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! HASHEM spoke to Moses after the death of Aaron's two sons, when they approached before

HasHeM, and they died. ? And HASHEM said to Moses: Speak to Aaron, your brother — pp
shall not come at all times into the Sanctuary. within the Curtain, in front of the Cover that is
upon the Ark, so that he should not die; jor in a cloud will I appear upon the Ark-cover. Wit
this shail Aaron come into the Sanctuary: with a young buil for a sin-offering and a ram for a5

elevation-offering.
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! God spoke to Moses, telling him to ? speak to the entire Israelite com-

munity and say to them:

You must be holy, since I am God your Lord (and] I am holy.
s Every person must respect® his mother and father, and keep My Sab-

baths.® 1 am God your Lord.

©

How was the Mishnah (Oral Law) imparted? Moses learnt from the
Almighty Himself. Aaron then entered and Moses recited the lesson for him.
Aaron withdrew and sat on Moses’ left. His sons entered and Moses recited
the lesson for them. They withdrew, Eleazar sitting on Moses’ right. and

Ithamar on Aaron's left. The Elders entered and Moses recited the lesson for .
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. teaching us that this chapter was delivered in full assembly, since most of

them. They withdrew and seated themselves at the side. Then ail the people the fundamental rulings of the Torah are derived therefrom.

entered and Moses recited the lesson for them. In this way the people heard

it once, the elders twice, Aaron's sons thrice and Asron four times.®
(Rashi on Ex. 34, 32)
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They came close to a sublime light with holy love,

and died because of it. This is the mystic secret of
“I[G-d’s] kiss” through which the righteous die.
Their death was equivalent to the death of the
righteous, [but] there was one distinction: It is the
kiss which approaches the righteous, while in their
instance, it was they who approached it.... Although
they understood that they would die, they did not
hold back from coming close, and clinging [to G-d]
in a sweet [bond] of love... to the extent that their

souls departed.
g _T’;ﬂl\ S'kl’;JQ_S- R\ SQ-CL'S

There is a Chassidic explanation* that Aaron’s two sons did
not “sin” literally. Their “sin” was to allow their desire to cleave
to G-d to mount to snch an intensity that they died. Their
bodies could no Jonger contain their souls. Thus the Torah

says “when they drew near to the L-rd (with such passion that)
they died.” And this was counted as a sin! For although a Jew
must divest himself of material concerns,’ at the moment when
he stands poised at the ultimate ecstasy of the soul, he must
turn again to the work that the soul must do within a physical
exastence.

It is written in the Pirkei Avot,® “Against your will you

live.” Se inst the desire of the soul to rise beyond the world,
is its task of creating a dwelling-place for G-d within the world.”

MNadab and Abihu achieved the ecstasy but not the return. This

was their sin and the reason for their death. They “drew near to
the L-rd and they died.” They let their spiritual passion over-
ride their this-worldly task. They went beyond the world and

beyond life itself. s
This act lies at the heart of each of the four faults which the
Midrash ascribes to them.

Jo
They “entered the Holy of Holies,” the innermost reaches

of the spirit, without thinking of their return to the outer

world.

They “did not wear the (priestly) garments.” Their concern
was to divest themselves of the world and to become purely
spiritual. They forsook the necessary “garments” in which the
word of G-d is clothed,® the Mitzvor, the physical actions that
sanctify a physical enyironment.
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They “had no children” and “did not marry.” That is, they

did not fulfill G-d's command to “be fruitful and multiply” and
to bring new souls into the world. They did the opposite. They
withdrew their own souls from the world.

All their faults stemmed from a single misconception, that
the Jew draws close to G-d by withdrawal instead of involve-
ment. In fact. both are necessary. And that is why, at the pomnt
of the year when we are most powerfully taken out of the
world—Yom Kippur—we begin the reading of the Torah from

these verses, as a reminder of our ultimate task.

PN
' Chassidic thought develops this concept, stating that

our love for G-d must involve two phases: ratzu, a powerful
vearning for connection with Him, and shuv, a commitment

to return and express G-d’'s will by making this world a
dwelling for Him.""

. All the Torah’s narratives have a teaching which is applica-
ble to every Jew,** not simply to the outstanding few. Whar,
then, is the universal significance of the stary of Nadab and
Abihu? Surely not everyone can reach a level of ecstasy where
one’s life is in danger. A few need the warning; but what of the

many?
-
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As the Or HaChayim explains, Aharon’s sons had
reached an i longing to
cleave to G-d. This should have been followed by a turn
toward shuv, expressing this bond in their lives.”” Their
sin'® was not the closeness they established with G-d, but

the fact that the connection did not bear fruit; they died
without having expressed this bond in the realm of ordi-
nary experience.'* For G-d's intention is that the deepest
levels of love for Him he demonstrated in an appreciation

| for the G-dliness that inhabits every element of creation,
and in serious efforts to enable this G-dliness to become

manifest.

S

But every Jew is sometimes awakened. to_an_intense reli-
gious experience, especially r on Shabbat and the Festivals, more
particularly during the Ten Days of Repentance,'® and above all
on Yom Kippur. He is for a while taken out of his daily routine,
his normal anxieties, and inwardly rises beyond his usual men-
e : :
tal confines. It is at these times that he must remember that
whatever i i main must
be carried with him when he returns to his everyday world. He
must not seek ecstasy for its own sake, but for the sake of the
subsequent return. A religious experience must not be left as ad
memory; it Imust remain active in animating the whole of his
life.
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However, as in everything else in life, we should begin

slowly. Perhaps we can begin by just really focusing our attention

on thinking of Hashem each and every time we mention His

name! [This is one of the reasons we do not shuckle (shake) the‘,

lulav when we sav Hashem’s name during Hallel. We make sure

to desist from any activity which might distract us from concen-

trating on His holy name.] Instead of mumbling Boruch atah

Hashem blindly and without any authentic glimmer of recogni-
tion regarding the meaning behind the words, let us pause for a
moment and acknowledge Hashem in each individual word.

The Talmud states that a person is obligated to say,

*“The world was created for me” (Sanhedrin 37a). Young

or old, strong or frail, bright or dull, everyone has a
reason for existence. "~

As with Shabbos, so with every day of the week. We
arise and say modeh ani, a prayer of gratitude for pro-
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viding anather day of life: “I_.am proud and grateful to ,0317003 70831 %301 %15 0V, 1MAR Y13 73w hnvm Y TYoNAb oyon T vy <

have the opportunity of fulfilling the Divine wish. As
ah individual, my unigue purpose in existence could
not be fulfilled by anyone else. Even all the great {zad-
dikim and all the Torah luminaries from the beginning
of creation to the end of time could not accompli_s}_'l my
singular mission_in the world, else I would not be in
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hreath oflife within me, I have significance, [ am worth-
while, and that should provide me with a great measure
of seif-esteem.”
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The answer lies in how a person begins his spiritual jour-
mey. If he sets out with the intention of satisfying his awn de-
sires, h.owever exalted they are, he will not wish to turn back
from his private ecstasy to the needs of the worid. But if he sets
out in obedience to G-d’s command, knowine that though
“You shall love the L-rd your G-d ... with all your might,”
nonetheless “He created (the world) not to be empty, he
formed it to .bc nhabited,™ then within his ecstatic approach to
G-d, the desire ultimately tommll
always be implicit.
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23 \When you shall come to the land and you shall plant any food tree, you shall treat its fruit
as forbidden; for three years they shall be forbidden to you, they shall not be eaten. 4 In the
fourth year, all its fruit shall be sanctified to laud HASHEM. 25 And in the fifth year you may eat
its fruit — so that it will increase its crop for you — I am HasHem, your God. .

suggestsa renson for the prohibition. The first fmits of a tree I_}L,)
isi ng 3
ars’ fruits are not yet mature This verse refers to the reward for not eating the produce

of fruit-trees for the first three years, and for bringing fourth-
year fruit to be eaten in Jerusalem. The phrase which the To-
rah uses, “that it may yield more richly to you its increase,” in-

enough to be worthy for that purpose, the Torah ordains that

24, wp — Shall be sanctified. This word teaches that 3%
fourth-year fruit, is treated like the second tithe; it must be

an use

safeguarded against contamination and eaten in Jerusalem. dicates that the purpose of the commandments about the first
If the owner lives outside the Holy City. he may redeem the 3 e+ ffth vear sho ald see a articularl
fruit for money, which he must bring to Jerusalem and use four_vcm fruit is so that the fift ‘Lt————L‘ i
ta buy. is guests will eat there (Rashii prolific crop.

Sira), : o e

25, tnxan o3y e — So that it will increase its crop for
you. In the merit of observing the commandment to deprive
yourself of the profits and enjoyment of your crops for four 4_,(9

YERE Yo fmu;:f\mp_;kv:] Ee Uncramsed {Fale S In the light of this story we can see why the most precious
4 gE - _j,.‘h — €, R Sads fruit is not that of the fourth year—even though it is called
The answer is that the whole purpose of creation was to “holy” (that is, set aside, withdrawn) am_ii_t_o_b___ebﬂﬂ_ciﬂy

make for G-d a “dwelling-place in the lower world.™ This within the walls of Jerusalemn; why 1t i fifth year fruit,
» world was to be transformed into a habitation for G-d. which could be eaten anywhere by anvone.

How is this dwelling-place built? Not, primarily, through ~When a Jew recognizes that even fruit which is not “holy”
lcammg or through thanks to G-d for the opportunity to learn. depends on the blessing of G-d: when he sees with his own
Study involves the “G-dly soul” of the Jew, the highest part of eyes that the land “yields more richly its increase” because of

his nature. But tha“bgixl:_ng_@'m_fgr_mmw health— G-d; and when he offers praises for these things. then he brings
thes; involve a sanctification of the body, of natural desires and the “You,” the essence of G-d. which is “holy” and beyond all
physical needs. When a ew recognize e gift of finitude, to “inhabit” the world as His dwelling-place, thus
G-d then he has truly admitted G-d into the “lower world.™ bringing the entire creation to its true fulfillment. % =
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