* The Grand Finale
Parasha Chayei Sarah
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1Q arah’s lifetime was one hundred years, twenty years, and seven years; the years of
Sarah's life. 2 Sarah died in Kiriath-arba which is Hebron in the land of Canaan; and.

Abraham came to eulogize Sarah and to bewail her. 3 Abraham rose up from the presence of

his dead, and spoke to the children of Heth,

saying: 4 “l am an alien and a resident among you;

grant me an estate for a burial site with you, that | may bury my dead from before me.”

5 And the children of Heth answered Abraham, saying to him: ¢ “Hear us, my lord: You are
a prince of God in our midst; in the choicest of our burial places bury your dead, any of us will
not withhold his burial place from you, from burying your dead. "

7 Then Abraham rose up and bowed down to the members of the council, to the children of

Heth. & He spoke to them saying: “If it is truly your will to bury my dead from before me, heed

me, and intercede for me with Ephron son of Zohar. ? Let him grant me the Cave of Machpelah
which is his, on the edge of his field; let him grant it to me for its full price, in your midst, as an

estate for a burial site.”
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The Sages teach that the narratives of Sarah's death and
the Akeidah follow one another to indicate that she died as
a Tesult of that event, She was told by Satan that Abraham

fad actually slaughtered Isaac, and she cried out in griefand
died (Targum Yonasan). This explains why Abraham and
Isaac were not present at her death.

The foremost distinguishing characteristic bestowed upon
man _is_his Divine image, his tzelem Elohim, which denotes

particular qualitative endowments, such as a e
will, and intellect. Man partakes of these attributes within
human limitations, while God’s representation of these qualities
is absolute. Maimonides embodied man’s likeness to God pri-
marily in terms of his intellect (Guide 1:1). This Divine gift was
given to both men and women. ‘‘And God created man with His
image. In the image of God, He created him; and female

«# He created them” (Gen. 1:27).7 In their spiritual natures, they

were equally worthy. , o
Two humans were created who differ from each other meta-

physically, not only physiologically, even as they both partake
of Divine qualities. This contradicts the perverse notion that
Judaism regards woman as being inferior to man. It also cuts
away another false notion that there is no distinction between
them in terms of their spiritual personalities. Two sexes were

formed not only for propagative purposes, but they constitute

existential originals. They differ in their psychical natures.

4 Yet, even as we recognize metaphysical differences. we insist
that they do not differ axiologically, as regards their worthiness
before God. Both bear His image, which is the ultimate criterion
of value; both may be “‘called to the colors’ to assume leader-
ship roles, as history-makers, as God’s messengers. Sarah,
Miriam, Deborah, Esther, and many others whom Scripture has
relegated to anonymity, were elected by Providence as shelihay

- hakel, His emissaries when great problems were to be over-
come. God created a dual human existence, man and woman,

because they complement one another. They represent two

existential destinies; together, they form one destiny, a more

S The significant role of Sarah is indicated when Abraham,
despairing of having a child with Sarah, wondered whether God
intended that the heritage be transmitted through Ishmael.
“And Abraham said to God: ‘May it be granted that Ishmael
live before You.’ '’ 'God replied: *‘But {aval] your wife Sarah
will bear you a son, and you shall call him Isaac, and T will keep
My covenant with him as an everlasting treaty, for his descen-
dants after him’* (Gen. 17:18).% The key emphasis is in the word
aval. God is explaining that His covenant cannot be realized
without Isaac. Why? Because Isaac is the son of Sarah, aval
Sarah ishtekha yoledet. Isaac will emerge out of both of you,
but Ishmael is only derived from you. And there can be no
covenant without Sarah. .

- o Further indication of Sarah’s equal participation in the cove-

nant is suggested in_the verses informing Abraham that his
wife’s name was changed from Sarai to Sarab. *‘God said to
Abraham: *‘Sarai your wife—do not call her by the name Sarai,
for-Sarah is her name’’ (ibid. 17:15).° He is not informed that
henceforth her name will be Sarah but that it is Sarah, suggest-
ing that she had acquired this name previously, ki Sarah she-

mah. This subtlety in language is apparent when we compare'it

to God’s command to Abraham about his own name change:

_ “*No longer shall you be called Abram. Your name shall become

[henceforth] Abraham’’ (v. 5).1° In Sarah’s case, the word *‘is”’
refers to an earlier change, but in Abraham’s name-change, the
words *‘shall become’” suggest that an order is now going into
effect.

_But when was her name changed? The answer is, at the very
moment when Abraham’s name was changed. There was an
existential interdependence between both. The name change of
both involved the .addition of a letter from God’s name, the
Tetragrammaton, signifying that they will share a spiritual role
which will reach out unto the nations of the world. He was to

perfect one.

- become an av hamon goyim, ‘‘the father of a multitude of

nations”’ (Gen. 17:4) and she ‘‘a princess to the entire world”
(Rashi, ibid., 17:15; Ber. 13a). Abraham could not be “‘a father
of multitudes” if Sarah were not crowned as a *‘mother” of this
‘multitude. "
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In a word, not only did man and woman achieve human
dignity together at creation, both in God’s image, but they also
attained together, and only together, covenantal sanctity, being
elected by God to be the founders of a new y faith.
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What is a faith-community? It is when three personae, ‘‘L,”
“thou,” and ‘‘He’’ (God), are joined together in a covenantal
commitment which is established through prophecy and prayer.
Prophecy is when God talks to man, didactically as a teacher,
prescribing through Revelation an ethico-moral code; prayer is
man’s worshipful response in commiting himself to these norms.
Thus, a dialogue is achieved.

When man and woman participate in this tripartite covenant,
they make a leap over the abyss separating’ two - individuals. -
They are both charged with an ethico-moral -mission, and in
reaching out to God, they also reach to each other in sympathy
and love, on the one hand, and in common action, on the other.
While Adam I found Eve alongside him upon creation, Adam II

was introduced to Eve by God; ‘‘And He [God] brought her to

the man” (Gen. 2:22), and thus formed. the first faith-commu- -

_nity.

9 Adam and Eve, whose individual uniqueness is undeciphera-
ble to each other, in responding to God in prayer and commit-
ment, overcame their loneliness with the help of the third party,
God. In the faith-community, God’s prophetic message de-
mands a brotherliness between man and man, and the commu-
nity of the committed becomes a commitment of friends. Thus

are soul-partnerships achieved.

{} The above may explaih the manner of Abraham’s mourning
at Sarah’s death. “‘And Abraham came to mourn for Sarah

[lispod, eulogize] and to wee for her {livkotah]’* (23:2)." Weep-
in bereavement.

ing and mourning are two different stages ¢
Weeping is a primeval, instinctive reaction to a tragedy, espe-

cially one that strikes with

performance; it bursts forth spontaneously. Weeping is arelease
whole world seems to be crum-

of unbearable tension when the
bling.
Mourni
ormance. It is an act of apprais
repercussions of what has transpire
not in emotional terms, but in Togical analysis.

, hesped, in_contrast, is a rational and planned
al. an attempt to evaluate the

With the death of Sarah, Abraham had suffered a double loss.

First was his personal sorrow, the death of his wife, his partner
and comrade. No one can understand the bleak loneliness and
painful nostalgia of a surviving mate. One’s whole world seems
dislocated. Abraham was a great human being, and he felt
profoundly disoriented; his beloved Sarah was gone.

out warning. It is not a deliberate .

d. A hesped is formulated |

lo
*Their covenantal interdependence is further indicated by the
fact that the Torah does not dwell on Abraham’s life after

Sarahjs death. Though he survived her by many years he knew
that his mission as the father of the covenantal comm:mity was
concluded, and that from that point, all he had to do was to act
out the last part of the drama and walk off the covenantal stage
fmd _make l.'oom for someone else to succeed him. Only two
‘items remained for him to complete: to purchase the Cave of

. Machpelah as a burial place for Sarah (Gen. 23:3) and to arrange

for the marriage of his .son Isaac.
= The latter story is told not to portray the story of Abraham,

but to at.:quaint us with the second mother of the covenantal -
community, Rebecca, who succeeded Sarah. The concluding

verse ?f' this episode clearly informs us that the vacancy was
filled. *‘And Isaac brought [Rebecca) into his mother Sarah’s
tent and he married her. She became his wife and he loved her.
Isaac was then consoled for the loss of his mother’ (24:67).12
Now_the covenant could be resumed, because there was a

mother, not only a father, in the covenantal leadership. Nothing

more is told to us about Abraham’s life after Sarah’s death

because with Sarah’s death, the covenant came to a temporar
il '
X

Another tragic and distressful experience was his dilemma as
to'what’ would now_ become of the covenant which was the
_lraison d’étre of all his strivings. He knew the secret that it was

not entrusted to him alone. What would happen now? The -

mother _of the covenant was missing. Would God have confi-

:e:f;e in him alone, or was his life’s work now coming to an
n

13 The first thing he did was to appraise Sarah’s contribution,

lispod et Sarah, to review the formation and successful growth
of the covenantal community, the role she had played and what

- she had accomplished. He mourned her departure together with

many thousands of other adherents of the covenant who had

adopted the faith, He mourned the passing of a great woman in

ob,jective categories. Only after the evaluative presentation did
.;\braham break down in tears and cry. Others could identify
with his hesped, but no one could share his personal pain.
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Women have a greater natural_orientati

spirituality than men, which is why.the Sages say that the

reward promised women in the.world-to-come is greater

than that promised to men.!4 This is why women, unlike -

their husbands, did not succumb. to' the temptation of-

_ worshipping the Golden Calf.15 And the Torah was given -

first to women and only afterwards to men because they
are more zealous in performing mitzvos.!6

The converse is also true: men are innately more
disposed to doing evil than women, and are more obsessed
with their lusts and desires. Men, not women, spend
lifetimes struggling for power and wealth; murders of
passion are generally a male occupation.

20 Because of her spiritual__sensitivit .

temperate drives and passions, women_have a keener

o Qasme SoEr- fop U3 [Brusks)

From a different perspective, perhaps Sarah’s deatl"n, described by

sense for judging situations an individuals, Classically, it
has always been women in_Jewish history who have

warded off disaster through this insight. Sarah demanded -

that Yishmael be driven away because she noticed in him

evil qualities which posed a threat to her son Yitzchak’s

spiritual development.!? Rivka saw Eysav’s true wicked ‘
nature even while her husband, Yitzchak, was planning to ‘
give him his blessings.!8 The wifeof On ben Peles kepther
husband from deluding himself into following Korachona .
path to sure destruction.? Avigail knew how to convince
King David to keep from taking sword in an improper
battle.20 The Sages say that a woman has deeper insight

into even a guest’s character?!; it goes without saying, °
therefore, that she rwmmiﬂ_ﬂf—lhe
husband with whom she constantly lives. Thus, a wise

husband, aware of his wife’s heightened sense of
perception, will understand that it is mandatory for himto
deal with his wife with utter honesty in all facets of life — °

religious, spiritual, and material.
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Rashi as her soul departing, was not punishment but rather the
culmination of the Akeidah on a level so high that only she, and not even
Abraham and Yitzchak, could attain it. }deally, the father and son who
journeyed to the Akeidah sb_gg_@_hg___vemen_at_)ha__tg_:_e_ml&_gﬁﬁ‘-e
spiritual plateau they achieved at Mount Moriah, without ever returning
to the mundane world they had Teft behind. However, as a result of
Avraham’s parting words to his servants, “We will worship and we will
return to you,” he and his son were compelled to descend from the

heights they had reached on the mountain and return to less lofty levels.
Sarah, on the other hand, was an even greater prophet than her
ht.stand; although she had not been present at the Akeidah, she reacted
to the news of her son’s trial by catapulting to a spiritual peak from which
ke never descended. Immediately, her soul bound itself to Hashem

with so firm an attachment that it lost interest in returning to the world

(Chasam Sofer 72 1aw nv*1; 77 vim ', second reference).
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city, saying: '* "Mo, my lord; heed me! { have given you the field, and as for the cave ihé:r is n
it, I have given it to yow; In the view of the children of my people have ! given it to gou-vb
your dead. " 32 $o Abraham bowed down before the members of the council, 3 He sp;k:;g
Ephmn in the hearing of the mempers of the council, saying: “Rather, if 0515,; gou woukd heéd
me! | give you the pr{c;e of the field, accept it from me, that | may bury my dead there,”
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i in the fleld, within all its surrounding boundaries, was co ed 18 as 3 ‘ ‘
within it and all the trees in Heth, among all who came to the gate
Abraham's as a purchase in the view of the children of He ng all w
of his city. ®And afterwards Abraham buried Sarah his wife in the cave of the ﬂeitl:; of
Machpelah facing Marmve, which is Hebron, in the land of Canaan. 2 h?ﬂse.n tg; g:tlz with its
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