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Who can find @ woman of valor? her worth is far beyond that of rubies.
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_ Another midrashé interprets the
entire poem as a song of praise for Sarah, portraying her not as a mere
. appendage to Abraham but as his partner in aspiration and deed.
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Her -husband. puts his confidence in her and lacks no good  thing
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* 'The Midrash* relates this verse to Sarah, whose husband always trusted-
her and was rewarded for his trust.® '
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She does him good, never bad, all the days of her life.
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‘The Midrash¢ takes this verse as referring to Rebecca, who treats Isaac
in this fashion. She is equally devoted to him whether he is in joy or in
. trouble, healthy orsick, and she does not criticize him even when she
-+ disagrees with him.” ‘
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She looks for wool and flax and sets her hand to thém with a will

n303 3py ATApE ARD W 1B pema Eym oREEY A R
=) DX mEM NRIPY N XYM 2793 nTA o 3p Ran () £p) PP e ous
D25 MoD K¥M AR DY N A% (32) Moy 238N M3 W PR1sY 15w 09

SR NIy

The Mtdrash5 connects this verse with Leah, who is portrayed as a - i
hardworkmg wife, engrosscd in caring for her children, ~who accepls her |
tasks and her fate lovingly, maintaining her cheen’u! countenance and
her desire (“hefez’) for her husband.é
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She 1s hke a merchant fleet bnngmg her food from afar.
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The Mldrash2 connects this verse wuh Rachel Her life seems to bc one ‘
of re]ectlon and dlstancmg She-is pre-empted in- marriage by her sister, : - _ u
and once married she remains ‘childless for some years: before her first |
son is born.’ But these delays do not represent real deprivation for her,
for through them she earns even greater love; and she is privileged to
give birth to joseph. He, too, is at. first sent offtoa dxstant foreign land,
but just there “from afar” he is elevated above hlS brothcrs and it is he

who feeds the entire world.?
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She rises while it is still night, and supplies provisions for her household, the daily fare of her maids l
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The. Midrash® connects this verse with Bitya, Pharaoh’s daughter, who
rescued the infant Moses from the river. As the Torah relates,¢ she goes
out to the river with her handmaidens, but it is she hersell who saves
the child and who looks after his needs. Because of this, she is not only
mentioned favorably but, as the Midrash tells us,’ is admitted to Paradise

while still alive.
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She sets her mind on an estate and acquires it; she plants vineyard by her own labors.
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The Midrashs connects this verse with Yochebed, Moses’ mother, who
tries with all her might to protect and hide her newborn son. Even when-
_she casts him adrift on the river it is so that he might live.¢ She is said
to have “[planted] a vineyard” because what she does leads to the
building up of the whole House of Istael — "for the vineyard of the Lord .

- of Hosts is the House of Israel”?
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She girds herself with strength,‘and_ pérfdrms her tasks Wifh vigor.
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This verse is connected in the Midrash 4 to Miriam fhé Prophetess, Moses’
sister. Various midrashim rélate that Miriam- predicts Moses will be the
redeemer of lsrael, and though for:a while it seems that she will be
proven wrong, she holds on determinedly to her prediction.® She is
similarly, tenacious when she: assigns hersell to. watch. over the ark of
bulrushes from a distance and when she approaches Pharaoh’s daughter
with' suggestions.¢ She is said to have bcven the prophetess who gave -

1srael the courage, strength and vigor, to endure the most difficult period
of its exile.? 9
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she sees that her business thrives; her lamp ‘never goes out & night
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The Midrash? connects this verse.to Hannah. In the temple Hannah prays
from the depths of her heart, and she is given a blessing thatis fulfilled
in the birth of a son.? However, she does not then let this deep religious
connection slip away; she consecrates her newbormn son to the divine
service. And indeed this boy, the result of her prayer and the first fruit
of her blessing, continues throughout his life to fulfill this mission.
Beginning with his initial prophecy — which comes at night, when “God's
lamp had not yet gone out"+ — he provides the leadership to deliver the
people from darkness and lead them to a brighter future.
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She sets her hands to the distat her f fngers work the spmdle '
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The Midrash? connects this verse with the biblical Yael. who brings the
 Israelites' defensive war 10 a successful conclusion by slaying Sisera, the
enemy commander, with a stake through his temple. Though she
doesn’t use a conventional weapon but simply what, as a woman, she

happens to have at hand* (much as women would ‘have a distall and
spindle at hand), she lS able to: save the lewxsh people
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~She gwes generously to the poor her hands are stretched out “to the needy
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The Midrash® connects this verse 10 the“widow (rOm’ Zarela(-, oo Sidon,
who took in the Prophet Elijah in time of famine and gave him her last
morsel of food.* This figure exemplifies- true generosity, in ‘which help is
extended to a complete stranger who comes beggmg bread. The: miracles

that befall her afterward complete the picture prcscmed herc 1ndlcatmg
that’ charuy and. kmdncss are rewarded also m this hfe ' ‘
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She is not womed lor her household because of snow for her whole household is dressed in crimson.
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In.the Midrash s this verse is connected with Rahab, who rescues Jeshua’s : g
spies and receives in retum a scarlet thread that will serve as a sign
and protect her from being looted and killed when the city is captured.$
When the great storm of invasion and conquest comes, she has no
reason to be afraid; “her household” and all its members are protected
by — *“dressed in” — crimson. in' other words, in being accorded this
protection, she is rewarded for her good deed. Moreover, according to
Rabbinic tradition,” her descendants are ultimately among the leaders
and prophets of Israel.
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She makes covers for herself her clothing is linen and purple.

AROW MDD XYW YIW N3N, MY @ B nY Aney oI . .
W0 W oA os o e wra oo e

The Midrash$ connects this verse to Bathsheba, mother of Solomon. By
approaching her husband King David the way she does, she ensures that
her son will ascend the throne and rule in great splendor, in royal “linen
and purple.” : '
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Her husband is prbminent in the gates, as he sits "a'mong_th_'e elders of the land
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The Midrash* connects this verse with Michal, the daughter of Saul and
wife of David, who saves the latters life.5 As long asﬂhc has her support
and help, David is able to succeed in the important tasks imposed upon
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She makes cloth and sells it and oﬂférs a‘gifdle o the merchant,
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This verse is .connected. in the Midrash# with the mother of Samson,
who, according to the Sages, was called Hazelalponi.s It is she who plays.
the central role in bringing this salvific hero into the world.é Her
connection with the making of cloth is by way. of Samson’s exploits, 7
for in his case even what seems like ordinary social intercourse with
foreigners becomes part of the fulfillment of a great mission.
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‘She s 'clothed with strength and splendor; she looks to the future cheerfuly

B prem menay 9 m ny , - .
‘3. %3 mng g mhya s ora mmow VAW APRW 30PN yaumR 1 pam
78 703 (ANnI D

the Midrash® this verse is connected with Elisheva, the wife of Aaron,

who in a single day sees her husband and sons put on the splendid

vestments of the priesthood and .her brother presiding as head of the

tribe but also receives news of the sons' sudden death,s Because she is

able to carry on in spite of this, it is said that “she looks to the last
" day cheerfully.”
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She opens her mouth in wisdom, and kindly teaching s on her tongue.
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" In the Midrash!. this verse is h‘nkcd “with the wise wdman of
Abel beth-maacah — identified by the Midrash with Serah, daughter of
Asher — who in her wnsdom rescued the town.2 It was her words, a .
mixture of practical suggestions (" ‘wisdom”) and poetic placauon {"kindly
teaching”) that saved the town from siege, and conquest.
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She oversees the actiiVi’ties"o( her household; and ne_vér eats the bread of idleness
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This verse is linked by the Midrash> with lhe wife of Obadiah, who, though
he was an important official in the regime.of the wicked King Ahab, remained
‘a God- fearmg person.* According to tradition his family was lmpoverlshed by'
his acts of kindness,’ yet his wife not only did not stand in his' waybiit- even
performed: similar acts herselr, ¢ following in his footstcps after his death and

teaching | her chnldren to do the same..
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Her children rise tb declare ‘hcr héppy; her husband praises her.
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This verse is connected by the Midrashs with the Shunnamite woman,

.a “great woman”¢ who also recognizes the greatness of the prophet

Elisha and takes care of him. Because of her rclanonshlp with the

prophet, he blesses her that she will bear a son, whom he afterward :
revives from the dead.” There is thus a double meaning in the words

“her children rise;” they allude to the resurrection of the son. And the

Shunnamite woman’s husband, who takes her advice, ultimately realizes

how praiseworthy she is.
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Many women have done well but you surpass them all
Grace is false, beauty is fleeting; it is for her fear of the Lord that a woman s to be praised.

Give her of the fuit of her hands, and her works shall praise her in the gates.
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In the Midrash,* this verse and those that [ollow are r‘clated to Ruth. of
her- it is said“that “all the elders of the town know: you are a..Wbm_an

of valor,"s a fitting encomium. Ruth's story is riot only one of personal

success or even of historic significance, her being the progenitor of the

Israelite royal line. She is a ﬁ'gurc of perfect character as well, and it is

her dedication and love, her grace and modesty, that'accc_Sunt for her
worldly attainments, '

In the Midrashs this verse isvsaid' to be a continuation. of the praisé‘o,r
Ruth, for though she is the daughter of a king, she leaves the wealth
and beauty of her native environment behind in order to go with Naomi
to another land, where she can leamn to revere God. It is for this that
she is praised.s |

“The Midrash," which connects this Verse as well 10 ruth, stresses the
merit she earns through the “fruit of her hands” and "her works” the
merit of giving rise to a great dynasty, to the heroism and poetry of
David, the wisdom of Solomon, and the perfEction of the Messiah. These
fruits are better than any praise.?
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