lShavouth & Ruth: Inner Dimensions
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On Shavuos MDY
the Festival of Shavuos, 7131 n‘m:!y.'_l i)
the season of the giving of our Torah, HJ[JTIH 10R 1=}
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1.14 “AND THEY LIFTED UP THEIR VOICE AND WEPT AGAIN; .
. One,.

" AND ORPAH KISSED HER MOTHER-IN-LAW.
BUT RUTH CLUNG TO HER.”

J .

, Qrpah’s tears dia . not dry -and. fade — forgotten. The
Almighty G-d counted them; -they watered her future seed. In
merit of the four tears shed in the fullness of love  and.compas-
-sion,.she was rewarded with four sons: all heroes-and great war-
.iors.-The colossal Goliath: was one. But the four brothers forgot
. their mother’s tears and kisses and challenged - their cousins of
Israel. "’Said the Holy One, Blessed is He, the sons of the one who
. kissed shall fall into _the hands of the one who.embraced”’ (Sotah
+42b). And so, they fell before David, the descendant of Ruth.
LK Great Tew. iss, but greater is the strength of an

Lgm;hmge. The kiss was motivated by love and pity — but it was

_impulse. It was the uncontrolled response toan attraction, theun- -

meditated. reflex reaction to_a stimulus. It was limited by -the

' fickleness of a fluctuating emotion; it was terminated by time.
Aroused in a moment, it subsided in a breath. Swiftly kindled, it

. swiftly sputtered to extinction...
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REMEMBRANCE OF RECEIVING THE TORAH AT MOUNT Slm (Dnufmruny 4:9-10)
P Only beware and guard yourself carefully, lest you forget the things your
eyes have seen and lest they stray from your heart all the days of your life.
- And you are to make them known to your children and to your, children’s
children — the day you stood before HASHEM, your God, at Sinai. ..

9

33 Blessed are You, HASHEM, our God, King of the universe, Who
selected us from all the peoples and gave us His Torah. Blessed
are You, Hashem, Giver of thesForah.
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" eried bitterly, moved more by compassion than by self-pity. An
e kissed her sorrowful mother-in-law and

turned her back to.take the-.shorter-path'b of time. But Ruth

b
Ruth, however, was not seized by an urge: she seized the
moment. She was not overwhelmed by the circumstance: she
| mastered it. One who is not helplessly captivated is not prey td’
- easy release. Ruth was,not merely touched; she was forever con-

verted: transformed to her very depths.
No wonder, then, that the titans fell before young Davii
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Bound to the will of the Almighty, he held the strongest force.
The giants were captives of time — no match for the boundless
energy of the Eternal. The kiss evokes no confidence. It is un-
stable and unsure: witness the loye of Orpah, which soured into
acid hatred in her sons. From the Hebrew root for “kiss,” pwy,

s also the word for weaponry. The impulsive kiss can easily
- become a dagger of death, hence the expression “’kiss of death.”
ife is embraced: “And you who cling to G-d — youjare all alive
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.'L'he small David possessed his power; he was not possessed "
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+ Moses wrote all the words of HASHEM. He arose early in the

¥ morriing and built an altar at the foot of the mountain, and twelve
pilla}s for the twelve tribes of Israel. s He sent the yout.hs of the
Children of Israel and they brought up elgvution-offermgs, and
they slaughtered bulls to HASHEM as feast peacte-offet.'mgs to
HASHEM. ¢ Moses took half the blood and placed it in basins, and

half the blood he threw upon the altar.” He took the Book of t.he
Covenant and read it in earshot of the people, and tfley sauf’,
“Everything that HASHEM has said, we will do and we will obey!

13 cheobre olec - Ri Sslaserici

:When did this occur? The conclusion of the covenant

between these two viewpoints.

gt
We notice that concerning this entire event, Moshe

gmphasized two.distinct aspects. First, the giving of the

‘and the sacrifices when did it transpire, before or after Torah, and second; seeing the Shechina, Hashem said
"gather the people so that they will believe in Me all

the giving of the Ten commandments? There is a

controversy between Rashi and Ramban. The event

-was considered total Garus According to Rashi the

people were subjected:to "Garus" by means of the
@rfmﬁmmmmn
would be paradoxical to assume that the Torah was
.given to people who were not yet Garim, or new Jews,

their days." If it were only the case of giving the Law,
Moshe could have repeated it to them. However it says,
- eopie will see that Hashem speaks with them
“from the midst of the fire.” Why is it necessary to

:emphasize that Hashem's words came out of the fire? It
:is not only to pass on to them the Knowledge of the

-a status which:they achieved by-the participation in the Law but experience the meeting of Hashem. >

_sacrifices. Ramban disagrees with Rashi. He declares
‘that it was after, on the second day of Shavouth. His
"position is that the commandments were given on the

Sixth day, and the conversion took place on the seventh

“The making of the Laws binding on the people could
have been passed on by Moshe, but every Jew was

‘day by means of the sacrifices.” Itis difficult to assume-%¥
that the Almighty revealed Himself to the people before

they had a chance to become Garim.

s

Thus it was a double experience and event at Mt. Sinai. They<
beheld the vision of Hashem revealed as an Elder and
Teacher - teaching small children. Secondly there was the

experience of "mitoch hoaish” (from the midst of the fire) - to' .

experience Hashem's presence. In fact the people only heard .
the first two Commandments. The holiday is called
"Atzereth” or "Yom Hakohol" the day of assembly.

"Shavouth" is rarely assigned to it. It is the day when every
Jew experienced the presence of Hashem em as if they could -

touch Him. This 1s.what Hashern wanted. "Comme &5 CIOSE as

-supposed to see and experience the presence of

‘Hashem: The fire_the aouas, the iﬁunaerl efc. are

indicative of the "Shechina”. So the holiday of Shavouth «—
is not only giving the Law but experiencing the

+ "Shechina L

o

The Warmth and the Light, Rabbi A. Soloveichik
" But Torah study by itself is not enough; our Torah study.
must mold our personalities. The Talmud rules ( Yevamos
109b) that a person who studies Torah without feeling com-
pelled by it to act with compassion and respect not only
defeats the purpose of Torah study but does not even fulfill

/

possible!” This experience is a cleansing cathartic power.

Thus Rambam says, "they experienced at Matan Torah” that

the commandment to study the Torah. Thus, Yirmiyah states

the presence of Hashem touched every Jew on the shoulder. i

‘ ) s [
Vgl Pinchas

~, Jtredeemed and hallowed them and changed their personality
Sﬁ - not the next day but the very moment. This was garus

.conversion itself

do Rbh-ch 2~
“AND SHE TOLD HER MOTHERIN-LAW WITH WHOM
SHE HAD WROUGHT, o .
AND SAID: THE MAN'S NAME WITH WHOM 1 WROUGHT
TODAY IS BOAZ”

A Hotler o€ forlly - & M@L

“The man with whom I wrought.’* A

It was taught in the name of R. Joshia: More than the house-
holder does for the poor man, the poor man does for the house-
holder, for so Ruth said to Naomi: “The man’s name for whom
I wrought.” She did not say “who wrought for me,” but “for
whom I wrought.” I wrought him many benefits in return for the
one morsel of food which he gave me. (Ruth Rabbg 5.9; Yalkut

Shim’oni 604)
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26 The day of first fruits is when you bring a new grain offering” to God
as éart of your Shavuoth* festival. It sha‘l- be a sacred holiday to you when
you may not do any mundf;ne work. © .
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L yn=5K) — To Moses He said. This episode actually preceded the Ten
Commandments having happened on the fourth day of Sivan (Rashi). Ibn Ezra,
Ramban and other disagree, observing that it occurred on the day following the
Revelation at Sinai. The text permits both opinions, and each is based on a valid
argument. However, as we will soon see, there is an important distinction
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3 “AND WASH YOURSELF THEREFORE, AND ANOINT

. YOURSELF, AND PUT YOUR RAIMENT ON YOU,
AND GO DOWN TO THE THRESHING FLOOR;
BUT MAKE NOT YOURSELF KNOWN UNTO TH.B MAN, Y
UNTIL HE HAS DONE EATING AND DRINKING, .

4 AND IT SHALL BE WHEN HE LIES DOWN, THAT YOU
SHALL MARK THE PLACE WHERE HE LIES: DOWN,
AND YOU SHALL GO IN AND UNCOVER HIS FEET AND
LIE DOWN

AND HE WILL TELL YOU WHAT YOU SHALL DO.”
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It may be difficult for us to comprehend fully the punty and
holiness of this idea. It is therefore incumbent upon us to attune
our minds to its purity and innocence,' in the manner that our
Rabbis have understood its import.

Two women sacrificed themselves for the sake of the tribe of
Judah: Tamar and Ruth. (Yalkut Shim’oni 601)

Of Tamar. it is written:
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“And she sat in Petah Enayim which is by the way to Timnah.”
(Genesis 38.14)
R. Ammi said: Wé have searched through the whole of Scripture.
and found no place called Petah Enayim. What then is the purport
of Petah Enayim?'Jt teaches us that she lifted her eyes to the gate
(petah) to which all eyes (enayim) are directed, and prayed:
“May it be Your will that I do not leave this house emptyhanded.”
(Gen. Rabba 85)
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36 |
3.13“TARRY THIS NIGHT, AND IT SHALL BE IN THE
MORNING, THAT IF HE WILL PERFORM UNTO YOU THE
PART OF A KINSMAN, WELL; LET HIM DO THE KINS-
MAN’S PART;
BUT IF HE IS NOT WILLING TO DO THE PART OF A
KINSMAN TO YOU,
_THEN I WILL DO THE PART OF THE KINSMAN TO YOU,
AS THE LORD LIVES; LIE DOWN UNTIL THE MORNING.'”
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f~ Lct us examine a strange incident in the story of Rus, which we
: read on Shavuos. In the third chapter, Rus went out late one
mght on the instruction of Naomi, to meet Bo’az at his threshing
house. After their encounter, Bo’az gave Rus an unusual gift. We are
informed that

he measured out six barleys and placed it upon her.

(Rus 3:15)

43 Chazal note the unusual nature of this present and observe the
following:

Is it the way of a king [Bo’az] to give only six barley grains?! And it
can’t mean that he gave her six measures of barley, as a woman is in-
capable of carrying such a load. [Therefore it must have been a sym-
bolic gift.] Rabbi Yehudah bar Rabbi Simon said, “In the merit of this
gift, six_tzaddikim descended from Rus: David; Chizkeyahu; Yoshi-

- yahuy; Chananyah, Mishael, and Azaryah [the last three are counted
as one]; Daniel; and the King Mashiach.”

(Rus Rabbah 7:2)
1S

Lét us investigate the nature of Mo’av. This nation'’s begin

like that of Ammon, had its roots in the incest of Lot with his daug
ters.2 However, unlike Ammon, Mo’av’s name alludes to the act With
which it began; Mo’av means “from father.” They are not ashamed 9
broadcast their sordid beginnings with every mention of their name, -
Indeed, we find that Yeshayahu describes them as follows:

We heard the pride of Mo’av. They are very proud; their pride and a
gance and their conceptmn are improper.

(Yeshayahu 1

Mo av is suffused with pride and haughtmess, we can reasonab!y
say that this is the very essence of the nation. This may be a bad tnlt
(at least in its manifestation in Mo’av), but without a little of it, in 1{;‘
kosher guise as a Torah malchus, the kingship could never exist ln_kld
Yisrael. David HaMelech was descended from Rus the Moabite; hen
part of his spiritual makeup was inherited from Mo’av. Whlle o’f
course the characteristic of pride manifested itself in a positive man-
ner in David. he conld not have achleved his greatness without it

Lﬁﬁ

My holy grandfather, the Kotzker Rebbe, said that klal Yisrael did
not inherently possess the ability to establish a maichus, a royal house
with the capability of functioning as Jewish kings. They thus had to

- import this potential from Ammon and Mo'av, their neighbors. Rus,
the progenitor of the House of David, was from Mo'av.

The simple explanation of this is that Yisrael possessed an intrin-
sic tendency for unity, The result of this was that no one person could
or needed to establish himself a$ the ruler over the others. One could
<ompare this to the human body, in which it is nonsensical to claim
that the arm could rule over, for example, the ear.

“H&
In fact, without this the Jewish kmg cannot succeed. Ind
Shmuel criticized Sha'ul HaMelech, David's predecessor, for bem

humble: N

Shmuel said, “Even if you are small in your eyes, are you not the
the tribes of Yisrael?”

-y arw wvsease aen o oo

...but in contrast, David originated from Rus the Moablte
(Rashi loc,

R a : . : :

This act of Bo’az was a gesture of the finest altruism. It must have
taken tremendous strength of character to overcome his personal de-
sire to bring forth some of the greatest people in the history of the
worldand to be prepared to pass the potential to Rus,
himself mlght be eliminated from the genealogy. In reality, hgmgy er,
it is upor this very sort of altruism that the malchus of David is based.
It was not just the trait of Rus from Mo'av that was needed to begin
the malchus, but also the ability to sacrifice one’s own desires and ad-
vantage for the benefit of the klal, an essential requirement for a suc-

. cessful Jewish king. When Bo’az saw in Rus the spark of Mo’av that
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* Let us return to Bo’az. The holy Arizal showed that the name "Arequired and he handed her his entire potential to bqing forth the
Bo'az can be broken down into bo az, ‘meaning “strength is in him.» ‘X {Zaddikim, at that moment the malchus of David @_Q_t_l_ls.Mﬁma\h
This conveyed the fact that Bo’az knew he had the potential latent, ¥Sr¢bom. -

within him to bring forth the six tzaddikim mentioned in the midrash
shove. When he gave Rus the six symbolic grains of barley, he indi-
cated that he relinquished this power and instead handed it to her.

Yg It is important to note that at this stage in their relatlonshlp,y

Bo'az had no idea whether or not he would actually;énd up marrying
Rus. There was a living relative closer than Bo’az who could have cho-
sen to marry Rus when she redeemed her late husband's property..
However, Bo'az ignored this, realizing that it was in the best interests
of klal Yisrael for the malchus to come from Mo’av via Rus. Thus he was
,mepared to sacrifice his potentlal to be the progenitor of the whole
avidic line, including that of the Messiah himself, for the national
good Bo'az realized that the line of David must begin with the Moabite
trait of pride refined and developed forJewish use. He noticed that,Rus
ymbodied this characteristic, and her involvement became essential,
m@,ardless of whether or not he became the patriarch of the family.
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