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AVRAHAM YITZHAK & YAAKOV
THE THREE SHEPHERDS

“And he looked and behold [there was] – a well in the field! And behold! Three flocks of sheep 
lay beside it, for from that well they would water the flocks, and the stone over the mouth  of the 
well was large. When all the flocks would be assembled there they would roll the stone from the 

mouth of the well and water the sheep; then they would put back the stone over the mouth of the 
well, in its place.” (VaYeitze 29:2-3)
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When we pray we say “Elokei Avraham, etc. [Elokey Yitchak veElokei Yaakov,] - the G-d of 
Abraham, the G-d of Isaac and the G-d of Jacob,” afterwards we continue praying “HaE”l HaGadol 
HaGibor veHaNora – the great mighty and awe inspiring G-d!” This is all one theme.

There are only three patriarchs, and at their root source on High in the spiritual realm of closeness and 
emanation called Atzilus, they are called by the names of their attributes: Gadol – Chessed, Gibor – 
Gevurah, Norah – Tiferes. Tiferes is called Nora as is known, all our actions including Torah study and 
mitzva observance are all done to draw done shefa from on High down to the level of the lowest 
attribute known as kingship or Malchus which is known as the wellspring of living waters or Beer 
Mayim Chaim – this is the deeper meaning of our verse – behold a well in the field!

The three flocks represent the three shepherds our three patriarchs who are called shepherds who 
water their flocks that is they draw down shefa an abundance of blessings down from on High to us 
through malchus. * 

This is the further meaning of our verse, “from that well they would water the flocks,” (the patriarchs 
or shepherds water or give shefa to their flocks, us, from the well, malchus.)

However the problem is that “the stone over the mouth of the well was large.” Now it is known that 
the external negative forces are called a אבן נגף – a stumbling block or stone, (see Zohar Pekudei 
249b), and they hold back and prevent the shefa from flowing. 

This is the meaning of “they would roll the stone from the mouth of the well,” the [tzadikim] remove 
the external forces of evil from the well so that the shefa can flow.



This is the meaning of “they would put back the stone over the mouth of the well, in its place,” they 
do so because in the future the evil inclination shall be slaughtered, and the husks and shells of 
impurity known as the klippos shall be destroyed and purged from the land, then only its spirituality 
shall remain and all shall return to its state of holiness speedily in our days AMEN!
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