Korach: Spiritual Ambition vs. Spiritual Striving

| B Qe - ch. 16

[ !Korach son of Yitz’har (a grandson of Kehoth and great-grandson of

'f Levi®) began a rebellion* along with Dathan and Aviram (sons of Eliav®)

! and On son of Peleth,” descendants of Reuben. ? They had a confrontation
with Moses along with 250 Israelites who were men of rank in the com-
munity, representatives® at the assembly,” and famous.* .

3 They demonstrated against Moses and ‘Aaron, and declared to them,
“You have gone too far!* All the people in the community are holy, and
God is with them. Why are you setting yourselves above God’s congrega-
tion?"” :
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3. K50 m,zjh"?)_l‘ﬁqfén — They gathered together against Moses and Aaron;

The Midrash tells us how Korach used false and misleading arguments to
undermine the laws of the Torah in the minds of the people. Thus he brought

i
! thetwo hundred-fifty distinguished men before Moses wearing garments made
‘ entirely of blue wool {techeiles), and he asked Moses if those garments required

tzitzis. When Moses answered that they do, Korach scoffed that if four blue
threads can satisfy the requirements of tzitzis how can a garment made entirely
of techeiles not be acceptable. In Korach’s mirid the garments completely made

cheiles were an analogy to his men who, being endowed with noble and
superior souls, could dispense with the additional threads of techeiles imposed

“on lesser men,

. Every human experience holds and teaches more than

; itseems to contain at first glance. Every human experience is

.y none other than the finite translation of an infinite idea,

! Human consciousness, while locked into_a_physical body,

i _inte‘rgre_t_._s_‘deegg; e)_(pgrience as superficial experiericé; our.

o work is to_translate that superficial experience back into its
| source in depth..

3

| Why do we long for home? It is a’ universal human
experience that ' when one is away from ‘one’s home, and
particularly from the home of oné’s youth, one longs to be
back there. A place has special beatity in the eyes of those
who live there, even when that placé has no particular
natural beauty. “Chen makom al yosh'vav - A place has
special beauty for those who live in it” If all of our .
experiences are none other than this-worldly parallels of
" higher experiences, what does this megp? The answer is that
| the neshama is derived from a higher world; its true place, its
} true_home, is that world where. it ehjoyed indescribable .
| closeness "with its Creator. It'is sent into this world,
| immeasurably distant from that place of origin, to reside in
the body of a mortal beingi'But it never forgets its home; it
forever longs with a most powerful longing to return.

:]',’ However, this depth remains subconscious; the neshama

- longs for its,real home in the spiritual realm but the
emotions read that longing as homesickness! After all, the
realm of origin is not visible from here; the neshama has lost
sight of it, the mind cannot see it. And so the conscious mind

interprets that deep experience of origin as a particular facet
~ of the human psyche familiar to each of us.
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R Levi;s'qid: He (Moses) announced the edict with the
word, ‘Sufficient’ and the edict was confirmed with

; the word,  Sufficient’. He announced the edict to
i Korach and his followers with the words_Sufficient

for you, you Levites,” and the edict was confirmed
to hfm with the words. _Sufficient for you do not
continue to speak to Me about this inatter’ And why
was so much demanded of Moses? The school of R.
(Ytshrtr;'ael taught, ‘According to the camel is the load’
; i.e. the greater the person, the greater hi -
(36 ibility),? o » respons
;’ ’F‘ What was the error in Moses’ phrase of rebuke that caused
| it to be thrown back at him before his death and, on the

¢ | other hand, why was he right in demanding such a vi
i and terrible end for the rebels? & a violent
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- And when we are home we long to travel! For all the
neshama’s love of its origin, it nevertheless longs to move

fRrough this world, distant from its home, to enjoy the
" beauty of this world and to acquire its wealth — the true
,~wealth of mitzvos and perfection of chal;gﬁ:’cer. (Iﬁ fact, the
' very 'trait of acquisitiveness is none other than the neshama’s
. interpretation of this depth!) The exp]iciWscious psyche

© experiences this deep stirring of the neshg‘ 714.as wanderlust,
the longing toitravel. Lo .
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" children (Torah Temimah)). Yet the
soul is not satisfied because .it

. knows that whatever it earns is for
itse]f = and therefore never has
enotigh of Torah and good deeds.

This is likened to a villager who

g

married a princess. Though he may g

bring her all his earthly pc ions,
they _are not esteemed by her,

because she is of royal lineage {and
accustome uxury beyond the
imagination of a mere villager.] So it
;is with the soul; though you bring it
luxuries in_the world, th
are valueless to it Why? Because |r*
is of heavenly origin {and its values
are spiritual; infininitely higher
. than earthly goods.]
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| ! God spoke to Moses, saying, ? “Tell Eleazar (son of Aaron the priest)
that the fire pans have been sanctified, and he must gather them up from N q :
NP0 Bnn >
’\ the burned area. He shall then scatter the burning coals far and wide. * The 1 - no_Thit_pip _WT>_on D).
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i e next day the entire Israelite community began to complain to '
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Why does the Halakhah refuse to give primacy to the emo-
tions, to the inner feelings? Why does it not consider.devekut,
religious fervor, a_more genuine and authentic experience than

| the outward act of performing a mitzvah? It is because there

aré_three serious shoricomings in making the religious act de-

| pendent on human emotion and sentiment.
=@ First, the religious emotion is volatile, ever:changing, and

unstable. even within one individual. To correlate the outward

lact to the inner emotion would require regular adjustments.
' The mitzvah would continually have to be mcdiﬁed and, at times,

‘ nullified in faver of new symbohc acts that would correspond
\ to the person’s emotional staté, The format and identity of the

| mitzvah would be destroyed and- no continuity of identifiable
4 performance would be possible.

i feelings of different individuals at different times. What was ; - , . ,
R 3 »

/ inspiring to one person might not affect another at.all. No com: I CMEYTIN D710y N Ny ’3 Y N

| munity (Kehillah) service of God would be possible; ‘since group P QY wpw NS npwnn . St nonn

“' worship presupposes a unifying constancy. What would be ap- DX [ 2IYN 01230 N DNAAN INI/NM.

| propriate today would be obsolete tomorrow, and what is ap- rrapn nab  wnwy " ")73,’3' “oye1  ov o)

Second, each person feels an experiencé differently. Rituals
would continually have to be reformulated to correspond to the

preciated in one community may be unintelligible in another.
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D‘O“% Third, ‘we have no reliable gauge to differentiate secular ; A"
I types of response from the genumely religious expenence There miﬂWJ’) oYY (3,0) 'l"35‘1 my 9’
" are many non-religious reactions which claim transcendental A LR NP NRRRY PAPIVA p:mf
qualities of holiness. The love impulse, the aesthetic quest of the 1P 5y ,mapnb My AANN ST 1M VN
30 . . . % o YT
. However,_if one f conform to y
N 7 .

halakhic norms and instead, availing himself of common sense,
substitutes a garment that_is_entirely blue, his response will
be divested of its_religious meaning and totallyJ‘ secular. And
i if there is a response at all, it will be a mundane, hedonistic
experience, aesthetic appreciation, but not a religious emotion.
The color blue, as an aspect of kiyyum hamitzvah, is a source
! of religious inspiration; but a blue garment that is not prescribed
by the Torah merely contains a color and may produce many
types of secular associations, some even vulgar and demeaning.
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K.' ‘was [now}* producing blossoms

21 Moses spoke to the Israclites, and each ot the leaders gave him a staff
for his paternal tribe. There were twelve staffs, with Aaron’s staff among
them. 2 [Moses) placed the staffs before God in the Testimony Tent. ** The

when Moses came to the Testimony Tent, Aaron's stafl, repre-
had blossomied. It had given forth leaves” and
% and almonds were ripening on it.

d, and let all tl:me

next day,
senting the house of Levi,

\  Moses brought all the staffs out from before Go
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Reb Zusya was asked if he would accept the opportunity to switch
‘places with Avraham Avinu. He replied, “What would HaKadosh
Baruch Hu gain? There would still be one Avraham Avinu and one
Reb Zusya.” Each individual has to aspire to achieve the maximum he
can_in his individual role and not to duplicate the role entrusted to
another. There can be only one Kohen Gadol. Had Korach taken theq_

whether it was Aharon or himself, as long as the duties of the office
-~ were performed in accord with God’s will.
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1s This angered Moses greatly, and he said to HASHEM, "' Do not
turn to their gift-offering! | have not taken even a single donkey
of theirs, nor have | wronged even one of them.”
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11, oy DRy — Well on in years. Zohar comments that

each day in a person’s life carries with It Its own challenge

" and mission. What Is to be accomplished today cannot be

postponed to tomorrow, because tomnorrow hes its own set

of things to do. in the normal course of events, people go

through Hife with their |||‘3|ﬂ\ual celendars”_marred by

countless days and hours that were wasted or, even worse,

‘misused. greatest people, such. &3 Abraham end

' %avaﬁ. ome through life with all thelr days Intact, all of

em wtilized pro ggrlx and E!Eselull! This 15 The signlll-

cance of the expression tm'3 0Ky, Tierally, they came with

. days: They reached their old age wllﬁ [ rlcii harvest of days
ot truly mattered.
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Why dzd Moses long ‘to enter the Land of. Israel?
Did he'need to eat its fruit, or satiate himself with its
goodne&s?»"But he argued that there are many com-
mandmgzzts imposed on Israg] that .can only be
performed in. the Land. Let me enter'in order that I
may perform them.!3

+ Moses wished to reach new spmtual hexghts in the Land
sof Israel. Because of the incident of the water of Meribah,
“his wish coulld not be granted. Yet, because of the retort w1th

“ which he dismissed Korach’s wish of a similar nature (even
though the motivation was not pure), Moses’ wish was refused
by God with the same curt expression 17 21 — it is sufficient
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