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with signs and with wonders. ° He brought us.to this place, and He gave us this Land, a Land
flowing with milk and honey. *And now, behold! 1 have brought the first f(uit of t{te gmqt_'«_i that
You have given me, O HasHEM!” And you shall lay it bgfore HasHeM, your God, and yout shalf

prostrate yourself before HAsHEM, your God.
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ment: Giving may bring about love for the same reason

v r-
wred: he recognizes in it part of himself. Whether it is a
child he has brought into the world, an animal he has
reared, a plant he has tended, or even a thing he has made

- or 3 house he has built—a person is bound in love to the

work of his hands, for in it i . I have been

shown a source in the sayings of our Rabbis which may
indicate that they held the opinion we have just put
forward: that love flows in the direction of giving. They
say in the tractate' Derech Eretz Zuta:"* “If you want to

keep close to the love of your friend make it your con- -

cern to seek his welfare.”>
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Love of this kind can go very deep indeed. Let us observe
what is written in God’s Torah. (This is the only source
from which we can learn the true depths of the human
heart, for only the Creator knows the secrets of the
human soul that He has created.) We find there that
among the categories of men permitted to return home
before a battle are the following:

Whoever has built a new house and not-consecrated it. ..and

whoever has planted a vineyard and not redcemed it...and o

whoever has wedded a woman and not taken her to his
home....12 :

All are treated in exactly the same way: the builder of

t e the planter of the vineyard equally with
the new husband who is involved in the most intimate of-
human_relationships. The Torah thus reveals to us that
the love we bear to the fruit of our labors is directly com-

parable with the love of a man for his betrothed. There
can be no doubt that this is an example of the love

produced by the_power of giving.
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If one were only to reflect that a person comes to love the
one to whom ke gives, he would realize that the only reason
the other person seems a stranger to him is because he has
not yet given to him; he has not taken the trouble to show
him friendly concern. If I give to someone, I feel close to

him; I have a share in his being. It follows that if I were

to start bestowing good upon everyone I come into con-
_tact with, I would soon feel that they are all my relatives,

all my loved ones. I now have a share in them all; my be-
ing has extended into all of them.\

Someone who has been granted the merit to reach this
sublime level can understand the command, “You shall
love your neighbor as yourself**® in its literal sense: “As
yourself: without distinction; as yourself: in actual
fact.”® By giving to him of yourself you will find in
JYour soul that you and he are indeed one; you will feel in

the clearest possible manner that he really is to you “as

} zqﬁrselt. 7,

l To sum up: that which a person gives to another is never
lost. It is an extention of his own being. He can see a part
of himself in the fellow-man to whom he has given. This
is the attachment between one man and his fellow to
which we give the name “love.”
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Within the city itself, again, there are higher levels:
inside the precincts of the Temple, space begins to manifest

. in a way that is clearly above the natural - the Temple
courtyard was packed with people on a Fest_ival‘so that the
crowd was pressed together tightly, and nevertheless when
the time came to prostrate themselves there was plenty of
room. “They stand crowded, and bow with expanse.”

The Temple courtyard is close to the center of holiness,
close to the center of Creation, close to the site of meeting
between physical and spiritual; and it therefore transcends
the usual rules of space and place. And the sensitive ear will
hear that this transcendence is revealed to human eyes
when those humans engage in that which subjugates the
piwsical to the spiritual: it is when the people bow that the

dimension of space opens up and reveals more of its higher

Source: while _standing, while in that posture that
emphasizes_human independence, the people are pressed

together; but when they are prostrated, in that posture that .

¥ manifests total annulment of independent pride and

acceptance of higher Authority, they are not crowded atall -
_space and the world melt away.
t2- This place, in essence, is the place where all of
physicality bows to its source. Here, the proper attitude is
_annulment of self, prostration before the Source of the
world. The first time that the place of the Beis Hamikdash was
revealed this was made apparent: when Avraham saw the
place from afar he said “And I and the lad shall go there and
bow down...”
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say before the Lord thy God: “I have put away the
hallowed things out of my house, and have also
given it unto the Levite, and -unto the stranger, (O
the fatherless, and to the widow, according to all
Thy commandment which Thou hast commanded
me; 1 have not transgressed any of Thy
commandments, neither have I forgotten. I have not
eaten thereof in my mourning; neither have I put
“away thereof, being unclean, nor given thereof for
the dead; 1 have hearkened to the voice of the Lord

according to all that Thou hast

) commanded me (Deuteronomy 26:12-14)..
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Repentance is predicated on two principles:
1. On the power within men to be able to accuse themselves,
on their ability to think of themselves as unworthy and
inferior. In our declaration on Yom Kippur “And You are

justified for all that befalls us, for You have acted correctly
and we have acted evilly,” emerges the- expression of that
- wonderful power of full, boundless self-accusation.

2,.0n the great talent of each individual to cleanse himself,

to comprehend the boundless hidden spiritual powers, which
are found in the human personality (including even the
greatest sinner) and which propel one in the direction of
return to the Sovereign of the universe; on the ability of
men to ascend and to elevate themselves to the majestic

heights, if only one has the will to do so, even after he has
sunk to the depths of the abyss of impurity.

The second principle is just as important as the first. A man,
obviously, cannot engage in repentance if he does not have
the boldness to accuse and condemn. Without recognition
of the sin there can be no regret. On the other hand,

however, we cannot_imagine recognition of sin and a ﬂ
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commitment for the future if the man has no faith in his
own creative abilities and if he does not believe in his own
talents which will aid him to sanctify himself. If he believes
that he is helpless and, therefore, subservient to natural,
mechanical powers, if he is not convinced of the freedom
of the human creative act—then he cannot feel his guilt and

there is no basis to expect that he will change. Within the
greatness of man lies contained the greatest accusative act
and from it comes the call to repentance. If man looks upon
himself as an impotent creature then the position of the

sinner is helpless. And then the plea of Jews “For our ',
- \ yranb 175y BY YIDA 31N I5KD MMAA MATIMY yrans 1 owae 11221 G

crimes and our transgressions are upon us, and in them we
decay” becomes warranted.
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