A Chesed: Going Beyond Self

11 “So shall you eat it: yourlo'ins girded, yourShoes on yoizr feet, and your staffin ybw;und;'-

you shall eat it in haste — it Is a pesach-offering to HASHEM.

11. pena X onY3K) — You shall eat it in haste. In the Talmud (Berachos 9a),.
R’ Elazar ben Azariah attributes the haste to the Egyptians, who pursued the
Jews and compelled them to leave quickly. In contrast, R’ Akiva holds that the
haste originated with the Israelites, who were in a rush after the time for

deliverance had come.

R’ Eliezer attributes the haste to the Shechinah, the Divine Presence itself.
This interpretation, which was also adopted by-Targum Yonasan, is based on
the image of Hashem hastening to the aid of His people when He freed them
from the contamination of Egypt. The mood is expressed by King Solomon:
Hark! My beloved! Behold, he comes, leaping over the mountains, skipping

. upon the hills (Song of Songs 2:8).

F. mrpa-nk onyews — You shall safeguard the matzos. Rashi explains this
) mean, to watch the matzah so that it does not become leavened. R” Yoshia
:clared that the word matzos may be read as mitzvos [commandments]. Just
i one must not let the matzah become leavened, similarly, one must not let a
titzvah "ferment” by delaying its fulfillment. The connection between matzah
ad mitzoah is not coincidental. Just as the matzah symbolizes God’s haste to
id His people in their distress, so a mitzoah, an act of service to God, must be

erformed with a sense of urgency. Neither tolerates laziness or lack of -

nthusiasm. One must serve God in the same way that salvation was offered to
lis people — with alacrity.
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In our commentary on the Ethics of the Fathers (5.7) we-have
explained the expression of hesed as denoting an excess. It is used
upeciaélly of extraordinary kindness.

Loving-kindness is practised in two wWays:

First, we show kindness to those who have no claim whatever
upon us;
Secondly.wearekindtothosetowhamitisduc.inamtnr
measure than is duc to them. (Guide to the Perplexed II, 53)

"PMTT DOTPR DIXKLI 1BY WA “prve Avan S¥I. PIY W

37XV TN PDR 3. ‘N WD TED XN W MWD JDTR MY X
WD TID X0 MYAT Yy nIopn LYW Y mbTen arawn mm
On? XKW T TR0 0N MW7 DneYan nbIl Yovms o wmpwm
“UETR ANY3e IXOMPDT NN YA 133 X33 D 93 W P
SPMT 2 Ty van Y Yhe proab sk m mrian oy 3wy

wnmnmrﬂ*n':ruhmx‘m‘:mmﬁmm

X7 I R oYt amxea IR XN PR OWA I 7D R Kb
mxﬁxmm:w:ubm*mm;mmﬁmnﬁm
;mMﬁWW1mmn.zmﬁaw1rwmmupmmmw
m'vmm.mbpnbﬁ::m?xmm’:mwmxbm
- Tmn yEn ™ A tonm aawan nyans wax Bamax b
mIw 12 PR UK 1M Y3 avm ma ub U AT IR TRRab Yo mxa
37 TP T WATIAY SOW WImTPRR VATPIT 13 K /773 Tonn b

Juavany

(9



Elimelech was among the outstanding personalities of the country,
as well as ome of its leading
set in, he chimed: Now all
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""Now, since I have treated
God that you will
" Ieliable sign that
brothers and
death]™

Irenoshua Perel; 2

you kindly, please swear 1o me by
treat my family kindly (oo, Please give me a
nat “you will Spare my father apd mother, my
sisters and all their househ Ids, and save us from
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Israel will gather at my pates. One :

other with his basket. What did he do?
and ran away from them. (Jbid.)

6 “AND THE NEAR KINSMAN SAID: T CANNOT REDEEM
IT FOR MYSELF, .
LEST 1 MAR MY OWN INHERITANCE,
TAKE YOU MY RIGHT OF REDEMPTION UPON YOUR.

SELF; FOR I CANNOT REDEEM IT"*~

-

H

e~ 2 )
beart and all your soul® ¢ Follbc‘;d your Lord, remain in awe of Him, keep
His commandments, obey Him and serve Him, and you will then be able s

. have a tue spiritual experience through Him.*
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*Strive For Truth, Rabbi E. Dessier, Eq, Rabbi Carmei
il - " - ) On the other side stands the fg_g;. . Ity of ;gjg- .g. by which a
When_the_Almighty created human beings He made 36 M
them capable of both givin and taking, The faculty of h. This'is whar peopl i selfishness. Jt is

ving 1s a sublime ower: it is one of the artributes of the the root of all the evils in the world. %
dlessed Creator of a] things, He is the Giver por excel- Some people take withou '
take by $ they

lence; His' mercy, His bounty and His goodness exteng to

all His creatures, His giving is pure giving for He takes

ing in retum. He can take nothing for He Jacks

nothing, a5 the verse $3vs, "....If vou are righteous whay
...’ -

do you give to Him: -

Qur service to Him ;s not for His need but for our

; h i | ¥ i onality e or the other of the rwo
OWn, since we need 2 means of eXpressing vur gratitude - in the innermost Jon —— =
o Hin : "d“‘-ﬂ‘-i—"\_g.__g\huﬂ there

Do compromises. It is a basic law tl_nuhq’eismmiddlc

Man has been pranted this sublime power of iving, path in human interese, rd,_in
ing hi 10 be merciful. to bestow ha piness, to aery_thought— Perhaps those directed towards
give of himself. “God created man in His own image."? his inngrml:”t gﬁ:]l:;ug myfomzmﬁmm;mq

outside himself—one is _always devoted cither to
vingkindness and pivin Of to prasping and taking, We

hnd a similar jdea in The Duties of the Heart* where it is

sated that in marters of the inner Jife there are no indif.

lerent actions: there are onlv ohlipatinne or prohibitinne
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