ChanukRa: {llacarity and fudacity
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The overall vessel which contains the rest of Creation is
time. This medium of time is_not monotonous and
one-dimensional; it flows i ich have pulsations of
energy. These cycles correspond exactly to the various
energy-levels we have mentioned in the human dimensijon, or
rather, they constitute the framework or container ofthehuman
dimension; we exist within time and resonate wi it. If we can
learn to feel the flow of these time-cycles we can “tune” our

spiritual energy appropriately ify.i abl our‘
spiritual growth.

—p Put more clearly, each moment is charged with the energy
to help us achieve what we need to achieve a¢ that moment; time
is not the passive matrix on which we imprint our actions, it is
the energy source for those actions.
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23] Judah b. Tema said:
Be bold as a leopard, light
as an eagle, swift as a deer,
and strong as a lion, to do
the will of your Father
who is in heaven. He used
to say: The brazen-faced
is headed for Gehinnom

(purgatory); and the
shamefaced, for the Gar-
den of Eden (paradise).
May it be Thy will, O
Lord our God and God
of our fathers, that the
Temple be rebuilt speedily

in our days, and grant us our portion
in Thy Torah.
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| “Betzalel shall thus do all that God commanded, along with Oholiav and
every other skilled individual, to whom God has granted the wisdom' and
understanding to know how to do all the work necessary for the sacred wask.”
* Moses summoned Betzalel, Oholiav, and all the other skilled individuals
upon whom God had bestowed a nacural talent, all who volunteered to dedi-
*cate themselves to completing the task. 3 In Moses' presence, they took the
entire donation that the Israclites had brought to complete the work on the
sacred task. .
Meanwhile, {the Israelites}* were bringing more gifts each morning. ¢ All
in the sacred work {left] the work® they were doing,
and came [to Moses]. * Th <aid to Moses, “The people are bringin much
more than is needed for the work that God co ded to do.”
¢ Moses gave orders to make an announcement in the camp, “Let no man
or woman bring any more material® for the sacred offering.”
The people stopped bringing, * but the materials were more than enough
for all the work that had to be done.
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E HAVE ALREADY explained that the observance
of Holy Days is much more than a pious remem-
brance of past events. It would be truer to say that
on each festival we return to the original spiritual
content of the day — to the sanctity of time which
is made available to us now as it was then. My
teacher and master, Rabbi Tzvi Hirsch Broide of
: Kelm, used to say that instead of seeing ourselves
as stationary, with time passing by us, we should see ourselves
as engaged on a cyclic journey through time. For example, the
first Shabbat established, so to speak, a “station” in time whose
name is “Shabbat.” Each week we reach that same “station”
— the very same rich spiritual ore which characterized the
first Shabbat.

And it is the same with the Festivals. Each year on Pesah,
one returns to the “station” of the redemption from Egypt. At
this season it becomes possible to relive in a spiritual sense
the experience of “freedom granted by God.” It is in reality
“the time of our freedom.”l
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There are, in addition, many rationales that a person uses to
buttress and reinforce his laziness. The most common pretext to
exempt oneseif from fulfilling his obligations is the excuse that one
lacks the requisite abilities to properly carry out one’s tasks in life.

Ramban is perhaps the best rejoinder.
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And they came, everyone whose heart stirred him up.
None of fthose who came] had learned the craftsman-
ship from a teacher nor had trained himself. But he
discovered within himself the ability to do so. His heart
stirred him up in the ways of Hashem to come before
Moshe and declare, "I will do whatever my Master
commands” (Shemos 35:21), '

Building the Mishkan required great skills and craftsmanshi
skills which these volunteers did not possess. Yet, since they m;gp

determined to fulfill Hashem’s command and exerted themselves to
Moshe’s instructions, they succeeded in building jt. This holds_i,

true for every spiri eavor; supposed inability does not excuse
anyone from any undertaking. If a person but gives his utmost he
will succeed.
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) A person’s nature exercises a strong downward pull upon
him. This is so because the grossness which characterizes the
substance of earthiness keeps a man from desiring exertion
and labor. One who wishes, therefore, 10 attain to the service
of the Creator, may His Name be blessed, must strengthen
himself against his nature and be zealous. If he leaves
himself in the hands of his downward-puiling nature, there
is no question that he will not succeed. As the Tanna says
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AFTER WATCHFULNESS comes Zeal, Watchfulness pertaining
to the negative commandments and Zeal to the positive,
‘in accordance with the idea of “Depart from evil and do
good (Psalms 34:15).” *Zeal.” as the name implies, signities
alacrity in the pursuit and fulfillment of mitzvoth. As ex-

pressed by our Sages of blessed memory (Pesachim 1a), “Tl.le
zealous advance the! towards mitzvoth.” That is,
just as it _requires ipence and much foresight to

save oneself from the snares of the evil inclination_and to
escape from evil so that it does not come to rule us and

* intryde itsell into_our deeds, so does it require great intelli-
snce and foresi « hold of mitzvoth, to acquire them

for ourselves t to lose them. For just as the evil
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inclination attempts, with the devices at its command, to

cast a man into the nets of sin, 50 does it seek to prevent him
from performing mitzvoth, and to leave Him devoid of them.
If 2 man weakens and is lazy and does not strengthen himself
L to pursﬁe mitzvoth and to hold onto them, he will certainly

lack them.

' R0
,J2UnT NIRYA DR 13 923w 39 YY vHo33 avah ow arapn 1R

VR MYNKRD " 73 WP A IR v pRamenn v wipsi nowna
M0 Y A IRa% WhY DRT 1ARY Y5 ORI NIV 1PN NG N

STTRD DRIDURR YR NYITYY IR DM IYTIAY: I VI

N TR PV N3 Y ORY X3D (aan mabn w™) nran 2\

" MW ... TTAYT AR YbaY YRR AR 1D Y ,nava swnnw by

Y WRT ~EIBWR Y3 MY 1IBY ... TR NPYI ... TRRR Yu3Y
0TpRR NMAY Y3 Trn: YRR nngmy amn fpal vionrenn

7 NTIAYYY TPom .WTpRaw ‘R ATAY3 §MAoR MYwIng anvn oY navon¥

T MPY M PR WK1 PYI0R MTA0T DY ARaNm e s
wnys 5% /7 Ay Ywrab NEMon TTRI 19T IWAN MYTINR X0
wipsn hva_nhmay nx Yuab onrs T3 o nmwn i aTe I ars

o
—

TNM ,IBEY WA T DY 12w PR "D NYORTE M3

J30N AIDM R YD AYIVD K1 MPILT ATR PIPY 0TY UK 1M
nYon~1 Y0 NI LOYNHT Yy Yxww YT THn MY oMY WA B3 hynw
00" MWYY DIRT AR 37AY WK 31 ¢ 70 KW YOI WY M ,"0N°
UNRR WNT DDA 3T KW D IR WA T Y3 2R 1AW nrab "
obapns MR IR 10T DU¥DRAD O°PINON VK WK ,FIOA IR TEnY
~.mbEYn . vay AR MY 007 YNh oomvEn MYt XNY™O

(¥

-,¥307 5y n1annn K1 DI nbyn pipb 0wam vmwa :moob

72UP2 PWRY RIN D MPAR_ INTYIN mbvanan n7wn Pnb 1w
/0 omayy
),15WN3W 1 NTIAYY M (3WAT IR M AR 89 1R Y W

WY I DN PN R — amn 12UR7 NR 932 b oo™y v on
MZARNAY T3 1HYD1 TI¥° NRT NIR /77T NIV DN DPRORG DR —

JbnY bypa

AP 719 1212 PDWHT DR 19 7T RYDIN

oURs Y 71 OO ,AMAYT YY owDl ToaY aMwna TnwS AN XX nanve ann xb [DWHT NPwYa MY 3T Y nmkbe ke b

mbwanm mbxp PR oXLM DYR (O ,A73) T A TR 1R
TP*Dm fwna (oY Avwn Yx mbuanm IR Y AN 0IND DY
MY'ona onPHSY NR 1PEP31 OBy YY TIRINM WIMAw M3 T _oxvn?

190UnT npRb MR MonD ,ORYY D3 JIUN IR M TR o
Amay 19aY yavn Yea xn mema N MR Pon 13 i mehaw

Jmon Y% mipvbwa maxa wra pnye Yw nTn o3 amn MR w0

nPUANAN ROAD (P21 oD 9Y AMayn nawn jya’ mnb wnn wel
ROMA PPN Y 12 0pnR I D50 YW ORLA TN NN DR
.0nman O Yy om

AN YYY MoRDY ,0wan o R Mpnm ,0nY MR N oI 3R
nppn 9"2wa % N 0 DWn NPT DAY YR 90 7 mbuanam
M AR LN PR Yw Im) DT IR 17,9393 noum (Dwon

-2,1nnpn NY3 TaRYR3 DR %0 non Yo

LA

KR N¥M vipp 1K ,¥0p°0032 Y7IMRY Y05 775 mbwnnw xem
07 ,12057 N3 YD oI 13 YPTITY N MR 1nbYD) oY nYuow
amybanna nebwh yaaY 0w R9RD NP NKY BRNDVAY 10T MIYY
2h033 71733 oYR IR oMM T YR

S TRIIDAR PRy IRD” (O ,XNP'OD) T2 Y¥ Y vaxw oo XM
W30 NPT nbE MR DR NTWR 13 ¥ap ,100AR NMI3 903 hya 1900
SIDNNT Y VIR NONNY 19T IMBBY 1Y ,MMTY TR obnya

A
WM L"0AN OB DRNDTNR 1P DAYY oMINIT MO oIk

"IN _JAT3” TUAN 202 Y3Dh ownh uk ooy ,o'Ran MY omix
UR DPNND DPINND UK WK ,PANAY DONE WK 1ava W00 KoK
J3vnn nbynb My ,mbyan n™ipa anb¥av) XBT KNY™OY oo
1 AMAY3 pInnna T Y3 K98 2% Y9aY 71 omex omaTR PR
%tm:n 8™wpR 93 %Y 12anaY A I Y0 Yapn T waw by T2anm

I 37 30 03 IR .0U0VTP ONAR M3 MY NINTD KDY KNYTD O
31 »1373 oramb oA Nk Non oM ,BNTYIPY AONAR > ndID N
0 owripn o'n nvmon 23p% pinnab Wby v nnnw Yo v
DRIDDNN *WYN2 NN Y DRN AT BRI RYYINT AR oun
2y amwra nevon onb Yan yavh Yyn n amayy wmm xpanm
MIPOR2 TITIN PINNI — 19RA 0%3 UID2 — UK O O7IR TN YA
FavY Yy narm XowT ’NY7OY 5% Y 1 ATaYY Yava by “2annb

' CLR3
Y pIn w3 UTY Axaw yaa Yy nmanam mews nbyn
XY ,rY05 n7o3 wipnn DX wnn Tun? a7 %Y 10w 1y oRnswnn
WOV 133 [WHT M3 IWPUIY NI TID NnE KYX 093k Annn -
@0 I TR DOPPTEY MMM MATYIR 992 93 °3 19033 71733 BNoXdn
T3 _APR ,Abynn DY TR D131 A1 TATD 19N ,0%0¥3 Wwon
b Y mIND JIRDY DV L0RAT NTNTY NATPY nYpwn XN XOR

™ 2 YovID mbyan %3 AR *van nbyon IR 0%3pD PR KM3 .TAYI
Thowb MR TMYY PIZw o2 MWD 01T 323 XL 0¥ MAMP 1393
PoREM MYINDNT DR VIED LTI DR WRD PR AR KA T1avn
[m31n ¥ro 1Y nunm M mox 13 xon 900 mbyan nx wonb
nbyn HRIL 0YI AYIWI RPN [OVBT NI Y 81 P Mo Y
DRNADAR SPY0D 773 — (BT 0IpRn — Dpa? Twpa LIba MPMR
AR 13 1Y LAewn (Yab MPTD oyav Yy 110Inm ows) Mopw vy
713 19™NoN ,PY0D 7733 M AR'WYN [3WAR 133 IYPYITY M nYvn
9ynT OTMY 19 79N bY AT NMAN2 MrNn nbyna mpvhwh yand

—.r002 1753 WAL NAR TN 2w




&('eic.f Foan SIM) - g,,f\rm '(Y 3
Efficiency, speed, the wish to lose no time, betoken enthusiasm and
the heart’s eagerness. And this quality is most important, for it is con-
tagious; the pious man who moves swiftly, surely, and happily to do his mitz-
voth carries others along with his infectious cheer. It is told that when R.
Israel Salanter saw a railroad train in action for the very first time, he watched

carefully how the fuel-burning car in front pulled the twenty cars that fol-

lowed. Then he exclaimed: “This is just like human beings: one with heat
and fervor can pull along many cold ones!”
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One should not kindle the Chanukah lights before the sun
has finished setting and should be careful that there is
enough oil to last until there are no more feet in the market-

place.
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Shulchan Aruch, Code of Jewish Living
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When we look at the phrase “until there are no more feet
in the marketplace” in Hebrew, we discover something very
interesting. The Hebrew word for “no more,” tichle, also means
eradicate, and the Hebrew word for “feet,” regel, is also the root
of the Hebrew word for “routine,” regelut. With this in mind, we

can now read the phrase as follows: reful that there is
enough oil to last until the routine caused by the marketplace
has been eradicated.” What we have discovered is that hidden
within the words that tell us how long our menorahs need to
burn is an allusion to another spiritual dimension of Chanukah.
Until the routine caused by the marketplace has been eradicated.

The marketplace is where the rhythm of everyday living is
- PP ; 4

monotony. We get up, read the paper, go to work, have lunch,
go back to work, go home, run to the dry
cleaner, the supermarket and the video
store, watch television, go to sleep, get
up, read the paper a: s over
and over and over again until our lives
become little more than moving from

¥

one all-too-familiar routine to the next.
And then comes Chanukah and the

lighting of the menorah.
316 Within the lights of the Chanukah menorah is a spiritual
energy that is able to help us reconnect with that which is
inspiring and uplifting _in life. Chanukah is a time for
_innovation. It is a time to break free of routine and introduce a
sense of freshness into life. But how can we do this? The answer

is one part effort and one part inspiration om above.

31 & 7he “narketplace” has an insidious way of replacing that
which is able to illuminate our lives with the hazy clouds of
routine. Chanukah is a time of war and the battlefront is the

marketplace. When, during Chanukah, one strives to reconnect
with even one thing that <an provide a deep sense of meaning,
inspiration and aliveness, then the power of the Chanukah

lights can step in and do its part. As we seek inspiration, we will

be inspired. As we reach for meaning, we will find that oppor-
ight i nt of us; and as we yearn to dispel the
darkness bred by routine, we will discover that we are
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The portion of the T i S
of Chanukah concerns the gifts offered by the Nesi'im
(pringes). For at the time of the dedication of the altar, it was
they who brought the very first sacrifices, in the wilderness.

to be the very first on this subsequent occasion. However,
Moses was unwilling to accept their offerings, countering

with the contention that they had notbeen .

surrounded by sources of light that are just waiting for us to
reach out and grasp them. '

_at all. He felt it constituted insolence on their part to make

their gifts directly to the Almighty wi iti

to act in this manner. Yet, God did accept their offerings

because of the profound outpouring of love which He felt for
{them and His recognition that their brazenness stemmed from
their love of service to Him.
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The Nesi 'im acted without any command at all, entirely

on their own initiative, simply undeterrable due to the strength

of their desire to make a contribution. It is impossible to

imagine more contrasting character traits than those demon-

strated by the Nesi ’im and by Aaron — brazenness and shame!
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The book of Daniel contains a description of a strange
dream. Four large beasts are seen issuing from the sea, each
animal differing in appearance. The third animal to emerge is

described as a 2, a tiger or leopard, possessing four wings.™

Rav Sa’adyah Gaon' points out that this animal symbolizes
the kingdom of Yavan (Greece) for they enacted decrees with

great alacrity. The tiger or leopard is noted for its incredible

speed.

o1 195 Sepy Dwwh pdn P> ONUTR

¥730 DUBD DS MBI PILT PIImE
09133 419 o 1epd HI9 197 DILN PnKp
mabp o ven P ph w5 oo 3D
M DITO 200N MY PIKE BB  pvdE

23150 50 DY 1P DY D53 9P D BIPD

OV 0 PYI B P . 1130 [IPN 1197

P 6 .o BTN P3 pID3 119) pibn
1o 5% p'pov 1H 0 BSE DD WTM OVEn
N PND. B0 OWBD DS HAN.

35" The outstanding quality of this animal is rm, brazenness.

There s a similar trait to be found within the realm of spiritual life,
as we are told in the Mishnah: CAWI® TR (151 MoyY.. m 19 2!
In orderto perform the Will of the Almighty, one must possess
the leopard’s (or tiger’s) strength of resolve and brazenness.
The Syrian-Greeks possessed and utilized this selfsame qual-
ity of strength for impurity, and to prevent Israel from observ-

ing Torah arid mitzvoth. 1t is a well-known principle that to

whichever country of exile Israel are sent, it is for the charac-

teristic of that nation that they are required to find a correc-

ﬁ&z_’_ln our case, Israel were subjugated by the
Syrian-Greeks, whose overriding quality was that of brazen-
ness. The corrective measure needed by Israel to combat this
oppression was that of strength of will and determination.
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Furthermore, if we possess a quality collectively which ~ ° L Eics Aom Sinat- R Bucim. ¢4 2°
we do not utilize, that selfsame potential is adopted by our If the Torah asks specific deeds in observance of sacred rituals and

enemies and used against us. For example, should we lack laws, the authentic, observant Jew must have such boldness and courage. The

determination and strength in the spiritual sphere, the strength quality has been indispensable for our people ever since exile began. Into

. A - . ! land after Iand, town after town, amid eyes that watched with suspicion and
of corruption and impurity will prevail over us. However, hostility, our forebears brought the Torah and its mitzvorh. Sabbapth candles

when we are prepared to make sacrifices and exert ourselves were iit, matzoth were baked, the shofar sounde 3; day Tn and day ouf the
to the ultimate in that particular area, the strength of our prayers were chanted. On the ships that brought our parents and grand-
enemies is neutralized. u ' : ‘

° Toed - pge 2

The Hasmoneans provide us with an apt em.b(.)dlment df It takes boldness. It takes courage, when the afternoon has moved
this hypothesis. Their greatness lay in their willingness to close to evening, to choose an unobtrusive corner in a crowded subway sta-
deploy the characteristics of strength and fortitude to the _tion, or a public telephone booth, for minkah, afternoon worship. It was R.
utmost, even in situations where it might have seemed almost oot ' ;

) laughable or even impudent to make the attempt. They had to

be brazen.
- Y Td - e S
The commentary Yen L’vanon notes that the word az_(bold) also
implies a constancy and intensity that ultimately prevail. In the imagery of

Solomon, “love is as strong (az) as death”:%%® death constantly encroaches,

th.rough_ a lifetime of aging, until by sheer intensity and perseverance it -
triumphs. .So_should our love be for our Creator—the love we express ——
through the Torah and its mitzvoth: so constant, intense, persistent, that it

must prevail against all obstacles.
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Shechem, the son of Chamor, seeing her, conceived aliking for
her and wished passionately to marry her. On approaching her
brothers, he was told that he would be allowed to do so only if
the entire population would be prepared to undergo circumci-
sion. We are told in the Scriptures that Shechem evinced no
reluctance in complying with this request, so strong was his
desire to marry Dinah. In fact, this act entailed endangering his
entire people, and, indeed, subsequent to carrying out circum-
cision they were all slaughtered by the two brothers of Dinah.

The request itself entailed considerable brazenness on the part

of Shechem.

3 The Midrash in connection with the above episode makes
reference to three categories of ‘love’’ with respect to the love
that prompted Shechem tomake thisrequest to his people.
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Rabbi Levi states that with. three expressions of love .

God'’s love for Israel can be described: with cleaving,

with longing and with desire.’ -

The three categories of “‘love” in the parashah dealing with
Shechem are represented by three expressions: “‘and his sou]

cleaved,” “‘my son’s soul longs for your daughter,” “for he
desired the daughter of Jacob.”” These varying forms of “‘love”’

are to be found in references which describe the feelings of
Shechem towards Dinah. What possible teaching can we

derivefrom thisin our own daily lives? .
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Lf‘f Rabbi Simchah Zissel™ states that the Torah never asks a

person to behave like an angel, but simply to be and act as a
human being. The story of Shechem, he continues, is recorded
to illustrate the enormous forces which can be unleashed in a
human being by a longing conceived in the heart. Otherwise,
how can one explain rationally the willingness of any lc?ader
of any nation to impose the conditions which Shechem didon
his entire people? He managed to persuade them to undergp
a painful operation and, further, to endanger not only their
own lives but the whole future of the nation, simply because
he wished to marry a ““particular girl.” If only, Rabbi Simchah

Zissel concludes, we were able to translate this strength of

resolve into our performance of God’s commandments!

Actually, this is the manner in which, ideally, we should
seek to do God’s will, allowing no obstacles to hinder us and
being willing to carry out that which is seemingly impossible.
This, then, is the inspiring lesson which we ought to derive
from a study of the incident of Shechem and Dinah.

.

%S
In conclusion, it is worth committing to memory Rabbi
- Simchah Zissel’s citation of how strong and enthusiastic the
desire to perform God’s commandments should ideally be

«within the individual. All too often, we neglect to perform
certain duties in our service of God, claiming that the diffi-
culties involved in carrying them out are simply too great to
overcome. Yet, by the “yardstick” of “‘admitting no obsta-
cles” in the attainment of our strongest and most overwhelm-
ing desires, no difficulties should ever prove too great ir
pursuing the z'tainment of our spiritual ambitions!
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