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THE LESSON OF SODOM
HEARING THE TZADIK'S PRAYERS BECAUSE OF THE SINNER

And Avraham responded spoke to Hashem etc. maybe there will lack five individuals in Sodom
from among the fifty righteous?...And Hashem said I will not destroy it if I find there forty-

five.” (Va'Yera 18:27-28)
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We should pay attention to the wording of the
verse, why does it is say perhaps there will lack
instead of perhaps there will be found only
forty five, just as Hashem said in His response?
Why focus on the lack?

The righteous tzadik is the one who sends forth
three forms of Sehfa and abundant blessings:
Children, Life and Sustenance — Bani, Chayi
uMezoni.

However in order to do this, and send this
Sehfa the tzadik must desend from his high
spiritual level in order to discern and observe
the physical needs of his followers.

This can explain the reason why our sages
taught that every prayer uttered which does
not have among it sinners and criminals is not
heard by Hashem and remains unanswered.
Why should this be? We need to explain such a
statement. However based on the
aforementioned we can say that when a tzadik
is in a great state of dveykus, cleaving and
attaching unto his Maker then He is unable to
disrupt such a state of ecstasy in order to give
Shefa and bounty unto others.
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However when there is a sinner, even one who
is not completely wicked, just that he sinned in
such a way that he tarnishes his standing as a
member of the Jewish nation of Israel, such an
individual's actions disrupt the tzadik's
dveykus and cause the tzadik to pay attention
to the needs of the people and see to it what

Shefa he should send them and then his prayers
are answered for all of their needs.

This is how each of the tzadik's prayers need
the input of the sinners, each quorum of ten
requires one such individual in order to cause
the Shefa to be distributed through the tzadik's
prayers and attention.

This is why Avraham said perhaps there shall
lack, he was referring to those individuals who
cause a lack in the tzadikim, this too is why he
began with a lack of five, since surely a group
of fifty would lack five, since the ratio is one
such individual to a quorum of ten. This too is
why he used the negative term, lack, since these
five individuals surely cannot count among the
fifty righteous because of their lack and
behavior. And this too is why Hashem said that
even because of those five He shall not destroy
the city of He finds forty five [since through
their actions He will hear the tzadik's prayers].
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