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D€PTH AND DIGNITY

PARASHA PINCHA§ 5761
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ASHEM spoke. to Moses, saying: !' Phineas, son o, Elazar, son o

turned back My wrath from upon the Children of Israel, when he zealously avenged Me -
_among them, so | did not consume the Children of Israel in My vengeance. 2 Therefore, says .
 Behold! I give him My covenant of peace. * And it shall be for him and his offspfing after him
a covenant of eternal priesthood, because he took vengeance for his God, and he atoned for the

Children of Israel.

14 The name of the $lain Israelite man who was slain with the Mldiamtess was Zunn son of |
Salu, leadler of a father's house of the Slmeomtes 15 And the name of the slain Midianite woman.
. was Cozbi dauqhter of Zur, who was head of the peoples of a father's house in Midian,
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Pinchas, the son of Elazar, the son of Aharon HaKohen — since the tribes
were deprecatn;&hlm [saying], “Do you see this fellow, the son of,

Puti,” whose maternal grandfather fattened calves for idolatry? He

dared tokill a prince of a tiibe of Yisrael.” So the verse comes to trace

~ his genealdgy after Aharon.

- would apear to achieve very little— we still know that Pinchas was de-
scended from Yisto. Also, at least in halachic terms fault in a per-.
son’s ancestry, whether from the paternal or maternal side, would be
manifest in him. For example, if either parent, or any of their ances-
tors were mamzerim, the child will also be a mamzer So, too, with Pin-
chas — any fault present in his maternal ‘'lineage would also be
mamfest in him mespectxve of his paternal familv.
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- ou.owmc: THE INCIDENT OF BILAM, the nation began
to stray after the women of Moav and their idolatry.
The situation deteriorated to the point that Zimri
— one of the princes of Israel — was so brazen as to
sin with a-Midianite woman — Kazbi, the
An Indlvulual daughter of Tzur — before Moshe and the

(Rashl loc. cit)

Lest we assume that Pinchas was a man without status, anupstart’

actmg beyond his station, the Torah assures us that his act was_ s attrib- .

I “utable riot to his } Ylsro/idolatrous ancestry, although this was brought -
" under suspicion by his detractors. If SO, tracing his famil to Aharon -

.2.The nax-ne Putl tefers to Yisro, Moshe’s father-ln-law, ‘who was also the
grandfather of Pinchas. Elazar, Pinchas’s father, married a daughter of Yisro,
~"also known as Puti or Putiel. See Shemos 6:25 and Rashi, Sa 1.
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_IT I5 INTERESTING TO NOTE THAT PINCHAS, who so wanted to
 carry out the will of Hashem and bring the sinners to justice, did
- not run in a heated passion to kill Zimri and
. Pinchas _Kazbi. He first went to inquire of Moshe what
Asked First the liw was and only then did he take action.

Often, we think of a zealot as a sincere and

May Act entire nation.. This provoked the wrath of
_Hashem; yet, Rashi explains (ibid.) that

highly motwated individual whose overwhelming concern for
Hashem compels him to act based only on his emotions. The

Meshe—memen&anlyie%go&t—he—hal&eh&h—— +he¥aw—-—-—and—eeuld

not take action.

© When a Jew sins with a non-Jewish woman in front of at least
ten people, the Torah allows an individual to take action — "a
zealot may kill him” (Sanhedrin 82a). A kanai — a zealot — one
who is so determined to uphold the honor of Hashem that he
cannot let evil exist before him — is.permitted to take the law into
his own hands. Pinchas, who did remember the halachah, quickly
ran to Moshe to ask permission to act. Moshe, reminded of the law,

" assured him that the two should be put to death and that Pinchas
should be the one to carry out the deed. Immediately, on this
consent, Pinchas pierced both Kazbi and Zimri with his spear and
appeased Hashem's anger. Pinchas’s quick action ended the plague
which Hashem had brought upon the nation, and which had
already killed thousands of Jews.

i

Torah’s view of a kanai is quite different. To truly appease

Hashem's anger and do His will, a zealot must act only within the

intellectual framework of halachah.

- CONVENTIONAL THINKING WOULD DICTATE that when a person

|s swept up in a sea of emotion, it is impossible for him to see

clearly and to act in a rational manner. We
Halachah s from Pinchas actions that this is not
Must Guide

so. A kanai, who is singled out precisely
Our Emotions

because of his strong emotions that drive
him to sanctify the Name of Hashem, is

{

required to harness these same emotions with cool rationality and

to clearly analyze the implications of his actions. A kanai, as well
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To answer these difficulties, let us consider the motives of Zimrj, the
man whom Pinchas executed for his illicit relationship with a Moab-
ite princess. The Gemara! compares the actions of Zimri to those of

. Tamar2 My holy father commented that we may infer from this com-
arison that Zimri also had pure motives in conducting his forbidden
sexual laison with Kazbi. He intended to achieve tremendous spiri-
_tual heights and holy rectifications through his act; we might call it a

The non-Jewish world of idolatry focdses on an entirely different as-

“sin for the sake of heaven.” Surprisingly enough, at least in theory,
this sort of action may have some place within Jewish life. There is,
thowever, a condition which makes it unworkable in practical terms:
the action must be absolutely free of any self-interest or motive other
than serving God and realizing His aims. Without this condition, the
action is a sin like any other. But Chazal tell us:

' \‘ It is impossible for even the exceptionally pious not to have sin as at J

least a fraction of their motive. .

(Vayikra Rabbah 14:5)

As such, it is impossible to “sin for the sake of heaven,” and it is
prohibited to attempt to do so. Zimri, while motivated by good inten- -
tions, was a sinner nevertheless. -

" This sheds new light on the presentaiion of Yisro, Pinchas’s

-_grandfather, as a man who fattened calves for idolatry. We may sug- * h

gest that the concept of fattening animals represents a superficial phi-

pect of animal sacrifices than the Torah. Chazal tell us:

Even the dung of an animal associated with idolatry is forbidden [for
any Jewish use] as they [the idolaters] like it to be as swollen as
possible. '

(Avodah Zarah 34b)

X This is explained as follows. The idolatet is only interested in the

supeificial aspects of life and indeed of his offering. His worldview is

empty, focusing only on trivial and superficial matters. Thus he wants

losophy, .one which looks not at the deeper aspects of life but the
trivial ones.

This was the claim of the chieftains who comglained about Pin-
chas. They posited that Pinchas was a suj erficial person, that he had

' not correctly examined Zimri's motives. Had he looked more closel

claimed, he would have found not a coarse sin, but an action filled

with holy intent and purity, hardly worthy of the violent death which
Pinchas meted out. The leaders indicated that Pinchas had inherited

this trait of superficiality from his maternal grandfather, who. fattened
Calves for idolatry, the epitome of an external, trivial life view.

Kohen, his paternal grandfather. Aharon was the quintessential op-
posite of superficiality. The Maharal notes that Aharon’s very name
indicates his internal nature: his life was spentasa middleman resolv-
ing disputes between friends and families; indeed, his whole nature
was geared to maximizing the deeper, more Erofound issues in life.

It is now clear why the Torah tells us that Pinchas was the grand-
son of Aharon at this stage in the narrative. We are to understand that
the leaders of the tribes were quite wrong. Pinchas looked very dee
into Zimri’s action and acted appropriately. He was not influenced at all

the inheritance of superficiality, which he could have received from
his maternal grandfather. Instead, he was a grandson of Aharon, who
acted with the full ability of his illustrious grandfather. As such, he
w that he must Kill Zimri, even though his actions were pure, for as

i“i To repudiate this, the Torah traces Pinchas’s family to Aharon

B o haman can aver act with enfirely unsullied motives.
we have seen, no human can ever act with entirely unsullied motives.

———— A

hi‘s‘*fhnimal’ ;o be as plump and large as possible — the bigger, the bet-
ter. In contrast, Torah literature never mentions the concept of fatten-

ing:-aninfmls" for offerifig, for this merely develops the animal's
external physique. We are_concerned primarily with the internal,
deeper aspects of life, represented by the blood, the life force of the
animal. If we do seek out plump, fatty animals, it is only to present the «
best we have to God, rather than because its size has any symbolic

) me_aning‘; we never fatten animals before they are sacrificed.
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We often try to create peace in our own lives, and we fail.
For instance, the State of Israel was created in order to foster a
feeling of peace for the Jews; yet no matter what has been done
to try to preserve this feeling of peace, it has eluded us. This

example teaches us that peace is not something we can unilat-

erally create for ourselves; it is a_condition that requires God’s

involvement. Qur ability to have peace with the nations around
us reflects the level of internal peace amo -

selves. If we have no peace with each other, we will have no

* .peace with our neighbors. The Or HaChaim wrote that there

will be times when we will be able to live in the land of Israel,
but we will not be able to live there in peace. Internal strife and
conflict would make it impossible to experience the benefits of
living in the land of Israel.®

{4-External peace can be seen as a barometer of our internal

spirituality. To have peace with each o'thér, we therefore need

hto develop peace within ourselves. When we request peace, we

ask God to unify oyr physical and spiritual selves, We don‘t

want to have separate identities, being in a spiritual mode at
cerfain fimes and in a physical mode at others. Someone who
is at peace with h@xlf_mtegmtes_hls_physmaLand_spmmal
drives. The Hebrew word for “peace’” (shalom) derives from the
word meaning “‘complete.’”” We have true peace when. i
our physical and spiritual sides. ‘

o | . MR

The reque's;t for peace is truly a prayer of thanksgiving to

" God. Our two selves are diametrically opposed, yet there is a
way of unifying our spiritual and physical dimensions. We can
accomplish this feat only because of God's greatness and .

goodness. Since God is One and He endows us with a sense of
‘unity, we can strive for our own inner unity and “oneness.”
HPeace does not come about through compromising one’s self.
It comes about through finding one’s truest essence.

Q!

prayer. First, when two

There are two important points we can learn from this
ople get married, it is critical for

<1, when two_people get married, it is critical fo
theém to share some kind of spiritual goal in order for unity to
e created. When they have no spiritual goal, then by definition

they relate to each other as physical beings. This state creates

separation, because physical things are separate by nature.

The second point we can learn from this prayer is that after

we_have done everything humanly possible to nurture our
elationship ill need to 't ss us. We should
pray for God to bring harmony, wholesomeness; good quali-

ask God to bless tis

ties, and
that which is a prerequisite for every relationship to grow and

ace into our lives. We should ask God to give us

thrive—a sense of inner peace, as well as true peace with our

loved ones.

/k,-r.\):\ ?'73 Y —?"?jﬂ_/:

I8 When we say that the only blessing God gives is that of
peace; we mean that the most essential blessing He can grant
is for our physical and spiritual selves to be integrated with"

~ each other. Our physical and spiritual parts should not be at

-war with each other. We cannot find peace when we attend-
only to our physical uniquenesses and then try to gratify our

physical drives. This makes us similar to-everyone else in the
world. But when we are able to harness our physical drives 6

serve our spiritual uniquenesses, then we truly feel at peace,
and every moment of life is fulfilling. This situation is truly the
greatest blessing anyone can have. o

.God is One and is not fragmented. The more we emulate

God, the more we can receive His blessing. When a Jew finds

unity internally and a pnity in the external world, then he or

she is truly blessed. ‘
19 Pinchas fought against immorality. Immorality is the com-

- partmentalization of a person’s physical and spiritual drives.

The Zohar says that Zimri, the man 'whom Pinchas killed, had
a_tremendous soul. Whatever well-intentioned motivations
Zimri may have had when he acted, the other Israelites fol-
lgwed his example in deed, without any redeeming motiva-

tions. Pinchas felt that Zimri and the other sinning Israelites
were disgracing themselves by relating to_their commonality
with the rest of the world. Human beings should never lose
ﬂﬁt of that which dignifies them and makes them unique.
What Pinchas abhorred about Zimri’s-illicit deed was" atT
represented a descent from his uniqueness and its balance with

his physical being. Because Pinchas couldn’t tolerate that, God

blessed Pinchas with His covenant of peace. By striving to find

his uniqueness; Pinchas demonstrated that he was on the pa’_t!\_ -

" to inner unity. Focusing on our spiritual uniqueness gives us

. the wherewithal to develop an inn_éi' sénse of unity, and thus
true and lasting peace. Cr ‘ ‘ I
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11, Judah has dealt treacherously, and an abommatlon has
been committed i in Israel and in Jemsalem, for Judah has pro-
" faned the holy one of the Lord [in] that he loved and marm.d
' the daughter of a forelgg god. 12. From the man who commlts
it, the: Lord shall cut off one of acmty or. erudition from the
* tents of Jacob and one who offers-up an offenng to the Lord of

Hosts.

.9& :
“for imh s profancd—hims g

: j‘m of His grain.—[Rashi, quoting
Jer. 2:3] :
"llllthelovelllnd-arriedﬂle' o
dmighter.of a foreign god—He pro-

- faned . his_holiness By lovmg and
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