THE HOLIDAYS OF TISHREL THE INNER CONNECTION
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et us look more closely at the duality of hidden, inner
world and revealed, outer world. “Ein ha'bracha
m'tzuya ela b'davar ha'samui min ha'ayin — Blessing is
not found except in that which is hidden from the eye.”
‘When _ _a____}.:hring_ is revealed in the outer, finite world it
becomes limited to the proportions of the finite environment
in which it finds itself. But while a_thing is hidden, while it
yet lives in the unlimited, unrevealed world it has none of

the constraints of the finite.

In the world of potential all things can exist, but in the
p_]lygjéazl__;g_aid only one version of a thing can exist at any
one time. For any thing to manifest in the material world, all
that it could have been must be sacrificed except that solitary
version of itself which manifests here. Here things are
crystallized, frozen into physical form, and the physical can
be only one thing at a time.

5 The body lives in the outer world. It is physical, it can
be perceived easily, mechanically, with finite tools. The
neshama (soul), the personality, lives in the inner dimension;

it can be perceived only with an inner faculty. There are no

tools which can be used to perceive the neshama directly. The

modern secular culture; Torah eyes focus on _the inner s
world. Even when dealing with external things, the goal

should be to use those things as avenues to the inner reality.
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2 The Mo ya"™ explains that the Mitzvah of Shofar is to blow a VW9 2P, a

single note. Every Jew has a NIPYT NP, a certain essence in which his 7929 NHW

resides and_which can never be corrupted. If the 173 N would be corrupted,

Teshuvah could never be effected. A sinner could not be converted into a saint if his inner
essence did not remain pure. Teshuvah is obtainable only because the core of the sinner’s

extend that purity to the balance of the sinner’s personality.""

13

2 (87)  bmyt (a7 WHo W) W37 quotes the Passuk:

SRR T TR DYD DY NP TN N9 DR
G-d will re-gather all of His diverse flock from all corners fo the
globe.
He notes that the Passuk is written in the singular (i.e. 4nm) and not in the plural (i.e.
po'n7). This is puzzling since the Torah is seemingly addressing all of the many lost
Jews. Why, then, did it employ the singu]a.r term?
23317 17 explains that the Torah was not referring to the physical exile of the
Jewish People, but to the spiritual exile of each individual. Spiritual exile occurs when a
person is imprisoned within himself, when his P09 N is held captive by the other
portions of the body. One who is afraid to identify with his b0 N can not do
Teshuvah; he will never repent. He will remain captive to himself. Being held captive by
_g_pfsfﬁis_wq;sq than being enslaved by others. When a person refuses to comply with the
will of G-d, he enslaves his 7122 NEW) in the most pernicious form of self-enslavement.
”"5 People too often wish to be somebody other than themselves. They often want to
become the person whom others regard in high esteem instead of identifiying with their
own unique personality and with their 139 nnw). This is such a foolish desire; it is
#%irnmatcrial what others think of one. ;I'her Ei{y_j§ to rfcog_n_i__ze one’_s true personality that:

"

lies within the 371772 T2V, the inner recesses of one’s soul.

B " . T
10 The mwn is classified by the Gemara as > W™, wailing, or P >,

groaning. These sounds are not limited to human beings. Even animals omit sounds
when they sense danger. The Torah demands that man disregard all of the external levels
of his personality. Man must remove his false pretenses. He must strip away all of his
‘!j_ﬁjf?ﬂf personalities gnd_ El_n_proa_ich G-d from the n %8 NP, with a viwa 5, a simple
voice, devoid of any pretense, _§tr_ipped of falsities, philosophies and intellectualizations,
and donveying his true innermost feelings.

3 _Th}s lt\:ﬁaﬁnﬁlg_e j‘_‘,’f’?fﬂ?!ish@ only by employing the sound of animals, since animals

can not lie. This true 1Wa 77 is produced in 1 PINIP DL, It is the voice of the

Mo fwd, Tt is not a VA, It is not a beautiful composition. It is not an articulate

prayer. It is merely the emission of a simple primifive sound, a Vw2 92, a sound which is

true, faithful and not pretentious.

]

& In the inner-recesses of one's soul, one recognizes his true personality. The
Passuk_of TNoN M 33P7 DYN DWW N¥PI TNT 1 DN, exhorts the sinner to
remember that his 11219 1PW) is hidden, and that his job is to ensure‘that the npw)
019 emerge. In order to repent and obtain Teshuvah, one must re-identify himself with
that inner core of his personality. Similarly, to Y78% 9¥2v7 27, the phrase, Yonn npYan o
N7, does not refer to the numerous souls of diverse individuals. Rather, it refers to the

inner soul, the N9 W), of each individual Jew. Each Jew is exhorted to identify with

his nana Qlal ) and establish his true identity, his real personality. This 1078 fAPWY

il

"5};, Each person wears many hats. Each person’s: personality has many layers. He
engages in business. He engages in commerce. He has social interactions etc. However,

he must strip these all away and approach G-d with his true personality, his N1 nnw).

A4 : — ;
ko3 (91)  Thus, in an 77¥ Y, it is insufficient for one to pray to G-d with speech.
Speech itself is the product of the n*n¥n M), It is masked. It reflects only the external
levels of one’s personality and not one’s true personality. It is devoid of truth. Man’s

vocabulary is woefillly insufficient to express his trug longing for G-d. The Psalmist says
nonn Rt 12" G-d’s praises can never be ﬂ;fly expressed. Man can never completely
articulate his yearning for Teshuvah. Often, the more a person speaks, the more he

‘obscures his true feelings. The 1°1°)2 NN can only express itself with the uncorrupted

pure sound of a V1WA 77 The purest NPYY is that of VWS P, a simple sound.

In conclusion, the TN NMIPN merges the most exalted prayers produced by
the NN N0V with the pure prayers produced by the 720 nwy. Rosh Hashanah is,
therefore, called 1972t O, which denotes man who finally realize§ who he is and who

discerns his true inner personality.
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ust as the body has its root in the neshar;m (soul), so too the
inner wisdom has a higher root. This _root of wisdom is
ratzon, desire. In this source lies the origin of all inner life.
The outer mind can never initiate, 1t can only respond. The

flash of an idea, the surge of energy which the mind feels at the
beginning of a project. At the interface between that emptiness,

that potential, and the very first spark of thought, is desire. Itis

the motivating energy of bringing something into being from
nothing. Of course, it is infinitely short-lived: once we become
aware of the thought it is present, already formed. But the
moment of flashing-in leaves a residue of energy in the mind,
a “high”, and we can savor it briefly.

! Before anythin
motivation is ratzon — “desire” or

g can happen it must be motivated, and that
swill”. Tt is the flash of

conception.
This ratzon is a mysterious force
of all inner life, The numerical value of 7 ratzon is also that of
— the ultimate source.
y than to

in the mind. Itis the source

M “source”; and of yww “His Name”
No thought or action can ever be traced more deepl
this point; no cause can ever be defined which underlies it: it is
the root cause, the deepest source of all outflow inthe mind and
hama. In fact, if one can generate the ruthless honesty

nes
required for this exercise, when one traces one’s motivation
down to the underlying desire which subsumes all the more

accurat
a reason, a goal —if 1 could achieve this, it would lead to that,

and so on. But ultimately the one final fa chlis (purpose) to which
all the others lead, the one which has no ulterior element, that
which one wants because one wants it — that is the source.
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X Not only is this area of ratzon the root of the personality; in
-a certain sense it is the entire personality: once an active desire
exists all else in the personality is no more than machinery,
mechanisms for implementing that desire. A close analogy is
the way a physical action is performed: once the brain has
generated the nerve impulse which passes down the nerves to

the muscles causing the action, the process is automatic. The
nerve and muscle functions are mechanical; animals are no
different, and even a machine could .duplicate those

components of the process. The only part which is uniquely

human is the initial generating of the iden which results in
mechanical function. In terms of meaning, that is everything.
All the rest is technical. Meaningful change can only be a change
.at the level of will, the level of human decision concerning
which acts to perform. Changes in the mechanics — which

muscles are to be used and how, for éxample, ‘are insignificant;
these are simply variations in the means.

U Similarly, any changes mqﬂe,supeerﬁci,ally in the personality
are r_)lezi:*ﬂly only changes in strategy: how to go about achieving
the same end in a different way. The only truly meaningful
Ch;gngemu_s_tnbe a change in the root. The technical machinery
of the mind and body are slaves to the goal, the ratzon. It is all
too easy to make changes superficially; .often _these changes

reflect a stubbom and very effective method of avoiding

confrontation with the core, the “real you”. Spiritual growth
requires that confrontation, difficult though it may'be. The
battle is to fight through to one’s own core, to acknowledge it
and lay it bare, to reach that interface with the Root of the
neshama which is beyond it and which animates and inspires it.
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"anlr;tzd_to _God HlelS&]f_._

27 The Halakhah insists that God be experienced out of a disci-
plined life which is hallowed and cleansed through the purifying
influence of mirzvot. The Torah aspires to bring down the Divine
Presence into the worldly arena of space and time, into the

midst of earthly life. Not a flight to a higher world that is wholly

.good, but its mission is to superimpose, however imperfectly,
the eternal world upon “‘them that dwell in houses of clay™ (Job

=13
- The Torah is this-worldly; it is not for angels. We approach
God through the totality of human existence, which relates the
Jew to the physical world, to his fellow man, and si s:multancously
with God. There is no royal road to God; it is a long winding
road up steep hills. Instantaneous devoutness which envelops
the soul only is not the Tordh way.
And so for seven days, we commit ourselves to the centrality
*“‘of the Torah and ‘Halakhah in our lives. And only then, on
Shemml Atzeret and-Slmhat Torah, does the Torah itself incline

us towards that awesome Presence in the center of the circle.
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among all those I have not found. But, see, this I did find: God

made man upright, but they have sought many reckonings.
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