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142 Retum, O Jsrael, to HAsHEM, your God, for you have stum- ]:1'71[_}; 23 :1";3'71'; 7

- bled through your iniquity. * Take words with you and
retun to HASHEM; say to Him, “Forgive every sin and accept good-
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The Talmud states that a person is obligated to say,
ated for in 37a). Young
or old, strong or frail, bright or dull, everyone has a
reason for existence, *”

As with Shabbaos, so with every day of the week. We
arise and say modeh ani, a prayer of gratitude for pro--
viding another day of life: “.am proud and grateful to
have the opportunity of fulfilling the Divine wish. As

ah individual, my unique purpose in existence could
ﬁm_,b_e_[ulﬂll_eﬂ_b_\{ anyone else. Even all the great tzad-
dikim and all the Torah luminaries from the beginning
of creation to the end of time could not accomplish my
singular mission_in the world, else 1 would not be i
existence I have a value that transcends any.that rnan
can bestaw upon me, It is not for me to logically under-
atand my ultimate purpose, hut as long as there is a
hreath oflife within me, [ have significance, I am worth-
while. and that should provide me with & great measure
of sell-esteem.”
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2. TESHUVAH AND REPENTANCE

‘Repentance’ in Hebrew is not Teshuvah but charatah.
Not only are these two terms not synonymous. They are op-
posites.

Charatah_implies remorse or a feeling of guilt about the
past and an intention to behave in a completely new way
in_the future. The person decides to become ‘a new man.’
But _Teshuvah means ‘returning’ to the old, to one's original
nature. Underlving the concent of Teshuwah is the fact that
the Jew is, in essence, good. Desires or temptations may deflect
hi mporarily [r ing_himself, being true to his essence.
But the bad that he does is not part of, nor does it affect,
his real nature. Teshuvah is a return to the sell. While repent-
ance involves dismissing the past and starting anew, Teshuvgh
‘means going back 1o one’s roots in G-d and exposing them as
one's true character.

For this reason, while the righteous have no need to repent,
and the wicked may be unable to, both may do Teshuvah.'
The righteous, though they have never sinned, have constantly
to sirive to return to their innermost. And the wicked, however
distant they are from G-d, can always return, for Teshuvah
does not_involve creating anything new, only rediscovering the
go00d that was always within them.
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In this sense, God wants us to accept Him as king. By doing so we e
benefit Him only because we would be elevating ourselvesqBy becoming His_

subjects we would join in the mission for which He created the universe. In

other words. on Rosh Hashanah when wl’.E’O_Clai________.L_i—dﬂhH God as King, w

ourselves ready to make while.
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The greatest blessing one can bestow is to enlighten another and
acquaint him with himself. The Mishnah (Avos 3:18) says: “Man is
precious, having been created in God’s image, and even more so for
having been informed that he was created in God's image.”
Self-knowledge of one’s abilities and talents, as well as one’s
“ehiorta J limitations, is the greatest blessing; it is the means

shortcoming and

enabling one to realize his Divine mission in this world.
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The Gemara (Yoma 20b) says that prior to death, the neshamah
gi\;es a scream that is heard from one end of the world to the other.
Reb Chaim of Volozhin explains that before one passes from this
wc;rld‘ Hashem shows him a picture of what he could have been had
he developed all his potential and contrasts it to what he actually

achieved. When the neshamah sees the chasm between these two
images, it screams.

|4 Why is that scream described as going “from one end of the world
to the other end” and not “from the beginning of the world to_the
end?” Perhaps we can explain this with the following preface.
There is a dispute between Rav and Shmuel in Megillah as to
whether Hodu and Kush were at opposite ends of the world or right

next to each other. The Vilna Gaon explains that both are true, for

[owh 107 T Thws1 qma Aohnw WA DK 1113y 133
- 10 oK M2TR@ Ly o3 OK °2 D°WYRT 9Y PO K7 wald nawn
oepy po R TMIFA DTIRG MRCIR Py

ApenY 1RO - (®7D DT nyon)

~
|

any two points on a. globe that are next to each other when traveling
eastward are at opposite ends of the world when traveling westward.
Hence if a point on the globe is only seen as a point it is insignificant,
but if it is seen as the beginning of a far-off end. it encompasses an

entire world.
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“Happy are those who know teru’ah” (Tehillim 89:16). The
Midrash (Vayikra Rabbah 29:4) asks: “Is it only Israel that
knows how to sound a feru’ah? Surely there are many expert
musicians among the nations who could easily reproduce
a teru’gh! But Israel knows how to placate its Creator with
the teru’ah, so that He moves from the throne of judgment
to the throne of mercy and changes judgment to mercy for
His people.” When Israel shows its readiness to accept the
shattering impact of the teru’ah on their life style and to make
vital sacrifices for God and His Torah, the accuser is silenced.
If one is willing — even eager — to accept the consequences
of his failures, feeling that in this way he might possibly make
some amends for the hillul Hashem he has caused, there is
no surer way to attract God’s mercies. As a result, judgment
may well be suspended. “Where there is judgment here below,
there is no judgment Above” (Bereshit Rabbah 26:14).
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Talents, abilities and capabilities are points of potential. But if they
remain_an end in themselves, they are insignificant_points. The
neshamah cries for the failure of these points to grow and traverse
entire worlds. .

3 The development and perfection of this world depends on the

realization of each Jew's individual potential.
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Book of Chronicles — it will read itself, and everyone's signature is in
it.* The ereat shofar* will be sounded and a still, thin sound* will be

heard. Angels will hasten, a trembling and terror will seize them — and
they will say, 'Behold, it is the Day of Judgment, to muster the
heavenly host for judgment!” — for they cannot be vindicated* in Your
eyes in judgment. All mankind* will pass before You likg members of
the flock. Chazzan— Like a shepherd pasturing his flock, making sheep
pass under his staff, so shall You cause to pass, count, calculate, and
consider the soul of all the living; and You shall apportion the fixed
needs of all Your creatures and inscribe their verdict.
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You remember the deeds done in the universe and You
recall all the creatures fashioned since earliest times.
Before You all hidden things are revealed and the multitude of
mysteries since the beginning of Creation, for there is no forgetfulness
before Your Throne of Glory and nothing is hidden from before You_r
eyes. You remember everything ever done and not a single creature is
hidden from You. Everything is revealed and known before You,
HASHEM, our God, Who keeps watch and sees to the very end of all
generations, when You bring about a decreed time of remembmncF for
every spirit and soul to be recalled, for abundant deeds and a multifude
of creatures without limit to be remembered. You made this krfawn
from the beginning of creation and You revealed it from earliest times.
This day is the anniversary of the start of Your handiwork, a
remembrance of the first day. For it is a decree for Israel, a judgment

day for the God of _Iaccv_b.f
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sthe energy of time cycles through its phases, it reaches

peaks which are specific to its seasons. The energy

which lends itself to inspiring and re-vitalizing the
“point of beginning” peaks at Rosh Hashana, the New Year.
One who wishes to elevate and amplify his power of new
creation, his ability to be always new and self-generating, should
utilize the spiritual power of Rosh Hashana to the full.

Ay

Rosh Hashana is the beginning of the year. The spiritual
forces operating at moments of beginning are unique. “Hakol
holech achar harosh — Everything goes after the beginning”: the-
entire course of any process is determined by its beginning. This
is because a be.gmm'ng Is a conception, and conception
represents the laying down of the genes which are the blueprint

for everything which is built later. The spiritual rule is that the

uilt lat
closer to the moment of conception, the more potent and critical
ﬂ.m f_orcg_s:_a small injury to the human body may notbe of major
significance in an adult; a fetus during its development is much
more sensitive to such an event; and a minute change to the

genes may have the most far-reaching results imaginable.

At the moment of conception all details are Eéing coded
most potently; it is therefore the most critical moment. No
sT.lbs'equent moment can ever have the intensity and
5131u§cmce of that first moment. The flash of conception
contans everything, all later development is simply a
revelation of what was created during that first flash.
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Rosh Hashana is the conception of the year and the next ten
days are its gestation. That is why these days are so critical to
the whole year. That is why a person is judged for the entire year
as he appears on Rosh Hashana — the personality as it exists
then is the core; it will take supreme effort later to change.
Change on Rosh Hashana is much easier — one can manipulate
the “genes” of one’s character then. People of spiritual
knowledge take extreme care fo live perfectly on Rosh Hashana
—the year is being conceived. Many have a custom not to sleep
at least during the morning hours; they wish to lay down the
genes of the year in consciousness, not oblivion.
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Every human experience holds and teaches more than ) o T

it seerns to contain at first glance. Every human experience is ‘

none other than the finite translation of an infinite idea. iy koLQQQ_L{.- Artes(l

Human consciousness, while locked into a physical bedy, 7 All s toil i hi B hi g

interprets deeper experience as superficial experience; our mf’"ls oil is for his mouth, yet hts wanis “_"f
: . p . never satisfied. * What advantage, then, has the wise

work is to translate that superﬁcxal experience back into its B ,

source in depth. 2 man over the fool? What (less| has the pauper who

knows how to conduct himself among the living?

One can acquire a unique insight into the world in a
manner which powerfully builds emurna, faith, by examining

all of human experience in the light of this idea. Why do we children (Torah Temimah)). Yet the
laugh? Why do we cry? Why do we long to travel and yet 3¢ soul is not satisfied because it
knows that whatever it earns is for

hen we are away? Each of these

long for home W .
itself — and therefore never has

enough of Torah and good deeds.
. This is likened to a villager who
L3 g A3 married a princess. Though he may
A\p_ ' bl;:,ins_h![,!u_.hi.! earthly possessions,
they are not esteemed by her.
5] Rabbi Hanina ben  :7pix P37 13 87 "31 0 because she is of toyal lineage [anc
Hachinai said: If someon i R ST accustomed to luxury beyond the
is awake at night, oregoe.; AT -'Il?UPCn, n'?:l?;g nwI i'_rr_‘\jag:*ﬁg‘_l'_':p_#_f__mg;s__no I‘ h ‘;:hs%ls-ﬂ%
hi : is with the soul; though you bring it
:’:msls }‘:;‘;Y ;l:’::" ::'ndi[};: amnn g ,7'[12['3:_1‘? 13‘? mam . all the luxuries in the world, they
honghits, hé invirs: guilt R are valueless to it. }Nhy? Bxause it
e M with his Tife =T is of heavenly origin [and its values
Pay - are spiritual; _infininitely _higher

than earthly goods.}
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