Mitzvoth: Destiny or Destination
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. 7 The fear of HASHEM is the beginning of knowledge; foolish ones scorn wisdom
and discipline. * 8 Hear, my child, the discipline of your father, and do not forsake
the teaching of your mother. 2 For they are an adornment of grace for your head

and a chain for your neck.
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[5] These patterns and restraints are God’s commandments,
They include both positive commands and prohibitions.
The purpose of each commandment is either to allow man

to_earn and incorporate in himself a particular level of trye

excellence, or to remove an area of deficiency and darkness,

This is accomplished through doing what the commandments
| require and avoiding what they forbid.

3 [6] Man serves God‘b'y' observing 'all His commandments, and

the ropt purpose of this service is to make man always con- -

. scious of God, and to turn him in God’s direction. The guiding

principle is that man must realize that God created him; only

50 that he could have the opportunity to draw himself “cloge”

- to_his Creator, but this “closeness” becomes possible only if - h

' man overcorries his Evil Urge, consciously deciding to subjugate

. himself to his Creator, and fulfill God’s commands. Man must
‘reverse his inclination towards the physical, conquering his
mundane tendencies, but he will be able to do so only if he
manages all of his affairs only for the sake of attaining this goal,
having no desire for anything else. o

H

The "Iv-iighesimWisdom decreed that every act of observing

God’s commandments should bring a person closer to God to

a particular determined degree. The individual then attains a

degree of God's Light corresponding to this degree of closeness,

: and this in turn causes a degree of perfection resulting from that -
enlightenment to become an integral part of him, R
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.. 6]f a bird’s nest happens to be before you on the road, on any tree or on the ground — young
birds or eggs — and the mother is roosting on the young birds or the eggs, you shall not take

*
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' the mother with the young. 7 You shall surely send away the mother and take the young for SE22)_YP3pdn_ H1nd ph MpEd>

yourself, so that it will be good for you and will prolong your days.

10 Actscrell- Sloe. Churas
Ramban comments that these commandments are meant
to inculcate compassion in people, not, as some think, that
God Himself pities the birds and animals. It is forbidden to
say so (see Berachos 33b), because God permits people to .
use and slaughter animals for their own needs. Rather, such
commandments teach that people should accustom them-

selves to act mercifidly '

N

4 You shall not see the donkey of your brother or his ox falling on the road and hide yourself

from them; you shall surely stand them up, ‘with him.
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4 An /}ﬁqmoniZe orMc()abite shail not enter the congregation of HASHEM, even their tenth

h

generation shall not enter the congregation of HASHEM, to eten_'zity, ? because of the fact that they
“did not greet youwith bread and water on the road when you: were leaving Egypt, and because

he hired against you, Balaam son of Beor, of Pethor, Aram Naharaim, to curse you. ® But
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. ...a"= shows that the lack of gratitude was
indicative of an _ingrained selfishness and_mean-spirited
character that has no place in Israel. ' '
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8 Beware of a tzaraas affliction, to be very careful and to act; accordzng to everything that the
- Kohanim, the Leuites, shall teach you — as I have commanded them — you shall be careful to
perform 9 Remember what HAsHEM, your God, did to Miriam on the way, when you were

leaving Equpt.
A~ T C,J\oC*Rm Torah- b Aok 259

‘Ramban observes that Miriam, who was both a prophetess and nghteous
person, loved her brother and uttered her words solely to her brother Aaron, and
only very discreetly. Nevertheless, she was severely punished and her good
deeds were not able to protect her. We are reminded that if such a thing
h,a_ggened to a person as great as Miriam under the aforementioned circym-
stances, then how much greater must the punishment be for those who speak
,badly about others urider less favorable circumstances.

Ramban also holds that here the word 313, remember, sxgmﬁes a command
from Hashem to regularly repeat this warning aloud, whereas it it had said
"W, take heed, it would have indicated a non-verbalized remembrance.
Accordmgly, the remembrance of Miriam is included in the Six Remembrances
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small one. 15 A perfect and honest weight shall you have, a perfect and honest measure

shall you have, so that your days shall be lengthened on the Land that HASI-{EM, your God,
igives you. '8 For an abomination of HasHEM, your God, are all who do this, all who act

'corruptly.

17 Remember what Amalek did to you, on the way when you were leaving Egypt, '® that he
haQQéned upon you on the way, and he struck those of you who were hindmost, all the
ﬁ)eaklings at your rear, when you were faint and exhausted, and he did not fear God. ** It shall
be that when HASHEM, your God, gives you rest from all your enemies all around, in the Land
that ﬁASHEM, your God, gives you as an inheritance to possess it, you shall wipe out the

memory of Amalek from under the heaven — you shall not forget!
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" The Torah, our most sacred book, begins with time—"In the begin-
‘ning . .. "(Genesis 1:]}—and ends with what will occur at the end of
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 timte, when the Messianic era will be ushered in by Elijah the prophet.
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And ‘precisely because of that, eyery second is holy for it represents a .
 challenge to labor toward that ultimate goal when G-d’s kingdomis , *~
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established here on earth.

5,
Being sandwiched between the past and the future keeps us spiri-
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tually anchored and imbues us with indelible faith. I have often been
asked how we survived the war years—the ghettos, the concentration
camps. I truly believe that it was this concept of .time that enabled us
to transcend our environment. Qur past imbued us with purpose and
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faith, and our future enabled us to dream of a better tomorrow.
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211 R. Jacob said:

This world is like an ante-

room before the world-to-

come. Prepare yourself in

the ante-room so that you

may _enter the banquet-

hall. L -
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The prophet bids us, “Sow for yourselves righteousness, reap according
to loving-kindness."¥5 Out of his words comes a surprising image: in:the
ordinary course of our life, in our day-to-day activities, we are actually
farmers, as it were. With every deed, every action, we plant a minute seed
in_the soil of life. Therefore, says the prophet, plant seeds of righteousnéss
and virtue: here a modest mitzvah, there a little kindness, now 2 moment of
prayer, then a quiet gift of charity. Let this become a habit-pattern with
you, a regular matter, even as a farmer will plant methodically, regulirly,

each crop in its season. And implicit in the prophet’s visionary words is -

the utter certainty that this human world in which we live is as fertile as
the finest farmland. Do not believe, as many thinkers have done, that
humanity Ts a barren wasteland of cold indifference, selfishness, and downright
hostility. Sow your seeds of mitzvoth and good deeds, slowly, patiently—
and you will reap an abundant harvest. By the loving-kindiess of. the

}Almighty, acts of righteousness in_this world grow a splendid crop for you:

§’ﬁmmortal life for the spirit. This sort of “farming” makes you *X73, most
worthy. :
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H ' E The Torah requires us to be sensitive even to the most minute

wd
changes in time; the passage of every second is significant. In rab-

“Fhrough the Torah, we lear ' et a differer ime i

1 levél Thas first oo ’an tn tf(_) regard :{nne on ye; a dlfferembinic terminology, the concept of time is referred to as z’'man. For

} ! . e . . . - - :

lorel Thac fo o mmm' ) dm ;1 after_our epartclln'e rom Egypt example, we are commanded to kindle the Sabbath lights at a specific
ission of sanctifying time and making it holy. Z’man, but once that moment passes, we are forbidden to light them,

From th t i : : - .
m the moment we kindle our, Sabbath and holiday lights, we are teaching us to be alert to the opportunity of each and every moment ~

enveloped in the saﬁctity of time. Geographic and cultural bound S = .
es di ) : ] not allow it to escape us. Everything is proper only when carried
aries disappear. We become one, and through that oneness we are ;nd. s allotted 6 P rything is prop v
spiritually uplifted and enveloped in sancti - oyt in its allotted time. e o

oy King Solomon, renowned for his wisdom, in his Book of Eccle-

NG 20I0MOL,

siastes focused on this concept of time. He wrote that there is “a
time to be born, a time to die . . . a time to laugh, a time to weep ...a
time to plant, a time to reap ...a time to be silent, and a time to
speak.” Enumerating these dnd many more contrasts, he teaches us
the beauty of everything in its proper and desionated time. Thus
there are times when silence is golden, but there ate also times when
we must roar like lions. In other words, everything is timing. If we
are_sensitive_to_this concept, then we will also learn how to five

isely.
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the e Sproi ge.aly) - : 09 Yy — TREESOFFRUIT.  yy7 nyv ximw — That the flavor of the tree  ™bn pyps — shall be like

the flavor of the fruit.2 13 nntwy &% k' — But [the earth] did not doso.  xbx — Rather, the verse
states, Y%7 Kyim),, — “And the earth brought forth ... ‘78 nipiy yy — trees yielding fruit,”
™ Yy &5 — but the tree itself was not fruit. 19wY ~ Therefore, 1My by u7x YopniYa — when
Adam was cursed for hissin, X103 P51 — [the earth], too, was taken info account vy 7y —
for its sin, n%5pny - and it was cursed.t

bringing forth seed, trees of fruit yielding
fruit each after its kind, which have their
seed in thern on the earth.” And it was so.
12 And the earth brought forth vegetation:
herbage yielding seed after its kind, and»
trees yielding fruit, each containing its seed

after its kind. And God saw that it was . 3% Kocacdas 29¢
good. 13 And there was evening and th_e_(e o R7En xe 2971 ming apm 275 mmbe b mx — Elijab the
. T ,gir_othﬁJﬁméB;ﬂeh:sdah the brother of Rav Salla the

. _ ous: wiR XY npn kY — Do not beco:

33 /LL“J-«\ Ire.\rv"r (l Ceoer ' * will not siz?.m 1!_:;313 K 1 x5 - Do nﬁel::co%:ﬁlt::

For He is our God, and we are the flock He pastures ' o
and the sheep in His charge — today! If we but heed cated.and you will not sin. 7777 Ky npxy — And when
His call. ) o (Psalms 95:7) - -~ youset out on the way, X¥17¥p3 7bun — beg leave of your

sf the fundamental tools Creator and then set out.

achman of Breslav taught ¢!

one.
" we need in serving God is to_think only of. today, and’ to pay no- The Gemara inquires: . : o
attention to_yesterday or tomorrow. This certainly applies to our . R¥)17793 7297 *x0 — What is the meaning of “beg leave of your
efforts to earn a living. We should only be concerned with what we Creator and then set out”? ' '
The Gemara answers:

need today and what we can earn today (see Sotah 48b).

The same idea applies to our service of God: We should think only
of today, the nt_hour. When a pers ins
serving God, it appears to be a heavy burden which he will
able to bear. But if he tells him tha _$0 i g .
.only one day, toda then it wiil not seem like 1.3 heavy burden a ’ A‘f‘"’:w”’ L’ME{F«/ r’Q'CLj”' ’-/'p

all_ . ' ' ! ApAniL NI NI N9 MW ,OpR mw 215 nRon dtea Fy
~YiTherefore, one should not put off important things until tomorrow, LA Rl R Sl i

" WO YT T N 20y wiR T e L Sn
saying: ”1 will definitely start to improve.— tomorrow! Tomorrow [ o/ ﬂlg} ,aqu'inln';g oy n;wjb‘l]! naw ,';'3!1 o n".:!xg?n >

RT0IT 57 MK 3pY 37 s - R Yaékov said in the name of
Rav Chisda: 7731 nbon % — This is a reference to the

neverbe. wayfarer's prayer,d

will surely begin to pray with intense devotion! Tomorrow [ will begin Seee- 3
my Torah study program!” Man’s world consists of nothing more than.j o s SH
the day and the hour that he stands in now. Tomorrow is an entirely 1I¥ ¥M May it be: Your will, Hastem, our God and the God of ou
3iF - - - forefathers, that this year that is coming upon us and upon all
ifferent world. : people, the Family of Israel, be a year in which You open Your treasury for:
Therefore David exhorts us: WpYn \5?; ux uivg, Today! If we but N year of abundance, 3 a year of blessing, A a year of beneficial decrees fro
Ny before You, 1 a year of grain, wine, and oil» n a year of expansiveness, succes;

heed His call! ) + (Likeutei Eﬂ:os §272). - . and permanence, \a year of assembly in Your Holy Temple, va year of

T -
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