As noted before, Joseph knew that his dreams were
prophecies that had to be fulfilled, and he knew that he had
*0 do all in his power to bring about that result. This is why
the Torah stresses that when he saw them he remembered
the dreams. He aiso knew that the two dreams had to be
fulfilled in sequence, the first and then the second. So far.
ten brothers had bowed, but his first dream called for aii
eleven; therefore, he had to engineer Benjamin's appear-
ance with the brothers, and only then could Jacob come. for
the fulfiliment of the second dream. Were it not for his
obligation to carry out the dreams, Joseph would never have
allowed his father to languish for so many years without
knowing that his beloved Joseph was alive. [The Midrash,
however, explains that Joseph kept the secret from Jacob
because of the oath imposed by the brothers.] And he would
have been guilty of a serious sin in inflicting anxiety on
Jacob, first by sending his brothers home without Simeon
and then by demanding that Benjamin be brought to him.
Similarly, the anxiety Joseph later inflicted upon them bv
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hiding the goblet in Benjamin's sack was for the sole pur-
pose of testing their love for Benjamin before allowing him
to travel with them (Ramban).
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17 Joseph had them placed under arrest for three days. '* On the third day,
Joseph said to them, “If you do as 1 say, you will live. I fear the God. * We will
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see if you are really being candid One of you will be held hostage in the same
building where you were kept under arrest. The rest can go and bring supplies
to your hungry families. 20 Bring your youngest brother here, and your claim
will be substantiated. Then you will not die.”
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To Judah, however, Joseph's answer made it apparent I b}! Y051 Y

. i i

that this was not a Divine punishment for their former sins
or_else all of them would have been enslaved. It was either
the viceroy's capriciousness, or the result of some sin of
Beniamin. Therefore, from this point on, Judah began exer- -
cising his responsibility to do whatever he could for Ben-

)

oy
16 So Judah'said, “What can we say to my lord? How can we speak? And how can we justify
ourselves? God has uncovered the sin of your servants. Here we are: We are ready to be slaves
to my lord — both we and the one in whose hand the goblet was found.”
17 But he replied, “It would be sacrilegious for me to do this. The man in whose possession
the goblet was found, only he shall be my slave, and as for you — go up in peace to your

father.” .
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Why did Joseph arrest his brothers for three days? What were his intentions? The Rav

believed that the answer lies in an integral precept of n3wn. Basically, no sinner can obtain

expiation (n195) without first paying a debt to G-d.

OUN YTOM NN 7V ORI

denominated this as Ypwnd Nawn (i.e. a payment in pain, commensurate with the joy derived

Jfrom the ~vn). The sinner must weigh the joy derived from the sin, and devise a method, by

which

he inflicts pain on himself, to such a degree, that the resulting pain outweighs the joy

obtained from the sin. This concept is predicated on the premise that the sinner owes a debt to

G-d to the extent of the pleasure derived from the sin, and that he must repay that debt by

experiencing the same degree of pain: There is no N2> unless this debt is repaid. -The "3

np1In talks of Ypunn nAwn in radical terms, and suggests that the sinner take upon himself a

way of life which will be a source of excruciating pain. The sinner repays G-d, with s, for -

his ill begotten pleasure.

15

For example, G-d wanted a Y3 from Abraham. Abraham offered a ram to G-d

instead of his son - w3 nnn Ny WM. This method of n2wn is based upon pNY2 MM *

3 ann.

G-d accepted a substitute for the \17p. Similarly, the Ramban notes, that when the

sinner sees his nxvn 139p bumning on the NI, then the sinner must recognize that he should

be treated in the same manner. He deserves to be burnt, just as the 13p, in punishment for his

_sins. _But, G-d Yonn3, accepts a substitute payment of a y19p. This is called nawn by

(5

(371 TOU) I YUY N .:[f

Do this nawnand you shall live.

If you regard your incarceration as 1193, as a means of substitution, of making a symbolic

payment, of three days,

for your sin in imprisoning Joseph for twenty years, then ¥ - you

will live and be expiated. This was the principle of substitution - 13 AN nwY oy, The

brothers immediately recognized this, and said:

e

And they said one to another, ‘We are surely guilty
concerning our brother, for we saw the distress of his
soul when he beseeched us, and we would not listen,
therefore has this distress come upon us. And Reuben
answered them saying, ‘Did I not say to you, “Sin

not against the child,” and you would not listen; and
now indeed is his blood sought

1"

Most Rishonim, as well as the 30 ow Yva and the N, disagree with Ypwon nawn,

They concede that the concept is correct, and that the sinner cenainl;‘owes G-d a debt for the

joy that he derived from his illicit activity. However, they quote the Ramb kimroductian [

Vayikra), who explains that nawn presupposes an element of substitution. nawn_is b:

the nn ov. _The Torah does not use the word oYp9N with respect to MNP ; it only uses ow

mmn. The reason is that 9-N reflects y7 and judgment, which, by definition, , precludes G-d

_from accepting nawn. From the viewpoint of strict JUSTICE, derived from 9-N, man who

sins, must be punished in full for his sins, and-must experience pain in an amount

commensurate with his illicit pleasure.

3 rawn can,_however, be obtained through the ow of nn, which denotes oamt

Through n"n bv, G-d forgoes payment of the full debt. G-d recognizes that complete nawn

is too difficult for mortal man. Therefore, G-d settles for payment of lessAth the entire debt,

just as the creditors of an impending bankrupt, settle for a lesser amount than what is owed. A

H This is what Joseph did to his brothers. _The brothers sold Joseph as a slave. The

penalty for kidnapping and selling into slavery is death - RV MK 171901 eon M. Joseph said

that he would be satisfied, as far as 19 is concerned, with a token payment, of their being

_arrested for three days, and that this would expiate their having imprisoned Joseph for over

twenty years. Abraham had taught us not to ask for Ypwon nawn. He taught that the 2y of

fwn need not always be commensurate with the joy of the nun, and n2wn need not be

implemented in the same manner as the non. Joseph applied the method of w3 nnn,

substitution, in order to accelerate his brothers' 019, He said:

|7 Shabbat Surien - R Millo

4TS T ST avapn be ovmm b
‘All the measures of God are measure for measure’ is a
principle stressed by our Sages.” While we cannot always
understand God’s reasons for chastising us, we must at least
examine the nature of the distress that has been brought upon
us_in order to see if we can find a clue as to some past sin

that has come home to roost, and on finding such a sin, we
must endeavour to remedy it.

If we examine Joseph’s behaviour towards his brothers
before he finally revealed himself to them, we see that he is
..prompting them at each stage to remember some part of their
ill-treatment of him. They threw him into a pit, and.now they
are thrown into a pit.”> They accused him of slandering them
before their father, and now they are slanderously accused
of spying® They gave him over into Egyptian slavery, and
now they themselves had to say to the Viceroy of Egypt,
‘We _are slaves to our master’.’ They ignored their father’s
suffering when they sold Joseph, and now Judah had to
defend Benjamin with the plea ‘How can I go up to my
father, when the lad is not with me, and see the misery that
will come upon my father’.8
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What was the o>vawn non? The Rav explained that their Non consisted of their

failure to appreciate the 'n y7on, which were bestowed upon them. - Man does not appreciate

G-d's kindness to him. The greatest blessing which G-d can bestow upon man is:

LN 03 ONX NIV DY 7193 IV 73 NI

How sweet and wonderful it is when brothers dwell together.

Though this Pasuk referred originally to Moses and Aaron, it has universal applicability. The

-love and cooperation of brothers lies at the very root of the emergence of SNw» N3, The

original YN noY) represented a community consisting of twelve people, and, conversely,

this twelve person community was the frame of reference of the YNw» Ny, This community

! _of twelve should never have been split, and its integrity should not have been affected. Had

__love and peace prevailed among the brothers, the now would have occurred much earlier, and

the community would have been realized in a very different manner. Had the brothers not

quarreled, Jewish destiny would have been implemented differently. The alienation of Joseph,

<3 The q9u» n1an was not an individual, single event, which occurred only once at a

particular time. It is more than that. The 99» NPon continues to influence Jewish history by

_implanting divisiveness among Jews, and stifling the growth of the x> nuY. As aroot of
that event, we find a simple unawareness and lack of sensitivity on the part of the hrothers

‘ which ultimately led to the qow nPam. This type of callousness continues to plague the ¥

Jewish people.

18 . 13 t
12 (Joseph’s] brothers left to tend their father’s sheep in Shechem.* ** Israel
said to Joseph, “I believe® your brothers are keeping the sheep in Shechem. I
would like you to go to them.”

“I'm ready,” replied {Josephl. '

4 “Then see how your brothers and the sheep are doing,” said (Israel].
“Bring me a report.” o

(israel] thus sent him from the Hebron valley, and {Joseph] arrived in
Shechem. !5 A stranger*® found him blundering about in the fields. “What are
you looking for?” asked the stranger.

16 “I'm looking for my brothers,” replied [Joseph]. **Perhaps you can tell
me where they are tending the sheep.”

17 “They already left this area,” said the man. “I heard them planning to

go to Dothan*”’

Joseph went after his brothers and found them in Dothan. !* They saw him

in the distance, and before he reached them, they were plotting to kill him.
19 “Here comes the dreamer!” they said to one another.* *“Now we have
«the chance! Let’s kill him and throw him into one of the wells. We can say that

a wild beast ate him. Then let’s see what will become of his dreams!”

# Reuben heard these words and tried to rescue {Joseph]. “Let’s not kill

him!” he said.

# Reuben tried to reason with his brothers. “‘Don’t commit bloodshed.
You can throw him into this well* in the desert, and you won’t have to lay a
hand on him.” His plan was to rescue [Joseph] from [his brothers] and bring
him back to his father.

8 When Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of the long color-
ful coat that he was wearing. 2* They took* him and threw him into the well.
The well was empty; there was no water in it.

# The [brothers] sat down and ate a meal. When they looked up, they saw
an Arab® caravan coming from Gilead.* The camels were carrying gum,” bal-
sam,” and resin,” transporting them to Egypt.

%6 Judabh said to his brothers, ‘‘What will we gain if we kill our brother and
cover his blood ? 27 Let’s sell him to the Arabs and not harm him with our own
hands. After-all, he's our brother, our own flesh and blood.” His brothers
agreed.
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Anyone who knows the story of Chankah, knows also that, following the Hasmonean
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victory, the entire YN nDyd underwent a vast transformation vis a vis their relationship with

G-d and Torah. Prior to this victory, the relationship between G-d and the Jews was tenuous.

Hundreds of thousands of Jews became Hellenists, to such an extent, that they defiled the
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Temple, and the like. After the Hasmonean victory, and after the miracle of the Menorah,

things changed drastically. Jews began to believe in YN nn3, observe the Mitzvos, etc.
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* The xom 'm0 on Chanukah is, thus, not so much directed at the miracle of the
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The flames of the menorah are small and silent. P Lena e

On the first night of Chanukah we light one candle, one 33

flame. Small and silent. We walk into the room and we barely In many ways the Jewish home ana e Jewish family are
notice its presence. It’s there but it's very subtle. Like our souls, central to Chanukah. The revolt against the Greeks was spear-
the flame is there but it is very, very subtle. headed by a family, the Hasmoneans, Another family, Chanah

As we hurtle through a thousand things that fill our days and her seven sons (all of whom gave their lives rather than
with noise and confusion and countless loose ends, it's very denying their devotion to God), stand as the ultimate symbol of

3o

easy to lose track of our souls. There’s just too much going on. dedication to Judaism. According to Jewish law, one should
There ‘are family obligations, kids, school, the office, dating, always try to light the menorah when the entire family is
vacations, the six o’clock news, the fortunes of our favorite gathered together. The Talmudic terminology for the obligation
teams, making dinner, reading our E-mail, getting the car fixed, to light the menorah on Chanukah is ner ish u’bayso, “one candle
returning overdue books, returning calls, paying the bills and for each man and his household,” ,

surfing the Web. And amidst all of this we're supposed to - % _

remember that each of us has a soul? That deep down there is ¥nIr "M _nnEWYa MY 5 15 Smn a7 Pn_oMmy y

an inner essence that also wants and needs a bit of attention? 10" :nORWN %Y 7Y &Y 1T AT YaR MY MRV RYY 79 DTN
That there is a part of us that wants to do more than tasks and "1 2NRWM IR3N 93 IR V1Y PO A"aPn 1N - VIY IR P 'n

errands; that longs to touch a bit of the infinite, the luminous, “_H:’w ’;’m" NIV _,QVITPA NR 15 1NN N"2pn NN 7DRaM MmN
the Drecios nd the divine in our lives? But how? 7122 oMR T12Y nYxean Z,O7INR DIVIRAY RN N MRS Dy
MI70nY WTPA DYWIND Y TINAY NINIY NRN <R 9993 NN

The answer is by taking one small spiritual step at a time.

- The answer can be found in lighting the Chanukah menorah.

Each night of lighting is an opportunity to nurture our souls by
introducing an element of inspiration into our lives. The flames
we light on the menorah possess the ability to resonate with our
own inner flames—to kindle and fan the flames of our souls.
We know that life makes all sorts of demands on us, but
deep down, we all sense that there are certain intangibles that
represent the essence, the soul of our lives. The lighting of the
menorah creates a new space in our lives. A space where we
can, for a while, divest ourselves of everything else that tugs at

us and focus on the “deep down” of life. Who we truly are—_i<

deep down. Who we want to be—deep down. What we want to
do with this brief time we call life, what we want to stand for
and what we want to do—deep down.
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