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a wonder, in you and in your_ offspring, forever,-@because you did not serve HASHEM, your God,
amid gladness and goodness of heart, when everything was abunda_nt._““ So you will serveyour
enemies whom HAsHEM will send against you, in hunger and in thirst, in nakedness and without
anything; and he will put an iron yoke on your neck, until he destroys you. 49 HASHEM:wiﬂ-rany
against you a nation from afar, from the end of the earth, as an eagle will swoop, a nation whose
language you will not understand, 3 a brazen nation that will not be respectful to the old nor
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Joy, more than any other emotion, is a universal value. Every
normal human being is joy-conscious. The people of the world in
general, and particularly of America, regardless of race, creed, or
class, are especially concerned with joy and happiness. Indeed,
much time, energy and resources are spent in pursuit of joy, and
outwardly, most people appear to be quite happy. Sports events
are well attended and entertainment in general has grown into a
huge industry. In homes all over the world, young and old laugh
while watching television shows. Réstaurants and cafes are
crowded, bars and nightclubs are teeming, and theaters and cin-
emas are popular. Everyone appears to be participating whole-
heartedly in the drive towards happiness. It does not require much &~
introspection, however, to realize that all of this joy is quite super-
ficial and that the happiness attained is not really genuine.

AL Inthe privacy of many lives there is a deep, dark gloom. To be
sure, there is merriment, joviality and external gaiety, but not joy
of the heart. How could it be otherwise in this messy and muddled
world racked with fear, distracted by suspicion and embittered by

hostility? There is much hatred and agony, misery and despair. Is
happiness possible under such circumstances? 1t is self-evident,
then, that the aforementioned external jovialities and amusements
do not stem from joy of the heart and do not coincide with the
concept of simchah, but are only an escape from the dismal reali-
ties of life as well as from ourselves.

The halachah recognizes simchah, or joy, as the antithetical
concept to hollelus, hilarity and jollity. At first glance, simchah
and hollelus seem to be identical; simchah is displayed by eating .
and drinking (see the Rambam, Hilchos Yom Tov) as hollelus
consists of eating and drinking. What, then, is the fundamental
difference between the two? The answer is that simchah stems fromz
an endeavor to approach and experience reality, while hollelus
sterfis from an endeavor to escape reality. C@{ (S -Hr |
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2 'Hannah prayed* to God, and said:

“My heart exults in God!
My triumph is from God!

I can now speak before my enemies,
for I rejoice in Your salvation!
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i'ﬁ'l‘l" bias Al will thank You™ and all will praise You — and all will
l " declare: ‘Nothing is as holy as HASHEM!",! All will exalt

You, Selah! — You Who forms everything. The God Who opens daily

the doors of the gateways of the East, and splits the windows of the

firmament,* Who remouves the sun from its nlace and the moon from
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The Vilna Gaon writes in a letter to his family, “Bear in mind,
about that which you laugh toeday you will cry tomorrow, and about
that which you cry today you will laugh tomorrow.” The Gaon was
in fact admonishing his family not to react to situations in the context
of their momentary effect but rather in the gontext of the wholeness
of a person’s existence, this world and the World-to-Come.”
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An analogy would be as follows: musi isv a deep and
wonderful example of the beauty which can be perceived in the
world. A musical experience is certainly greater than the sum .
of its parts, the individual notes which must be played to ‘
produce that music. One is moved by the totality of the music,
the interrelationship and harmony of the notes which combine
ta produce the unique quality of the music as a whole. But that
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effect is achieved by playing those individual notes — each note
must be the correct one, played at the correct time — and the
music results! One cannot produce music “as a whole” in one
single action — one can only execute each individual tiny

component faithfully and accurately; when this is carefully
done; music is the result.
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