them, will be forced to empty his house and show his possessions
publicly. Selfishness s vice that corrupts the whole atmmosphere of a houose,

Jtuching even its walls.
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- “A good eye” denoles 2 generous, unselitsh spirit; an open~hearted
receptivity to peopls, things and ideas; 2 wholesome acceptance of yoursell
and your lot in fife, Rabbi Eliezer was the “eemented cisters” ':vho‘se ?c;ric'ci

L 3’6”«;»5133
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' In the next mishnoa (14) they seek to describe “the evil, bad way™
which a person should strongly avoid. Rabbi Eliezer answers, An evil eye, -
Lhis implics.envy. jealousy,-constaal discontent, and 2 niggardly spirit which
obhoss sharing with others or serving others. With “an evil eye” am;é}ﬁsaﬁ

will say, "What T have.is.nover, eopugh, and what the other has is always
1ot much.” - CHRIEL AR B By

A

1 When the Israclites wens 1o do this, some gathered more and some less.
1 But when thiey neasured it with an omer, the one who had taken more did
not have any exra, and the one who had when less did not have too linde.
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They had gathered exacily enough for each one to et
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i The {ewish people are Hkened o fre.and flame. and..
| our.perennialenemies ane Hkened o straw, The verse states

“Vhays beis Yaokov eish, w'beis Yo
-~ And the house of lacob shall be fire, and the house of
Joseph flarme, and the house of Esau shall be straw.” What

and that lies in quantity. A few pieces of straw arewoerthless:

'S LS AR | Q;H

kil i n*ymk 93w o e raym

FAREER R L L R L ST e e

weign HOY EaRn oY ReubuY ey o
TP DAY TR RY ophm pawn -
SN hun wwr mwn and oo

ATy n NPy Py ) Do

KUK DR 30 $V01 WY B v ovh gy m

e by ow v b Anuma wwﬂq'
TN MRS W anvnn P’
RYTW Iowir 10 0% B3 Y3 %3 e
ORI oz nnw St oy
LR BYIN T Y DYWIUR 2T Pana
LRI T R T Y
D" 2 PN YA AN AN B2
BYVIL CTYE BaGRn Yourers YoM mawnn s
"B b wy ey v

W YBNA 1Y D03 W AR e ooy ey
syl By poonl v e pos
MY BN IR e aw vy
r'm‘;_m mow I a e g Eﬁiﬁi‘i’;

e e

Sz

At that paiht, & wise man who was present' spoke to
the pechami: “What are you alfraid of? When his straw gets
too close to your fire, ane spark from your cod
problem?”

This Midrash t

Is will end the

eacﬁeb a fundamental leséon about the
Jewish peaple and the “Torah in the long battle against the
external forces which seek to destroy us. T

PR . P _ he_Esav-nations
sef lehuve, w'hets Esav Ihush o are represented by straw stras: Jlﬁwﬂnj%aﬁ?"mmsﬂyﬁﬁiuﬁ,

only in bulk does straw ac}&gve_ value. Tts worth s

exactly is the meaning of this comparison?
~{] The Midrash gives an analogy. There was once a

world, one would buy coals to light ane’s home fires ~ the
pecham: kept coals alight and glowing for sale}) A straw
| merchant arrived in the same marketplace and hegan piling

up Mis bales of straw. After a while there was no place io
move, and the pechumi became afraid. Tons of straw were
filling the mdrket and there was no place left.
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racter one adopts, lemish sent’ bv“Gm{i'w%a person’s clothes ndicates

imose_than anything else a_social copruption lying undgr God's deepest
(cgnﬁ[e‘xlle think we van very well understand that it is mst 2 3
| comprehension. It is above all social misbehaviour and sine wh vy
sent by God, on himself, his clothes or his house, is meant to bring home
fo ¢ person in all its weight its judgment by Godz_hfmm__dmomggmmﬂggitmn
pasticularly the expression of the social character of Man. Above all, in

" the Jewish way of thinking, as we have already repeatedly had - oceasion

 to.remark, “CloHies” andclothig onesel” indicate characker and the cha-
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proportional to its mass. Those nations and cultures which

appose the spiritual, valise the material. and the material has

pechami ~ a seller of coals in the marketplace (in the ancient value i its

declaration of wealth with 7

mass; he wha has more is weari_thﬁgr. When Esav

to_meet Yaﬁkﬂ:& he initially rejects Yaakov's gift,

proclaiming his wealth: “] have much.” His wealth lies in the
sheer veluine and mass of his possessions — °T have fmueh
These nations would swamp the Jewish people if they could, '
and establish a world unfettered by, moral niceties and
considerations of the spiritual; in fact; they would ol
their bulk and might to destroy Yaakov, -

Yagkoy, on the other hand, meets his brothers
“or L have everything” Spiritual
values live on a plane above mass and volume, and none of
the terms relating to mass ‘(.'J:{J‘ bulk are relevant « “1 have
everything.” Completeness is not possible in the reaim of the

physical, but above that realm # becomes natural,

And that s why Yaakov is lkened to fire. Straw

~achieves value in bulk, but fire s fire no matter how little of
it there ix. One spark &s enwueh to ignite a whole workd of
straw; and in that final and inevitable battle between the
might of muscle and the light of genuine spirit, it is the small
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spark of real fire which will prevail. When the bales of straw,

adly use’
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