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differently by Scripture from those of the festivals * 'n%,, 13 "% — in that it says of it “[a

sin-offering] to HASHEM” 3759 — toteachyou nyry 12 iy by “9ant — that it atones for om: v
who does not have awareness - tpnng x% — neither at the beginning vy x%) — nor attheend,
Xora 79n piw — that there is none who recognizes the sin - 13%3 s ymp wtIED af'at,c ;ro but it:: »
Holy One, Blessed is He, alone. i prmb pywipn xen — cha he-goats are derived 'l'hen;I e
TP WP — And its® midrashic interpretation in aggadah?is:  xw M3 wiTRD 9N — : oly .
One, Blessed is He, said, 9y n7gp 13 — “Bring an atonement for Me 937w n& mnvyny { 74
for My having reduced the size of the moon.”®
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11-“On the first of your months, you shall
bring an olah-offering to HASHEM: two
young bulls, one ram, seven male lambs
in their first year, unblemished, 2 And
three tenth-ephahs of fine flour for a meal-
offering mixed with odl, for the one bull:
and two tenth-ephahs of fine flour mixed
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with oil, for the one ram; 2 and a tenth-
ephah of fine flour for a meal-offering,
mixed with oil, for the one lamb — an
olah-offering, a satisfying aroma, a fire-
offering to HASHEM. ' And their libations:
a half-hin for the bull, a third-hin for
the ram, a quarter-hin for the lamb — °
of wine. This is the olah-offering of a
month in its month for the months of '
the year. ' And one male of the goats He

for a sin-offering to HASHEM. In addition to
the continual olah-offering, shall it be made,
and its libation.
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l A parable is a tale of events which never happened. Its only
use, its only claim to truth, is the extent to which it helps
. - .

eaning. What of the

person who_ hears only the parable and_misses its point

completely?

Listening to the story and missing the message is a failing

to which we all are prone. It happens to us more often than
we care to admit. | . .

| A child plays with his toys; a broken box is a ship and he is
the caprain. While the game is on, illusion is reality. The
ship is as real to the child as stocks and shares and rea'l estate
are to_the adylt. Rabbi Yisrael Salanter once said that:
robbing a child of his toys is as bad, in human terms, as
destroying the factory or sinking the yacht of t.he adult.
The adult may not take kindly to the comparison, bqt a:
little reflection will show that there is plenty of illusion

involved in our worldly strivings, too. Even a person who is-

convinced that he is above the pursuit of honor is still
Jappy if the people around him recognize his worth and__

unhappy 1t they consider him less important than he thinks
himself. . ,

{ But what does being important in other p'eopl.c s eyes
really give a person? True honor is possessing intrinsic
worth. If he has this, what does it matter if his colleagues
know about it or not? If he does not have it, what doe§ he
gain if other people think he has? This is pure imagmat,l’on.
All it means is that if other people think he is “someone he

i ade himself of his own worth. The less

confidence one has in one’s own true value the more one
. ’
needs the consolation of other people’s approval. 3
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8. Bereishis Rabbah 6:3; Shevuos 9a. SeeRaahiboGen.al!‘
1:16, s.v., o1y naxR1. According to this interprem; 5
1% is understood as “for HASHEM, on behglfof HASHEM. o5
Theidearepresentedbythisag‘gndnhmoneof“ﬂl!q
secrets of the To: "whicharethedomainofhbbtl'_l?
(Maskil LeDavid; Masores HaShas to Shevuos 98)-
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There is a not-so-obvious reason why human beings pursue
Idly pleasures so avidly. It is because they have a |
subconscious urge to_still the pangs of s iritual hunger. S
Everyone has this nameless inner yearning: ing of °
the soul for its state of perfection; and indulgence in
worldly pleasures is an illusory substitute for this. (Rabbi
M.H. Luzzatto hints at this in Mesillaz Yesbarim,? in his
discussion of the verse “The soul, too, is never filled.”)*
the adult, t0o, has his toys and games. But he is more
obstinate about them than the child. The more you show
him his. mistake, the more he will insist on taking his
maginary satisfactions for the real thing.

When we think more deeply we see that not only the pur-
suit of luxuries, but life itself— the world itself —have no
urpose or reality in themselves. They are nothing but a
means to an end. The author of the Tanya, Rabbi Shneour
Zalman. of Liady,” writes that instead of referring to the -
world as yesh me-ayin (“something created out of noth-
ing”), as the -philosophers-do, - we should do better ‘to
call it ayin mi-yesh (“nothing created: out of something”).

The holy essence and divine light (the “something”’) di

ot need creating; they already existed in the Source of all
b:in . The novelty of creation was somethin négative; the
restriction of that supreme essence and the obscuring of jts
light. The world, which obscures the ligh o is the
“nothing” which emerged from the “something.” (See
Yesha'ya 45:7: “He who Jorms light and creates darkness.”
It is the “darkness” which needed creating; the “light” (-

.~ needed only to be formed and molded to its new purpose.)




So the “reality” of this lower world of ours is a negation
of true reality — the reality of God’s supreme essence. Itisa
suspension of the full force of this reality for the true end of
all existence—the revelation of God’s glory by the free
choice of human beings. [In the full blaze of God’s light no
free choice is possible. To get a world of free beings God
had to hide his light. This is why “world” in Hebrew is
‘olam, which comes from a root meaning “to hide.”]

People generally do not wish to fill their inner void with
things of the spirit. When the day's work is over they try
&o fill their time with worthless occupations; with any
occupation: to “kill time,” as they call it. This is essential,
otherwise they might be compelled to confront themselves

and realize that they are...nothing, that their lives are

worthless—a constant round- of preparation.. . for what?:

. 4 . _parable without meaning . .. an existence which s -
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[iol"here'were people who thought that the material i)asis of

their lives was firm and secure for all time, Then they saw it

shattered in front of their eyes, If they were blessed with
only a modicum of consistency they abandoned vain hopes
.and l_mn.:ediately felt a_new awareness of Hashem surge
mtp_theu hearts. They felt the inner strength and_tran-
qu'xrl‘iig. _°f spirit which belong to those who trust in God.
Is Is a matter of common experience. Whoever gives

up striving for the things of this wgrld has his eyes opened
t&tlfe light of truth, to the living presence of God. Things

are revealed to him that he never even hoped to attain,
things completely above his personal level. Even if his
renunciation is brought about by suffering, the mere retreat
of the darkness lets in the light. This is the way of Hashem:

“I'am with the one who is crushed in spirit —and he is
with Me.”? . '
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the sole source of pleasure and happiness in this world.
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along with the women, following

implies that the women were even more zealous than the men as
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In many circles,® it is the custom for the bride to be led

158 27

around the groom.® In some places, the custom is thatsheisled

und the groom three times.5?

This custom is based on the Biblical verse, “God has created
a new thing on earth: a woman shall go around a man”
(Jeremiah 31:21).5 . . ’

- The Talmud derives an important lesson from this vele,
teaching, “Whoever lives without a wife, lives without a wall.”3+
The commentaries state that a wife is like a wall for her
husband, protecting him from external temptation.’® The bride
marches around the groom, indicating that, in their married
life, she will protect him from untoward desires.’®

The Biblical verse is primarily a Messianic prophecy.s?
Hence, the woman marching around the man indicates our
hope for the coming of the Messianic age.’®
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T3 . Why too, according to this, was the Festival

allocated to them in recognition of their contribution to the
Sanctuary rather than in recognition of their refusal to con-

tribute to the golden calf? Surely it required at least asmuch |
strength of character to resist their husbands’ pressure to !
contribute to the calf together with them than to join with f

their husbands in contributing to the Sanctuary!

29
To illuminate the words of the Ba'ale Tosafoth, let us
turn to a comment of the Maharal on the Mishnah in Pirke
Avoth which enumerates the differing human temperaments:
VDI VOB XD I M owdY M imPTa nem paam
m3 owsd TP LRI VT XY M3Y Sop owab nwp
ST7.0) AT oysh ma oron mzed
There are four gualities of human temperament. He
who Is angered easily and is appeased easily ~ his
loss disappears in_ his gain. He who is hard to anger
~ and hard to appease — his gain disappears in his loss.
He who is hard to anger and easy to appease is
saintly. He who is easy to.anger and hard .o appease
is wicked.® . .

3 The Mahanal” asks how it is possible to chax'acteﬁse.a_ PR

person as saintly or wicked on the basis of temperament,
which, being part of his innate nature, is usuaily beyond his
controi? Judgement as to saintliness or wickedness implies

a deliberate choice between good and' evil. The Maharal’s <~

answer. is that if a to

emotion, he s i er, but just as
quick to be appeased. Conversely, one whose emotions are

not easily stirred should be just as hard to appease as he is
hard to anger. on the first two_categories o
ment, the Mish Tains praise _or bla;

MJMMmeﬁor to the other. However;

4 man who.is hard to.anger but easy fo appease has evidently

_ ed saintly.
he who is easy to anger and hard to appease has ¢
onism to his Tellow ave

This explanation of the Maharal answers the latter’
question we raised above with regard to the explanation of the

Ba’ale Tosafoth. The refusal to confribute to the golden calf .

was not in itself proof o = eir
absolute rejection of idolatry. It could have been argued that . -

their refusal stemmed simply from meanness and reluctance

to be parted from their finery, whereas the men were more -
generous with their possessions. When the women donated
happily to the Sanctuary, however, they proved their moral
fibre, for had miserliness been part of their native tempera-
ment, they must have let their desire to honour.God overcome .
their parsimony. Should it be argued. on the other hand, that *

they were generous by nature and automatically contributed
0 any cause, e.g. the building of the Sanctuary, then they :
must _have let their aversion to idolatry overcome the natural
tendency to contribute, when they heid back from contri-
buting towards the golden calf. It was their nepative reaction

to the calf together with their positive i ]

tuary that proved their worth, for in either case they must '
have Tet their choice of good or rejection of evil overcome |

oth events that they were aw a_festival of their own. |
. The men of Israel, by contrast, under the sway of their)
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R. Elazar said in the name of R. Chanina: Pinchas
was not granted priesthood until he killed Zimri, as it
is written, ‘And it shall be for him and his progeny
after him a covenant of eternal priesthood’. Rav Ashi

.said, Pinchas was not granted priesthood until he

made peace between the tribes of Israel (in the days
of Joshua, when the two and a half tribes on the other
side of the Jordan built. themselves a separate altar,
and they were threatened with war by the rest of
Lrael) as it is said, ‘And Pinchas the priest heard, .
etc’... How does Rav Ashi explain the statement (after
Pinchas had killed Zimri), ‘And it shall be for him,
etc.’? . .
That is written as.part of the blessing (i.ethere.is to
be a covenant of priesthood some time in the future?

The. commentary of the Ba’ale Tosafoth on this week’s
Sidra gives the following reason for women rejoicing on
Rosh Chodesh. The Sanctuary to which they contributed
so liberally was established on Rosh Chodesh, the first day of
Nisan. Accordingly the days of Rosh Chodesh became festive

days for them.’




In the light of what we have written above, Rav Ashi's _S(, Our Sages say: ™¥up b3 by ¥ Prayn PATM by ayan Yo,

:i:: can“:) :‘::e‘lilau:d:;s Jt:::u'a c:uld ha £2You ; “Whoever overcomes his natural traits; all hissins are foggx_v_gn."?
assuming that_Pinchas was bV nature eager for peacs at any - Inis °°“‘°;‘:‘;df“" axiom deals with one who remaves from

n s . his heart a ge against those who have sinned against him,
g, I o 18 pescmaking would e beer, 5 oo of bt ot s vl fot the whole Torh. Tue worhp of
of such 3 upigue reward. However, his action in killing Zimri God is shown where man fulfils the Divine will even when it
showed that he was by nature a zealot where the honour of entails_changing his own nature. Such was the deed of
God was concemed. As such, he would by nature have been uch was the deed of Pinchas, and
the first to take up arms against those tribes who were sus- such was the deed of t of Israel. In one way or

another it is the Torah’s demand of every Jew.

pected of straying from God’s command not to set up altars ) ‘ —— , )
apart from the Sanctuary. The priesthood was promised to o G T

him some time in the future ‘because he was zealous for his _.'G? - M - 3%
God’; that is to say because he showed his zealous nature, he a7 120 T NTOR Y A oTpY AAR DTN WID 1 i

would ¢ a great reward j uture wh RADDI* — TINT YOV TR TOA SR* OV WD TOMT MYT? wIvn
would fulfil the covenant of peace by ov ing hi o M3 CYTIM SIETH 00 DR JONNTY TN RAYNKY 1TARTT
nature and restoring peace among Israel 1. This happéned when oY YMIre: b5 vyan ooy o3 s 7 ;
he ascertained the true and commendable motive of the tribes uay S = » egan o :
. iy - WIPT Ny PR nx auyh — 70 TH AN T3 1A O
settled across the Jordan instead of taking up the spear in ww 72 w3 . .
the heat of righteous passion, as he had done in the case of aTINTY SPD M 00oR nontn oM ned By
g . RN Y DIANNE B 1 0T XYW BT OB D) Y I amekn
S : NUIPR S 4 (TANAY NP VA KYD D) 199 TIITHE OGNS 57 nmen

T3 A0 09 AT TP TN IR N0 = % TPYR M Py
120130 ATOYM M o Y K1Y Y3% A3 Mo Tomn mmb.
B N any e R end ;1
37 npnnm Apwy AR 00 Y3 Ny wn o ammp by pagmpn
3 Y31 531 3/0 I 7D Y3 am: Uayney miTas 1 A ek ey
T Anye 7 P Y BRI 13 YRS3V GIVPYA O3 NS UPR IO
2w DR DIPY PANIR MO WD LMNK BUPYK K903 Ty
A 1mobn Ny wy Yy YIpne — nrs IR awa MR A
D TN SPRTAT 1INP Yo 4p b mt YRR oW 3

swvmnTam H e e s
g :oITD “TIR MO WENTY DO WY TWER”] TS YT Ak YR T D .,,,.,‘,,,;, e ,,.,-;g 7
flw_n_;v;?ll___mwmm ITIBK — TTUP TG NI YT TBA DR AN DTN L
FRSy har 0N W TES v mp) bl f23 M3 MW YWEnUY o 1305 DK B b 1 :73pn 30 e 12
houen 7 N 'l'mnumﬂarmnv'g‘mn:mu mpb IBR RXY DX oym 9b :aY WK IR M3 G
J{p2wa nawas Y Y 073 TI0M N nR DYDR AR 937 o s
0 s w_wn e an orwa sy o e B okt i ity
Wﬂ% m ”%um__w AD) MK WD KYPE3 KIWT (M NN D) AT L
X7 0% 31 WNOA 3 3 @73 OB VM IO wbmm'pm.h:n&mr(mnn1nmmfs
benn 7ond /1 YR 3pnaY OV M3 ¥ MUYDRAR TR P 207 RADWN 73 1D KYT DK "R B3 KOVHPY IR DT
m ';'sn ’znnnm.‘;"‘:lmnm "7 'l;?:v:"'f:;m” < © MRy YM 3MST (MORNA IR NIN? DWW 0wl ) '5/°
g J L e ' mv' : upll: [l . n "m
onp ovh MR MR QAP TR v 330b AW 3w — nmw;n;;’ ;,:,“” ah::?n mm 'm: ’llt.
mew wn (7w sen gy — b3 ova Yo 2b ) ' e e
MLFBY Y9 % TS WA n7apn vk (M7 momm 13

Dovwn a>vmb Y Yowa %D Jawn by guobw 1Y 3% w0 M0

DBKA TTTD MBI Muoh bibw K 23 MY 253 ARk mAP: A PPY 13 WY %30 WPT WPM SvR oK 1Y

mYsT AWt B MsT oMU o YR | S

3% nowhw W A Yk — AWK KD KNLI W &
PIEa bu3 MBYRRIR MK MATIBT TANYIM Y3UR TR YT MB3A (0 Tim) mvn ok newnw be oo we 1,
BMA0 OTK %3 3N A3 IMWR DK TP WK IBR DUYH 3 97m 303 133 131 P 6D WART IBKDA MO THE33
T nUDPY CPK'AD DM [YBSY NMPTIY * 0% NIt TR (\AWSET PUOI AT T30 K3) Joun TS 663
750 TN T 189 T MOIOY O DK T3 WEY M TR o YPRD XKUY /R0 YYY RN TID UV AEWIM FID uvR
. — Yy YD PP AR IR KW anbna pen oM Y53 vinaY bysnd M2 MK B3 71 erel
| o —mte JP5Y RYPH IOM [N MEYEANS WA NUDP3.PON NOTNY IRY 3
g3 fyaps WA YW Y3k MRADPN TR D ... 083 @0 G 137 % QTN YD 139 SN 18 9 W R Aapan DI KO0
Yo 2Un TK @ AT A YK MOIPRE ™A L JAND DEED %9Y ' mwras madavs KA Y MaApR WY VR .NAWNR WD
- yamh w3y DR YUID BYKATY WM, MEAn

R 23

FomE MOLR MO) 0UIBUT 2ND 139 (7,3 NIAK) TTON PINT OF KY”

M7 0KR® STRD 41 AMAYY WA Y3 ok TPy oohnow B3 (M “""' Y K5 "HID K O3 WP MY w3 A e Y

P

ke

252 M3 Px AW 1 on [(%ow) M wamt (3Y) - Im
apen wi
MY™ PNT hevR At ms STRwR OPTTR YRR O
© SYDhAR D KW (1IN BOA TP D) P
5 pyb M3 PR PP % ANV X3 Xp XYY I
g&mmun:mnvmmmmmm‘mv

T o3 AT amab WP DPTIIN OR M T TYPP IATR NeNb.

: M3 DT 18N
ox15Y 1YY ... T DR NOYmY Y by 0D wean”

pn WYY 3D wan? ¢ e} - Jom
1oT Y7IDs D M3 Jown YINa KO0 1KY miabn METIna (e
nabn 0 3 ("D opa Yrh 5UDR) YpwR XUl mwynnam
mmuﬂw.mh:mmnmmvrmmbn
bey DT VXY TYYDY fma MY 120 TI) mh ab 1 Anph

LDYTMY QTSR MI3TA BYD UNNEP3 Paa? RTTR

&L
o

L \"‘ qp

ap yIR QIR Yo thIowe 3w by ovman i prTRER WO*
L ipinon chwa 2un_Tr B bopn v by Lgmen napny M
mmﬁmm_fam;}m_‘un—mmbmmnhﬁw
pr-m azem amwbwa 3% Yk 3vw D vl sy a8 ¥

sb MM SWMSR IBKESY AZER MoAMAY Ao 3% MR

,-n}g_w ™Y Bpw OoY MBa? o8 ¥ R .00 37 0 -

nEYD MKYEY ... TS NPT DTIDRY WD b 'mvb_'nrnn obhwa
L") nnRE MR Akt T M .

<




	16301.tif
	16302.tif
	16303.tif
	16304.tif
	16305.tif

