Sukkot: Apprehending the Divine

that You, HASHEM,
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A , ™ and they will say about the inhabitants of this Land,.'They have hga;c‘;

Your cloud stands over themn, and tha
pillar of fire at night —

3 A.ﬁ"{ - d‘uq‘rc‘raz
HE samp To THEM: GO OUT AND
SEE WHICH [S THE BEST TRAIT A
PERSON SHOULD ACQUIRE. RABBI
ELIEZER sAID: A GOOD EYE. RABBI
YEHOSHUA SAID: A GOOD FRIEND.
Raeet Yosg saip: A GoOD
NEIGHBOR. RABBI SHIMON SAID:
ONE WHO CONSIDERS THE CONSE-
QUENCES OF AN ACTION. Rassi
ELAZAR SAID: A GOOD HEART. HE
SAID TO THEM: [ PREFER THE

WORDS OF RABBI ELAZAR -BEN.

ARACH TO YOURS, BECAUSE YOUR
WORDS ARE INCLUDED IN HIS
worps. He saip To THEM: GO
OUT AND SEE WHICH EVIL TRAIT A
PERSON SHOULD SHUN. RABBI
ELIEZER SAID: AN EVIL EYE. RasB1
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In our commentary &1 the Ethics of the Fath
uﬁhin:dlhnuprmiondbududmoﬁummnhﬂﬁd
especially of extrigrdinary kindoess.
Loving-kindness is practised in twe ways:
First, we show kindness to those who

upon us;
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measure than is due to them. (Guide to,the Perplexed I, 53)
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are in the midst of this people — that You, HASHEM, appeared eye o eye and
t in a pillar of cloud You go before them by day and in a
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_ 2 Perfection in the trait of generosity and pleasantness
will help a person achieve excellence in other good desirable character-traits

(Rabbesnu Yonah).
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R. Hama b. Hanina said further: What is the meaning of (Deut
13} "You shall walk after the Lord, your God™? Lt it then
possible for & humanm being to walk after the Shekhinah? Has i
nol been said: “For the Lord, your Ged s & consuming fire™?

The meaning_f1, however, that_one_theould imitete the stiriButes .

of God: Just a3 He clothes the naked, a3 it s written (Gen. J21):
“And the Lord God made for Adam asd for his wile costs of
mmwm"nmmmmmm
1Stah 14a)

The Holy One, bletsed be He, buries the dead. h h:.:id {Deut.
J6): “And He buried him in the valley.” (Sotab, iddd.)
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14 ngiw g — A good eye. Satisfaction with c_me’s_l possessions is the best of all

. .-qualities (Rambam).
s &-‘{;u Gvim jim;\.‘-‘ .K.,_g"f\.‘f‘?

d In the next mushnah (14) they seek to describe “the evil, bad. way”
which a person should strongly avoid. Rabbi Eliczer answers, An evil eye.
This implies envy, jealousy, constant discontent, and a niggardly spirit which
abhors sharing with others or serving others. With “an evil eye” a person
will say, “What [ have is nover enough, and what the other has is always

too_much.” )

1" When the {sraclites went to do this,

o NE nicar

some gathered more and some Iet.s.
mer, the one'who had taken more did

1 Byt when they mcasured it with an o
not have any extra, and the one who
They had gathered exacdy enough for cach one Lo eaL
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had taken less did not have too little.
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The [ewish people are likened ta fire and flame, and
our perennial enemies are likened_to_straw. The verse states
“V'haya beis Yaakov eish, 1 beis Yosef lehava, u'beis Esav I'kash
— And the house of Jacob shall be fire, and the house of
Joseph flame, and the house of Esau shall be straw.” What
exactly is the meaning of this comsarison?

—/) The Midrash gives an analogy. There was once a
pechami — a seller of coals in the marketplace (in the ancient
world, one would buy coals to light one’s home fires - the
pechami kept coals alight and glowing for sale) A straw
merchant arrived in the same marketplace and began piling
up his bales of straw. After a while there was no place to
move, and the pechami became afraid. Tons of straw were
filling the market and there was no place left.
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H At that point, a wise man who was present spoke to
the pechami: “What are you afraid of? When his straw gets
too close to your fire, one spark from your coals will end the
problem!”

This Midrash teaches a fundamental lesson about the
Jewish people and the Torah in the long battle against the
external forces which seek to destroy us. The Esav-nations

represented by straw: onlyone-kind-of value,
and that lies in quantity. A few pieces of straw are worthless;
only in bulk does straw achieve value. Its worth is
proportional to its mass. Those nations and cultures which
appose the spiritual, value the material, and the material has
value in its mass; he who has more is wealthier. When Esav
comes ta meet Yaakov, he initially rejects Yaakov's gift,
prociaiming his weaith: “] have much.” His wealth lies in the
sheer volume and mass of his possessions — “I have much.”
These nations would swamp the Jewish people if they could,
and establish a world unfettered by moral niceties and
considerations of the spiritual; in fact, they would gladly use
their bulk and might to destroy Yaakov.

T . Sanchester in Teme [ Gend
* 4! Asukkah is essentially a_temporary residence. It
vividly reminds us that the whole of this world is nothing
but a temporary abode. All material pleasure and success
are transient and our dreams of establishing ourselves in an
unassailable position in this world are nothing but fantasy.

il

The “Sukkah of Peace” which we ask God to spread over us is
connected with the “Clouds of Glory” which protected us in
our desert wanderings and which the sukkot of the Festival also”
symbolize (Sukkah 11b). These protective clouds were granted
in the merit of Aharon, who loved peace and pursued peace
(Avot 1:12). They also demonstrate the constant presence of
God in our midst (Bemidbar 14:14). s

23 Allthese symbols flow togethier. Sukkah deflates the impor-

tance of material affluence and so-called economic security in
this world. This is the “sukkah principle.” So long as people
ignore this and make material success the be-all and end-all of
existence, there can be no peace in the world. In sucha society
people covet each other’s possessions, and the very fact.that
one person has something makes the other feel that he has
less. The same applies to nations on the world scale.

—}# The sukkah principle; if internalized, turns people towards
spiritual goals. When the members of a society strive together
for the things of the spirit, the success of one benefits all, envy
and hatred are banished and peace reigns supreme. This is
why Aharon the High Priest, the man of the spirit, is also’
the man of peace. The Clouds of Glory which indicate God'’s

presence have the power to form a Tabernacle of Peace over

all Istael, and eventually over all mankind.

a0

Yaakov, on the other hand, meets his brother’s
declaration of wealth with “For { have evervthing.” Sp_i_ri_tggl
values live on a plane above mass and volume, and none of

the terms relating to mass or bulk are relevant — “I have
everything.” Completeness is not possible in the realm of the
physical, but above that realm it becomes natural.

And that is why Yaakov is likened to fire. Straw

achieves value in bulk but fire is fire no matter how little of

it there is. One spark is enough to ignite a whole world of
straw; and in that final and inevitable battle between the
might of muscle and the light of genuine spirit, it is the small
spark of real fire which will prevail. When the bales of straw,
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